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OR 

TRACTS ON ARCHERY 

TO WHICH IS ADDED 

THE SECOND PART 

OF TItB 

BOWMAN 's GLORY. 






By T. ROBERTS, 

A MEMBER OF THE TOXOFHILITE SOClETTr 



Thus thou peculiar Engine of our Land ! 
(Weapon of Conqueft ! Matter of the Field !) 
ilenowned Bow ! (that mad'ft this Crown command 
The Tow'rs of France, and all their Powers to yield) 



Thou firft did*ft conquer us } then rais'd our fldll 
To vanquiih others J 

And now how com'ft thou to be out of date,* 

And alj-neelefted leav'ft us, and art gone; 

And with thee th* ancient ftrength, the manly Hate 

Of valour and of Worth, that Gflory won \ — 

Or elJTe (lay 'ft thou till new -prized Shot abate, 

(That never Ihall efl'eft what thou haft done) 

And pnly but attend'ft fome blefled Reign, 

When thou and virtue fliall be graced again ? 

Daniel. Uifi. of the Civtl ffan, B. 8. 
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PARTI. 



^N EXAMlNAtlON INTO THE HISTOET, CHARAC* 
TER AND MILITARY CAREER OF THE ENGLISH 
LONG-BOW, FROM THE PERIOD OF ITS INTRO- 
DUCTION INTO BRITAIN TO THAT QF ITS EX- 
TIltCTION, AS A WEAPON OF WAR: COLLECTED 
TROM THE BEST authorities: WITH THE OPI- 
NIONS OF WELL INFORMED MEN, AND SOME 
OBSERVATIONS, UPON THE PROPRIETY OF ItS 
ABOLITION IN THE FIELD. 
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PREFACE. 



'TPHE following trads originated in notes, colle6ted 
-*" by the author for his amufemenfand inftniSt 
tion in. matters, relative to archery; and which (hav- 
ing been perufed by thcrfe, whofe fupcrior knowledge 
aBd proficiency in the art entitle their opmions to 
very high refpeft, and by them deemed of more, 
importance, than the author annexed to them) ha 
has been induced to arrange^and methodife ;, and by 
throwing them into a conneiled fornix has endea- 
voured^ to render them of public utility:, much pri- 
fing ajchery himfelf, and defirous of contributing 
his nrite towards the fupport and encoura^ment of 
an art, which requires only to be more generally 
known, and rendered more familiar, to become uni- 
verfally adopted and cfteemed, A furthfer encou- 
ragement to him in the undertaking, was the recol- 
le6tion, that although the revival of archery, at the 
clofe of the eighteenth century, had produced fome 
fmall publications (1) upon the fubjeft; yet, that 

(i) Tie Anecdotes of Archery by the Rev. G. OUifield. And another 
piublication tmcler the fame title, by E. Hargrove* Theie worki 
chiefly contain fliort Extra6^s from Gro/e*s Military Hijiwy <f Great 
Britain^ and Stow^s Survey rf Londm ; with fome account of bugle 
hof na ; and a lifi of the prefent fodetiea of archers. 

a thoft 
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thofe publications profeffed to be only anecdotes, 
and confequently (notwithftanding thieir merits and 
the amiifement.'i^iejrniiiy afForf to tSlJe archer) fell 
very far fliort of any treatife upon the art, as well as 
of encouraging it, by clearing the path which led to 
ihtpraStke of it. Mr. Mofeley, indeed, by far the 
moft confpicuous of modern writers upon archery 
(whole perfotnaance is marked with mucli refisarcK 
aiHl jiifl obfelrvatiiMi) has evidently taken ^ very 
extended view of archery, ancient and modem, 
^ouglKAiit the world ; and has not tied himfelf dowa 
tt^ a^ account of the particulars' or prance erf it in 
litts tcJiftitry, beyond what was confident with Ins 
g^neml pfen* 'Upon the fubjeft oif praftical ^tfchery 
ift EnglaQd, we have but xme writer (Roger Afchom) 
who lived ih ther«igns of Henry VIII. andElkabcth, 
wid. who, as he himfelf informs us, wrote the jirft s 
Treatife <^poii Engliih Atehery. 

The Pei»fians, we are: told (See the Prrface t^ 
Mojfiieffy p. 9) poflTds treatifes upon the art, as 
pM6i;ifed by them, written in very early timses/ The 
Emperor LeO) in hisTa6fcics, has given a few hints 
upon this ft^fe^a : and Vegetius (in his woric De Re 
Militari) flightly notices the prafi:ice of this art. 
Why wehhyt not any writar upon archery,, prior to 
Afidiam, is by him thus accounted for. " And, that 
'^ no man hitherto hath written anyc booke of fliot- 
-** ing, the faulte is not. to be layed in the thyng, 
** which was worthie to be written upon: but of 
^ men, which were negligent in doynge it ; and this 
'^* was the caufe thereof, as I fuppofe. Menne that 
^ .. ;. •' ^ . ' ' /^u&a 
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irfeS footing mofte, and knewe it b^, wereBOt 
fcamed : men that were learned, ufed little ihooin 
ing, and were ignorant in the nature of the thyngep; 
and fe> fe\^ men hath bene, that hidierto were able 
te^ wry te upon it/^ >. i 

Although in this kingdom 
4 — f- t - ■ li n/ i i i ■ ^'' ■ ' ' ■>' > ■ There are 
i, »^i "Whom ftill the meed of the green archer okarms.** - 
^rrnfirong. Art §f preferving HeAlt^. B. iii* 

yet, are there many, who haVe fcarcely heard of 
fuch an exercife as that of the- bow: and others, who 
may bccafionally have'feen that inftrument.in the 
hands of an archer ; and yet are total ftrangers to 
its peculiar arid valuable qualities. And, there ^re 
not a few, who flicw that rdpeft and veneration fbr 
the bow, ^nd that propenfity to take it up; which, 
Afcham obferves, is fo natural to tk6 Efigtijh nation. 
Yet, as he tells us, " becaufe they kridwe n6t whibhe 
** waye to houlde to come to fhootinge, have 
** cleane turned themfelves from Iho'otinge.** To 
encourage fuch perfons to engage in the pra6tice of 
an art, which promifes to reward their labours, with 
health, pleafure, fatisfadion and applaufe; and tb 
affift their attempts to become proficients in it, is the 
author's chief aim. 

Afcham had more extended views in writing his 
treatife, adapted to the times in which he lived : 
namely, thefervice of his Prince, wh6 ftrove to en- 
^courage the art for military purpofes, and of hfs 
.Countrymen, by reminding them of the honqur and 
value gfit in^ the field; and an c^neft ddh'e to 
- a 2 . . checkj 

, Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t vi I 

jcheck, as'far as juft reafoning and Honeft perfuafion 
would go, the banefiil influence of, among other 
vices of th^ times, that of gambling (which, we may 
cdlleft, from his manner of exprefling himfelf, was 
carried to a moft lamentable height) ; and to fubfti- 
tute an honourable, healthful and manly amufement 
This treatife of Afcham's, although, in fome parti- 
culars, it appears to us ddeftive as a Treatife upon 
the Art of Archery ; yet is it found to be extremely 
iifeful to thpfe who wiih to become fcientifically 
acquainted with the art. Upon the late revival of 
.archery, it was reprinted, frpm an edition of his 
whole works by Bennet in 1761, with two or three 
trifling notes, that cbnfefe the inability of the anno- 
tator to explain this part of his author's work. Af- 
cham was a man of great learning and (as hi? Bio- 
graphy informs) was not only the chief ornament of 
a celebrated college in the univerfity, but vifited 
fordgri countries, frequented courts, and lived in 
familiarity with fl:atefmen and plrinces; not only in- 
ftrufl«d fcholarS in literature, but formed Elizabeth 
to empire. » He had too the honour and good fortune 
to be tutcMT to Lady Jane Gray. See Bennefs Pre- 
face to Afcham's zvorks^ and the Biographia. It was 
the fafliion of the times, in which he lived, to write 
in the Greek or Latin language ; but he wrote his 
TtKPpphiius (a) (for fo he fubfcribes his Treatife on 
Archery) in the Englifli tongue, for which he gives 

(i) Tbe Toxpfiilas has undergone two editions/ fubfequent to 
its firft publication in 15449 and previous to the edition of Af« 
Cham's works by Beonet, ?iz. in 15719 1589. Itwas reprinted at 
IFrexhtm^ x788» the 
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ihe foUo^ving reafoij. ^* If any man would * blame 
" me, eyther for takinge fueh a matter in hande/ 
*' or ets for writing it in the Engliflie tongue, this 
*' anlVere I may make to him; that whan the befte 
" of the realme thinke it honeft for them to ufe, % 
" one of the meaneft forte, ought not to fuppofe it 
". vile for me to write : atid though to have written 
" it in another tongue, had bene both profitable for 
** my ftudy, and alfo more honeft for my name : yet I 
" can thinke my labour well beftowed, yf with a lijttle 
" hindraunce of my profyt and name, maye come 
*' any fourtheraunce to the pleafure or commoditie of 
*^ the gentlemen and yeomen of Englande, for whofe 
" fake I tooke this m.atter in hand." Another ob- 
jeQ; with him was (as he gives us to underftand) to 
bring into repute and purify the English language. 
And his performance was, no doubt, at the' time,' 
an ornament to it : but, at this day, his piltrafe* 
ology ftands in need of ifnuch explanation, to make 
it intelligible. This treatife alfo wears a very for-- 
bidding afpeft on another account ; being written 
in queftion arid aniVer, and in the Socratic ftyle of 
difputation^ (replete with arguments and fimilies* of 
confiderable length, often digreffing largely from the 
fubjeft matter, and not unfrequeiitly involving that;' 
as it were, in a cloud of excentric and often appa-' 
rently trifling reafoning) it has been found by much 
too tedious and dry a publication for thofe, who 
either are not admirers of antique literature ; or who 
wilh to have the thread of the fubjeft they are in pur- 
fuit of unbroken ; or who have not fufficient leifure 

* 3 to 



Digitized by 



Google 



[j yiii ] 

t^fmfvip ;it %Qugh the unintereftiag mazes pf qii^mt 

differtatipn. V 

^ ITiefe circumftances iiji4viced tlie author of the 
following publicatipn to confider, in what nianner he 
could yeiider this part of }xk work mofl acc€pj:able to 
the generahty of readers, and more confoiiftable to 
his plan. To have republiflied the Tavophilus with 
explanatory notes (many, of which ipuft neceflarily 
have been very prolix) would, he conceived, tend 
jauch to diftra6l the attention of , the reader. And, 
as archery had undergone fomp alteration^ fince the- 
time when Afcham wrote, he apprehended, that the 
readieft way to make his defign intelligible,, eafy and 
acceptable, was to . throw the text and conunent to-' 
gether, leaving little to follow by way of npte. And, 
to prevent the idea, that he. had ^rrogat^d to himfelf 
what was- the production of Ajfcham, . he has not ' 
&iled to mark every fentence, which he has extrafted 
from the TaTcphiluSj with inyerte4 commas ; a me- 
thod he h^ .adopted with rdpeft to his quotations 
from other authors : to wh^ch he ha? alfo, in general 
if not always, obferved tb apnex their names. 

In attempting to metho^ye tl>e TosofkiluSj he 
found he had engaged in an undertaking of fome 
difficulty. This Tjeatife.on Archery may, with juf- 
t tice, may be ccanpared to a d^feQed puzzle, confifting 
q{ majiy very diiferently formed parts ; whic;h, w:hea 
rightly qonnefted, foim one eompkte and I'egular 
figure : or, to a number of alphabetical letters thrown 
pnmijcmt/t/l^ together y but which, when properly 
arranged, difcover a regular mid finiibed compofi-, 

tion; 
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tion; and which are }eft foi: the i*€a:(ierto dxercifeliis 
wit, in tte putting thcni together. Howeyec,: i^ 
has, ftuclied to make tht buihiefs eafy to his reader^ 
by collefting and arranging the variety c^ little hints 
upon the art, \rhieh arc to be ibund greatly difp^rfed 
ia.the Tojc&philuSy and often inveloped in tiic fubtifc 
tied of logical difcuflSon ; . and to mcthodife and re-> 
duce theni into fome kind of regularity and fjrficwii 
For which purpofe, he has varied from the plan^of thai} 
^ork, which only divided the treatife into two paits; 
and he has, throughout, made 'life of cht^ttr andl 
fe^ion, and arranged the fubjeft matter accordingly^ 
This metb^ will be found to anfwer, tbler^bly well^ 
flie purpofe of an Indeo' ; for, the beads of every chapter 
andfeftion being fomewhat full and explanatory^, witt 
become an eafy guide to any particular part of thq 
Camment upon the Tox^ephilus, Ai|d, as this plan ii^ 
adopted throughout the following trafls, the readei; 
will thereby have a pretty aecurate view of the whole 
work. Befides, the author found it necefiary, not 
only to change the old orthography for the moderUji 
but alfo to explain, and, fometimes, tran/late whole 
fentences; which, though fuited to the quaintnefs of 
Ae time in which Afcham wrote, are not well ad^tcd 
to theprefent. Beyond tiiefe necefiary liberties, he 
has made but little alteration in the gianamatical 
.part of the compofition ; occafionally, only, infert*^ 
ittg- between cmtchets, a word or two by way of ex^ 
plana*ion: And, to h^ci&fy curiofity and raife ^fmik; 
he has quoted fome few of the more remarkable 
i*klfeg€« in their eriginal form and dref^ 

, a 4 The 
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The author muft here, indeed, obferve, he had been 
givea to underftand, that a Treatife upon Archery had 
been written fince the ToxophiluSj by <iervafe Mark- 
ham, (publiflied in the year l634). To this workj 
therefore, he was eager to refer ; conceiving that it 
would wther fuperfede the neceffity of his intended 
€oUe£tion9 from the Tarophilus ; ' or, at leaft, fave 
bim: much labour in the undertaking. Withforae 
pains he got accefs to the book (which, at this 
time, is a very fcarce Traft) ; but he found himfelf 
greatly difappointed and deceived, and felt not a 
little indignation againft the author and his per- 
formance, when he difcovered, that it ^2^ a mer? 
extrad from A&ham, without any kind of commit 
w explanation : yet, with matchlefs effrontery, dif- 
playing a manifeil endeavour to conceal th^ name of 
the original compofer, and to transfer the language 
and merits of the Toxophilus of the learned Afcham 
to Mr. Geroafe Markhatn. 

To render this part of his publication more com- 
plctci the author has added to the Toxophilus feveral 
chapters ; confiding of^ matters either totally un- 
noticed, or but very flightly touched upon by Af- 
cham. And he has fubjoined an account of the rfi^. 
f event kinds of fhooting, and given the various^r^/e^ 
applicable to each, which he prefumediFpuld not be 
unacceptable ; particularly to young archersand thofc 
who may wifh to form themfelves into focieties, and 
to regulate them according to the cuilomary ^nd ff-; 
tabliflied rules. m , : ;, . - 

After giving this reafon,. for. having entered fo xm^h 
V into 
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ihto 1ihs;mmuti(B of pra6tical archery ; lie has only 
to obferve, that be has endeavoured to avoid the error 
of becoming obfcure by too much brevity ; and pof- 
4ibly may have run into the oppofite extreme. Upoa 
the whole his obje^ has been to execute his perform- 
ance with fidelity and corre6lnefs, and he has been 
particularly, careful, not to omit any part m wprd in the 
ToxophiluSj which could tend to elucidate his fubje6l. 
In perufing the Art of Archery, the reader will fre- 
quently ftumbje upon terms of art. Afcham tells iis, 
" he muil ufe archers vf ox As.'' To make thefe terras 
familiar arid intelligible, the author has added aGlof- 
fary or Explanation. 

With rdfpeft to his Comment upon fome parts of 
the Toa^ophiluSy particularly on thofe. points which 
are now termed Afcham sfice Points of Archery^ be 
ftels great diffidence, and entertains much doubt of 
a fucdefsful endeavour: and, therefore, cannot but 
make avowal and apology for the imbecility of his 
pen ; which indeed, muft frequently manifeft itfelf 
in that and various other parts of the following 
Trajfts. To have left them in the unexplained ftate 
in which Afcham has given them, would not be latif- 
fying the nature of a Comment : and as the want of 
ah enlarged Comment has long been complained ofi 
1^ author detennined to do his beft towards fuf- 
mounting the difficulty of the taik. 
. All ar/^, we know, are more properly the fubjefts 
aiimit0ion^ than of defcwption : at leaft, fo far as re- 
late^ to the mimfice of thcm^ to manual operation, and, 
ip particular to corporeal attitudes : tg exprefs which, 

both 
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Ixyth ^e pen and the pencil are, cren in tiie bmdi 
rf the firft maftersy often found ta be very inade^ 
quate; and faii to beconie fatis&diorj. Intheope'^ 
lations alluded to^ tbere is fubjoined to gr^at dext^ 
lity a peculiar method and Jiyle of aJction, that 
often cannot be taught but by examph. Tothefe 
caufes ipuftf ito a great m6afure, be attributed the 
lofe <rf fome former arts. It was the difficulty 
of conveying a clear and fatisfaftory explanation, 
which feems to have deterred Afcham (whofe learn- 
ing and knowledge of archery might well have 
qualified him for the ta/k) from giving us a greater 
infight into this part of the art : for, we find him 
frequently obferying, that fuch nicety of aftion waa 
mart' *^ plea/knt to beheld than eafy to be taught — not 
^ fo difficult to be foltazeed in pmBice, as tobede^ 
*^ Jcribed."^ And, fpeaking 6f Jhooting well, he ob» 
fervedj *^ I can teach you to fhoote faire, even as So- 
*• crates taughte a man ones to know G6d; for, 
'* when he aiked him what was God, Nay, fayth he, 
•* I can tell you bcttei- what God is nbti as^Godis 
** not ill, God is unipeakable, unfearchable, and lb 
^ forth; even like wife I can fay of faire fliootinge.**' 
Following this rule, |ie has given us a fort of nega^ 
ike or rever/ed iti&rik&mn: pointing out the faults, 
and living us to extraft ftom them the' excellencies 
and perfeftion, of an archiff; and, clofirig hi&'obfer-^ 
vatkms, by a reftrence^to the archer, and an admo- 
nition to ffudy firom life.* in thefe days, the^ra^ice 
of archery differs, in fome refpefils, from the archery 
of former ages ; arid,' from the partial attcittion now 

^ paid 
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paid to it, the principles of the art do not ieeiw:to be^ 

thoroughly uuderftopd', or perfeiftly afcerta^ned and- 
fettled J and confequently, we fometimes find, that 
opinions upon the fubge^l; claSiki aji^ by turw out- 
weigh each other. Indeed, it mull be pbferved, that 
inany experiments in archery yet remain untried.. 
Every man is too apt to flatter himfelf, and to 
think that method the beft, by which he beft luc- 
ceeds. But fuch an opinion is founded iti fhort-fight- 
ednefe and narrow judgment And, we are too 
much inclined to diiplay our own weaknefs, by con- 
demning or fetting at naught what is not fuited to 
our confined comprehenlion ; and often fuppofe, th^ 
in this age evqry thing, is better done thdri it was in 
the laft: and beyond that, w6 think we difcem great 
error and ignqrance. Although this reinark does not 
wa<it fovpidation, yet, the hackneyed phrale, " that 
•^^ every age impi'^^ves upon the laft," may fometimes he 
ipifappUed, To bring thefe pbfervations to our fub- 
j£&. (archety). We are very unwilling^ to admit, aiid 
are often tempted to deny the excellence apd feats 
of archety. noticed in former times; becaufe we ndthet' 
few Any iuqh iniiances of jt ourfelves ; nor have we, 
after many attempts, attained to fuch^xcellence. With- 
Oiiit digneffing further. into argument upon the OGcafion« 
o^ remark Occurs ; namely, that the knowloige of 
a few years fliofild^beqavtioufl^ fet up againftthe 
experience of ages; And'weihould be fomewhat in- 
clined .to allow, that ,we may not yet h^vt recovered 
all the knowledge, principles and methods, under 
which 2u:cliery was purfued by our anceftors. The 

author 
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a»thor of the following Tra6b has dwelt longer upon 
thefe obfervations, than, |>erhaps, was neceffary ; 
left) by apparently leaning to the praftice of modern 
archery, and fetting forth the example^ of a few good 
archeiis of this day, he Ihould be charged with having 
mademHed this ancient art too much. But, certainly, 
archery, and the caufe of its praftice, have greatly 
changed fincc Afchafn wrote.- We fhoot fhorter dif- 
tances — ufe weaker bows, and ftudy more precifion, 
than bur anccftofs did; And, although the author is 
aware, that there are, in thefe days, men of great 
genius and ingenuity, who, being fatisfied that archery 
is an art very difficult in nice performance, have not 
merely taken it up, but alfo have made it^ critical 
fiuiy mdftptre labour ; and who have, in their prac- 
tice, fomewhat fwerved from the opinions of thofe, 
who derived their knowledge in the art, from the 
nemnant of tlie aid Englifli archers : yet, he is ready 
to confefs, his inclination leads him to think, that 
could our forefathers rife again and become our in- 
fini6tors, it may, at lead, admit of a doubt, whethcn 
in teaching archery, even uilder its prefent reftraints, 
they would not fupport the old pra^ice, by well 
founded r^fons and convincing expcrim^t. 

To thofe who have feen Mr. Anderfon fhoot, it 
will immediately occur, that thefe obfervations ad- 
vert particularly t<5 his Jijfle of ihooting ; which 
has been by Ibme (and very ' fuccefsfully) fol- 
lowed of late. To thofe who have not, further ex- 
planation may be neceflary. In the laft of the fol- 
lowing Tracts, which contains the PraStice of Archery^ 

the 
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the leader will find it noticed, that, of late years, two 
fingers only had been, by many, ufed in drawing the 
iiring; and that^ feveral archers held their bows in an 
obliqtse diredion ox fomewhat flattened. Thefe two 
points particularly mark the fliooting of Mr. An- 
dedbn; who obtained his knowledge of archery 
in ' Flanders : but it (hould he obferyed, that the 
Flemings feldom ihpot any diflance beyond cnc hun- 
dred yards. Mr. Anderfon tpok up the bow at a very 
^^y age, and from that period has made ' ij: a con- 
ftant exercife: and J* is faid to have found no 
rival in his practice of archery, either in England, 
Scotland, or Flanders. But, when it is faid, he has 
found no rivai^ it mufl alfo be added, as &r as Fle- 
mish archeiy (that is, in point of diftufiQe) extendi 
For, his flio6ting has been confined to Xb& target w[id. 
butt. ' Mr. Anderfon fhoots with a haw rather weak, 
yet fuited to his ftrength and the Length he flioots : 
he has an excellent eye, and poffeffes an eafy, fteady 
and fharp loofe. Upon the whole, he is allowed to be 
an incomparable archer. 

In one part of the following Tra6ls (Part II.) it 
will appear, that the author has noticed'archery, not 
only as a moft gentlemanly recreation, and an ex- 
ercife capable of affording the amufement of an 
hmir; but as poffeffing in itfelf fomc valuable inci- 
dents; particularly in its tendency to promote and 
reftore health f and to increafe and invigorate the muf- 
cular powers of the body. Some may fuggeft, he has 
furely preffed the point too far; and that his own par- 
tiality has carried hirii beyond the bounds of reaibn, 

when 
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irl^eii he tcnlures to prefcribt archery as a reijie^y 
^^a^^eUcge. However, he has not written without 
^ing hfe Muthoritmy (fome of them indeed Jidti- 
^mims and (kn^Honed by parliamentary declaration). 
Ott this fiibje^ M^. Salzmaton (the author of the 
Qpnmftk EjHircifcs for Youth) in fpeaking of the 
iralue of archery, as an exercife for young perfohs, 
4iif»{iorti his opinions by a fenfible remark, which will 
•pply very forcibly to thfe part of the author's ']pra€b*, 
^ I Hftuft confefe,'' fay^ he, ^ tlmt every fport, which 
^•* occupies a lad, exercifcs his faculties, and fortifies 
.^ his health, by employing him in .the open ait, 
'^ appears to me oT importance. If the force of an 
•^ Ulyflfei* be defirablej let us not defpife the means, by 
^ which he acquired and exercifed it." On many 
'ftceounts archery appears to be ^nej^ercife of much 
value. Perhaps there is no amiifement iS^hatever, 
which more awakens and enliv^s the a6live powers, 
and creates fo Httle fatiety. ^ ' 

Part of the author's defign was an inveftigatfion of 
ancient archery^ with a view to.afcertain the truth of 
the feats recorded of the bow in former times, 
"te^heo in the hands of indwidtials; and to difentangle 
them, as much as poffible, from fidion and romance: 
fbr this purpbfe, he has coUefted, arranged, and 
commented upon all fuch feats of archery as hif- 
tory or tradition has handed down to us; and affayed 
the pra6Kcability of them by fuch rules, as feemed 
; bed adapted to attain the end propofed. Judging, 
iJiat a favourable refult to this inquiry, would quiet 
.Itie n^any floating c^inions and frequent defultory 

obfervations 
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<)t4iervatiyMi^ Ilp09& the fub|f£): ; and would :al& Si^td 
ftitisfafiion toi the Javtra-cif archery, hfi the acmr& 
of this ifiye^igatto0, m&ny fitt^ir4ativie.to uAe&fory 
archery datight his e^; particulariy fuch.Biaseta 
l^e j&Hmd in . Sit John Smith's Dijh^urft &%tFeaponti 
lirhich M^^ere tbe fabje6i of a veiy able |Hibticatioa 
at the <dofe'Qf the fixteenth century, ahd "whidi^ are 
not tofaemetwilh^ fo fully detailed, in any faifiDiical 
writer ^tpon the afiaixs of this kingdom. Hence, he 
wis led ihto a n^w field pf diflfertatiooi on the powen 
•fttebow, recently indeed, trod orer before him by 
a very ingoDiious writer (Mr. Mafon): who(altboU|^ 
not poffiiffing the evidence ttiatimd fallen in the Any 
of the autthor of thefe TraSs, ^wSL which was higMjf 
important to: the fubjefi, m as imich ^ it gceody 
extended iht known powers «Kf the bow, and fap 
ported its; lailitary chara6l;er by irio^ recent ex* 
lunples of ^ cfie^, long after the iiltrodu^on^ 
firt armsy^xwfifi by thepeutof amanofgreatiaiiitai^ 
ikill and experience, who himfelf bore t^iBm^my t<> 
part of his narrations) oflFefs, as "for as^good T^oning 
and able dedu6iion and comment can extend, a very 
forcible appeal in behalf of the bow, as a weapon of 
war ; cilculated to contend ^even with tiie weaponB of 
tht:prefefa age. In the courfe of this purfuit, the 
author was led to perufe and confider the arguments 
of thoie, who had written in oppofition to Sir John 
Smith ; and to collei6l, from a variety ci autho^% 
whatever he could find applicable to his fubjedfc 
This part of his work alone has proved a tafic of la- 
bour and refearch, for having once entered upoh it, 

he 
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he wMied to leave it completie. In acccmipliitimg hw^ 
^efign, hehaS) perhaps, been finMw^hatti[K>libefal6f*' 
liis njob^y and at times too prolix in their details. 
However, in point of matter, this part of his attempt 
has aniwered &r better than that> which purpo&s an 
invefiigatipn intp the ffeats of ancient archery ; in 
purfuit of which, M was carried far into the mazers 
of antiquity; for, when he had extricated himfdf, he 

< had the mcortification to find, that, among the many 
volumes in print and manufcript, £rom #hence he 
moft hoped for information, very little to his purpofc , 
csould be gleaned. Yet,^ he feeb fome fatis&^on in 
tl^ confidem;e, that the fearch has been made ; and, 
that he fliall obtain credit for laboursj which caa 
never be made a|4>arent! This inquiry has, how- 
ever, enabled him to introduce, in a part t)f the fpllow- 
ing Trads (Part IV. Ch. vi. Sec. iii.) an account of 
the length of the old Englijh arrow : the different 
epi^ions refpe6ting which, have long. been a fubjeft 
of inconclufive argument ; and, he has endeavoured, 
by a coUe^ion of ancient authorities in print and 
manufcript> to eftablifh a well founded-conclufion 
upon this. head. 

The author had it in contemplation, to have in- 
troduced in the^ following Travis, as accurate a Iketch 
of the hiftory of our great hero of archery (Robin 
Hood), as the public and private librariei^, to which 
he had accels, would aiford. He had, indeed, 
entered upon the execution of this defign; when^ 
meeting with the new edition of the Garland^ he 

^ defifted from further fetches: believing, that any 

attempt, 
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attempt tb add to the colleQ;ions of the author of 
that publication upon the fubjedl, would prove as 
fruitlels, as any attempt to arrange and conned 
his own Golle&ions, fo as to render them in any 
degree as acceptable as thofe in the new Gar^ 
land. Indeed, to the author of that publication, 
both the Archer and the Antiquarian, are much in- 
debted ; no lefs for the heft and mod authentic ac- 
xjounit of that great archer ever publifljed ; than for " 
the valuable additions of ancient poetry relative to 
his exploits, which, that author has made to the Gar* 
land itfelf However, one Extra^i, upon this head, 
from Grafton's Chronicle/ will be found in the courfe 
^ the following work. - 

" Although thefe Trafts are dedicated to the Archer^ 
and the Englifli Long-bow is the fubjeft they profefs 
to treat upon ; yet it is a fubjeft fo intimately con* ' 
neded with the affairs of this kingdom, that it can- 
not but partially include the Hijiory and Antiqui^ 
ties of Great Britain : and therefore may poflibly at^ 
*traft the attention of thofe who are fond of perufing 
inveftigations of that nature. The Englifli long-bow 
has, of late years, become a topic not only of private 
converfation, but alfo of public dlfcuffion. . In the 
year 1783, the Honourable Daines Bai*rihgton pre- 
iented to the Society of Antiquarians (of which he was 
a member) a paper lipon the fubjeft ; which w^ jead 
before them, and is printed in the Archceologia. It con- 
tains indeed, a very imperfeft hiftory of the Englifli 
-Long-bow; and, although not charafterifed by any ex** 
tent of refearch,: is erroneous in many particulars. Mr. . 
, . . b Barrington's 
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Barrington'g Miftakes will be noticed, as ti^y xKKiniv 
in the falloidtig Ti-aOs : which will be found MfW<* 
fuc the fufcgeft to a very remote period of4inH^. ^ J i\ 

Befides the lover of hifto.ry and antiquities^ a:C<m* 
ifiderable part of the following work, as it iny^h^ 
military affairs J may perhaps draw the att^htio^nof 
mlkary men : who, if they are not entirely of Sir 
John Smith's opinion, with rdpea to the expedi^cy* 
rf refuming the bow as a weapon of war to the eiM»mt: 
he recommends, yet may deem his arguments .(fi$* 
ported as they are by numerous authoritosjof.greai; 
i*e%eaability and weight) fufficiently impotHtnt tfe^ 
merit, at leaft, fome conjidemtion, if not ^xpetiniinU 
It is, probably, owing to this want of ©J^erimcttt 
alone, that the Englilh long-bow has been of late 
years, fo much unnoticed as a weapon i^ war. So. 
Simple an inftrument carries in its appearance but 
little to attraft attention : nor will any defcriptipii of 
its powers be fully credited : till fuppOTted by the 
■rfftual exercifeand difplay of them. This obferva- 
tion is founded on daily experience; Many,, wh^ 
have looked upon the bow ai a if^y, ImveiTbeen 
bh>ught to confefs, that, upon variotis dccafijMis, it 
rnuft prove equivalent in itseffeiftSy as a wdaqam of 
y war, to vfioAem jtre-drms. ' 

Whatever may be the future fate of the Engliih 
itong-bow; yet the memory of ^Englift men muft, at 
•times, bcftow a grateful thought upon it: when thqr 
irecolIe£l, that by the aid of 4his weapon, they not 
only became an independent zndfree people j bu* 
dfo by that aid rofe fuperior in the fcale i)f Eujt)peafi 

powersy 
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p6*^«i«, ajid kid a fecure foundation fof their prefent 
cotiniiaK^/ tsrade and greatnefe. To ufe the words 
of Cani(ten, — ^' I mil fay no more, but to ^ne fayth ; 
'* wh^ &igli(hmen ufed Hercules nmponsp the bow 
" ai!id the bl^k bill, they fought viaorioufly, with . 
'' Hercules Jucceje?" — (Rtmaines). 

lOie au<^br apprdbended, that he oottld npt latisfjt 
hi3 readers better, than by adding, to liis Tra6ls on 
archery, a copy of fo/much of Wdod's Bowman's 
Crloiy as was at all interdlmg. Particularly as this 
Uttle piiblication is no^f very fearer, fcldom to 1>e 
priE>curedt in a perfeft ftate (wanting in general the 
p^i^tript); and, being much fought after by archers,. 
Hdb at very confiderabie price. 

The Bmman's Glory confifts of two diftin^ Parts 
or Tra6te, introduced by a lliort addrefs to King 
Charles II. a dedication, and a few lines in praife of 
archery; The firft contains 

1. A'Patent of King Henr3?.VIII. (in tlie 29th year 

of his reign) appointing and incorporating the 

Mafter of the Ordnance and others Overfeers of 

the Fraternity or Guild of Saint George, an<i 

die Science of Artillery for loaig-ltows, crofs*baws 

md hand-gum, with power to eftabliih the perpe* 

tual Fraternity of St. George, and with other ufual 

corporate powers; and licence to flioot at all 

sianner of Marks and Butts, and at the game of 

', Popinjay, and at all fowls (except in the King's 

- for^fts, chafes and parks without fpecial War- 

- - Jraat): and to wear embroidery, filks, fatins and 

. ftirs, nol abgfve the furs of martens. This patent 

. , b2 alfo 
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alfo cotitams an indemnity to any of the frdter-*; 

nity, who, after having pronounced the word 

faji, fhall happen to huit or kill any one paffing 

between the fhooter and his mkrk :. fo as the fame 

was a ufual and a known mark, in dn open place, 

accuftomed to be fhot at. 

2. A patent of King James (in the third year of his 

reign) which, after noticing, that the archers 

marks near London, had bf late been removed 

and obftruded, Appoints the Lord Mayor of 

London,, the great officers of ftate and others, -to 

be commiffioners, for furveying the ground^ 

(near London, and within two miles) acouflomed 

to have had marks for archers; and to reinftate 

■ V the marks as they were in the tiine of King Henry 

VIIL , . 

'3. A patent of King Charles (in the eighth year bf 

his reign) for the fame purpofe as that of King 

. James. 

The Second Part of the Bowman's Glory appears 
to be written by W. M. or W. H. and contains an 
account of the public meetings ov Appearances bf ar- 
chers from the year 1583. The whole of which vnW 
be found reprinted at the end of the fblldwing 
Traas. 

Having thus detailed the defign of the following 
work, and briefly ft^ted the plan of it \ the Author 
ventures to lay it before thofe for whom^it is 
intended : and trufts that they will overlook his 
^iTOrs. and accept his labours in the fervice of ar- 
chery. There are many wh6 would have performed 

the 
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the tafk ip a far fuperior manner ; but the circufn- 
ftance/that (in the period of twenty yeais, during 
^ich time archery has produced niany very exce^ 
lent archers, well qualified in eyery refpe6l to take up 
the fuhje^l) no one has ftepped forward to afford that 
material alTiftance and fupport to the art (by making 
pubUc its benefits and rules of pra6lice') long earneftly 
defired ; and, that former refearches upon the fubjed 
extend Jbut a little way, will he trufts fanftion the 
prefent publication : which, although a widow's viite^ 
is yfit.an offering at the ihrine of archery, that inay 
perhaps^. be entitled to call upon greater geniu3i> and 
more perfevering. and fuccefeful labour and refeatchy 
for a" better. 

The author h well fatisfied, that his additions to 
thefc . coUeftions . on archery are fcarcely worthy o? 
notice. It is upon 4hofe ColleSiom alone, that he 
prefume$ to think his Publication may become ac- 
ceptable. That muft: certainly be deemed worthy 
attention, which is eagerly fought after, and for the 
obtaipiing of ^which coft is not fpared. It is therefore a 
pleafing circumftance to him, that, fetting his time 
and labour out of the calculation, he is enabled to 
lay b^ore the admirers of archery (at barely the 
Prijiter's Charge) the following CoUeftions upon th^ 
fiil^ft, from printed m orks, with difficulty to be 
procured at any price ; and from manufcript& which 
are only to he/een^ and that in but one or two places 
in this k^ingdom. . 

It only remains for the author to acknowledge th^ 
friendly affiftance he has receive54n the courfe of his 
undertaking. 
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. To the pencil of an artift (Mr; R. K. Pdrter)whofc 
excellent pi'oduftions have long been the fubjeft c£ 
great admiration and public applaufe, he is indebted 
for the frontifpiece of, his work ; and which the rca^ 
der will find referred to in the Comment upon tiie 
Tojropkilus{VhTtIV. Chap. viii. Sec. iv.) 

To Mr. Haworth he is indebted for the loan of the 
Records of the Finibury Archers : and to Mr. Waring, 
forhia coinmunications and affiftance in matters rela-» 
tive to the mechanical operations in archery. 

As thefe Trafts are defigned to fuppbrt die eaufe of 
jrchefy, the following extriaft from Carew may nofe 
be mifplaced at the clofeof this introdnftory Pre;- 
face. 

. " Amongft the bodily Paftimea^ Ihooting carrieth 
** , the pre-eminence ; to which in mine yonger yeeres 
*' I caried fuch affeftion, as I induced Archery, per- 
*^ fwading others to the like liking, by this enfuing 
PROSOPOPEIA: 
" My deare Friends, I come to complaine upcni you, 
f* but to yourfelvefe: to blame yod, but for your good; 
^* tp e5^poftulate with yoviy but in the way of reconci- 
" liation. Alas, what my defeit can juftify your 
^* abandoning my fellowfeip, and banging me thus 
" up, to be fmoke-ftarved over your ehimnies? t 
" am no Stranger unto you : but by birth, your 
" Countrywoman; by dwelliug, your neighbour ; by 
" education, your familiar: neither is my Company 
" fhameful; for I haunt the light and open fields: 
" nor my Converfation dangerous ; nay, it fliields 
'' you fiom dangers, and thofe not the leaft, but of 

r " greateft 
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.^ ^Joiifequence, the dangers of Warre. Arid, as i» 
** fight I give you PpotCjOiony fo ih Peace I fippplie 
1V3«>UF Paitime; and both in-Watre aad Peaces to 
*1 ypur lynimes I yeelde a^ive PlyantnelTe, and to 
.^* you^r bodies healtlifulEipercife: yea, I provide you 
" food when you are hungrie, and helpe digeftion 
,H when you are full. Whence then proceedeth'^ this 
/*. ^nkinde and unufual ftrangeneffe? Am I heavy for 
".burthen? Forfooth, a fewe light ftick^es of wobd: 
^' Am 1 combrous for Carriage?, I couch a part of 
" myfeif cbfe under your girdle, and the jOjkhei> part 
" fei;veth for a walking-ftaff in your hand. Am I 
"Junhandfouie in your fight? Every Piece of loec is 
" comely, and the whole keepeth au harmonfcal pi'o^ 
" portion. jCaftly, am I coftly to bee provided? Or 
^' hard to be maintayi^ed ? No, Cheapnels is my Pur- 
" veyour, Eafineffe my Preferver : Neither doe I 
"make you blow away your Charges with my breath, 
" or taynt your Nofe with my Icent, nor defileyour 
" face and fingers with my Colour, like that hell- 
" borne Murderer, whome you accept before me. I 
" a.ppeale;then to your valiant Princes, Edwdrds, 
f^ and Henriesy to the Battaylea of Crefet/y Poyters^ 
** Jgincourtj and Floddon ; to the Regions of Scot- 
"! I^d, Fraunce, Spaine, Italy, Cyprus, yea and 
" Jury; to be Umpires of this Controverfie: all which 
" (I doubt not) will with their evidence playnely 
" prove/ that when mine adverfe party was yetfcarce- 
" ly borne, or lay in her fwathling Clouts, through 
" inee onely your Aunceftours defended their Coun- 
" try, vanquifhed their enemies, fuccoured their 

b4 " friends, 
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^ friends, enlarged their Dominions, advaunced theif 
" Religion, and made their names feareful to the 
'' prefent age, and their fame everlafiing to thofe 
*^ that enfue. Wherefore, my dear friends, feeing 
" I have fo'fubftantially evifted the right of my 
** caufe, conforms your wils to reafon, conformeyour 
*^ reafon by pra6lice, and convert your pra6tice to 
^'- the good of yourfelves and your Countr}\ . If 
"I be praife- worthy, efteeme mee : if neceflfiiry, 
*' adAiit mee: if profitable, employ mec: fo fhall 
" you revoke my death to life, and. fhe^ yourfelves 
** no degenerate iffue of fuch honourable Progeni- 
" tfcmrs. And thus much for Archery, Vhofe tale, 
*^ if it be difordered, you mull beare withall^for Ihee 
*^ is a woman^ and her mind^ is paffionate." 

Survey of CornxvalL 
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PART I. 

aln E.vammntion inta the Hljtory, CharaBer, and 
[ Militarif Career of the Englijk Lot^g Bow^ from 

^ the P^iod of its Introdu&ion into Britain to, 
that of its ExtinBion as a Weapo7i of fVar : 
colltBedfrom the befi Authorities : with the Opi- 
nion^ of well-informed Men, and fome Ob/enations. 
upon tfie Proprieity of its Abolition in the Field. ,^ 

PAGE. 

CHAPTER I. ' ' " 

Sec. i/ ANTIQUITY of the Bow— Superiority of the Bow. 
•^^ as a Weapon of War, previous to the Know- 
ledge of Gunpowder— Principles and Materials of Bows in 
General — Englifli Nation renowned for Archery — Revolu- 
tions in the Art of War— Periods of 'all Arts - - i 
Sec. 2. Introdu£tion of the Bow into Britain — Partiality of 
oui^ Anceftors for it founddJ -i^pda fdid Re^fopsr^Th^ Re- * \ v 
ludiance to abandon the Ule rf it - - 7 
Sec. 3. Memory of tKeBow ftill cheriftied in England— Ad- 
vantage gained to om* Enemies by the^ RelincJtSlhment of 
it as a Weapon of War-^Prefent State of the Bow in Eng- 
land — Probability of the partial Revival of Military Ardiery . 
in England — Negled of it difapproved - - ao 

CHAP. 11. 

Extracts from Sir John Smith's Discourse on Weapons. 

Sec. I. Reafons for the Change in Military Weapons— De- 
fers of the Mu^tet— Imperfedions of the Bow— Quicker 
Difcharge of the Latter— Quick Firing condemned— Su- 
periprity of Archers in the Field— Reafons— Effeds of Ar- 
rows upon the Horfe— Obje(Slibns againft the Bow apu- . 
•iwered • . - _ - - - 27 

Sec. a. 
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Sic. a. Effe6b of Arrows more certain than abak of Bul- 
lets — Arrows terrify the Eye— Sir John. Smith's Challenge 
to the Muik^k^ Difference ^we^n tl:ve^tig^ of in Arrow < 
and a Bullet— Effe6ts of both— Eifed of Archery proved 
byExamples— Battles of Chess Y, Poictiers, Nxvaretta, 
Agincourt, and HEURiiSMM^-^Qgpion t^^t Archers can- 
not ftand the Charge of Horfe anfwered by Examj^ to 
the contrary - - - ^39 

8bc. 3. Particular Effeds of Arrows againft Fire-armS) proved • 
by Examples— Ket's Rebellion— Rebellion in the Weft*— 
Battle at Newhave» — Superiority of Englifh Bows and 
Archery, compared with the Bows and Archery of other 
Nations - - - » - , 5^ 

CHAPTER III. 

S»c. I. Authoritiea in Su^^rt of Sir John Smith's OhCsry^^ 
ticMis— Diiufe of the Bow, as a Weapon of War, in Eng- 
land - - - - . ; - 6j- 

8ftc. 2. Conipatifott between -the Bow and kttprovcd \Pire* - 
nrrns — Fonncr Difadvantage of the Bow— "Advantage of 
the Bujlet over the Arrow — Peculiar Advantage of the, . 
latter — Qucftiop, whether the Mji&et or the Bow can 
Difcharge the fafteft ? confidered— GettetalObfervations' - 6^ 

S«o. 3. Obfervations on the Poffibili^ pf increasing the Pow- ^^ 
ers and 'Effe&s of the Bow— Caufes of the Improvement 
in Fire-arms — Value and Jnyiortanpo of lately inaported , 
Bow-woods-^Improvement in die Co^firu^on of » the 
Bow « - .' ' • - * - ' , - • 7* 



1>ART 11. ;* 

An Account ^ the Rmival of Archery^ a^ an Aifmjt^ 
ment^ inJEngland: inwktchtheFalucqf^tascin 
Exercift capable not only of afforfiins n^HQk -P^' 
fuwe and SatisfaHiony but alfo af^ rejiomn^jlmlthy 
and adding Vigour to the NereesMnd Strength to 
the Body, IS con/idcred* 

CHAPTER I. 

.Sec. I. 4^<5hery always an Amufement in Englin^rr'Kll of , 
late confined chiefly to the North— Revival of Ard^ery ia ' 
the South— Caufe —Value <tf the Art as an Exercife — ^Au- 
thorities'—Archery particularly recommended to young Per- 
fons— Not denied to old Age— Etfcft of Archery in re- 
Ueviilg the Mind - - ,- "77 

Sec'. 2. 
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Sic. 1. Archery ufed as an Exercife by the Firft Perfohages • 
in all Nations— Faftionabli^ In Strand in the Times of 
Henry VIII. and his Succcffors, till the Revolntion— Caufes ' 
of its former Decline— Modern Archery patronized by the; ^ 
Tntsct of Wales and the Nobility— In the Hands of the ' 
Fair* Sex^^-Dcfcnce of it In thehr Hands-^-Value of Archeiy 
in promoting liberal and friendly Society — Peculiarity of its - 

- Tendency in this Refpe6k— Unreftrained Pleafures of the 
.4 . Amufement - - - • '^J 



PART m. 

An Inquire/ and Invejiigation into fuch extraor4i- 
nary Feats^ a^ are/aid to have been achieved with the 
Engiyh Long'bomy in former Times \ andparticw- 
larly by that great Hero of Archery y Robin 
Hood: with an Account of that famous Outlay 
from the mojft authentic Record : and a Compari/oA 
(f^ thqfe Feats of Archery y with fuch as are well 
attefied in modern Times. 

, CHAPTER !• 

Sic. I. -Preliminary Obfervations— Trqth of the Exiftence 
and Hifiory of Robin Hood - « - g^ 

Sec. 2. Teftimonies refpedting Robin Hood's Feats of dis- 
tant Archery— Ohfervations— Shots from Turkiih idows — 
Shot from a Bow dravm with both Hands— Diftant Shot« , 
by n^odem Archers — Obfervations on Robin Hood's Ar- 
chery -- - - - ' • ^ 

Sec. 3. Obfervations on the probable Extent of Robin If odd's 
Shots, drawn from the Power of the Bow fuMpofcd to . 
have been nfed by him— Concluiion • 7 - 104 

Sec. 4. Robin Hood's Feats of Skill— Obfervations— Featf 
of S^ill recorded of other Archei:s— Feata of Skill in Archery 
ill modem Times ' - - • * jog 



PART IV. 

The Art and PraBict <f Archery, inoludmg (i Com^ 
tnent upon the Toxophilus &f' Ascham. 

CHAPTER I, • 

Or THz Instkvmbnts of Arcbeky. 117 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. . ^ 

Op the Bracer. 

Ufe of the Bracer— tprm aud Materials of the ancient Bracer 
—Modern Bracers - - - . - 1 18 

CHAPTER ni. ' 

Of THE Shooting-Glove. 

Ufe of the Shooting-glove^Ancient Shooting-glove— Modem 
Shooting-gloves T-Materials — Fingers ufed in drawing the 
' String— Handle of the Bow formerly waxed — Now cover- 
ed with Velvet. Shae;, or Worfted Lace - - izi ' 

CHAPTER IV. 

Of thp String. 

Importance of good Strings— Whether the String fhould be 
made of Hemp or Silk— Strings how made — Different 

" Effeds of thick and thin Strings— Of whipping String, 
and preventing them from foon wearing out - - laj 

CHAPTER V. 

Of THE Bow. 

Sec. I . Woods proper for Bows— Value of Yew as a Bow- 
wood —Superior Value of Foreign Yew — New Conflru6tioa 
of the Bow— Origin of the InYeation — ^Newly imported 
Bow-woods— Metal Bpws - - - 129 

^ 6bc. a. Choice of the Bow^ • 

Rules— Defcds to be avoided— Parts of Trees ufed in Bow- 
maktng— Obfervations - - - - 137 

Sec. 3. . Of Proving the Bow. 

How a good Bow may be known and proved — How it is to 
be <dtered — Reafons and Obfervations - - 140 

Sec, 4. - Of the Handle. 

Pofition of the Handle— Difference in Opinion on this 
Head— Obfervations - - - - 14* 

Sec. j. Of the Horns. " 

Roundnefs to be obferved in forming the Nock of the 
Horns— Method of placing the Nock^ of the Horns 
formerly ufed in Scotland — Ornaments for the Upper 
Horn - - - - . - 143 

Sec. 6. 
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S^. 6.^ Length op the BoV. 

Mr. Barrington*s Obfervations refpeding the Standard 
Length of -the Bow conlidered— His Errors on this 
Head pointed out— .Statute of 5 Ed. IV. ciled—Remarks on 
that Statute^-Obfervations on the proper Length of the 
Bow - - - - - 144. 

CHAPTER VI. 

OpAiRBow^. 

Sec. t. Different Parts of a Shaft — ^Woods proper for Steles 
—Rules to be d)fervcd in making Steles — Woods proper 

, :for War Aitows-T Woods ufed for Steles in modem Ar- 
cheiy— Their different Qualities - " '47 

*SeC. 2. Op W^EIGHING AND PAIRING ArROWS. 

. Arrows weighed and paired in former Times — Now 
weighed by Troy Weight— Advantages of this Method— 
Scak of Weights for Arrows ufed in different Kmds of 
Shooting — Confequcnce of Shooting with Airows of unequal 
Weights - - - - '- Ija 

/Sec. 3. Length of the Arrow. 

Length of the Arrow not noticed by Afcham— Opinion 
refpe^ng the Length of the Arrow compared with 
that of the Bow— Length of Flemiih Arrows— Reafons — ^ 
Length of Arrows ufed in diftant Shooting - « '54 

Sec. 4. Forms op Arrows. 

Different Forms of Steles fuited to different Shooters— 
;- — Reafons and Obfervations — Principles of Arts drawn 
from Obfetvations upon the Wifdom of Providence^ in 
the Formation of Animals - - - 158 

Sec. 5. Of piecing Shafts. 

Reafons— Origin -^iJtility - - - - 160 

Sec 6. Op. the Nock. 

Nocks. i>f Arrpws differently made — Advantages of > ,. 
different Nocks confidered— Obfervations on the Double ■ 
Nock' ' . . - - ... 161' 

Skc. 7. 
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Sec. 7. :^, ^ Of vh^ Fbatbei. 

liE^r^cc of the Feather— Obfeivatioiia ori Jthe -Bea-— ^ 
thers of different Birds— Their different Properties in Ar- 
cheiy— Value and Ufe oi^ the Goofe-Feather in former 
Pays-i-Mcrits of the Tiirkey-Feaflier— Obfervations on the 
Featb^s 6f the Goctfe-^Difference of Feathers in the fame 
Wing— Reafons for paying Atten.tion to the Colour of the 
Featfer— Feathers' the nioft efteemed when dropped - %6} 

Sec. 8. Of setting on the Feather. ; 

feathers fhould be drawn with Care— Cautions and Reafons ;'" 
. — Obfervations and Rules for ufing long and fhort Feathers: 
—Opinion refpe^ng the IncUoation or Incurvation obferv- 
(cd in^ fetting on the Feather — How £ai a/iopted by other/ 
Nationjf— Circularity the Primum Mobile in A:^che]ty */ 168 

Sbc. 9. Op trimming the Feather. 

Rules to be obferved in trimming the Feather— Plucking of 
Feathers — Right- Arrows, how feathered - - 170 

Sec* 10. Of the Head. 

Origin and Ufe of the Head— Different Kinds of Heads foir ' 

jwricking— Obfervations on the Ufe iind £fFed of cach-^ 
\ Materials of Heads— Comparifon between the l)iffereiit 
Eifeds of ^ iharp and blunt Heads, fupported by Ex- 
periment . - - - - * 171 • 

Sec it. Of setting ok the Head. ^ ^ ' , 

Kules for feiting on the Head— Reafons why the Ihort, Head 
' is better than the long Head - , • • *7J 

CHAPTER \1I. 
Of the BejLt, Tassel anp GrkAse-Pot. . V 
Their different tlfes - - . - * 176 , 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Of Shooting in Oeneral. 
Sec. f. General Obfervations— Faults obferved in Archew-?- - 
-4fciam*s five Points of Archery ^- -.177 

', Sec 3. Of StrincS^ing the Bow. 

Cautions—Difierent Effe6ks of the high and low Bend-^RulcJ 
for afeertaining the proper Bend— 'Of Stringing a Bow that - " ^ 
is caft— Pofition of the String to be attended to • -. . if;t, 

Sec 3. 
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Sec. 3. Of Bracxi^o AitD'U^R^a^m t^e Bow. 

Ancient flHifl .^modom^ Me&Ojds r « .; .« . •* ,t$j^: 

Sec. 4. , Of Standing. , 

Biiles ia bp robforyed in afcert^dniog the. pr«jier> Tofition . f^od 
^ Attitude of an Archer— Authorities— Remarks and Inftr^Q: 
tions— Reference to the Frontifpiece-^Chara6terifti«8 of 
Archery— The Archer's Attitude a Subjedt of Admiration i85 

Sec. ^. Of Nocking. 

Nocking Ac «afieft Part of Archery— Cautions— Method of 
preventing irregular Nocking— Of handling the Bow -_ 19X 

Sec. .6. . , Of Drawing. 

Drawmg the beil Part of Shooting— Rules and Remarks - 195 

Sec. 7. Of Housing. 

How Holding is to be performed— Pofition in which the Bow 
ihould be held ' - / - - ^ '9J 

Sec. 8. ' Of Loosing, 

Rules^beot^fqrved in Loofing - - - 196 

Sec. 9. Of Shooting at Marks. 

FirftLeiToM - - . i ij^ 

Sec. io. Of Elevation. 

Obfervations on Elevation— .Higheft Point of Elevation— ©if- 
ferent Methods made Ufe of by Archers to obtain due Eleva- 
^on — Remarks - - - • , , -^ 199 

Sec. II. Of the Wini? and the Weat^ier. 
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of the Wiod, tand to become well acquainted with the 
Flight of his Arrows — Difference of the Seafons— Effed of 
the Weather upon the BoW and the Archer— Effeds of the 
Wind in Archery— Courfe and Nature of the Winds — Cau- 
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Rivers affedcd by a Tide - - - soa 

Bmc. 12. - Of -the Footing. 

Footing or Standing ia the Wind, the beft Means of celin- 

• teradlng its Effeds - - ^ ^^ ^ot 

•Bbc. 13. . . Op taking Aim. 

Obfervations • - * « » 0C9 

Sic. 14. Of keeping a Length. 

Qrutions and Remark* - - • . - - ^k^ 

r. . Sic. ij- 
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A Remembrance of the Shows and Shoofrngs, or 
' Appearances of ArclierSy inthe Sixteenth and Sevenr 
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The Shooting of the Duke of Shoreditch, (Anno iS^3) • ^57 
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PRINCIPAL W 6 R K S 

QUOTED OR REFERRED TO. 



TO prevent tl^c frequent Repetition oT the numerous Authorities 
quoted and referred to in thefe Tra6ts, with their Titles and 
Editions, and to facilitate the Reader's Reference to the Ori- 
ginals; the following Lift of Printed and Manufcript Works is 
laid before him. 

Affairs from PubUc Records, MSS. Biil. Cott. 

j^Ujn {dories). The Battailes of Crefcey and Poidiers. . LwiJm^ 

1633, i2mb. ^ 

Anglica, Hibernica, Normannica, Cambrica, k V«teribu8 Scripts. 

Ex qui bus Giraldus Cambreniis, &c. Francofurtu Anw^ M. D. 

C. II. ^fol. 
Arcbaeologia, or Mifcellaneous Trafts relating to Antiquity, pub-* 

liflied by the Society of Antiquarians iA London. London^ 

1770, 4to. 
ArcherJe.-^A Brief Treatife to prove the Neceffity and Excellence 

of, (by R. S,) Lond, 1596, 4to. - 
^rnott {Hug%), — Hiftory of Edinburgh. Edinb. 1779, 4to. 
Art of W^r, MSS. Bibl Hark 
Afcham t/?(»^^).— Toxophilu^' or the Schole of Partitions. Lwd. 

1544, 4to. 
Ayime for the Finfbury Archers, or an Alphabetical Table of the 

Nijmes of every Mark within the fame Fields, with the true 

Diftances 
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Diftances hy the Map, and Dimenfuratibn with the Line, pub* 
lifhed by J. S. and E. B. L«W. 1594, i6rao. Republiibcd hy 
.R. F. 1604, and again by James Partridge, i6a8. 
Barclay (yfl^.)« — Euphormionis Satyrici Icon Animorum, i6k 

IMdO. 

Barnes {J^^) Hiftory, qf Edward III. and the Black Prince.. 

. Camb'i 1688, fol. 

Barrington (Hon. Dofftes), — Obfervations on Archery. Se€ Aroh«- 

ologiaj or MifceUaneous Tra6ts relating to Antiquity, publiihed 

by the Society of Antiquarians of London, (vol. 7). Lotti/. 1740^ 

4to. 
Barwick {Humphrey), — A breefe Difcburfc, concerning the Force 

and Effe£t of all Manual Weapons of Fire, and the Difability of 

the Long-Bow,^ or Archery, Lond. 410. 
Sf% (Gw/. d5p).-^De la Difcipline Militaire. Lyon. 1627^ i.amo. 
Bo/well (*famej).^Tour to the Hebridesv Lond, 1 785, 8vo. 
Camden {Jjrilliam), — Remaines concerning Brjtaine^ Lond. 1614, 

4to. 
Can/emir (Demetrius). ^UiRory of the Growth and Decay of the ' 

Othman Empire, Englrflied b^ N. Tindal. LoHd. 1734, fol. 
Carew {Richard), — Survey of Cornwall. Lond. 1602, 410. 
Charlton. — Hiftory of Whitby Abbey. 4to. . ^ 

Chardin (Le Chevalier), ^Voyages en Perfe et autres Lieux de 

rOrient, 3 torn. Jmfi. 17; i, 4to. * 
Cluveri (P>4/7.).— Germaniae Antiquae. Lugd. Bat. apud Elzev. 

.i6i6, fol. 
Co;»iW/ (P/;/7. //rf).— Memoires, 3 torn. BruJ/l i'j<}6^ 8vo, 
Colledions about levying of Men for the Service of War, taken 

out of the Records, MSS. Bib. Cott. 
Country Contentments^ (by G. M,), Lond, 161 5 and 1649, 4to. 
Daniel (5awtftf/).— Colleftion of the Hiflory of. England. Lond. 

1^)50, fol. = 

Daniel {Pere).'-'U\&d\rt de France, 7 torn, fecond edit. Jmji. 

IJ1I0, 4to. . , ' 

" I ■ Hiftoire de la Milice Fran^oifc, 2 torn. Jm^. 

,1724,410. 

h 2 De/aguliers 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•[ xxxviii ] 

DefaguUers Xy. r.).— Syftcm of Experimental Philofophy, proved 

by Mechanics. ^ Lond. 17J4, 4to. 
Dttcarell (Andrew Cokee)-^ Ang]0'i^ormzn Antiquities. London y 

1767^ fol; - 

Edmonds (Clement). — Commentaries of C. Julius Caefar, ^tranflated 

into £ng]ifh, with Obfervations, Comments and Notes. Lond. 

169J, foL 
Edward Vl. — MS. Diary in his own Hand. MibL Cott. 
Fire-Shafts. — A new Invention of Shooting Fire-Shafts in Long- 
• Bows, (by a true Patriot). Lond* 1628, \Xo. 
Fltxftephen (//^/7/.)— Defcription of London> with a Commentary. . 

Lwd. 1772, 4to. 
forte/cue (Sir ye^^w).— Difference between abfoUite and limited 

Monarchy. Lond. 1714, 8vo. 
fmjfart {Jdh!) — Chroniques de France et d'Angleterrc, 4 vol. 

"Par. 1518, 4to. 5^^ the old Englifh Tranflalion, 
Fuller il'homas).^Ttit, Hiftory of the Worthies of England. Lwd. 

1662,' fol, ' I 

Garland. See Robin Hood. 
Gibhm f£//w.)— Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 

Empire, 6 vol. 3d edit. Lond^ ijj2, 4 to. 
iGoodwin {Thomas), -^Ki^ory of the Reign of King Henry V. Lond, 

1 704, fol. 
Gr/5^/o» (^/VA/jr J) .^—Chronicle of Briteyn. Lond, 1568, fol. 
Greaves {John). — Defcription of the Pyramids in Egypt. Lond.. 

1646, 8 vo.. 
Hanmer, (^Meredith) i-^lii^OTy and Chronicle of Ireland. DM 

1633, ^^^' 

Bargrove {E.)'-'Anecdoies of Archery. Ywi, 1792, i2mo. 
Hajnvard (Sir y<ni«).-^The Lives of the three- Norman kings of 

England. Lond. 1613, 4to. 

- ^ — Life and Raign of King Edward VI. Lond. 

1630, 4to. ' ' * 

Herbert {Edward),-^BsLron de Chcrbury. Life arid Reign of King 

Henry VIII. Load. 1672, fol. 
Herbert (T/tomas). ^Dtkxiption pf the Perfian Monarchy^ Lond. 

1634, fol. * * 

Herbert 
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Heriert {Tiomas). — ^Trffrels into Afnca and.Afia. icW. 16^77, ^«^* 
HolUnJhed^ (Raphael). — Chronicles of England, Scotland, and ire- 
- land, a v6l8. printed by John H^rrilbn. JLW.^to. \ 
Joviui (F«i«/«^).-^Defcriptio Bfitanniac, Scotiae, Hibemi«, et 
♦ Orchadunn. ^ f^en, 1548, 4to. ^ . v 

KnowUx {Richafti).~GtncYa\ Hiftory of the Turks. Loud. 163B, fol% 
Za//Wr (//iirg^^). —•Sermons. £»«//. 1635, 410* 
l,eland{^^) — ^De Rebas Britannicis CoUe^anea, Edit, ^ttomas 

Hearne, 6 torn. Oxort, 1715, 8vo. 
Leonis {Imp.) — T^i5tica five de Re Militari. Lugd, Bat. i6t2, 4to.' 
Lyt^ton {Oeo. Lord).— The Hiftory of the Life of King Heijry JL 

and of the Age in which he lived, ,4 vol. Lond, 1 767, 4to, 
iWii;'M«!7w (G^«i?<j/&).— Art-of Archerie. LenJ. 1634, 121110. 

I ■ Country Contentments. Z,o;^</. 1615, 1649* 

' 4to. - - 

Ma/cou {Joh, Jacob).'^-The Hiflory of the ancient Germans, and 

other Northern Nations, tranilated by. Thomas Lediard, a vo|* 

Lond. 1738, 4to. 
Jlafon (l?/VA«r// 0/wtf/^).— Confidorationson the Ufe of the Long'' 

Bov and Pike, Lond. i-jc^^, 8vo. 
Montluc {Blaife ^<f).— -0)mmentaires, 2 torn. Bonrd. 159a, 8vo. • 
MonifaucoA (Bern: </«?.).— Monumcns de la Monarchie Fran^oifl^ 

5 torn. Par. 1729, fol. 
Mofeley. {Wialter Michael).— 'ESI^zy on Archery. Worceft. 179a, 8vo. 
Mulcajier (-R/VW^/).— Politions concernii^g the training up of Ciiil- 

dren. Lond. 1581, 4to. ' • 

Muratori {Lud. Ant.) — Antiquitates Italian medii JEvi. 6 torn. Af^-- 

diol. 1738^ fol. 
Neade^PniL) — Double-armed Man. Lond. 1625, 4to. 
Norfolk Militia. — Plan of Difcipline for the Ufe of the, Lond. 

1760^ 4to. 
0^(p/</ (/f. G.)'— Anecdote.^ of Archery. LoW. i7()t,-x2mo. 
P of rizi {Franc.) — Paralleli Militati. ^o;?;. 1 594, fd. - 
Peck {Francis). — Defiderata Curiofa. LoW. J779, 410* 
■ ■ / I I Thje Antiquarian Annals of Stanford. Lend. 

5^727, foil 
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ftrcy \ Thmas) .<— RcUq^ic* of ancient Engliib IjQetf jr, 3 Toi. Lvuk 

176^, 8vo. 
Fmierton (5W»).— Hiftory of Ijie Scot* from tb^ Accc<fion ipf the 

H^afe of Stuart to that of Mary, % vols. JLtftJ. 1 797*, ^to. 
Piittii (Caii Secundi). — Hidodas Naturalis, a torn, P^« ^1^1% fol» 
JL^ertfm {JFiiUam) — Hiftory^f America, a vol. L^/n^. 4tp« 
JJi^/w.— New Principles of Gunnery. Xmi^. 174a. 
Rohin ff#o</.-— A CoUedioQ of all the ancient Poema, &c. now extaot 

with hiiiorical Anecdotes of his Lif<^, % vok isond. 1 795, 8va 
i^ii.— 'Ancient Hiflory (£nglifh)» 10 vols. L«»i/. 1754. 
J?j/1 (yal«).— Hiftoria; Regnm Angliae. Edit. Tho. Hearne. Ox9n. 

1716^ 8 vo. 
Sfihmann {C. G.)— Gymnaftics for Youth, (tranilated from the Gcrr 

manj. Lon^' i8oo> 8vo. 
Sandjs {George), — Relation of a Journey to the Mediterranean and 

other, parts. Lwd* 1670, foL 
Swilk (ifoirjf).— Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores, poft Bedam* 

L^nd. I $96, fol. 
^r^^r (ya^tfii.)-^Lapponica. Franc, 1673, 4^<^- Angl. Oxon. 1674;, 

fol.- . , 

Scot (Reginald). — Difcovery of Witchcfaft* Lond. 1665, fol. 
9btierell {R^ifert) and 7 — Archerie Revived, or the Bowman's Ex- 
Dtttfey {Thomas), i cellence ; an Heroic Poem. Lwd, 1676, 8vo. 
Smith (Sir yiwb).— Certain Difcourfes on Weapons. Comparifon 

of Weapons, bond, 1 590, 4to. 
-^ ^ — Anfwer to Mr. Barwick, MS- Bihi. HarL No. 

Speed (^^»).— -Hiftory of Great Britaine. Lond, 1650, fol. 
Spelman ( Sir *7«^«).— Life of Alfred the Great, by Thomas Hearne, 

OxoH. 1709, 8vo. 
^/w (7(^/1).— Survey of London, 1598, 4to. — Enlarged by John 

Strype, a vol. Land, 1 720. fol. 

■ ■'■ Annales, or a General Chronicle of England. Lwd, 

1631, fol. 
Strutt (Jp/eph), — Horda Angel-cynnan, or a compleat View of the 

Manners, &c. of the Inhabitants of England, from the Arrival 

<4 the Saxons, till the Reign of Henry VI H. 3 vol. Lond. 

177s, 4to. ' V 

Stuart 
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iShfort (yames^.'^Atdifiv&tiei pf Athens, 5 vol. Loiut. t:j6%^ IbL , 

Survey of EDghih Forts, ice. MSS. Bi6l. HarL 

Tavemiete (y<wflLA^/{/ftf)»— Voyage* eoTurqaie, en fserfe, & tux 
Iib<)^ 3 tonh Ftff. »676-9,» 4to. 

The Booke of certain Triuniplies iqyon the -Marriage i^lRiehard 
Duke of York (Son to King Edward IV.) with Ann Mowbrajr^ 
Paughtcr to tht Duke of Norfolk, MSS- Bib'. HM. 

Tmmr (Samitil).^ Accovmt of a:n Embafly to tbeifCptin of thft 
Tefhoo Xam», in - Tibet : and • Narrative of a Journey through 
Bootan. ZMr/i'iSoo, 4to.. 

Fegefius (FlaviusJ.'^De^IiG Militdri, cum Commentariis, aut Notli 
Franc. Modii, fee. &c. Raphd) 1607, 4^^* 

tFalkcr {fofeph C.)— An HiiloricafI Eflay on theDrefsof the Ani- 
ent und Modern Irith ; to whidi is fubjoined a Menxnr on the 
Armour and Weapons of the Irifli. DnifL 1788, 4to. 

TFanington (^i7//tf/w).— Hiftory of Wales, % vol. Lmd. *79'» ^^o. 

ffUliams (Sir Roger). -^ A Briefe Difcourfe of Warrc. Lwd* 
1590, 4to. 

/f^^ (-<^/.)— Athcnae Oxonienfes. LmJ. 1721, foK 



Mr. Barrington,' at the End of his Obfcrvations on Archery, , 
notices a MS. Treatife on Archery, by a Sadler of Mancheflcr ; 
faid to be in the poflcffion of Sir Aihton Lever. This Treatife, 
upon Inquiry, cannot now be found ; but by thofe who have feen 
it, is faid to be of no Value; containing only fome few Extra6ts 
frtoi Afcham, with fome very trifling Obfervations, accompanied 
With Drawings of the Forms of common arrows. 
N. B. The following Book is not quoted or referred to; but may 

be faid to relate to Archery. 
Poems on the Archers of the Royal Company of Archers, by fcve- 

ral Hands. Edlnb. 1 726, 8yo. 



IT may not be unacceptable to the Admirers of Archdry, to be 

informed, that the following Prints have lately been publilhed on • 

(he Subjeft. 

• Jin 
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jiA ^i€vt::Jreier :m: 3^^f7.-n^Defigned hy Stdda^t and engraved 
by Heath* '^ '. ' \ . ^ ' .'..•- ■.'.■'••' ' 

:> This f^tfte .i$ tli^ Frontifpiece to Mr. Mo£def4 Effay on Ar^- 
chery* It. is very neatly engraved, , but ; da incorreft Example gf 
Ibc' Archer*! Pofition, AttLftud^ a»d:.Afiion. •For he is reprefeated 
Rawing hit Arrow at a Mark: and if a i^jfiattt one Is dcfigned^ his 
Bow-hand^ is iim^ Iqw ? if a 'nee^t One/ Ms dra^figrJta^d irery nttbch 
fo; and the 1£lbow of his drawihg-arro is too much raifcd. He is, 
drawn. :wLth the Iieel of his xigkK fpot elevj|t,ad, i^ the. aft of Shoot- 
ing, a very great Error of the Defigner. . In other; refpcfts, the 
A^n; p^^fe^: Archer is fj*uUUy:d8fpnbedj . 

The above Criticifnv upon tlfi$ Figure appears, the more necef- 
i^ry to bp notiecdr as it haft lately been reduced by Harper, and 
prefixed to thi? ff^rsxham Editipn of Afcham; w:hich may fi^ll into 
th'fe Hands pJfthofe» who inay ba induced tp.rely upon this attitude 
a» an Exaipple to be followed;, / 

: An Engramg of a Portrait rf Sih: Wllfiam Wood^ in his drefs a« . 
Marflial of the Finfbury Archers, from an original Pidure in the 
pofleffion of th{e ToxophilitcSociety. Drawn by ^. Harding. lEn- 
graved by y. C/^;w/>. Publifhed May 2 1 , 1793. 

Archery, — A Print reprefenting the Shooting at Blackheath. De- 
figned by Jofeph Slater. J^ngraved by> J. Heath. PubVifhed 
March 23, t789* 

Meet ir^ of ike Society tf Roy ^IBriti/b Bowmen in Gwqrjyllt Parky Den* 
higl{fhife^ inAq^Lia-tinta. The Figures drawn by R. Smirke, R. A* 
The L?n4Cpap^ by J. Ernes. The Aqua- tinta by G. Apoftool. 
PublifbedAprlli, i7^, 

female Jrchers, — Three Figutes defigned b^ Adam Buck. En- 
fraved^ by Wright and ^iegler. Publiihed 1 799. 



The Frontifpiece to Markham*$ Art of Archery, is the Figure 
of King Charles I. de(igned-as an Archer; but very indiiiercntly^ 
executed. 

Bromlqy (in his Catalogue of Engraved Britijb Portraits) nptices 
8 wll0^e Length of Afcham reading to the Queen, prefixed to hi» 
Epiftles, by Elfloby 8vo, but it feeras doubtful whether this is 
r<r«/ Fortrai-t. " .' 
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TRACTS, m. 



CHAPTER I. 



SECTION I. 



Antiquity of the Bow — Superiority of the Bow as 
a Weapon of TVar^ previous to the Knowledge of 
Gunpowder — Principles and Materials ofB&ws in 
general — Englijh Nation renotwnedfgr Archery — • 
Revolutions in the Art of War — Periods of all 
Arts. 

OF all the inventions of men, fcarcely any one can 
challenge higher antiquity, (i) or more univer- 
fal and long continued ufe, than jhe bowi a weapon 

which 



(i) Of the otigin and firft invention of the bow, we have 
neither hiftory nor tradition. Mr. Mofeley (who has carried his 
ohfervations upon the fubjed to a very diftant age) leaves un- 
folved the queftion, by. what accident the firing was firft applied* 
to the wood, and the arrow to the ftring. He notices (with Af- 
cham) the opinions of the ancients: fome of whom afcribed the 
invention to Apollo, others to Perfes the fon of Perfeus, and 
Scythes, the fon of Jupiter ; and ^after obferving, " that' the 
** founder of every nation has the merit of the difcpvery of tte? 
*' bow afcribed to him by the inhabitpnts j" he concludes, ** that 
** it is in vain to make conjedures on the fubjed; the early pe- 
** nods of the world being hidden in fucli denfe obfcurity,. that 
" we caainot form any plaufible hypothefis, to ferve as an expla* 
" nation." Mofeley, p. 43. However we find mention of the bow 
in the mod ancient and raoft authentic hiftory of the firft ages of 
the world, and for the firft time, in the days of Ifaac, (about the 
year 1760 before Chrift.) Genefisy c. xxvii. v* }• Afcham obferves, 

9 ' that 
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ivhich has been common to almoft all (.2) people, and a 
chief inftrument of vidtor y and conqueft from the re- 
moteft period of time. Previous to the difcovery of 
gunpowder, the bow was, unqueftionably, the mod 
efficacious (3) weapon of war ^ it united and concentrated 
the diftinft powers 6f the only two weapons of diftant 
offence, that .had been difcovered and made ufe of, 
namely the darty javelin, or lance; and the Jling. To 
the certainty of the former, it added the A)elocity of the 
latter. For it muft be apparent to every one who con- 
fiders the cbnftruftion and effedl of this weapon (the 
bow) that the arrow is but the lance^ reduced in quantity 
oi matter, and increafed in quantity of w(?//o»j by the 
power of an inftrument, capable of communicating a 
velocity fer greater than that given by the arm^ and of 



that Nicholas de Lyra carries the antiquity of the how, as far 
tack as the days of A4am^ fuppofing, that it was the weapon 
with which Laraech flew Cain. Toxofhilus. 

(a) Dr. Robertfon, (in his Hiftory of America^) informs us, 
*• that there were fome tribes on that continent, who were fo def- * 
•* titute of art and ingenuity, that they had not attained to the 
** difcovery of this fitnple invention." Vol.1. B. iv. p. 375, (4to. 
. edit. 1777.) Our late difcoveries have traced it to the moft remote 
parts of the globe. Cook's Forages, 

(3) Mr. Barrington obferves, "that the Englifh were fo well 
•* trained to the ufe of the bow, that their armies had (it fhould 
*• feem) the fame advantage over their enemies, as the exclufive 
•* ufe of fire-arms would give us at prefent." , It was not only 
owing to the excellence, but alfo to the number of the archers, 
ihat the Englifh obtained fo many vi6torie6; for we find, that 
the ftrength and main body of their armies, frequently confifted of 
archers^ while their enemies in early time, in general compofed 
their armies chiefly of men at armj^ on whom they placed the 
greateft xiependence. Upon Which circumftance Philip de Cominea 
inakes the foUo^^ing obfefvation. ** Mon advis efl que la fouve- 
** rain^ ch<^e du monde pour les battailes, font des archiers : mais 
** qu'Us foient a milUers (car en petit mmbn ne valent rien**) Mc 
moirefi torn. i. p- as* v 

continuing. 
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continuing it to an infinitely greater diftance, than the 
latter can by any means be made to attain (4). 

Lamentable is the truth, that owing to the corrupt 
ftate and .violent paffions of mankind, war always has 
been, and ftill is, the chief art cultivated among even 
the moft civilized people. (5) Among the ftill barbarous 
nations indeed, it is almoft the only one cultivated at 
all. We tlierefore cannot wonder, that an inftrumcnt, 
which in its efFedls was found to be not only materially 
ufcful, in the confl;ant war which man wages againft 
the beafts of the field, but alfo to poflefs very cxtenfive 
powers in the frequent conteft^ between man and man ; 
(hould afterwards be turned to the deftruftion of the 
human race. Its firft life procured for it univerfal 
reception and confidence ; its latter deftination affigned 
it, until long after the introduftion of gunpowder, the 
chief place among the implepnents of war. 

The principles upon which bows were conftrufted, 
(although different nations made ufe of different mate- 
rials,) have been very fimilar in all countries. The 
only materials hi^dicrto employed, have been horn and 
woQdi{6) the former are peculiar to moft of the Eaftern, 

(4) The ancients (both Greeks and Romans) appear to have^ 
made ufe of a thong in proje6iing their darts or javelins. The 
natives of fome of the South Sea lilands, ufe a grooved piece of 
wood with a ftop at the end, called a throwing Jikk \ with the help* 
of which, they are faid to caft a fpear ffty yards with unerring 
certainty. In the Ifland of Tanna the natives throw their darts 
(by meatas of a cov^) feventy and eighty yards. Cook's Voyages, 

(5) The great hiftorian and philofopher G/^^o», makes the fol- 
lowing obfervation upon the difcOvery of gunpowder. t*If," fays 
he, " we contraft the rapid progrefs of this mifchievous dif- 
** covery, with the flow and laborious advances of reafon, fcience, 
*^ and the arts of peace; a philofopber, according to his temper, 

" will laugh ox weep at the follies of mankind." Vol. vi. p. 377. ' 

(6) As to bows of metal, fee pofi (part ^.ch, ^>/ec. i.) Crojfs hows 
although 'oSginally made of wogd, and afterwards of horn, have, for 
many agea>' ^een made pf^rf/. Avery full account of the crofs- 
bow m2iY h^ foKntidi in- Murdtori Jntiq. Jtal. torn, 2. Dijfert. 26. and 
Daniel Hijl. (fyria Milice Francoife, torn. i. 
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as the latter are to moft of the European and other 
Nations. The Chinefe-Tartary bow confifts (except 
in the center and at the extremes) entirely of ho/n. 
'The Perfian and Tu|"ki(h bows have generally a fpecies 
of elaftic wood incorporated (as it were) with the 
horn, along both curves of the bow. Mr. Mofcley has 
defcribed the fhape and materials of the bows ufed in 
all parts of the world. But he is fbmewhat incorreft in 
his defcription of the Perfian tow; obfcrving that the 
horn IS united to the wood by means of catgut. For 
the' horn ufed in the conftrudion not only of the Per/tan 
bows, but alfo of fuch Turkijh bows as are not made 
with the natural horn, undergoes a preparation before 
it is ufed in bow-making j being completely fufed or 
liquefied, and in that ftate is (by means of its own tenacity 
or a glue) incorporated with the wood. Thefe bows, 
after they are made, are often (in different places) bound 
tight with cane or the finews of the Bufi^alo, in order to 
increafe their ftrength and prevent their giving way (7). 

Of 



(7) In fome countries, the bow has made far greater advances 
to perfe6^ion, than ip others. But where we find it rude and 
fimple in fhape, and clumfy in operation ; we fometimes fee it 
aiTume a moft terrific and abhorred^ appearance; becoming the 
coilduftor of certain and inevitable death, by the flighteft wound 
from the arrow it proje61ts, when dipt in the juice of fome poifbnous 
yegetable. Mr. Mofeley has given an account of numerous expe- 
riments made upon animals, with the poifon ufed for infefiing 
arrows; which in general proved immediately fatal, and he quotes 
from Tavernier's Travels^ a very Temarkable occurrence in proof x)f 
the inftantaneous eife^ of the poifon ufed by the inhabitants of 
MakalTar; in which an arrow having been dipped, it was blowji 
through a tube with fuch dexterity, as to ftrike the great toe of 
a condemned perfon, (the criminal having delired to be wounded 
in that part of his body,.) and although two European furgeons on 
the fpot, immediately exerted their ikill, and amputated the part - 
far hehw the wound, with quick difpatch j the man died in their 
hands. Mofeley^ p.i5<). Mr. Paterfon (in"^his Travels in Africa, in 
the years 1777-8-9,) tells us, " that he fell in with an European 
** woman, who had been wounded with a poifoned arrow. Great 

" paint 
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. Of all nations, who adopted the ufe of the bow, no 
pne was ever found, to be fo fully cronipeteht to the 
cxercifc and command' of its greateft powers, as the 
Englijhy who with this weapon, acquired the mod 
memorable renown, and gained fuch vidories, %^ 
aftonifhed Europe. ^ 

Ii]i the following pages, we Ihall find, (upon the re-, 
port of Sir John Smith,) in what high eftimatioa 
the Englifh archers were held by other nations; an4 
the praifes bellowed (even by our eneniies) upon their 
achievements with the Jong bow; a little while before 
it gave place to a newly -invented wcappn. In v^ry 
parly times, the Ikill and valour of the Englifli archer^s, 
carried their fame in?o foreign countries. Pcrc Daniel, 
fpeaking of the archers of Henry V, calls them " milice 
redoubtable i (^ qui fi*avoit poini d'egale, en Jon ejpece^ 
dans les autres nations.^' Hijl. de France^ torn. 3. p. 873. 
and Philip de Comines ftiles them *' lafleur des arcbiers 
du mondeJ^ Memoirs^ torn. i. ch. 3. p. 21. The Duke 
of Guelderland in a letter to King Richard II. makes ufe 
of this very remarkable expreffion ; " the tried valour of 
your people, and the Jharpnefs of their arrows^ have fo 
far advanced the fame of your magnanimous nation 
above any of the weft, that terror and dread cannot bqt 
feize your adverfaries." Lord Lyttelton, vol. iv. p. 28. 
notes tojecond book. 

But the defire of noyelty, the capapity of the human 
genius, aqd the rapid progrefs of philofpphy and the 
arts, have brought about ilich frequent and abfblute 
changes in all hurnan affairs; that the manners, cuftoms 

" pains had been taken to cure her, but in vain ; for at different 
?' periods of the 'year, an inanimation came on, which was 
•* fucceeded by a partial mortification. She told him, that the 
•* wound was eafily healed up ; but in two months afterwards* 
^' there was a certainty of its breaking out again» and this had 
♦♦ been the cafe for many years." PaterfmU Travels* 
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and arts of former times, are often fcarcely to be traced, 
in the inquiries and rcfearches of the moft aftive and 
diligent antiquarian* As muft be expedled in fuch a 
revolution; thofe.arts mod conducive'to the welfare of 
ftatcs, have met with the firfi and greateft alterations. 
And we find that no one has, in all refpeds, under- 
gone a greater change, both in principle and practice, 
than the art of war. Hence, inventions, which in 
times paft were deemed moft excellent, and even mafter- 
pieces of art; after having .once made way for others, 
calculated (or at leaft fuppofed to be better adapted) to 
attain the fame end, and promifing more powers and 
perfeftions, have funk into^eglefl:, and been long con- 
figned to oblivion. Yet have we not always profited 
by the exchange. On the tontrary, in this age we fre- 
quently deplore the lofs of arts, which flouriflied fome 
centuries ago; and wMch we find are not now to be 
revived; arts which we too. late acknowledge to have 
had no rival. There have, in all ages^ been men, who 
yrere decided opponents to every new invention : but 
this obftirjate and wilful blindnefs to merit, genius 
arid ufeful difcovery, has ferved only to encreafe their 
energy and progrefs. Old and new fyftems and dif- 
coveries can rarely be united^ it generally happens, 
that in the ftruggle, one is triuniphant, and the other 
looked upon with contempt or indifierence, and at laft 
for ever forgot. One of our firft philofophers and 
poets, has divided the life of man into Jevm ages. In 
imitation of his example, we may diftinguifli the e3t- 
ifterice of every art, by jfw evident periods; namely, 
its hirth^ P^ogrefs^ perfeSiion^ decline and fall. Periods, 
which hiftorians afiume, in their corredb details of the 
revolutions of Empires; and in the fequel of this 
treatife, we fliall be able to trace, and afcertain thefc. 
diftinft tinjies in the hiftory of the EngUfh long-hw. 

SECTION 
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MtroduBwfi of the Bern into JBritain^-PartiaUty of 
our Ancejiors for it^-founded upon fglidreafons^- 
their reludtance to abandon the ufe of it. 

IT feems fcarcely poffible to afcertain, (with any 
degree of prccifion) the exaft period of time when 
the bow was firft introduced into Britain {i). Mr. 
Mofeley thinks it probable, that the bow was introduced 
int6 Britain, (as a military weapon) by the Romans^ 
{Mofeley^ p. aio.) Casfar certainly had archers^ when 
he firft landed in England* Comment. But the Romaa 
arthers were chiefly auxiliaries, and their nK)ft expert 
bowmen Cretans, who, Mr. Sandys [Relation of a jour^ 

ney 



(-8) The author of thefe tra6ls has been not a little folicitous, 
and not wanting in the labour of a diligent refearch, to difcoveip 
and trace Ihe ufe of the wooden bow, among European nations ia 
early times ; with a view to find out, if it had made any figure 
in hiftory, previous to the battle of Haftings. But in this attempt 
the moft authentic ancient hiftorians (whofc works have furvived 
the wreck of time,) afford but trifling afl5ftance ; the Roman hif- 
torians relate but little of thofe nations not fubjugatcd to the 
power of Rome ;■ and we have neither any very ancient nor accu- 
rate hiftory of their barbarian invaders. Cluver (the author of 
the Antiquities of Germany) tells us, " that the only people of Ger- 
** many who ufed the bow, were the Finlanders and the Goths, 
** who bordered ox\ the left and mouth of the Viftula ; but what 
** was th^ fihn and kind of bow ufed by them, is (he obferves) 
** to be inveftigated : and that Marcellinus fays, that the bows of 
*' aH nations were formed of bent fpears or poles, (flexis hafiilibus). 
** except thofe of the Scythians or Partl\ians, who, in ancient 
♦* times, ufed the fame form of bow, as they had then.*' .Thi? 

B 4 ' I Mr* 
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ney to the Mediterranean and other farts anno 1610.) 
oWcrvcs, ** ufed the Scythian bow^ but much better than 
^' tijc Sqrthians;" The ufc of this bow wa^ condntted 
^mong the Romans^ long after the diviGon of the 
Empire: and Mr. Gibbon^ (vol iv. p. 130.) informs 
us, •' that in the fixth century, they placed their great 
^' reliance upon it in the African war/' As the Scythi^ 
bow was made of horn, the art of fabricating it was 
probably then, (as it has been for centuries paft,) con- 
fined to the nations that ufed it; and it is not to be 
fuppoied, that the Englifh could eaHly have obtained 
from their conquerors^ the arms, or the fecret of form- 
ing the weapons, by which they had been, fubdued. 
And as the ufe of the horn bow is not to be traced in the 
'annak or traditionary hiftories of this kingdom, we 
may conclude, that the Englifh were unacquainted with 
it. In a preceding note {note 8.) an endeavour has 
been made, to trace the ufe anc^ progrefs of the wooden 



Mr. Gibbon (vol. ii* p. 270) calls the long Tartar bow. Cfavcr ob-; 
ferves, ** that as to other bows, Marcellinus only means, that thejf 
•* were very long (pralongi^) as were thofe ufed in England, and 
•* among other nations, which equalled the height of a man." It 
. is probable, that fome of the Gottuc tribes who inyaded thf Roman- 
enopire, ufed the wooden bow. That they ufed the bow ;s certain; and 
biltorians inform us, that in, their firft encounter with ^he army of 
iht '^mi^tr ox Tlttc\\JA[flnno Domini 251,) his fon was (lain with an^r* 
rwy, in the beginj^ing of the a^ion. Macou (who quotes Mauricius) 
in his Hiftory of the ancient G^rm^ns^ fpeakitig of the Sclavonians, 
favs, ** utuntur^ quoque arcubi^ ligneis.** The northern Goths, 
who canje originally from Scandinavia, ^ere the forefathers of the 
Normans ; the latter, IVIr. Qibboh obferves, " had long been con- 
** cealed by a veil of impeneirable darknefs, and fuddeply burft forth, 
** in the fpirit of naval and military enterprife.*' The Normans 
(aftercarryingtheirarmsintoGenpaqy, Italy and Fr^i^ce,) in the 
e)event}i century, achieve4 the conqueft of J^ngland ; principally, 
as our hiftorjans rejate, by means of the long wooden iow^ which 
probably was kno\vn to moft of the inhabitants of Scandinavia, 
(in the northern parts of which it is at thils day ufed in the fports 
of the field) : but we do not read of any rpatfrial difplay of its 
jpqwew, till t{ie battle qf tj^ftipgs, 
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bow in Europe, to the tinric of the invafion of England by 
the Normans. The Danes, who as Speed obferves, 
^* were a branch from the fame root,*' could not be igno- 
rant of this weapon j theufe of which probably extended 
to their neighbours the Saxons; although Strutt in his 
Horda Angel cynnan notices, that among the firft Saxons 
who came into Britain, there is no mention of the bow, 
and that the axe was their principal weapon. Hiftbrians 
have given vtrj confufed and contradidory accounts of 
the introduftion of the bow into Britain* John Rols 
(the Antiquarian) although he informs us that the 
Britons ufcdbgwson the arrival of the Saxons; yctia 
fpcaking of the battle of Haftings, he tells us, *^ that the 
^* Normans had the vidtory, efpecially by means of their 
^* long (9) bows and arrows;*' and adds, *' that William 

5* encouraged 

(9) It has been fuppofed, that at the memorable battle of 
Haftings, Duke William had crofs bows, as well as long bows* 
in his army. And Tome hiftorians and poets in their details of 
this battle, have armed William himfclf with a crofs-bavjy con- 
formably with the report, that he was fo ftrong a man, as to have 
been able to bend this kind of bow, when on horfeback. 

The, troops William comnianded, being (as we are told) , col- 
leAed. from various parts, were no doubt differefitly armed ; aqd 
probably the Genoefc bow, or crofs bow, (which we find was 
afterwards fo confplcuous at the battle of Crefly,) was brought 
over by William with foldiers from Italy. In Ducarell's Anglo* 
jNorman Antiquities^ will be- found an engraving (taken by Smart 
Lethieullier, Efq. arid publiihed by Bernard de Montfaucon, in 
iiis* work intitled Les Mbnumens de la Monarchie Francoi/e) of a 
piece of tapeftry found in the cathedral of Bayeux in Normandy, 
nvhich he telb us was *' by tradition called Duke William's toilet^ 
" and faid to be the work of Matilda his queen, and the ladies of 
" her"CQurt, after he obtained the crown of England." This tappftiy 
reprjjfents the entire hiftory of the Norman invafion, ^nd the battle 
of HaHings. Jt is divided into feveral- compartments, in all of 
)vhich, the conqueror is figured in a coat of mail, with an iron club 
' pr mnQe \n his hand, and generally mounted on his charger. We 
fee in this work many archers, but they all have long bows. Some 
credit will attach to th^ accuracy of this hifloric reprefentation, 
as it was not only fabricated immediately after the event, but 
under the eye of William, and therefore lefs liable to error* And 

furelj 
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*' encouraged his troops, by aflqring them that thc^ 
^ Englijh had not any archers in their army.** He is fol- 
lowed by Speed, Echard, Lord Lyttelton, Sir John 
Hay ward, and others^ fome of whom aflert, that at the 
battle of Haftings, the EngJiQi were ajlonijhed at being 
ftruck with arrows, before the battle joined, and by 
Ci^mies at a great dijlance. While other hiftorians (as 
Mr. Mofeley obferves,) do not notice this furprife. 
Stow feys the EngllQi at this battle ^^Jhot darts/* 
Annals. — Our great antiquarian Camden tells us, that 
the bow was firft ^^ jhewed to the Englifh by the jD^ir^x, 
** and was brought in by the Normans** (Remains.) 
Afcham fays, that Sir Thomas Eliot informed him> 
** he had read in an exceeding old chrepicle, that the 
** firft Saxons brought with them the bow, in the time 
** of .Vortigern, with which principally they, fubdued 
** the Britons." In fupport of what Sir Thomas 
Eliot notices, we may refer to'an authority (probably 
the very authority alluded to by him,) which is Henry 
of Huntingdon^ who informs u?, that in the twenty 
fecondyear of the reign of Kenrick and Ceaulin (Saxon 
Monarchs) a great batde was fought between the Saxons 
and Englifh; in which the Englifh difpofed their 
archers (viris Jagittariis) and ^light-armed troops after 
the manner of the Romans: this battle happened about 
the y^ar, 560. (Scrip, poft Bedam. p. i8p. b.) In the 
ninth century (according to AfTerius) we find the bow 

furely it better accords with our ideas of military operations, and 
the known pra£tice of the great military leaders in former ages, 
that William (who had a very arduous and a6tive p^rt to perr 
form, and who, by all hiftorians, is faid to have conduced that 
battle with ^reat ftill, vigour, and bravery, frequently exhorting 
and leading on his troops, and fo indeed he appears in the;,' 
Bayeux tapeftry) ihould have prefercd a (imple weapon of defence^ 
to a very cumberfome weapon of offence ; the ufe of which latter 
required conftant attention, and was, in its nature, fit only for a 
/oe/foldier. 
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in the hands of our renowned Alfred, who Teems to have 
beftowed much attention upon it, and no doubt had 
frequeYitly proved its value, as a weapon well calculated 
to enfure both the fports of the fields and the difmay of 
his enemies. The greater probability (and which may 
ferve to reconcile the different accounts of hiftorians) is, 
that at the time of the battle of Haftings the long bow 
had not become z general military y^ftz^on in this nation. 
And even fuppofing that Harold had his archers; yet 
the effect of numerous and well di/ciplined bands of 
archers, giving regular and fucceflive difcharges of 
arrows, (and perhaps from better made bows than what 
Harold's army poffefled,) might well have created 
aftohilhment and difmay among his troops. However 
the battle of Haftings muft havie fully convinced the 
Englifli, of the value and fuperiority of the long-bow, 
as a weapon of war; and no doubt, from that period, it 
became with them, and was deemed by their Normaa 
conquerors, an objeft of the firft attention j for Sir 
John Hayward obfervqs, \^ that the Englilh being 
" trained to th? ufe of it, became the beji Jhooters in the 
" worW Mr. Barrington tells us, " that there is not 
" any account^ when (hooting with the long-bo>y among 
" the Englilh firft began ; and that the ufe oi archery^ al 
" exprefsly applied to the crofs or Ung-hoWy is not men^ 
" ttoned by our chroniclers, till the death of Richard L 
" who was killed with a crofs-bow; and that after this, 
*' (which happened in 1 199) there appears notypon 
'* record, any notices of archery, for nearly one hundred 
" and fifty years ; when an order was iflued by Edward 
." III. in the 15th year of his reign, for providi^ig bows 
*' for the war againft France." Mr. Barrington indeed 
does not vouch for accuracy or inveftigation upon this 
fubjeft, but obferves, " that he has not happened ta 
** ftumble upon any pafifage which coritradids his afler- 

« tion/' - 
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*^ tion/* An attentive perufal of bur chroniclers 
and-firft hiftorical writers, will afford us confidcraWe 
light in this enquiry. We read of archer$ in the civil 
contefl: between Stephen and Matilda j but in the reign 
of Henry IL the bow appears to have been well known^ 
and in great ufe as a weapon of war in-England* Lord 
Lyttelton (vol. ii. h. 2, p. iSlO fpeaking of the army 
of Henry the f^cond, obferve^, that about' /i&/V time 
** the mfantry for the moft part, confifted of archers 
" and (lingers /^ and we. find Henry II. frequently 
triumphing, by the power of archery. Even before the 
year 1 1 99, archers are noticed in the arrnies of both 
Englifh and Scotch. The fame writer tells us, '* that 
** at the battle of Cuton Moor in Yorkftiire, (2 2d 
^ Auguft, 1 138) between Henry II. and David King 
*' of Scotland,'^ both armies had their archers^ " and 
*' that thofe of Henry terribly galled the Galwegians, 
'^ and obliged them to quit their ppft, after they had 
** compelled his men at ^rms to give way." In this 
reign, we find the Welch celebrated ^s very expert 
archers* Giraldus their phronicler (who wa^ Henry's 
cbtemporary) 1)4S noticed fome of their remarkable 
feats of archery 5 and Hepry himfclf, during his expedi- 
tion into Wales, afibrdi a fufficient proof of the faftf 
fcaving twice nearly loft his life by the blow of an arrovy 
Ihot from a Welch bow. (Lord Lyttelton, yoL ii, f. 57^ 
Warrington^s Uift. of Wales ^ vol. i. h. 6. f. 494.) Mr^ 
Barrington feems to have forgot, that the moft celebrate4 
archer this country ever boafted, ^^ played his pranks^' 
(Dr. Fuller's phrafe) in the Reigns of Henry If, 
Kichard I. and Henry IIL (See notes to the new Gar^ 
load.) And even half a century before the order iffued 
in the reign of Edward III. '(noticed by Mr. Bar- 
rington,) was fought in the reign of Edward L anno 
1298, the gre^t baftle of Falkirk", in which 12,000, or 

aj 
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as fome lay 50,000 Scotch were left dead upon the field, 
while the Englifli had not an hundred flain. Each army 
had its archers; but our hifto^rians obferve, that about 
this time the English archers began to excel thofe of all 
other nations. (GoldfmitFs Hifiory of England.) It 
may alfo, be noticed, that Richard L performed great 
exploits with his archers, in the Holy-Land; par- 
ticularly, as Sir John Smith obferves^ " by over- 
" throwing (principally by the wonderful effedt of his 
*^ archers,) the brave Saladin and his whole army*** 
(Difcourje on weapons^) Mr. Gibbon alfo takes occafioii 
to notice, the fingular dread with which the Englifh 
archers filled their enemies in the Crufiides\ and informs 
us, " that at one time, Richard with feventeen knights 
** and three hundred archers^ fuftained the charge of the 
" whole T^urkiji) and Saracen army^ (chap..^g,) Mr. 
Barrington tells us, that Richard himfelf ufed the cro/s-- 
bowy in this expedition, and he quotes Vinefauf as his 
author, for the truth of the remark. However this may 
be, no doubt is entertained, that his Englifli archers 
ufed any other than the Englijh long-bow ( i o). Giraldus 
informs us, " that three thoufand Welch, the moft 
" expert in archery, and the ufe of the pike, engaged 
" to go into the Holy-Land at the inftance of the 



(10) Whoever is defirous to fatisfy himfelf better upon this 
head, may poffibly find fomething to his puppofe, by confulting 
WlUiam ArMiJhop of Tyre^ Radulphus Cadomenjis, Ga^ridi a Fine- 
fauf Itinerarium Regis j^nglorum Richardi et aliorum in Terram Hie- 
rtfolymomm^ in fix books, publiftied in the 2d vol. of Gale's Scrip* 
tores Hijim Angli^^ (p. 247, 429). Roger Hoveden and Matt, Parts 
afford likewife fome materials. Speed records a feat of Archery ' 
in the Holy Land, performed chiefly by means of an arrow, but 
from wh^t fort of bow it was fhot, is tiot noticed. " Certainlyi 
" (fays he) Hugo de Neville one of Richard's fpeciai familiars, 
" is recorded' to have flain a lion in the Holy Land, driving lirft 
** an arrow into his breaft, and then running him through with 
" his fword." Hift. of Great Britain. 

** Archbifhop 
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«' Archbifhop of Canterbury, anno 1 188.*' (Warring-' 
toffs Hijiory of Wales ^ vol. i. />. 175.J IHs trde,'that 
our chroniclers do not always mention the long-bow 
by name^ and we read, that in the reigns of King John 
and Henry' III. the crojs-bow was ufed in England. 
See a dejcription of the battles of Cbejierfield and Lincoln y 
in the reign of King Henry IJI. (Jrcbaologiaj.vol. \u 
p. 276, and vol. v\\\.p. 195.^ But it is probable, that 
chc ufe of the latter was chiefly confined to the foreign 
troops then in England. And we may obferve, that our 
hiftorians feldom ufe the term archer, when they mean a 
ero/S'bpw-man. ' 

That our anceftors paid to the long-how (^li) the 
Higheft veneration, and that their affeftion, or (as the 
introducers of fire-arms^ termed it) their prejudice for 
the continuance of it> was founded upon the moft folid 
grounds, no one acquainted with the Englifli hiftory 
can for a moment doubt :-^It had long been the fafety 
of the realm (12), and had led the Englilh to the greateft 
and piofl: extradrdinary vidories, that hiftory had to re* 



(11) The bow ufed by the inhabitants of this iiland, has 
always been diftinguiihed by the title of the Engtijh long-how. 
Mr. Barrington fays, it was thus called, to diftinguifii it from the 
crfifs'pvii). Paulus Jovius calls, it the great Engliih bow. It might 
acquire the title of the iong-bo^y in contra-diftin6tioi;i to the bows 
ufed by moft of the Eaftern Nations^ which were Ihort, being com- 
pofed chiefly of horn. (See MarcelUnus*s Obfervations ante, note 8.) 
Although the Efigliih do not claim the merit of its firft inven- 
tion, yet the wonders it has performed in the hands of our 
anceftors, (who we find at a very early period adopted and foftered 
this their darling weapon,) very naturally and fignificantly annexed 
their name to it. ^ 

(la) Sir John Fortefcue fays, again and again, that the 
** myghte of the realme of Epglande fiandyth mofte upon 
** archers." Treatife of abfolute and limited Monarchy, This obferva- 
tion is acknowledged by feveral a6ts of parliament, particularly 
the llatutes of 33 if. 8. c. 9. and 13 Eliz. c. 14. quoted poft. 

cord; 
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Cord; fecuring their peace at home, and planting iik 
the minds of their enemies a rooting terror, that did not 
terminate with them even in the grave; but furvivcd* 
and was handed down to iucceffive generations* It was 
the weapon, of all others moft fuited to their genius^ 
'frowe/s BXidJir€figibi{^i2) with which they had been.ac- 

cuftomed 

(13) Sir John Smith abferves, tjiat the bow was the fingular 
gift of God to the Enghih nation. And Afcham writes, that 
neither the JFrencb, nor even the Scots, could ever rival the 
Engliih nation in archery. Patritius, an Italian, (who wrote on 
militarj affairs, in the reign of James I. fays, '* that fhooting in 
*• the long bow was a ikill almoft appropriated to our nation^ 
•* and that neither the Italians, Spaniards, Frenchj or Dutch Jiad 
*' been accounted archers for five hundred years." With refpeA 
to the ufe of the bow in France^ Sir John Smith gives us the 
following fin gul a r account, ^ ** The French king and fotoe other 
" princes, did in times paft, eftablifh laws and orders for the ufc 
" of the long bow, and our manner of fhooting ; that they might 
** be able to encounter us with our own weapon : and to the ia- 
" tent that they fliould become good archers, granted unto all 
"who became perfed in that weapon, great privileges and fe- 
** wards; io that the Engliih long bow was pradifed in the 
*' greateft part of France many years. Yet in the end, the French 
" king, and the captains of many nations did manifeftfy fee, that 
** neither the French, nor any other nations, with any exercife» 
'* could attain to Ihoot fo ftrong, and with that dexterity and 
" excellence that tlie Engliih nation did ; whereby they, feeing 
** that our manner and ufe of ihooting in our fort of long bows 
" was a very peculiar gift of God, given unto our nation '; they 
" left the pra6tife and ufe .of that weapon, (faving only to fhoot 
** at (hort butt, for fport) and returned again to the ufe of the crof$ 
" bow ; and of later years to the harquebuf^." HarU MSS, Sir 
John Smith probably alludes to an eltabliihment of four thoufand 
archers attempted in France, about the year i44.4» eveVy pariih 
being obliged to furniih one. Note fo Barrtngton's Obfervations on 
Archeiy, See Parquieres Rtf etches de la France, p. 133, znd Hifioirc 
de la Milice Ftancoife par h F. G, Daniel^ torn. i. liv, 4* ' 

Mr. Ba^rington (fpeaking of archery in England and Scotland) 
obferves, ** that as there was no material differepce, between the 
•^ aftivity and bodily ilrength of the two people, it might be fup- 
*' pofed, that the Engliih and Scots wielded the bow with no 
" unequal vigour ^nd dexterity; but from undoubted hiftorical 
" monuments, it appears, that the former had the fuperiority." 
And Afcham further tells iis, *' that notwithilanding James I. 
" of Scotland procured an a6t of parliament to be pafled, obliging 

" every 
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cuitomed to form an actjuaintance, very early in life t 
and it may^ with truths be faid to have been the 

•• erery Scot (under an heavy penalty,) to learn to ihoot;/yct 
^ neither the hve of their ccuntry^ the fear of their enemies^ the 
•* avoiding of fmnifiment^ nor the receiving of any profit^ could make 
•* them good archers, who by nature were not apt for archery; and 
•* that they themfelves bore teftimony to the remark, by making ufe 
•* of a proverb, whereby they candidly gave the whole praife of 
'* (hooting to the Engtim ; faying, that every EngUJk archer hcaretk 
*• under, his girdle tvienty-fowr Scpts.^' Taxophilu^, Not with ftanding 
thefe opinions, we muft be permitted to obferve, that the difin- 
clination for archery fhewn by the Scotch (a people brave, hardy, 
diligent, and poiTefled of much mufcular power) was more owing 
to their partiality for other weapons, than to any natural difability. 
Every nation is naturally partial to the weapon it has been long 
acquainted with, and to the ufe of which its people have been 
trained from infancy.- The Englifh themfelves afford an inftance 
in point, in the great attachment they (hewed to the bow. The 
Scotch too had their favourite weapon, (the broad fword and 
target,) with which even in modern times, they have performed 
very noble fervice in the field. And we may remark, that as far 
as modern archery extends, it affords a proof of the obffervation : 
fince from the time of the, inditution of ^archery in Scotland, it 
lias in that country met with very great fupport; and at this day, 
Scotland can boaft of many (kilfull bowmen. But Afcham ap- 
pears to have been not only fomewhat harjky butalfo fomewhat 
incorreB^ in this remark concerning the Scotch nation. It is true, 
that jWesI. of Scotland, was particularly anxious to eflablKh 
the ufe of the bow in that nation ; and to that end, enaded laws, 
prohibiting the games of foot ball and Golf, and enforcing the prac- 
tice of archery. But it feems that after the^eath of that monarch, 
the national habits prevailed, and among an hundred attendants of a 
Baron, hardly ^x archen could be found, the remainder refuming 
their ^ears. James il. alfo made a fimilar attempt, to fUppOrt 
the ufe of the bow in the Lowlands of Scotland, which proved 
ineffedual. However, tjiat weapon met with greater epcourage- 
ment in the Highlands. In defcribing the armv of James III. in 
1488, Lindfay enumerates no lefs than ten thou/and Highlanders 
with howsi under the Earls of Huntley and Athlone. Ti>e author 
of th^prejent State of Scotland^ (1682) mentions, (p. 6) bows and 
arrows as the chief weapons of the highlanders, even of thiat period. 
Pinkerton*s Hifi, of the Scots y vol. i. -p. 163, 425. 

As to the IVekh^ they were always famous for drength and dex- 
terity in drawing the bow. The men of the province of Guent, or 
Monmouth, (which was formerly a part of^hat kingdom) wereac- 
cpunied the befl archers, not being inferior in the ufe of the long bow 

to 
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/^(i4) of their Infancy, the pride of their manjiood, and 
the ^^^ of their old age. Nor was this all, it bore in 
their minds an ineftimable value, on another account; 
Tor while it freed them from the fear of a foreign foe, it 
cnfured their liberties, from the rapacity of an homebred 
tyrant. The univerfality of its praftice had a moft h^ppy 
eflFe<5k in this kingdom; fince, when it readily furnifli- 
cd the realm with defenders, and the King with an 
army to chaftifc a continental foe; at the fame time, it 
operated moft powerfully in favour of liberty, by 
enabling every one (whenever the Monarch exceeded 
his juft prerogative, and broke through the tics of his 
folcmn compaft with his people, to tyrannife over 
them j) to meet him in the field, fupported even by a 
regular army, with equal weapons ztid equal Jkill. {i ^) 

' Add 

to4he Normans themfelves. Ld. Lyttel, vol. 2, b. 2, P« I57« Among 
Xht old \V'elch game laws, we find one, which prohibited any perfon 
from (hooting at a beaft when at refl, that was appropriated for the 
chace; on pain of forfeiting his bow and arrows to the lord of the 
manor ; though he might fhoot at and kill any fach, if he could, 
when the dogs were in full cry; but he was not allowed (o fhoot 
^mong the dogs. tVarringtdns Hiji. of If^a/es^ vol. i, p. 183. The 
. Irifli do not feem to have been much acquainted with the ufe 6f 
the bow, till the reign of Edward IV. who enforced the pra6tice 
of it in that nation (among the Englifh refidents, and their Irifh 
fervants) by feveral ads of parliament. The hardinefs and na- 
tural flrepgtji of body pofTefTed by that people, muft have given 
tliem great advantage in the ufe of this weapon. 

(14) The author of the invention of fire-fhafts for long-bows 
(publifhed 1628) obferves, that ** as Rackets are among the Frepcl:^ 
*' fo bows are the natural pajilme of the Englifh." The propenfijty 
to archery in youth, is feen in every village in England ; moft 
boys being fond of making ai;i inftrument, lomewhat in the fliape 
of a bow; though in general, tfie imitation is very indifferently 
executed. Mr. Saltzman, (in hi? Qy^nnajlic Ex.ercifes for youtli,) 
makes a fimilar remark. ' j f 

(15) So long as the Engfifb continued the ufe of the bow in 
war, and all ranks of men pr^ftifed archery, no lefs gs ^n amufe- 
inent, than as an introdudion to its firft great objed; fo long 
were they completely an armed nation; and as fuch, invincible -j 
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-^dd to this, that archery had attra<Slions and charms of 
a different nature. The exercife of it afforded an amufe- 
ment> which was followed by the moft eminent men in 
the nations arid not only t^ded much to prefervc the 
bkffing of health, and prolong life, but braced the 
nerves, and Brought with ic a confiderable atceffion of 
ftrength to the body (i6). Could then this ^attach- ^ 
ment to the bow be looked upon as unnatural,, or be 
deemed ill founded, or ill judged j or was it not to be 
expefbed, when a total change of weaipons was pro* 
pofed? Our anceftors by experience knew the ig^ of 
the^bow^ they had long witneffed its effs£is in their 
hands, and had every reafon to be fatisfied with them. 
They very reafoqably feared lo hazard tt^e lofs of this 
weapon, in exchange for one of very modern intro- 
jdudtions which that experience had taught them was 
inferior to the bow; the Englifh arrow having fre- 
iquently rendered this new weapon ufelefs, and beatefi it 
out of the hands of the enemy. ' If they were guilty of 
error, in their comparative cftimate of the value and 
cff^fts of the two weapons; it may be urged (and not 
untruly) that it was not till iong after the introduiQ-ion^ 
aitd many gradual fteps of improvement in the con- 
ftruijlion and ufe of fire arms, that the patrons of tbeoi 

for hiftory fatisfa^toriljr proves to as, that an hoftile army, how- 
ever well difciplined, muft ever invade i lohok people naturally 
brave and trained to thfe nie of the moft efFedual weapons of war, 
without the fmalleft bhance of conqueft, and with 'an alnioft 
abfolute certainty of being fpeedily annihilated. The Englifli, 
arftied with the l<mg-bow^ could haVe little to dtfead from a ftanding 
army (though entirely devoted to the intereft of the prince) the 
dread of modern patriots. . The Weneral knowledge of the ufe of 
tfae^ bow among all ranks, ffijidfe|reb6llion doubly formidable ; ind 
to that may be principally afcribed the bloody conflids during 
the civil war's. 

(i^) How far krchery merits attention on this account, is fully 
noticed in a fubfequent part of thefe trads. (Tart a. Chap. i. 
feet.) 

after 
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(after repeated experiments) were enabled to form luch 
a judgement of their efFeft, as to venture them in com- 
petition with the bow. The invention of gunpowder, 
and the efieft of it, when confined in a tube, was moft 
Angular and furprifing. This hitherto unthoughtof 
terreftrial thunder and lightning, might well appal a 
nation of the braveft warriors* But notwithftanding 
their aptitude to aftonifh the whole creation, men as 
well as brutes J yet the writers of the times (Sir John 
Haywird, Sir John Smith and others,) obferve, that 
when the former became accuftonjed to the *^ noyje and 
^* cracks** they made, and found that their , terrors 
were more imaginary than real, they began to undervalue 
them : and probably, meafuring their computed ultimate 
tfk&i by that of the bow, (which did not feem to 
promife 'or to, be capable of affording any great 
improvertient, or acceffion of power;) thc^ were littte 
inclined 130 believe in .profpeA, the ftiil greater powers 
which fire armsr by degrees began to unfold. And iic was 
not till they had approached nearly tp their prefent degree 
of pcrfeftioni and became a chief objeft of attention in 
war on the continent of Europe ; and until the ufe of 
them was enjoined and enforced in this kingdom; that 
our bowmen could be brought to abandon^ what they 
had been taught to look upon for fo many ages, as the 
very ^//^r of the date. 
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SECTION III. 

, Memory of the Bom Jiill cherijhed in England — 
Advantage gained to our Enemies by the relinquijh- 
ment ofit^ as a weapon of JVar — Prefentjiate of 
the Bow in England — Probability of the partial 
revival of military Archery in England — Negie8 of 
it difapproved. 

ALTHOUGH the Englilh were at length com- 
peUed to relinquifti their favorite* weapon; the 
memory of it was ever dear to them, l^or has a long 
intervening period of tirpe, the fucccOion of many fub- 
fequent generations, and the complete cliange which all 
Jiuman affairs have undergone, totally extingiiilhed 
\that energy, which the bow once impreffed upon the 
minds of Englijhmen^ The fpirit of military archery 
-is indeed greatly damped; but perhaps it is not entipcly 
extinft, in ifcis nation. Few I muft believe ther* are, 
who at this day can perufe (either in poetry or profe,) 
the details of the famous battles of Crefly, Poidiers and 
Agincourt, without feeling fome touches of that refpcft 
and veneration for the bow, which our anceftors fo 
often acknowledged, and fo warmly cherifhed. . And 
whatever may be the value of the modern weapons of 
war, let him who reads the hiftory of modern times, 
look narrowly to find, if but once (fince the days when 
archery flouriftied,) " with our tw'elve iboujand ox fifteen 
^^ thoujand we have defeated an army o^ fifty ihoufand 
/' orftxty tboufand.'* Or if our »^ze; weapons have ever 

*' afforded 
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afibrdcd tis farakUs to the vidories, obtained with the 
kng'iow (i^). And may not the advocate for ^thc 
bow, fairly aflc thofe who have recently ferved in France, 
if the old proverb, (Which our archers fo often won) 
" t^at m6 Englifinnan would beat three Frenchmen^ and 
*' that the Efiglijh would never fly, nor ever yields* 
-(Montluc^s Commentaries) is ftill current .there; or if 
the French nation has riot (ever fincc the difufe of the* 
long-bow by the Englifli,) exulted and exclaimed, (as 
Mr. Barwick tells us, they did upon its decline in bis 
tiaie;) " Non, non Anglois, votre caufe eft bien falle, 
*' car Dieu nous a donnes nioyen de vous encountrcri 
", 4pres un autre forte que en ce temps pafle. Noj no 
*^ Ejfglijhmeriy your cafe is become fowky for God hath 
<^ given us .means to, encounter with you after another 
" forte than in times fafie^' There was indeed a tioje 
when, as Clement Edmonds obferves, " the Englifli 
" nation carried difcourging hand in France." Sed tem^ 
for a mutantur. 

Let not any one fuppofey from what I have faid, in 



(17) " What though with our 12,000 or 15,000 we have oft. 
" defeated their armies of 50,000 or 60,000; ftands it with rea» 
^« fon of war to expedt the like fuccefs ftill? efpecially finee the 
" life of arms is changed, and for the bow (proper for men of 
" our-ftrength,) the cdiver begins to be generally received." Lwd 
Herbert's Life of Hen. 8. />. 18. y 

It was remarked on the eve of the battle of Agincourt^ (fo fatal 
to the French and fo glorious to the Englilh;! that the former 
recblleaing with fhame, that for the fpace of a whole century^ 
*thcy had in all their encounters with the Engliih, been beaten by 
them, and confiding in their extraordinary fuperiority of number-; 
being near 160,000, while the Englifh army did not confift, even 
according to the accounts of the French Hiftorians, t)f more than 
25,000; buoyed themfelves up with the hopes of a certain and 
'* ^mple retaliation, and an eafy vi6tory. '' Of this they indeed^ 
" made themfelves fo fure ; that they had refolved to put every 
man to the fword, except the King and feme nobles, and even 
" played at dice for the priforiers they defigned fo take.'* Goodwin's 
Htft.^fthe reign of Hen. F^, p. ^2, ' " 

C j^ fpeaking 
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fpeakiag ©f the great eftecm, in which the i)OW has for 
fb long a period been held; that I aim at difparaging 
the ufe and effeft of mulketry : far othcrwife are my 
thotrghts and intention. For while I am paying a jaft. 
tribute of remembrance and applaufe, to iht fallen pillar, 
upon which the trophies and emblems of our national 
glory were once difplayed; I am fenfible, that owr 
valour and our eflForts in thefe times, merit the higheft 
encomiums, and that the weapons we now ufe, are com- 
mon to mod nations, and perhaps beft calculated for 
the modern fyftem of war. No, in comaion with other 
men, I have only to lament, that the new invented 
weapons of our enemies ibould compel us to yield the 
fupcriority, our oWn once purchafed* and long main- 
tained for us, and to cope with them, upon their own 
terms; for fuch moft undoubtedly has been the effeft 
of the change of weapons, ever fince it fully took place. 
Our enennies far out-number U3, and the weapon wc 
now both ufe, is evidendy calculated to throw the advan^ 
tage on the fide o( numbers. And Mr. Barwicktioriccs, 
that upon the introduftion of fire arms in France, it 
was a common obfcrvation in the mouth of every 
Frenchman, " that the ^eahjl c£ them -were able to giv^ 
*• greater wounds, than the greateft and ftrongeft archer 
*' we. had.*' Thus, as an Englifti poet, of the feven* 
, teenth century writes, 

*« We to the grcy-goofe wing more conquefts ow^e, 
** Than to the Monk's invejition ; for then 
*« We t:ull'd out mighty armes to draw the bow, 
" Striplings oft ferve us now^ theft only men ; 
** For thefe hot engines equal mifc'hief can 
**^ Difcharged by a hoyy or by a man (i8)." 

jil/eyne's Batt. of CreJJy.. 

The 



(i8) The welt-informed and accurate obferver Dr. Johnfon ipakea 
ihe following remark to our purpofc : " It is (fays he) thought 
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The bow, indeed/now appears amongft us only ^as an 
inhrun)ent of amufementy its ancient fize (and ^^ pithy ^ as 
Afcham terms it) is changed j and at this day, it is in 
nnbft haivls, but a toyy compared with what it once was> 
and might yet .be. That archery (I mean military ar- 
chery) will ever again rear its head in this kingdom, 
and again become, (to.ufe the language of Sir John 
Fortefcue) ** the myghte of the realmey* is not now to 
be fuppofed : but .that it may at fome future and not 
diftant time, become a favourite with the nation and 
niHitafy men, and an additional fupport to our arms, is 
fomewhat problematical. There are not wanting in 
thefe days, men of genius and ^ great (kill in military 
affairs, who have experienced the ferious efFefts of even 
mimic bows (19) ; and who have been led to confider 
whether it would not be advifable, once more to 
admit the Englilh bowman to 2ijhare of military glory. 
The prefent perturbed ftate of Europe, and the conti- 
nental expeditions which have of late taken place, and 
proved upon the whole fo difaftrous j thining the ranks 
of our bed foldicrs: the ncceftity of fending continual 
fupplies of men tiT our diftant fettlements, and at the 

*' by fenfible military men, that the Engliih do not enough avail 
** themfelvcs of their fuperior Jirength of body againft the French : 
*^ for that mull always have a great advantage in pufhing with 
*• bayonets. I have heard (continues the Do6fcor) an officer 
" fay, that if women could be made to 0and, they would do as 
^^ well as men in la mere interchange of bullets from a diflance ; but 
** if a body of men fhould come up clofe to them, then to be 
'* fure they muft be overcome. Now (faid he) in the fame man* 
*< ner the weaker-bodied French muft te overcome by our ftrong 
«« foldiers." BpfwelPs Tour to the Hebrides (OBober, 1785; p. 279. 
This obfervation feems to point out the great ufe of the long bow 
combined with that of the pike, 

(19) Many Englifh officers who ferved in America during the 
laft war, be^r teftimony to the mifchief occafioned in the EngHfh 
army^ by a few natives aVmed with very forry bows. Thofe who 
have ferved in the Eafl Indies, have experienced fimilar effcAs 
from bows. 

C 4 fame 
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fame time, of preparing for threatened invafions j fecm 
to fuggeft the propriety of the ufe of archery, at leaft 
at ht)me. This combination of circumftances has given 
birth to a recent very fenfible and patriotic publica- 
tion (20), in which, the advantages to refult from a 
partial revival of military archery, are plainly pointed 
out, and convincingly proved, 

Theftruggle for pre-eminence between the bow 
and fire-arms, caufcd no fmall difference of opinion 
among the military men of the times ; each was par- 
tial to the weapon he had been moft accuftomed .to 
ufe. And AUeyne, (whom I have before quotcid, an 
advocate for the bow) tells us, 

" Thaf the white faith of Hift'ry cannot fliew, 
** That e'er the rmi/ket yet could beat the bow.'^ 

Battle of Creffy. 

Certain it is, that the bow did not fall into negleft 
without the diflatisfaftion of many, and the oppoGtion 
of fome of the beft foldiers and judges of military af- 
fairs of the age. Among others, was Sir John Smith, 
a gentleman who had feen much fervice, and who took 
grearpains to fet forth the advantage of continuing th^ 
ufe bf the long bow, in fuch a forcible appeal to all 
men, that Mr. Barwick, (his fellow foldier, who feems 



(20) Ma/on on the Reviva^ of the Long Bow an4 Pike. In the 
reign of Charles I. Neade publifhed a book upon the fame (ub- 
je6t, and obtained a commiffion under the great feai for teaching 
the combined management of the pike and the bow. Markam 
in h\% Jrt of Archery propofed the fame. , Lord Herbert tells us, 
that of the ten thoufand men fent againft France by Henry VIII. . 
live thoufand of them were archers ; ** who beiides their bows 
** and arrows, carried halberts^ which they pitched on the ground 
** till their arrows wiere'fhot, and then took them up again to do 
** execution ou~ the enemy. This (he obferves) was an excellent 
" part of military difcipline, and yet not remarked by our Engliih 
*^ chroniclers." Life and Reign of Henry VIII, p. 20. At the 
battle of Agincourt, the .archers wore by their fides, battle-axes^ 
^ /words- and daggers, Gotkiwin\ Hijlory of the Reign of Henr% V, p. 67. 

to 
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l;o hai^e entertiaiiied a decided opinion. aftd prediliftiofi 
in favour of fir e-arms oppofed to the bow, and no great; 
partiality for Sir JoHn Smitl>) ii> a treatife^ written by. 
him, (in aniwer to Sir John Smith's obfqrvations upon 
the ufe ^nd cfFedt of the bow, and in which he moft 
impatiently inveighs againft Sir John Smith's opinions) 
declares, ^* that he ha(J held conference with divers 
" perfOns, of fundry callings, touching fonie part of" 
" thofe difeouffes; wherein he found fo mai>y addiftcd 
^^ to the opinion of Sir John Srftitb, touching the com-^ 
" .mendiiig of the archery in England ; with fo many 
" reafons and arguments by him allcdged' ,in that be- 
" halfi that many were thereby perfuaded, that the 
" long bow is the only weapon of the world for the 
" obtaining of battails and yi6tories."(2i) 

This declaration is fqrely no trifling proof of the 
weight annexed by men of all " callings" to Sir John 
Smith's arguments, whicji he fupports by reafon, and 
grounds upon aftual experiment. The difcourfe upon 
weapons of war, written by Sir John Smith, is now fo 
rarely to be met with, and is. fo complete and fatisfadory 
an hiftory of the powers of the bow ; that few modern 
archers (moft of whom are eager to heaf any thing that 
can be faid in praifeof thebow) and perhaps few others. 



(21) Sir John Smith wrote a very elaborate reply to Mr. Bar-, 
wick, chie^ in explanation of his opinions concerning military 
ta6lics, and to point out Mr. Barwick's mifinterpretations of his 
former Treatife. This work is not noticed in the account of his 
life, inferted by Wood in his Athena Oxonienfes^ who mentions his 
former works. According to that writer, Sir John Smith appears 
to have been a complete fcholar and foldier. Wood adds, ** I 
** cannot yet find exactly when he died, only that he was living 
** and in great efteem among foldiers and learned men in 
** 1595-'' Mr. Barwick has the modefty to call himfelf (in' the title 
page to his book) ^*' Gentletfian^ Soldier^ Captain et encor plus oultrc** 
But his publication dees not appear to give any fupport to fo 
curious and fxtenjive a charadter. 

will 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



C 2« ] 

will be difTacisfied with an enlarged account of archery ^ 
and a narration' of the particular feats of valour per^ 
formed by their anceftors^ (which have long Iain by 
unperufed, and are not to be met with in the general 
annals or hiftory of their country) from the pen of a 
Ibldier^ who had frequently witneffed the efFcfts of the 
long bow when oppofed to fire-arms j and which is 
brought down to the time when archery ceafed to be 
ufed in our wars : elpecially as this coUeftion of rtafons 
and fafts will enable them to form a more accurate 
conclufion of the advantages to accrue from the future 
reintroduftion and ufe of the long bow, than can be 
drawn from a diiplay of its eflFefts, in times, when (how- 
ever great were the viftories it obtained) fire-arms, were 
cither not invented, ill conftrufted, or inefficiently ufed* 
And although fome very confiderable improvements 
have of late been made in fire-arms, (rather indeed 
by a different conflruftion of the locky and by render- 
ing the piece more manageable than by any alteration in 
frincipk) fubfcquent to the time when Sir John Smith 
^rdtc (aa), yet even tbofe advantages (great as they are) 
do not, in the opinion of many, render the bow fo infe^ 
tier in its c6FcAs to the modern firelock, as fome are apt 
to imagine. 

(22) It appears from Sir John Smith, that the firelock came 
into ufe before he wrote; fo that he had an opportunity of forming 
a very good judgment of this improvement in the conftrudion of 
^re-arms, when compared with the bow. He fpeaks of Petrimclh 
and| Snap-hances, The firft was probably the old wheel lotk^ (which 
fucceeded to the match) the other was the prefent firelock, which 
loft the name of fnaphance in . confeqiience of the fubftitution 
of a new lock (called an Englljh loci); by which it feems there 
was little or no diflference between the fnap-hance and the prefent 
firelock. See Sir John Smith's Comparifon ietween Fire-Artns and 
Bows, And the Introdu^ion to the Plan of Difcipline compofed for the 
Norfolk Militia (1760) p. 7, note 3, 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER ir. 

EXTRACTS FROM SIR JOHN S>IITH's DISCOURSi; 

.on: weapons* 



. ' « SECTION I. 

R^ajbn's for the Change in Military JVeapons — D^- 

feBs of the Mufket — ImperfeBions of the B<m> — 

Quicker Difcharge of the tatter*— Quick fring con^ 

demned — Superiority of Archers in the Field — 

Reafom — EffeBs of Artvws upon the Horfe — Qb^ 

, jeQions agaitiji the B&io anfivered. 

SIR John Smith prefaces his difcourfe by 6bferving» 
" that the change made in the mih'tary weapons . 
" in this kingdom, was owing to the youth, inexperi- 
" fence, and vanity of fome men ; who were unable to 
** ofFer any folid reafon, and in fait were averfc ta 
" offer any argument at all, for a conduft oppofite to 
" the opinion of both Englifh and foreign commanders 
" and foldiers. Yet their decided wi(h and aim was, 
** to abolifti archery, and extinguifli the exercifc 
", and ferviceable ufe of the long-bow j by which wea- 
" pon, our anceftors, with many miraculous vidorics, 
" had made our nation famous in Europe, Africa, and 
" Afiaj and the neglcft of which, had been fetal to 
** feveral empires." 
He then proceeds to a compaiifon, between the te^r 

' and 
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and the mufket. In treating of the dtk6ks o( fre-ams^ 
* he notices chiefly the following : 

'" I ft. The extreme »/V^/y required in taking ftght -, 

" which, if the mufketeer faiils in (to ufe Sir John 

'* Smith's words) but the length of a wheat com^ in 

/* the height, his fliot is of no efFeft, although the mark 

" fhot at is very large." 

" 2d, The uncertain flight of the bullet (even at 
" point blank diftance,) owing to its being lefs than the 
^^ bore of the piece." 

" 3d, That fire-arms grow hot and dangerous in 
" feven or eight hafty difcharges." 

" 4th, That if the powder is not well corned and 
*' kept very dry, it furetb the piece, and carries the 
*^ bullet point blank but- a little way^ and many times 
*' goes not off at all.'* 

" 5th, That when the piece is hung down^ the bul- 
" let faUs out I and that the piece is liable to ruft^ 
" and to be overcharged ^ and in the latter event, to 
^^ hurji:* 

" 6th, That the powder fometimes docs not take 
** fire^ the rain wets it, and the wind blows it out of 
" the pan." 

*^ 7th, That a large body of mulketeers is infufE- 
" cient *to refift a much lefs body oihorje^ in an open 
*^ plain." \ \ . 

" 8 th, That after^ many hours in great encounters 
^* on both fides, and many thoufand bullets difcharged 
*' (often within ftiort diftanccs); very^ew men Vivtflain 
" or hurt'' (23) 

The 

(43) With refpe6t to the iwo firjl obfervations, it muft be ad- 
mitted, that the beft formed modern pieces are liable to very great 
uncertainty in the flight of the bullet ; which arifes chiefly from 
the^difliculty of keeping thearm fteady in taking aim (particularly 
when the bayonet is fixed on the' piece, which adds a preppn- 

derating 
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« The iroperfcftions of the long, bow, {fa)?s Sir John 
** Smith,) do confift only in the breaking of the bow, 
" or bow-ftring ; for the which, in tinmcs p^ when 
** there was great accpmpt made of archery, there 
" was fpecial care had, that all livery (24) or wat 
" bows, being of the wood of yew, were longer than 
" now are ufed, and fo very well backhand Jiotched, 
'^ that they feldom or never broke. Bcfides that,^the 
*' archers did ufe to temper with fire a convenient 
" quantity of wax, rofin, and fine tallow together ; in 
" fuch fort, that rubbing their bows with very little 
*^ thereof, laid upon a woolen cloth, it did conferve 
*' them in all perfeftion, againft all weather of heat, froft. 



derating weight to the end of it) and fufficiently firm to refift 
and counteraft the jar of the piece. The uncertainty in the 
fiight of the bullet (arifing from the circumftance of its being lefs 
than the bore of the piece) is correfted in a very conliderable 
degree, by the rifie-imre. As to the M/V//, although frequent firing 
certainly furs the piece and leiTens its efFe6t ; yet fo ftrong is the 
chamber of mulkets made, in general, that they are, I believe, 
feldom known to burft. The four/A 2Xi^ fifth obfervations are 
obvioully applicable to modern fire-arms, and afford reafons in 
proof of the laft alTertion. The fixth^ indeed, refers particularly 
to the match hck^ (the pan of which was open) yet it, in fome 
degree, alfo applies to modern fire-arms. The feventh needs no 
argument to fupport it. As to- the lafi aflertipn, fee note (46). 

(24) Livery bows it fhould feem were made chiefly of the Englijb 
woods: and Clement Edmonds (lib, y'n. c. 15^ p* 137) obferves, 
*' that he could not commend them, being for the moft part 
"'heavy flugs, and of greater weight than ftrength, and of more 
•' Ihew than fervice." 0\xx fiatutes on archery make mention of 
nuych^ hafel^ elnty ajh^ auburne^ and other reafonable trees (accord- 
ing to their powers) as affording bow woods. See Stat, of i'^ H, 8. 
c. 9. and the Irijh Stat, of 5 Ed. 4. c. 4. The ftatute of the 
8Eliz. CIO. defcribes three fprts of bows, viz. outlandifi yew of 
the bfft fort (which that flatute forbids to be fold for more than 
68. 8d) ; ihQ fecond fort for more than 3s. 4d. and the coarfe fort 
(called Liver ay bows) for as. 5 at which laft price Englifi yew was 
thereby fixed. 

and 
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** and wet: (25). and the firings feeing made of very 
*' gocxi hemp, with a kind of water-glue, to refill wet 
*^ and moifture; and being by the arqho-s thcmfelves 
** well whipt with fine thread, they did very feldono 
*' break : but if any fuch firings did happen. to break 
" in tinae of fervice, the foidiers archers had always 
•* in rcadinefs, a couple of firings mwe, ready whipt 

(a 5) The long bow (when unftrung) was carried in a woollen 
or waxed-cloth cafe, ^o preferve it from wet and rapifture. The 
"bow firings of. the Da^^ at the battle of Magnefia (between Scipio 
'«od Antiochus) are reported to have been relaxed by a fog, . Rollin 
vol. B, p. S63. Poffibly their ftrings were made of what Aifcham 
calls Bullock^s Theimes (or thongs), of which, he fays, many bow 
brings of the ancients were made. It is a lingular fad, that our 
hiftoriana (following Mczeray the French chronicler) have re- 
marked, that at the battle of CrefTy, the ftrings of the Crenoefe 
crofs bows were fo, much related by the heavy Ihower . of rain 
which fell previous to that battle, as to have been of little fervice. 
5omc writers indeed do not notice this dtiadvantage on the part 
e£ the crofs bowmen, but only the fuperior effects of the £ng]iih 
loog bow* Muratori has given us a more credible and fatisfadory 
iacconnt of this matter, attributing the deficiency of the Genoefe 
bowB, not to the efFc^ of the rain upon their ^fo-iag-/, but to its 
eSeOi upon the ground; which was fo foft, that when they attempted 
to put one foot in the ftirrup of the crbife bow, in order to charge 
it, th^ other flipt from under them. As this circumflance feems 

'worthy the attention of the adcurate hiftorian, I fhali quote the 
paflagc from Muratori, in his own words: ** Mezer^yos in 
^^ Hiftoria Gallica narrat, ' qutun ex impmvifo cecidiflet imber 
*^ efFufus, Genuenfes ad pugnam lentos pipcefiSfle, quoad oonten- 
•* derent arcuum fuorum chcjrdas a pluvia debilitatas, feque prop* 
^^ teria impotentes ad proelium ; eaqne de cajiis^, veluti ptf'oditores 
*' a fubfequentibus iratis Gallis, fmSt trucidatos* Audi nunc 
** au6borem titae Nichoiai Laurentii, five Hiftoriae Romans in 
" hoc opere edcndae, qtai iis ipfis diebus fcribebat: Era ftata i\ti' 
•* qnit iUe) «« poco di povarMa, La terra era ir^fa e molU* Qtionm 
•* voiwam caricare la vaieflria^ mettevam pede ntUaJlaffa, L9 pede 
^^ sfuiva, Nm poitevano ficcare lo pede in terra. Hoe efii pauk ante 
•' m^icMS imSer ceciderat. Humus ex infufa aqua mollis ac lubrica 

, •* erat» ^um Genuenfes Baliftas Sagittis oneraiuri eranty pedem Jla- 
•* phite immiUehant, Pes^ in quo Jiahanty elahehatur. NequHant 
•' pedem/olojigere, Tom. a. DiJJertation 26, p. i8» 

*' and 
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" and fitted to their bows, to clap on in an inftant(a6), 
** And this I have heard of divers yeomen, who have 
" fervcd as foldiefs archers in the field." 

*• I Ihall now, (continues Sh* John Smith) pro- 
" cecd to the confideration and examining, of three 
•* moft important things j in the which, all cfitds of 
" mufketeers, harquebufleers and archers, and their 
" weapons do confift : and that is, whether muflce- 
" tcers or harquebufleers with their weapons of fire, 
*^ or archers with their bows and (heaves of arrows, 
" upon all occafions in the field, be moft ready with - 
"*all 'dexterity and celerity y to execute the efifeds of 
^^ their weapons ; by difcharging, and giving vollies 
** at their enemies. The /econd is, whether the 
" archers with their weapons, or the other foldiers 
^* with their weapons of fire, do fail leaji to Qioot, dif- 
" charge and give their vollies. And the third is, 
*' whether by reafon and common experience, the bul- 
" lets of weapons of fire in the field, or the arrows of 
'^ archers do annoy the enemy moft, be they horfcmen 
" or footmen. To the /ry?, I think, that there is no 
" man of any experience in the aforenamed weapons, 
** that will deny, but that archers are able to jdifchargcf 
" four ovfive wnrovfs a piece, before the harquebufleers 
** (hall be ready to difcharge one bullet (27). Having 
*' their bows bent, the archers have no more to do. 



(26) From a paflage in Afcham, corroborated by an antique ringr, 
found in the field where was fought the memorable battle of Ban' 
nockhurn^ ("an engraving of which is given by Mr. Mofeley) it feems, 
that it was fometimes the pra^ice for an archer to have two ftriogs 
(one of them loofe) put on his bow together. Mofeley^ p. 107. 

(27) It muft be recollected, that Sir John Smith fpeaks of the 
ancient piece with a match lock ; but fee a note on this pointy 
(note 66 J Sir John Smith alfo notices many other imperfef^ions, 
to which that kind of fire-arm was liable, and wt\ich not being 
applicable in the comparifon of the bow with ihtfirehck^ are here 
OQutted. 

« but 
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<* but to draw their arrows out of their cafes and 
" fheafs, to notch them in their bows, to ^raw them 
*' to the heads, and fhoot ; all which is performed iii 
" almoft in an inftant, To the /econd, I obferve, that 
*'^ neither hail, rain, or fnow, (which impede the efr 
*' fefts of fire-arms,) can prevent or hinder the archers. 
*' from (hooting, and working great efFeds with their 
«^arrows."(28) 

; As to very great celerity in firing mufkets. Sir John 
Smith entirely condemns it; obferving, that in fuch 
cafe, the muflceteers take no fight, and only fpend pow- 
der and heat their pieces (29). " As to the fkird 
1' and laft point, I think, (continues Sir John Smith) 
" ic is fuperfluou$ to reiterate and again, fet down 
'* the difi^erent advantages and chief efFcfts of harque- 
*^ bufleers, mufketeers, and archers ; becaufe I have 
** already made it fo manifeft; as alfo that the reader 
" hereafter ftiall fee, in many parts of this difcourfe, by 
*^ divers reafons, and many notable examples and 
** experiences ; that archers in the field do far exceed 
** and excel all mufketeers and harquebufleers; ir\ ter- 
" rifying, wounding, and killing both horfes and men, 

(28) Hail, rain, fnow, and wind, will certainly take efFe^ 
upon the arrow, and in/ome degree alter its range and. force. With 
refpe6t to the latter, Afcham (in his Toxophilus) obferves, " that 
** fome kinds of winds, (as a fide wind) try an archer and good 
** %tx^ very much ; and that once the down wynd tnuelve /core 
** mark (for the fpace of three weeks) was thirteen /core and an half\ 
** and into the wind (being not very great) a great deal above 
" fourteen fcfnrei*^ meaning, that the wind was fo ftrong and bri(k, 
that the arrow flying vjith the wind, greatly over-fhot the mark. 
However, he is fpeaking of light arrows, not war arrows, which 
were much heavier, and in their conftru<5tion better calculated to 
contend with the wind. We read indeed, of a battle in the eaft, 
during an hurricane, which was fo violent, as to render it dilE- 
pult to fend an arrow from an Indian bow beyond a few paces. 
Beign <f Behauder Shaio^ ^fiat* Reg. CharaHers^ p. 1 1 . 

(29) This is another rcafon in fupport of Sir John Smith's 
eighth obfervation. 

. . - And 
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" And therefore will only in this place, ^rtlwer one 
" o^eftion, which I have divers tinies heard alledgcd, 
" in commendation of the efFefts of weapons of fire, 
" and to the difabling of the eflFefts of archers ; and ihat 
"is, there are many that have reported, that the 
" blows of the bullets of muflcets and harquebufle^ 
*^ are no lefs than death, to fuch as they light upon t 
** whereas contrarywife, the blows of arrows do but 
*^ only gall, or lightly wound : which in troth, is 
^' greatly miftaken^ by all fuch as do hold that 
*^ opinion. For that by comnjon experience it hath 
*' been feen, in all fkirmifhes and 'great encounters, 
** that for every one that hath been flain dead in the 
*' field, by* the Ihot of mufket or harquebufs, there 
** have been four, that have not died by the hurts 
** of fuch weapons of fircj although fome of them 
** have remained ever after maimed, and fome not,' 
*^ Whereas by true experience, archers with their ar- 
** rows, do not only greatly wound, but alfo fome- 
*^ times kill both horfcs and men, in fuch fort as 
*' they never depart out of the field alive, as it (hall 
'* hereafter appear by divers ancient, as alfo modern 
** examples. Befides that I, and divers other gen- 
** tlemen of our nation, yet living, that were in 
'^ France in king Edward the Sixth's time, and alfo di- 
*^ vers times fince, have many. times heard French cap* 
'^ tains and gentlemen attribute all former victories of 
'* the ' Englifli againft themfelves, and their anceftors 
** the French, more to the efFedt of our archers, than 
'* to any extraordinary valUance of our nation j and 
** therewithall further report and fayi that they did' 
** think, that the Englifh archers did ufe to poifon 
^* their arrow-heads ; becaufe, that of great numbers of 
•* the French nation, that many times had been 
** wounded or hurt with arrows i very few hadefcaped, 

D " with 
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** with tjicir litcsi by rcafiin diat dicir wotinds 
*' did fo impofthumc, that thty could not be cflred. 
** In which ihcir conceits they did greatly err j be-* 
•* caufe^ in truth, thofe impofthujiiitioi^s proceeded of 
«' nodiing dfc but of the very ruji of tnc arrow-heads, 
** that remained ranking within their wounds ^ and 
" therefore by the connmon experience of our ancient 
** enemies, (that we have fo often vanquilhcd), not 
*V only the great, but alfolhej^^/(3o) wounds of our 
^ arrows, have Been always found to be more dange* 
^ rbus and hard to be cured, than the fire of any fhot 
" unpoifoned." 

** Befides all which, it is to be noted, that horfes ih ' 
** the field being wounded, or hvxfiigbtfy hurt with ^r- 
«' rowsy they (through the great pain that upon every 
** motion they do feel in tjieir fkfh, veins, and finews, 
*5 6y the (baking of the arrows with their barbed heads 
** hanging in them,) do prefently fall a yerking, fling^- 
*^ ing and leaping as if they were mad : in fuch fort, as 
** be it in fquadron, or in troop, they do diforder one 
** another, and' never leave until they have thrown (ji) 

, " anjd 

{30) Our arrow-beads ufcd in war, wcri much fmaller than 
thofe ufed by moft other nations. And Afcham obferves, that 
the Itfs hote an arrow makes in the body, the more difficult it is 
to heal. The barb of the arrow-head may be made in fuch a 
form,, as often (when funk into the liefh) to defy extradtion, by 
the mod (kilful furgeon. The batbs ufed by fome of the African 
nafions are not firaight and parallel, as our ancient barbs were, 
bt;^ fomewhat bent from the center, and turned different ways ; 
on which account they are the more difficult to extr^d. 

. (3^) Pyrrhus king of Epirtw, in an engagement, had his horfe 
pierced with an arrow, which made the animal fo furious, that he 
ran with his mafter into the very midft of Mis enemies^ and fell dead 
with him to the ground. (Rolling vol. vii. p. aS;.)- At the battle 
of Agincourt, fays Speed, *' the, horfes fides were altogether larded 
** with arrows." Hifi. of Great Brit. And Drayton moft forcibly 
defcribes tlie terrible efFefe, which the Englifc barbed arrows had 
upoa the horfes in that battle. ^ 

" Upon 
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^ and c^ft their liiaft^rs. Whereas codtfarywifes horfes 
" that tr6 in their vital parts hiir^ with buUets, -or that 
•* the bones of their legs, flioulders, or backs be bro- 
" ken J they do pfefently fall dowiij or otherwife af- 
•*/ though they be ftricken clean thrbugh, or that the 
" bullets do ftill remain in them, ^hey, after the firft 
** Ihrink at the entering, of the bulUft, do pafs their 
" <arriere^ as though they had very little or no hurt. 
** And this of the hurting of horfes with biallets, both 
" I myfelf, and all others do know, that have feen 
*^ any aft ions performed in the field. And the other, 
" of the great difordering of horfes, with the hurts of 
*^ our EngHQi arrows s I have read ih divers hiftories, 
" and heard reported by divers gcntlertien of our na- 
" tidn, thit have fcco the fame." 

" Among maoy other fancies, which, fojue of our 



** Upon the barfes as in chafe they fly, 
** j^mnvs fo thick in fuch abundance light, 
" That their broad buttocks men like ^w/// might fee, 
" Whereat »;foF pajlime bov^men iliooting be.*- 
And compares th^m t6 the ftirlg of an hornet : 

" And itk their flanks like cruel hornets hung." 

Batt. of jigiHeottYt. 

Nor were th^y lefs terriblie to men. *^. Certainly," fays Mr. Barnes, 
(mentioning the fea engagement before Shiys), *' we are told by 
^' moft writers, that in this fight, the Englith grrows fell fo thick 
" among the French, and did fo flings torment, and fright them, 
** that many men, rather than endure tiem, leaped defperately 
** into the fea." P. i85. And Froiffart (fpeaking of the battle of 
Crefly,) ♦* fays, whap the Genoways felt the arrowes perlyng through 
** heedS) armes, and breftes ; many of them caft downe their crofs- 
** bowes, and dyd cutte their ftrynges, and retourned difcon- 
*' fitted." Chron, vol. i. cc. 128, 129, &c. Graft$n Ck-on, :p, aj^^' 
Afcham tells us, *' the feare onlye of Englifhe archers hath done 
** more wonderful! thinges, than ev6r I redde in any hiftoryc, 
** Greke or Latine, and moft wonderfull of all now of late, befyde 
** Carlifle, betwixt Elke and Leven, at Sandyfikes : where the 
*' whole nobilitye of Sqotland, for fear of the archers of Englande, 
" (next the ftrokc of God) as both Englifhe and Scottifhe men 
** that were prefent hath told me, were drowned and taken pri- 
*' fbners." Toxophilus. 

D 2 *^ captains 



DigifTzed by VjOOQIC 



,t 36 •] 

^*' captains of th6 Low Countries d6 allcdge againft 
'^ archers, (to the difgracing and difablmg of them and 
" their weapons, in connparifon of their weapons of 
, " fire,) one isj that the ar<;hers bows being by them 
" ufed againft the enemy in the heat of fummer, will 
** grow fo weak, that thereby they will lofe their force 
"' and effecSts. Whereunto I anfWcr; that this objec- 
" tion is a pew fancy, and a very dream, contrary to 
" all ancient and modern experience ^of Ehglilh 
" archgjs : whof^ bows being made of that excellent 
" wood of yew, (3a) do never fo decay in ftrcngth, 
" neither by hot nor wet weather, nor yet by often 
" Ihooting in thenq j but that they will with. arrOwiS 
^' wound, and fometimes kill both men and horfes ^ 
" greater diftance oflF, than the (hot and bullets of har- 
•* quebuflfcs and calivers, being employed and ufed in 
*^ the open field, by fkilful conduftors and leaders ; by 
" reafon of the wonderful failings and uncertainties of 
*' thofe, and all other weapons of fire maniable.'*(33) 

Sir John Smith here •notices two other objeAions 
againft the bow ; fiyji, the; impoffibility (in foreign 
. .^ invafions,) of finding the weapons *and furniture of 
archery where it is not iifed; and Jecondly^ that 
ficknefs will difable bowmen. To the firft he anfwers, 
by alking, if mujkets ancj their neceflary appendages 
can be procured in an ^^wyY country, and obfcrves. 



(3^) Bows made of hm^ arp greatly afFe6ted by the weather^ 
particularly wet or moifture ; and often require to be fet : that 
is, reftored to their original ihape and bending; 

(33) j39oit 'que Tharquebuzier puifle tirer de plus loin, 
iieatmoiris i'archer & I'arbaleftier tuera dujji biek un homnie nud de 
100 oii de 200 pas loin que le meilleur harquebuzier: & telle fois 
que le harnois s'il n'eft des plus fors n*y pourra reiifter. Au plus 
le remede feroit, que ceux cy tiraffent le plus pres qu' ils pour- 
Toint: & fi cela fe fait, Ton trouvera plus de gens bleiTez & tuez 
par k trai^, quo par le double d'harquebuziers. D't/cipline milkaire 
de Mejfirc Gjtillau?ne du Bclla^^ 

. that 
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^at they are much heavier of carriage than bows, and 
arrows; and that Edward III. and Henry V. had 
9,boo, or 10,000, archers in their armies, who did not- 
want any article of arcHery, As to thtfec^nd^ he in- 
fills, that ftcknefs ^ill difable tnujkete^s as well as bowr 
men, and that the former muft be ftrong to ufe heavy 
pieces ; whereas bows are much lighter (34). And he 
proceeds thus: 

" Moreover they objedt againft archers, that men 
'^ in this age are not fo mighty and ftrong of body^ ^s 
*^ they have been in former ages; and therefore, q^nnot 
" fhoot* fo ftrong, and work io^ good eflTedts with their 
'* arrows, as their forefathers have done in times paft. 
*^ But in England, and in all other nations, they may 



(34) Sir John Smith fays, a man may draw his bow, if he is 
found from the girdle upwards. However, it muft be admitted, 
that between the fire-arm 'and the bow, there is this difference ; 
that the latter depends for its effed upon a much greater degree 
of bodily ftrength than the former. On this account, the battle 
of Agincoiirt wears the appearance of a miracle. One hiftorian 
(Goodwin) tells us, that the Englifh were almoft famifhed, having 
** (for fonae days before this battle) had nothing but nuts and 
" water to fubfift upon;" They were too attacked with a raging 
dyfentery. So that we are informed, " they were obliged to fight 
*• naked from the waift downwards." PeclCs H'tft. Stanford^ quotes 
ABa Regia^ No. p. 134, 135. But it may be remarked, that 
although the proper management of ^firimg bow requires much 
ftrength of body, and particularly in the arms ; yet is the adioa 
of uiing it, far lefs fatigueing than that of the muflcet. In the 
exercife of the former, fo many parts and mufcles are brought 
into regular and united action, that no one part is weaned by excefs 
of exertion ; and the bow in itfelf is of very light weight. On the 
contrary, the muflcet (with the bayonet fixed) is very ponderous, 
and as in ufing it, it muft reft chiefly upon one arm ; it foon 
caufes fatigue in an hot aftion, when the vollies are giveii 
without intermiffion. Whereas the bowman can fhoot for many- 
hours without being fatigued. Another difadvantage on the part 
of the mufket may be here noticed ; namely, that the effeft of 
the powder is fuch, that befides involving the mufketteer in a 
cloud of fmoke, it affedts his eyes and affails his thiroat and fto- 
mach, circumftances which muft contribute to lefTen the efieft* 
of his difcharges, 
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*^ fee many fona as tall, or taller; or bigger^ and 
*^ ftronger ; as ihey (hall fee lower, fleaderer, or weaker 
** than their fathers." (35) ]■ « 

<* They*allb objeft, that the Englifh have not for 
** thirty or forty years, had ^ much exercife in archery as 
*^ their forefathers ufed : whereby archers in number 
*^ are gready decayed. This is tr^e I eonfefs ; but^£ ' 
*' is "the fault . of the magiftrates in not putting the 
" laws in force: which their negligeiTce or contetnpt, 
** whether it hath proceedeJi of that they have 
** been (jarried into the fancies of liking the aforefaid 
*^ weapons of fire, bccaufe they fill means ears and 
" eyes, with foch terrible fire, fnioke, and noife : 
** or elfe, that they have been perfuaded thereunto, by 
*' fome old new-faqgled men of war, that do' neither 
^ undcrftand the ti'ue efFeAs of mqflcetry, ha^qucbufieery, 
^ nor archery,, I wot not." 

*^ Our people and na,tion, of a Angular gift of God,^ 
<^ and as it were by a na(Mral inclination {;i(i\ with 



(55) Speaking of the English \xKg^ral^ we nsay obferve* thajt 
♦bey are not fo llrong as t^ieir aaceftors. The reafons are obvious. 
Wbilfl commerce was but little attended to, the fports of tho 
fidtd filled up much of the time of the higher claiTes, and rnanu^l 
|[atK)ur aM recreations requiring ftrength, that of the lower. A% 
f^rts and, m.anufa<5torie8 increafed, the occupation of great num- 
bers became either fedentary, or fuch as deprived them of the 
Opportunity of keeping up the vigour and ftrenjgth of the body, by 
^ercife. Be^des, the increafe of cities and towps^ the confe* 
%uent inapedi^nt to the free circulation of air in them ; wit^)^ 
the unreftrained ufe of fpirituous and adulterated liquors^ ap4 
habits of lui^^ry ; hai^e contributed greatly to enervate the people, 
©f this ifland, Xet among the laborious poor, we ihall liill find 
the ftrength ^nd power of body pofTefled by their aftceftors^ (oft^ijt 
the only patrimony defcended. to them) and which their occupai 
tions are adnurably calculated to preferve, and continue to their 
po^erity. 

(36)' " All EngliiTimen (fays Afcham) generally, be apt iox^ 
** fliooting. Children even from their cradle Ipve it, and young 
•'''men, without any teaching, diligently ufe it.'* To^opiilus. 



** good 
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•* good execution of kws, came to l!)e fb perfed and 
^ excellent in the ufc of the long boW> without any 
" public charge. Our enemies are niore ufcd to fire- 
•* weapons^ and having niany fortified pkces and con- 
** ftanc garrifons to keep up, have always men trained 
" to arms. 

SECTION II. 

EfftQf^^ Arrows more certain thmn thofe of Bullets-^ 
Arrows terrify the jB^e-^Sir John Smith's Chal<- 
tenge to the Mujket — Difference between the Range 
of an Arrow and a Bullet — ^ffe8ts of botk—EffeB 
of Archery proved by Examples — Battles of Creffy^ 
poiQierSj Navaretta, Agincourt^ and Herrings — 
Opinion that Archers cannot Jiand the Charge of 
Horje, angered by Examples to the contrary. 

" /L RCHERS» being good, direct their arrows 
" -^"^^ widi a great deal more certainty, being within 
** eight, nine> ten, ox eleven fcores, than any muf- 
/^ keteers or harquebufleers (how good foever they be) 
** can do in a much nearer diftance^ by reafon that 
** muflceteers and harquebufleers failing in thtxv points and 
" hlank^ do neither kill nor hurt: befides that in their 
** points and hlanky (through the great imperfedtions 
" beft)re declared), they do very feldorei hit \ whereas 
'* contrary wife, the arrows d6 not only wound, and 
•* fometimes kill in their points and bllmky but alfo ia 
** Aeir defceots and fall (3,7) : for if in their defeents, 

(57) Stow (who aopiesfrom John Roft) informs us, that at 
the b»ttie of Haftingr, Duke William commanded his men, " that 
^ ibme of them^ ihould ihoot diredly forward, and other fome 
** upward, by reafoa whereof* the arrows ftiot upward deftroyed 
^^ the Engliihmen as they looped, and the arrows fhot diredUy 
^ tfe^and, wounded them that .flood upright." Annalh^ p. loo, 
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^ they light not upon the enemies faces ; yet in their 
*^ lower defcents, they light, cither upon their breads, 
*f bellies, thighs, knees^ or legs ; and in their lowcft de- 
'* fcentfall even to the very nailing of their feet to the 
** ground; which with the terrible coming of the arrows 
** in the eyes and fight (38) both of horfemen and 
** footmen, caufeth in them a wonderful fear and terror. 
" Whereas contrary wife, harquebufleers and mufketeers 
'* with their weapons of fire, do no ways terrify neither 
*^ horfes nor men, that are but four or five times ufed 
"'to their cracks, fmoke, and noife; unlcfs by great 
** chance, they happen to be ftricken with bullets : and 
" the reafon is this ; that the bullets being difcharged are 
*' invifible, and therefore do no ways terrify the fight: 
*• whereof it commeth to pafs, that when horfes and 
** nnen th^t haVe been in three or four flcirmiflies, do fee 
'* that they receive no hurt, neither by the fire, fmoke, 
" nor noife i nor that in many thoufands of harquebufs 
^' and mufket fliot, there are not twenty men flain, 
.** nor hiirti they grqw after to be far lefs in doubt of 
*' thofe weapons of fire, than of pikes, halbards, lances, 
" and fwords. Howbeit, the volHes (39) of archers 
** arrows, flying together in the air, as thick as hail, 
*' do not only terrify and amaze in moft terrible fort, 
f* the ears, eyes, and hearts, both of horfes and men, 



, (38) " If it b€ trae (fays Sir John Hayward) as all men of 
** action do hold, that the eye in aU battles is^rfi overcome ; then 
** againft men equally accuftoroed to both, the ^gAt of the arrow 
»* is more available to viftory, than the crack of the pieces" Life 
fmiliamhyJ.H, 

(39) It muft not be fuppofed, that the archers delivered their ar- 
rows in a diforderly or promifcuous manner. On the contrary, their 
difcipline feems to liave kept pace with their prowefs. Froiffart 
relates, that at the ever memorable battle of Crefly, *' the archers 
•* of England fhotte fo holly togvder^ that the Frenchmen were 
** fayne to give place to the Engliihmen.*' Frolffart^ vol. i. c. 127. 
Grafton Chron, ^. 2*jo. 

'' with 
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** with the noife and fight of their coming; but they 
*^ alfo in their defccnts, do not leave in a whole fqua- 
** dron of horfcrnen, nor footmen (although they be in 
i' fnotion) fo much as one man unftricken and not 
^' wounded with divers arrows, if the number of the 
" archers be anf^ferable to the number of tlie fquadron 
*^ (40). And therefore for the experience that both I, 
** and many others, both noblemen, gentlemen and 
** great captains of many nations, that I have ferve4 
" amongft, have had of the fmall efFed of weapons 
" of fire in the field, with the reafons and differences 
" before allcdged; for my part, I will never doubt to 
" adventure my life, or many lives (if I had them) 
**' amongft eight thou/and archers complete, well chofen, 
*' and appointed, and there withall provided and fur- 
** nifhed with great ftore of fheaves of arrows, as alfo 
" with a good overplus of bows and bow-ftrings, 
" againft twenty thoujand of the beft harqubeujfeers and 
** mujketeers^ that are in Chriftendom." 

" This I know, that harquebuflcers, if led by fkilful 
" conduftors, are not to give any voUies, above three or 
" fourscores at the furtheft.: nor muflceteers any vollies 
** of bullets, above eighty ten, or twelve fcores, at any 
** fquadrons of horfe or foot in motipn. And yet that 
" too far {/^i), unlefs the leaders think rather to terrify 



(40) Nead informs iis, that Henry VIII. won Turwin^Toumay 
and Bullogn, chiefly by the ufe of the how : which amazed the 
en6my, and nmundcd almoll every me. Double-armed Man. Such was 
the effoft of well direfted vollies of arrows fhot by th^£ngliiliy 
thatbeiides the llain, the number of the wounded, (who generally 
were made prifoners) was very confiderable in almoft all the great 
contef^, in which they ufcd the bow. Grafton, fays that at the 
battle of Poi£tters, " there were divers Englifh archers that had 
"/©wr, ^^, orjf^v prifoners." Chron, 

(41) The point blank range of a mufket ball is computed to be 
under 150 yards; in a^hn^ its efFe6t can fcldom be depended upoo 
at more than tyo thirds of that diftance. See pofi (note tj.) 

** with 
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^ with nodfe and fmoke^ than with any hmt t)f t&e birf- 
** icts,. Whereas, arcbers reduced into their CMvemen^c 
^^ ibrms (42)9 being in fa great numbers (as aforefaid) 
♦* do iim ibi Jigbt of tbi Swt, darkm the -^> (43), and 

(44) ^* Tbe aocie»t order of re^BCing arehcM-s into ^oria^ byoiHr 
•* naoft fkilful and warlike anceilors, was into hearfes ; that is^ 
** broad in front, and narrow in flank : as for example, if there 
♦* were 25, jo, 35, #r more or feWei archei's in froat; the flanks 
** di<t confift bat of 7 or 8 raiiks at the mofl. And the reafo» 
•* was this, that if they had placed any more rapks than 7 or ^; 
•♦ tbfS binder ranks would have loft a great deal of grotindi^ in 
*^ tjipe volties of th^ arrows, at their enemies; «onfiderin$ tbe 
^* convenient and proportionate diftaoce* between rank an4 
•* rank, and ranks before them ; as alfo, that the fight of the 
•^ hinder ranks would have been taken away» by fo mapy fcrmer 
•* sank$, from direding their vollies of arrows towards their 
•* enemies fa\:es. Onr anceftors placed the hearfes of archers, 
•* either before the front of their armed footmen, or elfe in wings 
^ upon thfi cowers of their battalions, and fometimes both vtt 
•* front and wings.*' Sir John ^rnith* 

** At the battle of Creny the archers flood in the form of an 
^ kea;^, about aoo in front, and but 40 in depth : which is 
•* undoubtedly the beft way of embatteling archers, cfpecially 
•* when the epemy is ytiy numerous, as at this time. For 
•' by the breadth of the front,, the extenfioft of the enemies^ fVont 
,** is matched; by reaibn (^ the thiiuiefs in flank, the arrows do 
** more execution^ being more likely to reach home." (Barmsy 

After the intrpdi^on of ftre anas, the archers were placed behind 
tba HarquebuiT^ers, with great effe<ft ; as we read was pradifiid at 
the battle of Pinkey, between the Englifh and Scotch, on the- 
iMiaks of the Eike. rtde poft^ chap. 4. 

(45) This expreffion of Sir John Smith's, refpedtng the appear- 
ance of arrows, is by no means hyperbolical. Hiftoriiins of all 
ages, have rnade iimilar obferrations upon their flight. Our old 
chroniclers frequently compare the vollies of arrows, bt the battles 
of Crefly, Poi6tiersand Agincourt, to the fall oi bailzndifntnij^ and ' 
IP motes ip the Sun. Our poets follow them. Drayton (in bift 
]f9fy'0lhkn\^ ipeaking of the civil contefls, writes, 

** The wint^rs^^^ or hail was never fecn fo thick, 
** As on the houfes (ides the bearded arrvws flick. 
" The middle fight (which was the army's only pride) - 

•• Of archers mofl approved 

«• Stood ftoutly to the (hock, and flang out fuch a flight 

•* Of (hafts, ai well nearfeem'd feclipfe the welcome light, 

•* A^d with the ibot c^»ne JJ^/i> likcprm^iJhtnii'n of Hail.'* 

Song aa. 
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^* <0V0r tht Earth with their voHies of arrowy ^Af, 
** fdne^ ten and iim^en^ fcofcs diftant from them (44)^ 
" in fuch fort, as no numbers of mufieeteers or har* 
" quebufliers or argoleteers (45), nor yet iquadrons of 
*< lanceai, nor of footmen (being fo ill ai^med as inthefe 
^* days they are), (hall be ^und able to abide the incredi- 
^* ble terror qf the (hot of fuch infinite number of arrows* 
♦* For there is no doubt, Uot that archers with their 
** voffies of arrows, will wound, kill, or hurt abov6 
" one hundred ftnen and horfes, for every one that fliall 
** ftiail be flain or hiirt^ by the vbllies of fb great 
^* numbers of harquehujfeers or niufketeerSj ias before 
" mentioned (46)/* • 

** Now whereas our fuch nien of war, do forlhar* 
«< difeble our archers, faying, that they are to work in a 
" manner no effeft, neither againft horfemen nor foot- 
^^ men; and that archers arc not abk to abide the 
" terK3f of the Ihot of muflcetcers nor harquebuflfiSens, 



(44) It ieeras th^t melvt fcqre yards was, in gOQeral,. the fuH 
f:(tent pf the flight of the heavier kind d Jheaf ox war arrows^ whieh 
were very long and proportionably heavy. Each iheaf coniifted of 
twenty four, ** of which (Sir John Smith fays,) eight were lewet 
" feathered, finaUer and flighter arrows than the reft." Anjiuter t9 
Mr. Barwick. The ufe of which was, ** to gaul or aftonne the 
<' enemies with the haile iliot of light arrows, before ^hey ftiall 
•' come withih the clanger of the harquebufs ihot." jlrt of War^ 
HarleianMSS.J^SzS. * 

(45) The har^ehvfi was a lighter fort of muCket;> and w^ ufed 
Vrithout a reft. The argoktte feems to have been the fame or very 
lil^eit, and gave the name of argoleteer to the h^ife Jhldiens wl^ 
iifed this latter fire-arm. 

(46) Refpeding the great inefficiency attending thp firing of 
musketry in modei^n- war^ Mr. Mafon obferves, that^Maifll^il 
Count SasLe, in his Memoirs, dates, thafon a computation ofbaiU^ 
ufed in a day's action, not one of upwards oi eighty five took plap0^ 
Mr. Mafon has colle61:ed feveral modern inftances of the effed 
of muiketry, from which it appears, that Marfha} Saxe's co|D|^^r 
tatipp may (under, the prefent fyftem of military tadi<?s) fairjy b^ 
4^ujbledi Mafon on tic Long^Bm an4 Pike, 
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^ with many other vain and fond objeftions, contrary 
^^ to all rcafon and experience: it is not to be nnarvclled 
•* at, that they do fo grofsly err in their fond opinions 
*'. conceived and alledged, againft the excellent effefts of 
** that weapon, of which they never had any experi* 
** ence, nor yet do know how to order them. For 
*' archers, reduced into their forrps, wpre placed by our 
^^ anceftors in iht face of the men at arms 1(47) of 
•^ France^ and all other brave horfemen of foreign 
^' nations, who in thofe days wer^ far better arpied, 
*^ than any nations in thefe our days are. And yet 
** with this good order, the wonderful efFeft of our 
** archery and arrows was fuch; that flying in the air as 
*• thick as fnow, with a terrible noife, much like a 
^' temp^uous wind preceding a tempeji-, they did leave no 
** difarmed place of horfe or man unftricken and not 
*^ wounded. As m^y w^Il appear by many battles and 
** vidories, and namely, by the battle of CreJJy^ that 
*^ King Edward III. and Prince Edward his fon won 
" againft King Philip of France; where the faid King 
*• Philip had eight or ten thoujand men at armsy and 
*' ffteen thoujand Genoefe crofs-bow men^ (which were no 
*^ ways inferior for fervices in the field to the muikets 
*^ of this time (48) : with fo puiflant an army alfo on 

*^ horfeback 



(47) The men at ^irwj (fometiraes called by FroifTart Gem d*armesy 
at other times lances^ from the fpears, or lances they often carried) 
fought both on horfeback and on foot. At times, they were; 
habited in body-armour of iron, and plates of iron on their arms: 
the J9ints were defended with mail, which was worn under the 
whole armour (therefore often called by hiftorians a ^/V/ of mai)). 
At other times they were ftill clofer armed, with the joints of 
the armour defended by plates of iron. Strutt, vol, 3. ^. 33. 

(48) The cre/s'iow was the intended rival of the long-bow ; but 
we find, from unquefyonable authorities, that the cyo/s'^w-men 
could never ftand againft the Englifh long-bow men. In the fea 
cpgageroents before Sluys, and with the Spaniih armadk near 
Wmchelfea, in the reign of Edward III. Barnes, (p. 182. 451.^ 

' tells 
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*« horfeback and on foot, very well afmed and ap- 
'* pointed (of divers nations), that they were fix at th6 
" leaft, for every one of the Engjilh : in which battle 
** were flain eleven Princes^ znd twelve hundred knighti:, 
" befides thirty thoufandfoldiers of, all nations. And 
** the wonderful' effeft and terror of Ihot of arrows was 
** that day fuch, as neither the French King with his 
** men at arms, nor any other of his great captains, with 
" their brave and well armed bands of horfemen of 
" diveris nations, were able to enter and break the 
'^ archers: although they had no pikes, ftakes[^^^)y 

" banks, 

tells us, " that the Englijh arrows did more execution hyfar than the 
'* crofs-bows ;" and that in the latter engagement, *' the archer* 
" of England pierced their arbalifters with ^further reach than 
" they could flrike again.'* Yet Wood (in his Bow-man's Glorj) 
.tells us " that fome crofs-bows fhot twenty /core yards." However^ 
the care taken in this kingdom, by the legiflatute, to reHrain the 
dfe of the crofs-bow (which feems to have been favoured as aa 
inftrument of amuferaent in England in the reigns of Henry VII. 
and Henry VIII.) a.nd to encourage the pradice of thQlong-ioWf 
fufficiently marks the preference given to the latter, as a tieapou rf' 
war. See Stat. 19 H. 7. c. 4. 6 Heri. 8. c. 13. and fubfequent 
ftatutes. HoUinfhed (who wrote in ti\e (ixteenth century) laments 
•the decay of our ftrong archery, obferving, " that Certes, the 
" Frenchman and Rutters, deriding our new ardhery in refpeA to 
" their corfelets, will not let in open fkirmiih (if any leifure ferve) 
" to turn up their, tails and cry Ihoote Engli/imen; and all becaufe 
" our firong Ihooting is decayed and laid in bed: but if fome of 
" our Engliflimen now lived, that ferved King Edward III. the 
" breech of fuch a varlet fhould have been nailed to his buni, 
** with one arrow ; and another feathered in his bowells, before 
" he Ihould have turned about to fee who ihot the firft." 
Defcriptiofi of Britain^ Book 2. Chap, 12. -Among the plates engraved 
in Sirut^t^s Horda j^ngel-cynnan (vol. 2. pL 46 J is one reprefenting ai^ 
engagement between the Englifh and French in Flanders, in the 
reign of Henry IV. in which a rank of Englifli long-bow-m^n appears 
oppofed to one of crofs- Sow- men: and one of the latter is repre- 
fented, as having flepped a little forward and turned up his bare 
breech; in wjiich an arrow from an Englifli long-bow appears to be 
firrdy fixed. Thefe authorities, concurring in fuch particulars, pro- 
bably record, or refer to a wxll known fa«5l. 

(49) ^Our archers, to guard and prote6t themlelves from the 
attack of the horfe, ufed to place before them flakes five or fix feet 
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^* bmiks>^or trenches to guard them; but being in the 
•* plain and open fieWs/the archers with their vollies of 
^^ arrows, did break both horfen^en and footmen i 
** Woii&ding and killing, both horfes and mcti^ in fuch 



teng pointed wkh iron. (Graffon chron* p, 45 5 J Paultts Jovius 
gives us a complete view of the arms and Q[lkn<fiuvres of a body 
of Engliih archers, in the following words:. *^ Apod Anglos in 
♦* fagittis u^ica fpes, et praecipua gloria crebis vi^oriarum proven- 
•* tibos, patta. Eas minimo digito, crafliores, bicubitalefque, & 
^ hamato ^scfixas ; ferro ; ingentibus ligneis arcubns intorquent, 
*^ tanta vi, arteque, ut ad primos prxfertim i£tus fquamofam 
** thoracem, aut loricam facilfe penetrent, fervefa^amque gefiatu 
•* & multo fole; fcrrcam Equcftrem armaturam fsepe transfodiant. 
** His e Romana difciplina> mos eft vallum geftare, et dimenfo 
•* fpatio protinus, ubi hoftis fuerit in confpe£^u, in orbem fc 
** mahire. Palos enim teretes utirinque ferrea cufpide praeacutos^ 
^*^ inira celeritate folo defigunt, & infeftaacie, paululurh procli- 
*• Qat03 in hoftem vertunt: in medio autcm ferreus eft annuluSf 

/* quo perpctua faepc refte vinciuntur. Circumvallati in hurio 
** modum, levo pede in ima parte palum premunt, & divaricatis 
** cmribus, panlifque laceftis, fagittas excutiunt. Interna autena 

'** finiftri brachii oflea tabella^ conteguntur^ ne roanicae rugis 
•* recurrentid, nervi impetus elidatur: eo quod diximus, muni- 
*' tionis, getter* Gallici equitatus impetium, quo nihil acrius^ atque 
** vehementiui dlim fuity egregie fuftinuerunt ; quam alii temere 
•* illatis fe prafcacutis vallis induerent ; alii vel in poftrema acic, 
•• Yagittarum gf andine ftcrnerentur. Hac una praelii ratione Joan- 
** ncs Galliae Rex apud Pi6tavos ingenti praelio vidus, captufque 
" eft: et Phillppus ad Samraorabrinam accepta magna clade, pro- 
** ffigatus. Appafuitque ea in pugna, fagittarios Ligures, qui 
** Scorpionibus arcuferreis uterentur, quo teli generc atque animis 
•* hoftlbus pares videri pofTent ; necque «;/, necque cekritate Anglis 
•* fuifib comparandos,** Defaiptio Britannia, fo, 16. Speed gives us 
th* following accotidt of the ufe made of thefe ftakes, by, the 
archers at tlie battle of Agincotirt. " The firft troop of French 
•* horfe Were exquifitely' appointed; whereon the .riders much 
'• prefumed, and meant to have burft through the archers, with a 
•* violent coarfe ; but they giving back, left their fbarpe pointed 
•* ftakes ftickiog, which tin then were unfeen. The French, fup- 
** pofing the archers had fled, came on with their horfe upon the 
•* fpur, arid that id fuch heat, as the earth feemed to tremble under 
'* their thundering feet ; and being forced forward withiut fore- 
** fight of danger, carried their proud riders into the jaws of 
" deftrudlion : fof falling by troops upon thofe goring ftakes, they 
** were miferably overthrown and paunched to death." Hift. of 
Great Brit. p. 6i8. ^ 

« fort 
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«* Cortj that the Freiich King himfelf, bein^ ih great 
^V peril> had, his horfe with the (hot of arrows flaia 
*^ under him. By which exanipk, and divers others, 
^^ that I will hereafter allcdge$. it itiay be a()pareiiC to 
** any man that is pofieffed with the grace of God, 
^^ and therefore of found judgment, that archers being . 
" in great nurnbers, and reduced ihto the form of 
** bsarjes or dmMe hear/is^ aS wings to a battalioti or 
" fquadron of pikes (cb^t they may the more conveni»* ^ 
" ently give their vollies of arrows,) need not be guarded 
*^ with pikes, nor yet flakes (as fome talk of the bat*- 
** tie of Agincourt,) but they themfclves are rhoft 
*^ brave piken:5en: for as a fquadron of j^kes wcM 
" formed, do with their pikes in their bands wtj^-k: great 
** efFcft in refifting a charge of lances, or by encounter^ 
" ing with another fquadron of pikenren their enemies ; 
^\ fo the arrows of brave archers reduced into hearle^, 
*^ being delivered out of their bows, do become fo 
*• terrible pikc^ in the eyes and fight of the horfes, at 
^ alfo in lighting upon their lliafrons, ^ranets 0r fted 
*', pe&orells, or being not barbed, upon their bare faces 
" and every difarmed pirtj that the horfes with the 
^ huzzing, ftriking, and unaccuftomed nqife, and with 
*' tlie blows and wounding of the arrows, do fly back 
" and athwart the one the other: in fuch fort, as nO 
" force of fpurs can make them go any further againft 
** the archers, but that they do diforder aijd overthrow 
'* one another, Befides^ that againft fquadrons of 
*' armed footmen, the voHies of arrows flying in the 
'* air, and conwng in their eyes and fights as diick as 
*^ haih and lighting upon their faces, and every other 
** difarmed part ; dofo amaze them, that they come to 
*' lofe their ranks and diforder themfclves, before they 
•* can come to join with another fquadron of armed 
** men their enemies: and alfo with their terror do 

" wonderfully 
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•* wonderfully confufe and confound the greateft and 
** bravcft captainsj-in dieir direftions and commatid- 
** ments, ^s it may very well appear, not only by 
•' the battle of Creffy before mentioned, but alfo by 
*• the battle of Pointers : where, certain years after, 'the 
*' fame Prince Edward, (that was at the battlfe of Creffy 
•* with King Edward his Father,) having not in his 
•* whole army above eight tboufand Englijhy and Gaf^ 
** coigns \oitht which there were fix thoufand archers^ 
*' and two thoufand armed men;) overthrew King 
" John of France, (that valiant Prince,) who at that" 
** battle was accompanied with a great part of the 
**. nobility of France and of other nations, as Dukes, 
** Princes, Earls, and other gr^eat captains; and had in 
*^ his army above three /core thoufand |iorfemen and 
•* footmen 5 of the which there were abbve . ten thou- 
*^ fand men at arms 5 and of horfemen of all forts above 
** thirty thoufand : where, a little before the battle, the 
" Prince with his notable captains, confidering the 
•* fmall number that he had to make head and rfcfift 
** the French King with fo huge an hoft, did take a 
•* ground of fome ftrength and advantage, for the 
*' guard of the flanks and back of his fmall army. And 
" placing a great part of hisr archers in front, in the 
•♦ open place where the French horfemen and footmeri 
" were to enter and give battle : the archers with their- 
•* wonderful voUies of arrows (through the great good-' 
" ncfs of God) did. that day fo wound, kill and mif- 
*• chief both horfcs and men ; that he overthrew King 
** John of France with his whole army, and took him 
" and one of his fons prifoners; and of Earls, Barons, 
*^ Knights, and Efquires, to the number of fixteen hun- 
" dred or more: befides that there were flain the Duke 
" of Athens, with fo many Earls, Barons, Knights and 
*' Efquircsi that they were numbered to be above feven 

" hundred 

Digitized^ VjOOQIC 



i 49 ] ^ 

" hundred, and To many prifoners of all forts taken 
" by the Englifh and Gafcoigns, that they far exceeded 
" the number of the PHnce's army.'* 

" The.batrie alfo of iV^i;^rr<?//^ in Spain, fought by 
" the fame Prince Edward (in favour of Don Pedro el 
** Cruel, againft Don Henty of Caftile,) may teftify the 
" wonderful cflfe6t of archers, where there were above 
" an hundred thou/and Spaniards, Frenchmen, Portu- 
" guefe, Genoefe crofs-bow men, and Moors, both 
" horfemen and footmen, overthrown in, that battle." 

" The famaus battle and viftory of AgincourtytuMci 
*^ of later years fought by King Henry V. againft the . 
*^ whole power of France, doth evidently (hew the 
" moft excellent effefts and execution of archers, where 
" with the grace of God and incredible vollies of ar- 
" rows, the French King's army was overthrown, which 
" confided of above yi?r/); thoufand horfemen and footmen: 
" of the which there were ten thoufand men a^ arms, 
" all knights, efquircs and gentlemen; whereas King 
^\ Henry's army did confift of but ten thoufand archersy 
" fifteen hundred lances^ and two thoufand footfnen of 
" other weapons. In which batde were flain, the 
" Dukes of Lorain, of Brabant, of Alengon, and Bar, 
'^ with a great number of ^fquires; befides that, there 
** were taken prifoners, the Dukes of Orleans and 
^ Bourbon, with many other earls, barons and knights/* 

"*^ The battle of Herrings alfo (fb called by the 
/* French chronicles) fought in King Henry VI's time 
" (near unto a village in France called Rouveray, not 
*^ far from Orleans) doth evidently ftiew the great 
" excellence of archery, againft all other forts of 
*^ weapons; in whith battle Sir John FalftafF, with 
*^ other brave Englifh daptains, by the grace of God 
** and terrible (hot of the archers, overthrew the baftard 
" of Orleans, the Lord High Conftable of Scotland, the 

E • *' Count 
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Count of Ckrmoiint, with many other captainsiof 
great account, and their whole army of Frenchmen 
and Scots; in the which there w^e a great number 
of French harquebujfeers and crofs-bow-men^ which 
againft the archers wrought no effeSl'*^ 
" But I omit the particulars of many other great 
viftof ies, that J could alledge for proof of the incre- 
dible effefts of pur archers in battles (50): and will now 
come to anfwer certain other /rivolous objedions, of 



(50) Not only Urge, but even vpry inconJiderabU bodies of archers, 
have done great fervice in the field. Leland in his ColU^anea (vol. 
1 9 p. 569 to $72) has mentioned feveral feats performed bj 
a few Engliih archers in France in the time of Edward HI. And 
Afcham notices an r;6lion performed by Sir William Walgrave 
and Sir George Somerfet with ov^y fixteen archers, near Hammes, 
''^ where (to ufe Afcham's words) they turned with fo few 
" archers, fo many Frenchmen to flight, and turned fo many out 
w of their jackes (coats of mail) which turne turned all France to 
*< ihame and reproach; and thofe two noble jcnights to perpetual 
^' praife and fame." Toxopk, See alfo Sir John Smith's Difcourfe on 
Weapons ; and Barneses Hijl. of Edward IlL The latter writer 
among others, notices an a^ion which, in its effe^, may welTbe 
ranked among the wonders of archery. This was the battle fought 
near Mauron, between Renncs and Ploifierel, (15th Aug. 135a) 
between the Engliih and French ; the former (who were only 
300 men at arro« and 600 arghers) were led by Sir Walter 
Bentley and Sir Kofcert Knowles. The army of the French and 
Bretons, (being four times as great as that of the Engliih) was 
under the conduA of Lord Guy de Neile marihal olf France, and 
other great officers; and was fo ordered by the marihal, that 
having a ileep mountain behind at the back, the French and 
Bretons might be enforced t6 iland to it refolutely, by defpairing 
to fly. This array was fo dreadful, that it difmayed the heart* of 
feveral Engliihmen, and they began to fly, and thirty of the 
archers a6tually d^ferted. But by the courage, good condu^ and 
refolution of Sir Walter Bentley, the Engliih (after a doubtful and 
bloody fight,) pbtained a famous vidtory. Among the ilain 01^ 
the iide of the French, were the marihal himfelf, thirteen lords^ one 
hundred and forty kni^Hs^ five hundred b^tthfihrs^ (whofe coats of 
armour were brought^ away:) but the common foldiers were not 
numbered. And the Engliih took prifoners (oT hrds^ knights and 
IfatMors) to the number oione hundred and thirty. ^.463. Sie alfo Hoi- 
linjkeds Chron. Reign of Hen* VI. 

fnaallcr 
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;'^ fii^allcr moment than, thefe that I have already, hy 
^' fucb . notable examples and experiences of great bat- 
'* ties and viaories,anfwered." , 

" Som^of our fuch nien of war, (becaufc by con^ 
F* mon and modern experience, no number of n>ufke- 
" tcers nor harquebuflecrs in the plain fields, without 
" fuccours of fome other weapon or ground of ad^an- 
,^ tage, are able to abide the charge of half fo many 
** hxicts or Jiradiots (51 ) in numbet as they are, with*- ' 
^^ out bei/ig overthrown and broken,) do therefore* 
" think and commonly report, that with a very fmall . 
" number of hdrfemen, they will break a far greater 
*^ number of archers; by which their opinions and 
^ reports, it feemeth, that as they are utterly ignorant^ 
*^ and without' any experience of the eJffcds of archers^ 
" fo are they a$ ignorant of all notable hiftoricsj or elfe 
** according to the new fafliion, they do believe nothing 
'^ but that which they thimfelves have feen, which in 
« troth appeareth to be very little." 

" For anfwer whereunto, (according to thctcftimony of 
*' the French chronicles) I fay, that in King Henry VPs 
" time, John Lord of Bellay, being accompanied with 
*' two hundred lances at the leaft, met b^ chance with 
" an Englilh captain, called Berry, that had to the num- 
*^ her oi four /core archers j who perceiving the French- 
" men, prefently reduced his men into an hearfi^ turn- 
«* ing their backs to an hedge, (that the lances might 
*f^ only charge them in front j and fo giving their vqU 
" lies of arrows at the French lances charging^ did jTo 
" wound and kill their horfes, that they overthrew 
" them, and (lew and took divers of them prifoners.'* 

(ji) Strajhts were French light horremen, with fliort flirrups, 
beaver hat«. fmall fpears, and fwords like the fcimiters of Turkey^ 
GrqftojCs Cktott, />. 980. ' 

, E 2 '' And 
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** And within k while after, a French captain (Guion 
^^ dc Going) accompanied by Jix /core lancesj went out 
'Vto feek an adventure ^with the Englifhi and was met 
" by Sir William Olde, with ^xteeH or twenty archcrs^ 
" oh horfcback (52) ; who difmounted, and formed in i 
^' broad way, where lances could not charge? them, but 
** in front; and the French lances charging them, the 
** vollies of arrows of thofe few archers, wrought fuch 
" notable effeft againft the French horfcmen, that they 
** broke and overthrew them; in fuch fort, that there 
" were divers of the French flain and taken prifoners. 
** And in our time. King Henry VIII. being at the 
** fiege of Teroiienne, a convoy of provifions was com- 
** ing from Guines towards Teroiienne : all the Frencli 
*' captains of Picardy and Vermandois having intclli- 
**, gence of it ^ aflcmbled all the men at arms, harque- 
*^ buyers and crofs-bow-men, laid in ambufli, and 
** overthrew the Englilh light horfe avan-couriers^; 
" which being perceived by the Englifli, they fo placed 
** their archers y that aftCr a long fight, and many 
"charges by the French men at arms and their (hot. 
" given, (the. French far exceeding the Englilh in 
♦* number) the French, having a number of horfes 



(52) The bow was not confined to ihtfiot foldier. The Bng* 
liih ha4 in their armies a number of mounted bow men, (called 
Hoblers) who were found to be very ferviceable. (See Mofeley^ j/, 
fl62.; Bameis (fpeaking 6f the a^ons of thefe archers) fayi 
•' Thofe that went out intp the field, to rapge themfelves in order 
** were warmly received by the archers on hprfeback, who rode 
•^ aboiit fcouring the field, and wherever they.efpied any extraor- 
** dihary concourfe of men gathering together, thither they rode 
** up, and diffolved them by their thick flights of arrows. P. 311/' 

Sir J^bn Smith (in his comparifon rfweapons^) draws a comparifon 
between the effefls of horfe. musketeers and horfe. archers^?LTidi decides 
in favour of the latter. 

" wounded 
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" wounded and flain, were completely repulfed and 
'^ overthrown by the excellence o{ i^t archer s\^ 2)* 



(53) O" *^^ effed of arrows againft the horfe, may be added the 
twofpllowinginftances. " At the battle of Durham or Nevils- 
*' crofs (anno 1346) Sir David Graham, a valiant baron, with a 
" wing of Jive hundred horfe, well appointed, gave a full charge 
" upon the left flank of the Englifh archers; but was received 
** with fuch a fliower of arrows, that after two or three atteny)ts 
" in vain, having loft many of his men, he was fain to fly back 
•* to the main battle, upon the fpur, in great danger of being 
•* taken by his purfuers. Barnes, p. 3 79. 

*' About Bartholomewtide laft (1595) came out of Scotland, 
•* one James Fergufon, bowyer to the Kingj who credibly re- 
** ported, that about two years paft, rebels did rife there againft 
•* the King, who fent 500 horfemeh well appointed. They: meet- 
•* ing 300 rebclJs, bowmen,~The bowmen Htw two hundr^il and 
^* four-fcore of the horfes^ and killed^ vjounded^ and fore hnrt tn^Ji part' 
** of the Kin^s men,^* Treatife to prove the Ufe of Arckep^ 1596,. 
Paulus Jovius has given us a very lively defcription of a rapid 
charge made by a body of French hqrfe, upon the ,£nglifh archers," 
" than which (fays he) there was nothing_pore fevere and impe- 
** tuous ;*' yet he adds, that the latter fuftained it with a wonder-^ 
ful firmnefs ; continuing to pour down upon then) a ftor(Q of 
arrows, (P'iife^fite note ^g. J 
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SECTION III. 

particular EfeBs of Arrows againji. Fire-Jj^ms, 
prwed by Examples — Ket's Rebellion — Rebellion 

; in the JVq/i — Battle at Newhaven — Superiority 
of Englijh Bows and Archery, compared mth fhi 

' Bows, and Archery of other Nations . • 

-» . ■ . > " , , > 

"^ n^OW if the effeft of voUics of. arrows be To 
*^,X^ terrible, both againft horfemcn and foQtinerY 
*^ 0nned{^4)i (as I have before dfeclafed, by fo manjj 
^ reafoQS and eKannples>) what then are the vollies a£ 



(j4) In anfwer to thofe, who afTerted tjbat aq arrovn- would not 
pcnctjatc through fingle buff jerkins, or fcarcely through ordinary 
dotl^es, Sir John Smith obferves, that although the French for- 
merly were well defended by body armour, yet did they not 
trull to that alone; but carried ;>^n;o^j ({hields plated with fteel, 
feven feet long and about two feet broad) to prote6t themfelves 
from the Engliih arrows. We may therefore without difficulty 
imagine, th^t had they not found by experience, that armour was 
not proof againft the Englifh arrow, they would never in battle, 
have encumbered themfelves with large and heavy fhields. But 
upon this fubje6t Patritius (before quoted) difputing the violence 
of arrows,, makes a Angular remark, doubting not to affirm '^ that i 
•* an Englijh arrmff^ with a little wax put upon the point of the heady will. 
*• pafs through any ordinary corfelette or cuirafs,** Parlal, milit. 1 594, 
Lib. 3. fo. 37. It feems needlelk to accumulate authorities upon 
a matter, , in which all hiftorians concur ; but the two following 
examples (among many others) may perhaps tend to put Sir' John 
Smith's obfervation beyond difpute. Lord Lyttelton tells u?, 
** that Henry II. during his expedition into Wales, was wounded 
** by a random arrow; and if his habergeon, or coat of niaiU ^^^ 
•* not been ftronger than ufual, the wound would have proved 
*• mortal, but the ikill of his armourer faved him.** Foi, a. p. 57. 
We may fuppofe, that the King's armour was made of the beft 
materialsi and well calculated to preferve the life of fo royal a 
t ; perfon ; 

/ ' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 55 ] ■ 

** arrows able to perform, againft mulkctcers j^nd har- 
" quebufleers, that are in a manner dijarmed\ whole 
" weapons of fire in the field do rather terrify and 
'^ make afraid younglings and novices of war, with 
^ fmoke and noife, than, with any often killing, hurt- 
•* in§, or wounding them with bullets: whereof not 
•* only old foldiers, but horfes akb that are a little ufed 
" to their fire, cracks and fmoke, are not any thing 
** amazed, nor afraid. But three or four voUies of 
** arrows, lighting amongft any number of mufketeers 
" or harquebufleers (how old and brave foldiers foever 
^\ they be) will fo amaze and terrify them, that they 
" Ihall fail to charge their pieces, to put touch powder 
'5 into their pans and their matches into their ferpcn- 
" tines (55). Befides, that they will either wouric^^ 



perfon ; probably it was fimilar to that worn by his father, on 
receiving the honor of knighthood, which (favs Lord Lyttelton) 
** was an incomparable habergeon, compofed of douhle plates or 
" fcollops of fteel^ which no ^rrow or lance could penetrate." Fol, a, 
f» 157. We are told, that the panoply worn by Eari Douglas at 
the battle of Homildon, was of remarkable temper. Piuierton's 
Htft, of Scotland. Speed fays, that not only his armour, but that 
trf his men at amis had been three years in making, yet he adds, 
** the EngKfh arrows rent it; with /////? adot^^^ and Douglas him* 
felf received ^\^ wounds. Annals^ p. 328. Sir John Smith 
obferves, that metal targets were made of two tempers, the foft 
to refift mufket ihot, and the hard to refift the lance, and tempered 
heads of arro^vs, Anfwer to Mr, Barwick^ MSS. And Lord Lyttelton 
(fpeaking of the armour of the twelfth century) adds *' we find, 
** that the artnour of the knights in thofe days, was not always 
'* proof againft arrows from Welch or Englifh bows" Fol, a, 
" p, 160. As to the efFe6t of arrows upon wood, Edward VI. informs 
08, that one day an hundred archers of his guard, fliot befor&him 
two arrows eadh at an inch board of feafoned timber ; and that fome 
of the arrows pierced quite through it, and others not only went 
quite through this board, but fixed in another board behind it ; the 
diftance is ^ot noticed. MSS. D/^iry of King Edward FL, Brit. 
Muf. (Bih, Cott. Nero, C, 10. P, ^^)po^ge 39. 

($0 Although Sir John Smith is fpeaking of the match lockj yet 
the obfervatiouis appUcjable to the frp-lock. 

, E 4 " kill 
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" kiU, or mifchief them, in fuch fort, as happy thofe, 
" that with three or four arrows in their bodies^ faces, 
<^ arms or legs, throwing down their harquebufles and' 
" muflcets, can efcape out of the terror and danger of 
" the vollies of arrows (56). For confirmation whereof, 
*' there be divers modern examples, with very hoaour- 
** able teftimony of fuch as are yet living ; very hon- 
** ourable, by birth and parentage, as alfo by titles 
«' of honor and ^yorthiqefsj of which that noble gentle- 
" "'man Ambrofe Earl of Warwick is one, that accorrl- 



(56) On this head, Clement Edmonds furnifties us with the fol-' 
lowing j^uft remarks. " The diforder or routing. of an enemy which, 
*' is caufed by the bowmen, cometh Sfrom the fearful fpe6tacle of a 
♦'drift of arrows; for a Ihpwer of arrows well delivered and well 
*' feconded, for a while, is fo ttnibU to the eye^ and fo dreadful in^ 
*^ fucc^fs ; that it is almoft impoflible to keep the enemy from 
•* routing. Of fuch bullets as do hit, the greater part do not 
" ftrike death, but are oftentimes carried until the Ikirraiflvbc 
« ended, before the party feels himfelf hurt. But a ileeve of 
** archers is available againft an enemy, as well in fuch arrows as^ 
** do not hit, as in fuch as do hit: for whereas the cloud of. 
** arrows is fubjeft to our fight, and every arrow is both fufpe6ted 
«' and able to bring death fitting on the head, an enemy ia 
** as much tiroubled at fuch arrows as come fair upon him and. 
*' do not hit, as thofe that do bit ; for no man is willing to expofe 
** his fle£h to an open and imminent danger, when it lieth-in his 
•* power to avoid it : and therefore whilft every man feeketh tq 
*' avoid hurt, they fall into fuch confufion, as befides the Idfs of 
<* particular njen, the enemy doth hardly efcape diforder, which ' 
'^ is the greateft difadvantage that can befal him 5 moreover^ 
•* the arrows having barbed heads, although they make but a 
•* light hurt, yet they are not eafily pulled out, which maketh 
♦* the fdldier^ not mind the fight, until they be delivered of them. 
••''And the horfe fo fling and chafe, that it is impoflible they 
*' fhould either keep their rank, or be otherwife managed for any 
" fervice." And he concludes by obferving, " that the ufe of 
*' the bow was too much negleded by the Englifh of his time, (he 
•* wrote about the clofe of the feventeenth century) confidering 
«« the honor they had achieved by it in former ages.*' Lib. 7. 
ch. 15. />. 137. Mr. Grofe writes to the fame purport; and adds, 
that archers can aA in the rear of a battalion of infantry, apd 
even of a fquadron of cavalry. Hifi, 0/ the Et^UJh Army, vol. i. 
p^ 148. note. ' ' 

*^ panied 
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*V panied t^a puke of Nprthun^berhnd ^ his . fechcr, 
y (then Earl of^ Warwick) a man of great valour and 
" lufficiency for the governing and conducing an, 
^* army: who, in the year I548,^^was fent by King 
"Edward VL as his iieyjtcD^p;:, general, with an 
*^ anuy of horfemen and footrnen,- to fupprefs the re- 
*' bellion of Ket, in Norfolk j jwho at thattin;^ lay cn^ 
" camped with a great power of notorious and hardy re* 
*' bels by the city of Norwich, upon a high hill called 
" Mount Surrey. To the whict\.city,.the duke with his^ 
" army being conrie, he with gre^t order did encamp and 
" lodge himfelf and his army on the other fide of the 
" city and river* An^ the next day he entered the tpwa 
* Viand brought four and twenty iield pieces, to the 
" chief charge whereof he appointed colonel Courpenick 
" an Jlman zndid. great foldier, with his fegiment of 
^y.AlmanSy which was twelve hundred, the moft di 
" them brave (hot, and all old foldicrs r with divers 
" Englifh bands and valiant captains of pur own' 
'* nation, for the guard of the fame: but ^fw? they 
" could thorou^ly entrench themfelvcs, thofe furious 
" rebels, (contrary to all expeftation,) defcended down 
" their hill with fuch fury of (hot of ^^rr^zc^j", (being all 
" bowmen, fwprds and bills,) that they gave fiich a? 
" terror and fear to our people, both ftrangers and 
" Englifh, as they were fain to run away, witl^. the 
" lofs of ordnance, and (laughter of a great fort of 
" foldiers: and before the Duke could make ..head 
" againft them, they had r^overed eighteen field- 
" pieces ; and carried tbem up to their hill, even with 
" very force of men. And within two or tl^ree days 
*^ after, thofe gallants did not let to abide the battle 
" againft the Duke and his whole army, in the plain 
" field; where the battle was fo manfully fought on 
^^ both fides, that it couW be hardly judged (by the 

« beft 
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•' beft foidiers that were there,) which fWe was likely to 
^ prevail : * but in thfe end, (God giving the viftory,^ it 

* was fecn by that battle, that arrows were a tnoft nwle 
•• weapoh. And whereas the Duke, who at his jRrff 
^ afltnnbling arid forming his army, changed' many ' 
•* archers into harquebufleers (becaufe he had no 
•* dpiniSn of the long-bow) he, after the viftory and 
•* fupprefSon of the rebels, upon the experience that 

* Ke in thofe actions had of the danger and terror of 

* attems (hisf own hbrfe being wounded under him at 

* tlftt^ battle with three or four arrows, whereof he 
^ died) did both then, and many times after, openly 

* prbteft his error before Count Malatefta Baglion, (an 
^ ancient and noble foldier, ItaUan^') and other great 
*' captains -Italians and Alriians ; faying, that from that 
^ time forward, he would hold the bow to be the only 
^ weapon of the world \ and fo did all the notable cap- 
^ i:ahisi' both Englilh and ftrangers, affirm the fame. 
** 'And this I haVe fct down almoft verbatim y from the 
*^ report of the aforefaid Ambrofe .Earl of Warwick, 
^ who was prcfent at that aftion, and had his horle 
•• wounded under him with two or three arrows (57). 

^ In the fame year of the reign of King Edward VI. 

^ irtd the fame fummer, Sir John Ruffel, Kt. (Lord 

/• privy feal, that was after Earl of Bedford,) being 

^* fcnt by the King as his lieutenant general, with a 

*• great power both of horfemen and footmen, agarnfl; 

* t!^ rebcjs of the weft parts j accompanied with Lord 
^ GreyofWikon, Sir William Herbert (after Earl of 



(<;) Speakifig of this a^lion, Sir John Hay ward obferves, 
** that the rebels firft put forth their archers, then their horfe- 
•* men, then a tnmultuous multitude without judgment or direc- 
•* tion : and that the Italians were well ordered and difciplined.? 
UftofK.Ed.Fl.p.t'i. 

** Pembroke, 
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^' Pcaj^okc, the Lord of Hunfdba (that now fe,)witlif 
** many othcrfe, both Knights and Efquircj of great 
** worihip» and conting* to certain ikirmiflios and <tn- 
*^ counters with the rebels : the archcus of the rebel^j 
** did fo behave thcnftfclves with their vollies'of arrows^ 
<* iagainft divers old -bands, harquebtrflecrs, Italiansi 
** and Spaniards ; that they drove them frooi all their 
*f ftrcngths, as from banks, ditches,, hedges, and othei* 
" advantages of ground, to the great mifchief of many 
*^ of thofe ftrangers. And of tbefe. great cffedk of 
" archers againft harquebuffeers, I have heard th^ 
^ Lord Cbaitiberlain afbrefaid (who was ^there an eye 
'* witnefs) very notably rep<>rt. Befides that, many 
^ years pad, I iiavie heard Captain Spinok, 'dn Italian, 
" (who wa5 a very brave foldier, and wounded with 
'^ arrows in thofe fervkes and anions,) giVe fingiilar 
'^ conimendation of the archery of England. 

** To the like effeft and Angular commendation of 
" archers, '.I have alfo beard the aforefaid Earl of 
" Warwick divers times further, report, that in thd 
** year 1562, being at Newhaven in Normandy; the 
" noublc and great Chaffillon, admiral of France, being 
'* at the fiege of Caen, fent to the earl for fuccour of 
'*' fome EngUfli bands i which he defired might be 
" vnoMy archersl But the earl having none with him, 
** fent fix hundred brave harquebufleers with fome armed 
*^ nieri dfo, which he very thankfully received: but 
** therewithal! fignified unto the earl, that he had rariier 
'f bavi had /tw hundred archers j and that he would have 
*1 performed greater fervice with that fmall nurtj^er of 
" bowsy than with all thofe brave harquebufleers. 

" And (hortly after, the notable colonel Alman, 

^* the Reingrave, who had ferved many years irt 

** France, accompanied with many other brave captains, 

boA French' and 'Almans, with a great power both 

" of 
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<* of hcwfemen kttd footmcai; fcoming dc^fc and en- 
" camping not far from Ncwhaven: there happened 
" a. great ikirmifli between^ oertaiil Englifli bands of 
** Newhaven, .and the French and Alman companies, 
** which continued very hot, with many vollies, of 
** harquebufs (hot, and new .fupplics on every fide. 
^*^ ^ut at Ici^th, the French and Almans, exceeding the 
** Englifli far in multitude, forced them^to retire with. 
•* diforder, even to the gates of Newhavcn. During 
** which aftion, it happened, that /d^^r-^tz^ tall archers 
^ (Hampfbire men) ^id at that time land in the Haven ; 
*^ wbo>. taking their bows and fhea(s of arrows with 
^* their other furniture, did prefehtly march without any 
** tarryance through the town into the fidd, where the 
*' Ikirmifli was; upon whole coming,^ the Englifli 
*' bands (that a little before were forced % the often 
" charges and great multitude of the fliot of their 
** enemies, to retire even to the very town ditches 
•* ^d gates); taking courage afrefli,. they and the 
^* bowmen entered again into flcirmifli with the Almans 
^* and French; where thcfour-fcore ^chers did behave 
" themfelvesrfo notably againtt the enemies, with their 
*Vvollies of arrows; that with the brave and valiant' 
^^ charges which they and the refl: of the Englifli 
" bands gave upon their enemies, (but chiefly with 
** the excellence of the a^ckers) th^ forced them not 
** only to retire, but to turn their backs ; in fuch fort, 
** as putting a great number to the fword, they became 
^* matters of the field. Upon which notable eflfedt of 
*^ thofe lew archers, as alfq upon divers others> that the 
" P.eingtave had before time feen in ferving againft the 
" Englifli, he fliordy after, upon the return of a meflfage, 
*^ fent by the Earl of Warwick (Sir Edward Horfey 
" being the meflenger), did mofl: highly commend 
" the notable cffcds, that he long before, in divers fer* 

" vices, 
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^ vices, had fecn performed by Englifti archers y both 
** againft horfc and foot: and faid ayfo,: that long 
" before that time, he knew by experience, that great 
** numbers of Englifh archers were able to perform ver) 
** great matters in the field ; but that fo fmall a number 
** of bowmen, as were, in that laft great conflift, (hould 
*' be able, with their arrows, to do fo great mifchief 
" againft his old bands of Almans, French and Gaf- 
*' coignes, he would not have believed, if he himfelf had 
" not feen it. And therefore did with great reafon and 
*^ experience : proteft and acknowledge, the long bows 
'*- of England, to be the moft excellent weapons for 
** the field, that were ufed by any nation in Chriften- 
/' dom; and faid, that the Queen pf England had 
*' great caufe fo to efteem and account of them. And 
** to this efFe6V, I have divers times heard the Earl of 
^\ Warwick hialelf very notably report." 

Sir John Smith then refers to Sir James Croft, (who 
he obfcrves, had feryed under fcvcral of our kings aiid 
commanders in many great military ftations), and who 
reports fimilar efFefts of the Englifli archers. He calls 
to mind, the known effefts of the Gothian, Parthian, 
Arabian, Turkifli and Tartarian bows; which people he 
obfcrvcs had more archers than other troops in their 
armies i that the Goths, Vandals, and^ Alans con- 
quered more with the efieft of their bows, than of any 
other weapons (58): and that fome nations, (as. the 
Perfians, Parthians, Medes, and Turks) did even in 
his time,^ prefer the bow to fire-arms. *' And it is 
" evident (fays he) by hiftories which have mentioned 



(tfi) Pliny fays, ** fi quis iEthiopas, jEgyptum, Arabas, Indos, 
** Scytbas, Badros, Sarmatarum tot gentes & orientis, omniaque 
** Parthorum regna diligentius computet, acqua fere pars hominum 

in toto oiundo calamis fuperata degit." Flirt. Jib. 16. c. 36. 

^* bow?. 
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•^ b6ws, and by fuch as have traviellcd into many 
** parts lof Europe; Africa, or Afia: that our Englifli 
•* bows^ arrows, and archers, do exceed and excd all 
** other bows, ufcd by all foreign nations ; not only in 
*' fubftancc and ftrength, but alfo in the length and fite 
" of the arrows "(5 9)» However he concludes his dif- 
courfe,. by exprefEng the little hope he had of convincing 
men, who were fo fclf-willed, that they would give no 
Credit to bijloryj experience^ or example^^ 



f 59) Whafev'er may be the fupenor fkill of Englifh bowmen, 
tod tbe fupcrior efFc6t of their bows'; yet Sir John Smith is not 
quite cOrred, in reporting, that the Epgliih arrow was Uiiger than 
that in ufe among other nations. Many tribes in Alia, Africa, and 
America, ufe wooden bows and arrows, as long and fomctimes 
Imtger^ than EngUih bows aod arrows. Afcham notices (among 
others) ^e bows of the Ethiopians^ the length of which were four 
cubits : and the arrows of the Indians, which were from a yard 
to a yard and a half in length. Toxopk. The arrows ufed at this day, 
with jthe Tartar horn bows, are probably, what Afcham alludes to, 
which are about that Jeiigtb. Alexander the Great, was wounded 
(in a battle with the Oxydractie) with an arrow, three ftet long, RoRin^ 
ikA. Vi. p- 37^. See alfo Jlfg/^%, ^. 67. At to the cprnparative 
eiFe6ts of the Englifh and other bows ; Patrkivis fays, *' the won- 
^* ders done bjr the farthian'bows, are not to be compared to the' 
*' Enghjb bows for .Jirenph 'or fiooting.** ParaU Mtlit. 
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CHAPTER m. 



SECTION I. 



Authorities in fupport of Sir John Smith's Ohfiroa- 
tions — Dipifc of the Bow, as a Weapon of JVar, in 
England. . . ' 

IN the fame year in whicB Sir John Smithes difcourfe 
upon weapons was made public, appeared a 
Ihorttrad, written by Sir Robert Williams; which Mr. ^ 
Barwick obferves, was to the fame purpofe ; only, tHat 
the latter writer gives fuperiority to the bow over aU ' 
fire-arms, with the exception o( xht mujket. Sir John 
Smith is fupported in his opinion, (upon the want <^ 
policy of the Englifli, in relinquiftiing the ufe of the 
long-bow,) by Afcham, Sir John Hay ward, Patritius 
(who although he gives fire-arms the firft place, by no 
mean? affents to the dijuje of the bow,) Clement Ed- 
monds, and other writers. But as Sir John Smith 
had predided, the advocates for the muiket at length 
prevailed; and we find, that notwithftanding this his 
able attempt to fupport the charaiSter, and continue the 
ufe of that nohle weapon^ as he aptly terms the bow; 
(with which^ the Englifli had as the preamble to the 
fiatute of the 33 H. 8. c: 9. exprefles, ** not only de^ 
" fended^ this realmy and thefubjeSls theresfy againji th 
*^ cruel malice and danger of their outward enemes iu 

** fim^ 
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\ *^ time heretofore pajl ; hut alfo with Uttle numher and 
•* puijfance in regard bad done many notable a5is and dif- 
•* comfitures of war^ againfi the infidels^ and other ; and 
*' furthermore fubdued and reduced divers ^ and matr^ re- 
^ gions and countries to their due obedience ; to the great 
^^ honor y famcy and furety of this realm andfubjelfs^ and 
^" to the terrible dread and fear of all ftrange nations ^ 
** any thing to attempt or do to the hurt or damage of 
*« them or any of them:'') Archery, (which the fia- 
tutes o( the 13 Eliz. c. 14. declares, " not only hath 
" ever b^en, but alfo is God's fpecial gift to the Englifb 
" nation^ a Jingular defence of this realm^ and an occa- 
«' fion of m^ny noble viSories)^'' yielded to the-opinion 
of the times, and at length the long bow ceafed to be 
employed in this nation, as a weapon .of war." (60) 

SECTION 



(60) Mr. Mofeley has obferved ; " that the battle of Agin- 
•' court, (which happened 141 5, under Henry V.) is the /a/? /ot- 
^^' portant a^ion^ in which archery is much I'poken of; and that, 
** although the ufe of it was continued through feveral fucceed- 
•* ing reigns; yet it at length, feemed to have been cultivated more 
** as an amufement^ than for real military fervice (p. 228)." But 
•on this hea49 Mr. Mofeley is, molt unqueftionably, incorrect : 
for we find the Englifh long-bow to have been, not only the 
chief weapon of conqueft; and a caufe of the great flaughter, 
during the civil wars between the Houfes of York and Lan- 
caftter, (particularly at the bloody battle of Towton) : but that 
in the reigns of Henry VI. Henry VII. Henry VIU. and Edward 
VI. it continued to fupport its military charader, and invincible 
careerof glory, with undiminifhed effe6t: as the memorable battles 
of Floddon and Pinkey, (the latter is particularly noticed by Sir 
John' Hay ward (poft fee, 2.) and the campaigns in France 
and Flanders, during thofe reigns, will teftify. In the reigns of 
Edward VI. and Elizabeth, we ^nd its value in military fervice, 
highly fpoken of by foreigners of high rank and great military 
(kill, who had witneiTed it's powerful ettbas. (Sir John Smith's Dif^ 
ewrfe on ^eaponsy ante, ch. ii. fee. 3). In a letter from Queen 
.Elizabeth, to the Sheriffs of Lancashire, is an order to levy meti 
for the Iriih fervice ; and the proportion of bows to calivers, is 
one half.' And it appears (by Queen Elizabeth's, annual ex pence, 
civil and military, anno 1578), that ^/y bowmen were on board 

' each 
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SECTION II* 

Comparijhn between the Bow andimpraced Fire-arms — 
, Former Difadvantage of the Bow — Advantage df 
the Bullet aver the Arrow — Peculiar Advantage of 
the latter — Quejiion, whether the Mujket or the 
Bow can difcharge the fajiejiy cofijideredr'^eneral 
Ohfervations. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the very powcrflil ar- 
guments made ufe of by Sir John Smith, for tbe 
. continuance of military archery, and to prove the fu* 
perior efFed: of the bow in war, over all other weapons : 
wc cannot but fuppofe, that had he lived in thefe 
times, and been a witnefs to the degree of perfeftioij 



each of the firll rate men of war, and that thejnferior rates alfo 
had a due proportion of archers. ( Peck's Defidcrata Curiofa^ vol. u 
lib. 2. p. 72). And Sir John Smith informs us, that a confidera- 
ble part of the army drawn out at Tilbury (tp oppofe the Spaniih 
invation, anno 15889) con(ifted of bows. Difcourjh on Weapons. 
Pere Daniel fays, arrows were {hot by the Englim, at the fiege 
of the Ille of Rhe in 1627. 1° 1643, the Earl of EiTex iffued a 
precept, •' for ftirring up well affe^ed people by benevolence, 
" to\^ards raifmg a company of archers, for the fervice of the 
" king (Charles I.) and the parliament" And in a Pamphlet, 
(noticed by Mr. Grofe) printed anno 1664, giving an account of 
the fuccefs of the Marquis of Montrofe againfl the Scotch ; hoW'* 
men are repeatedly mentioned : which is tjie lateft period to which 
any account of Englifh military archery can be traced. Grofe on 
ancient Jlrmour and Weapons, Mofeley^ p. 231. For an account 
of the commiflions iflued for the revival of the ufe of the long 
bow;yftf Stow* s Survey of London, vol. ii. b. 5. ch; 13. Mofeky and 
Hargroie, 

F to. 
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to .which fire-arms (6 1 ) have been brought; and the 
cafe and celerity with which they are now ufed ; he 
would have entertained a much higher opinion of their 
efFefts, and valued them accordingly (62), Il>is true, 
that very little execution (conoparatively fpeaking) is 
performed even by the moft improved fire-locks, owing 
(as Sir John Smith juftly obferves) to the difficulty of 
taking a fore fight, . the celerity ufed in loading and 
firing in aftion, and other circumftances. And it muft 
be remembered that the bow had, in former times, to 
contend with fire-arms, which, though flower in their 
difcharges, were /urer in their aim ; being cpnfiderably 
heavier than thofe now ufed, and having the great ad- 
vantage of a reft, to correft the vacillation of the 
arm {63). On the other hand, the bow is fiifcgeft to 
feyeraL inconveniences, not altogether fo referrible to 
fire arms. It is .liable to be completely difabled by the 
ftroke of a bullet; being, elevated for diftant fliots 
much above the head of the archer ; and his a'im. is 
impeded and rendered fomewhat uncertain, by the 



(61) Mention of cannon and other great guns, has feeen omitted 
, ih this treatife ; which offers a coraparifon between bows and 
JynaU arms only. The fuperior and decided eflFe^ of ordnance (par- 
ticularly of late years), wherje it can be brought into a6tion with 
efFeft, needs no comment. 

(62) Sir John Smith (to prevent his opinion of fire-arms be?ng 
mifeonftrued) candidly obferves, ** that every weapon has its due 
** time and place, and that firearms, although a mofl u/e/ul wea- 
" pon, are yet often found out of their place^ and confequently then 
"^ of no value." Anfioerto Mr. Barwick, Harl MSS, * 

(63) The author of tbefe Trads finds his fuggellion upon this 
point, confirmed by authority. Thc^ author of the Introdudion to a 
flan of Difciplinef(tr the Norfolk Militia; (fpeaking of the match-lock)^ 
obferves, '* However, moft writers allow, and fome old officers 
** that we have known, who rcraerabered match-lock$ being flill 
** in ufe, have confirmed it : that they were very fure^ and lefs 
«' apt to mifsfire than the fire-lock ;*' but adds, that he thinks the 
fatter fcarcely credible, as the old locks were not fo well made as 
they are now. P. 7. note 3. , 

dazzfing 
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dazzling light of the fun when in his front (64) : while 
the mufketeer (from the horizontal line of his' level) 
avoids this latter inconvenience. Befides, the bullet has 
the decided advantage of the arrow, in three very im- 
portant particulars) namely, velocity^ forces and points 
blank range. By means of the firft, it reaches its ob- 
. jeft (fuppofing it to be diftant one hundred yards) in 
lefs than the fourth part of a fecond of t^me, while an 
arrow (from one of the ftrongeft bows) does not move 
that fpace in lefs than three feconds. As to force, the 
arrow beyond two hundred and fifty or two hundred 
and eighty yards at the furtheft, does not poffefs a force 
equal to what a bullet retains at that diftance. But the 
chief advantage of the mufket lies in ihe extent of its 
pint'blank range, which is calculated to be about one 
hundred and twenty yards i whereas the ftrongeft bow 
cannot command a point-blank range much exceeding 
fifty yards : confequently, the latter muft (beyond that 
diftance) depend for its efitdt, upon the flcill and judg- 
ment of the archer; and it is well known by experience, 
that in fliooting at objefts, diftant about one hundred 
and eighty or two hundred yards and upwards, the eye 
is frequently deceived; and that, not only mifts, but 
the lofs of the fun in the evening, and indeed the ab- 
fence of it (by the intervention of a pafljng cloud at 
noon day), will caufe, this deception in a degree; fb 
that the arfow ftiall often either exceed, or (which moft 
frequently happens under fuch circumftances), fall (hort 



(64) rphe archers in all encounters avoided, as much ds pofliblet 
fighting with the fun in their faces. See the engagement before 
Sluys. Frotffart*s Chron. vol. i. c. 50. Battle of Crefly. « /^r^/^r/V 
€hron. vol. i. cc. 128, &c. HolUnJkeifs Chron. 1587, vol. ii. p. 358. 
Barnes's Hiji. Edward ///. p. 1 82 . 

^ F ^ ^^ 
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of its deftination (65). Again, the arrow poffefles an 
advantage, (which the bullet can fcarcely, if ev^r be 
made to command in any efficient degree, in the. line 
of its flight) ; ranging with confiderable certainty, in a 
curve, from an almoft perpendicular to nearly an hori- , 
zontal elevation ; and taking eflfeft, as Sir John Smith 
obferves,. " from the top of a mzn*s^ head^ even to the 
*^ nailing of bis /?<?/;" and from the firft to the laft 
rank in the army 5 while the bullet, once paffing over 
its objeft, lofes itfelf in an ufelefs flight. However, 
the difficulty of hitting the mark with an arrow at a 
great diftance, is much leflcned in war, by the object 
to be ftruck, confiding of feveral extenfive columns or 
lines of men; and it appears by recorded fafts, that 
oup ancient SLVchcrs very feldom miflfed fuch marks: fo 
much is all manual art, (and particularly the art of 
archery), under the influence of early habit and fre- 
quent pradice* Befides, as Mr. Mafon has juftly ob- 
^ ferved, the archer has the advantage of the mulketcer, 
in being able to notice the /light and fall of his arrow, 
and confequently to amend his difcfiarge. . 

Whether it is poffiblc for a mulketeer, of this day. 



(65) A remarkable indahce, in which a true knowledge of dif- 
tance became important, occurred at the great battle of Towton, 
between the Yorkifts and LancaHrians, in the Reign of Edward'IV. 
At the time the battle began, a thick fnow fell, and was driven 
by a brilk wind full in the faces of the Lanca(lrians> who were 
thereby prevented from obfcrving the exad diflance of the^ 
enemy. The Lord Fauconberg, an old and experienced officer, 
made an admirable ufe of this accident ; he ordered his men to 
advance as near as they conveniently could, to difcharge a flight 
of arrows, and then retire with all fpeed out the reach of thofe 
of the enemy. This ftratagem had a wonderful effed ; for the 
Lancailrians feeling the arrows, and thinking their enemies were 
not many yards diftant, emptied their quivers with unavailing dif- 
obarges.' S/>eeJ. Hijioty of Great Britain. . " 

to 
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to (hoot fajier (66) than an archer, will fcarccly be 
contended. Certainly the mufketeer, in attempting 
this c;mulation, would heat and foul his piece in fuch 
a manner, as to leflcn its effed very confiderably: and 
the hurry of fuch innpetuous difcharges, would not 
only diftraft his aim, and conlequently caufe great de- 
viation in his (hot, but alfo would foon difable him with 
fatigue. When charged with the bayonet, the mufke- , 
teer would, perhaps, have fome advantage over the 
bown^an, by being able to retain his (hot the longeft ; 
as the latter would be under the nece(Ety of relinquifh- 
ing his bow, time enough for him to take up his pike; 
unlcfs he could retire through the rank behind him: 
but the near approach of the enemy might, probablyi 
render this manoeuvre imprafticable, >yithout cau(ing a 
fatal confufion in the other Tanks. Againft the hotfe, 
the bow, with the a(riftance of the pike, fecms capable of 
being ufed with the greateft effed, as Mr. Mafon'has 
evidently pointed out. Yet, when afting againft the 
foot, fo long as the archers could maintain their ground, 
and give their difcharges with firmnefs ; it is difficult 
to conceive, how the beft difciplined troops (within the 
reach of their voUies of arrows) could load th^ir fire 
arms, during aa ince(rant ftorm of arrows, a(railing 
every parti and falling with fuch force, as even to beat 
their weapons out of their hands ; which was the cafe 



. {66) An archer of this day has been known to flioot twelve 
arrows, at forty-fix yards diftance, into the circunoference oftwofeeiy 
within the fpace of one minute. An expert muiketeer, cann6t (we 
may prefume) difcharge above half as many bullets in that time, 
at the fame diftance^ with any certainty ofeffeB. The beft Pruflian 
muiketeers (whofe pieces prime themfelves) are faid to difcharge 
fix ^bullets in a minute ; but fuch rapidity of difcharge is too fa- 
tiguing to be continued. So fimple is the exercife of the boiv, 
that in the difcharge of the arrow, only two diftin6t movements are 
neceifary r viz. iH, the drawing the arrow from the belt and plat ing 
it ia the firing, ad, the drawing the bow, and loofing the ar.o-v. 
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at the battle of Homildon (in the reign of Henry' IV. 
and called by fonme Hallidown) where Speed tells usi. 
*^ the Lord Percy's archers making a retreat, did 
** withall deliver their deadly arrows (Jam vividi^ tam 
** ammose, tam graviter, faith our monk) fo lively, {o 
*' courageoufly, fo grievouflyj \h2Xi\\ty ranthrcugbibe 
** men at arms^ bor ed the helmet Sy pierced their very Jwordfy 
*^ beat their lances to the earthy and eafily fhot thofe 
<* who were more (lightly armed through and through/' 
Similar effefts of Englifti archery were noticed at the 
battle between the Englifti and Scotch, on the lianks 
of the Elke, near Muffelburgh (called the battle of 
Pinkey), in the year 1547, when, fays Sir John Hay- 
ward, ** the Englifh archers fent fgch fhowers of fhot 
** over the Hackbutter's heads, that many bodies 
"of their enemies, being but half armed, were beaten 
•* down and buried therewith." Life and reign of King 
Edward VL p. 22* And it muft be obferved^^ that 
the archers would poflefs the advantage of being clear 
of the noife and fmoke, with which their adverfaries 
would be affailed, and which in fome degree contri- 
bute to render the execution of mufketry fo uncertain, 
and confequently, would be at liberty to make rapid 
movements, and to give their* difcharges with greater 
regularity, certainty^ and efFed (67). 



(67) It has been already obferved, that the polnt-llani range of 
a mulket {hot is about 120 yards;, but that in aSiion it cannot be 
much depended upon beyond one hundred. Beyond 80 toifes, or 160 
yards, t|ie fire of a line of infantry cznfeldom have efie^. {GuiSert. 
vol. i. p. 157). See Injiru^ions for the Drilt^ (as ordered for kit 
'MajeftyU Forces^) by John RvJJell^ Brevet Captain^ and Paymajter^ and 
late Adjutant in me Weji London Mditia^ ad edit. 1 799. And wc 
havefeen by calculation (grounded upon fads) what is the prefent 

feneral execution of muflcetry,. in pretty clofe anions. {^Anie^ note 46), 
t muft be admitted, that at 100 yards diftance, the Hicaf or ^imf 
arrow, cail from a w^r-bow, would firike its objed with a force 
liearly, if not quite, equal to that of a mufket ball ; and that its 
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ilrong fteel-poluted head would, in fome rerpefts; give it the ad- 
vantage of the l6aden bullet. Experiments have been lately made, 
to afcertain the claim for f^/tf/»/y of fhot,* between the mu&et and 
the bow. In order to accomplifh this defign, one of the beft mufket^ 
was procured, and loaded with the gr«at^ft nicety ; the powder 
ufed was of the very beft quality, and the quantity was previoully 
weighed, and proportioned with the utmoft exa^tnefs, to the 
weight of the ball, which was confined with muflin or fine rkg^ 
inftead of paper: and in ^ort, every precaution was taken to afford 
the muiket its true and full effed. The vidory was to be decide^ 
in twenty one fhots, at a target diftant loo yards : and the refult 
of the trial was, that the mufket put eleven and the bow fifteen 
(out of twenty one) (hots into the target. The experiment was 
repeated once or twice, but the bow continued the fuccefsful 
weapon. However, this trial could not ihew the advantage of 
the boko over tjie muflcet, in its fulleft point of view ; for h^d ati 
army been Ihot a^, indead of a target, every arrow which went 
wide of, or over the mark, would have taken place; while the 
bullet, having pafled over the heads of the firft rank, wpuld probably 
pafs over the heads of the other ranks. A gain ft ati enemy prote6tcd 
by a hill, wall, or other defence in front (above the height of g 
man); whilft the muiket is ufelefs, the bow can a^ with confide- 
rable efFe6t. It may be found very ferviceable in difcharging 
arrows loaded with fire, againft combuftible matters. Bee M(^eley, 
p. 175 to 182. Mr. Mofeley quotes from Voltaire's Hiftory of 
Charles XII. King of Sweden, an account of the braye ftand 
which Charles (with a few attendants in a ft one-built houfe) 
made againft the whole Turkilh and Tartar army ; and which 
the former would have repulfed, had not the Tu^^ks fliot arrows 
loaded with iire ihto the roof, windows, and doors of that 
fortrefs. Fire arrows were formerly ufed by the Englifti. UU, 
In the Britifti Mufeum Library, (77/. Milit. Trat^s) is a pamphlet, 
(printed in the year 1628, and entitled, " j4 new Invention of 
.Jkooting Fire-Jkafts in Long BowsY* wherein the author not only 
fets forth the ufe, but alfo gives particular dircdions for the con- 
ftru6kion of fire-arrows. *' Their chief fervice (he obferves) 
" is in molefting and putting in hazard the cannoniers ; firing 
" the enemies tents ; making a blaze for the mufketeers to fire ; 
" keeping workmen by night Jn awe ; facilitating attempts by 
•*. night; dazzling the eye of the enemy, and expofing him ; and 
'* firing the fails of ihips : moft of which fervices may be per- 
" formed from behind a breaft of defence, (this indeed,- is an ad- 
** vantage appertaining to archery in general); and in routing the 
" horfe.*' The efted of a barbed, arrow.-head charged with fire^ 
and adhering to horfe or man, may be eafily conceived. 
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SECTION III. 



Obfer^ations on thepoJibiUty of incredjing the Pmvers 
and EfeQs of the Bow — Caufes of the Improve- 
merits in Fire-arms— Value and Importance of 
lately imported Boxv-woods— Improvement in the 
CoTiftruQion of the Bow. 

HAVING thus ftated impartially, the claim for 
pre-eminence in military fervice, between the bow 
and fire-arms ; the advocate for the latter cannot deny 
mc the indulgence of making this^ laft remark on the 
part of the bowj nan^ely, that had the praftice of 
ngilitary archery continued, it would have attracted the; 
attention of the philofophers, and the mechanics of 
the times, [to the prefent day: and that the realm' 
(which fo nfbch depended upon the efFeft of archery) 
would have held out great encouragement to men of 
genius, to ej^ert their abilities in improving the bow 
and arrow; and, no doubt, fuch attention and encou- 
ragement would have led to the difcovery of greater 
powers and efFefts, than that weapon has hitherto 
difplayed j or at leaft, , would have greatly improved 
thofe which we acknowledge it to poflefs* Kor we 
are fenfibk of the rapid progrefs of all arts and 
fciences, and of the wonderful perfeftion to which they 
have been carried in the courfe of the two laft cen- 
turies ; by means of the advancement of letters, and 
the inveftigations and experiments of philofophers and 
hien of genius in all countries j and of that liberal com- 
munication of ufcful difcovcrics and inventions, which 

has 
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has long charafterifed Europe. To "thefe catifes, (as well 
as to the rewards fccured by the laws of this country to 
ingenuity) fire-arms owe their prefent powers. And 
although the bow and arrow have during all that im- 
portant period, lain by unnoticed; yet have they 
(however accidentally) profited by the knowledge and 
implements of modern mechanics; who conftrudt 
them with greater nicety, than what our anceftors were 
ufed to do. The revival of archery has introdwced to 
the attention of the bow-maker, feveral forts of foreign 
wood, (but lately imported, into this country), which 
upon trial, have been found to make bows that rivals 
and infome particulars even excel, thofe of the long famed 
yew\ And the arrovo woo4s now in ufe, are deemed 
far fuperior to what were employed In archery in former 
times. ^ But the new method of conftrufting the bow 
with a backy which (as it not only renders it on fomc 
accounts, more^ acceptable as an inftrument of amufe- 
ment; butalfo increafes its powers, by giving addi- 
tional velocity to the arrow) may be found very ufeful 
in its military purpofe, was not praftifed till fome time 
after archery had quitted the field.(68) 



(68) Admitting the great powers of the bow, and its value as 
a weapon of war, even at this day ; yet it muft be confciled to 
be a racft fanguinary one. A gun-iliot wt)und in a part not vital 
(even if the ball cannot be extraded), leldom proves fatal: the 
wound, after a time, clofing over the ball ; and but occafionally 
caufing a degree of uneafinefs, or pain. But a wound with a 
barbed arrow, not extra^ed, muft ever be attended with pain, and 
conliderable danger, Hiftorians frequently mention the torment 
endured by thofe, who have been wounded by arrows : and Sir 
John Smith has fufficiently proclaimed the terrors of the Engliih 
barb ; and noticed the inflammation and fatal effed:, occafioned 
by thcruft of the arrow-head. Touching, the galling of the 
enemy, (fays Clem. Edmonds), ** there cannot be a better dc« 
*^ fcription than that which , Plutarch (Plut, CraJJiis) makcth of 
♦* the overthrow of the Romans, by the Parthian arrows. The 
\* Roman foldiers h^nds (faith he) were nailed to their targets, 
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•* and their feet to the ground, or otherwi^fe were jfbre wounded, in 
•* their bodies, and died of a cruel lingering death, crying out for 
•* the ang^ifb and pain they felt ; and turning and tormenting 
*« themfeWes upon the ground, they break the arrows flicking i» 
*' them. Again, driving by force to pluck out the barbed heads, 
*' that had pierced far into their bodies through their veins and 
*« finews, they opened the wounds wideri and fo caft themfelves 
".away.". Lib. 7, ch. 15. The arrow has been, and if again 
ufed, may again become an inftrument of torture, at which huma- 
nity ihudders. An inftance, (pleading imperious neceflity indeed) 
occurred at the battle of Crefly, and is policed by Stow in his 
Annals: fpeaking of that battle he relates, **. that the Englifh 
•* Marlhals and the Earls of Warwick, Sali(bury, and Suffolk, 
" with their wearied battailes, joined the prince ; having firft 
•* fupplied tlie exhaufted quivers of their archers with arrows 
** drawn from the bodies of their dead and dying enemies P ^ P. 262, 
Barnes, p. 508. Such was the effe^ of arrows in war, that Sir 
John Smith tells us, " valleys rah with brooks of bhod^ caufed by 
*' the ftaughter of the Turkifti arrows,''^ Atfher to Mr. Barwick. 
Hari. MSS. And Mr. Gibbon fays, ** that the firft body of the 
** Cr^ifaders was overwhelmed by the Turkiih arrows; and a 
** pyramid of bones informed their coropjiaionB of the place of their 
** defeat.'* CL 58. 
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PART II. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OP ARCHERY, AS 
AN AMUSEMENT, IN ENGLAND; IN WHICH THE 
VALUfi OF IT AS AN EXERCISE, CAPABLE 
NOT ONLY OF AFFORDING 3IUCH PLEASURE 
AND SATISFACTION, BUT ALSO OF REStbRING 
HEALTH, AND ADDING VIGOUR TO THE NERVES, 
AND STRENGTH TO THE BODY, IS CONSIDERED, 
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CHAPTER I. 



SECTION I. 

Archery always an Amufement in England — till of 
latCy conjined chiefly to the North — Revival of 
Archery in the South — Caufe — Value of the Art as 
an Exercife — Authorities — Archery particularly 
recommended to young Perfons — Not denied to old 
Age — Effe6t of Archery in relieving the Mind. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the fate of military ar- 
chery, the bow long kept its poft in this kingdom, 
as an agreeable amufeoient, and a polite recreation of 
moch value. Yet, even as an amufement, (till within 
thefe laft few years) it has, for a century pad, been little 
known. The archers divifion of the Artillery Company 
in the fouthj and one or two focieties in Lancajhire 
and Chejhire, (counties once famed in hiftory for their 
powerful bowmen ( I ), and in which archery has never 



(i) ^^ ,LanioJkeerc idXrQ archerey Lelan/Ts Colle^an, 
^** Fr^oi LancviJhirp^ men famous for their bows." 

Drayt, Barons PFars^ b. i* f, 42. 
Speaking of Chejbirey Drayton fays. 

Who with (their bills and bows) may confidently boad 
Oar Leopards they fb long and bravely did advance. 
Above ihtfleur-de-lis^ even in the heart of France. ^ 

Drayt. Poly Olbion, Song 1 1^ 
been 
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been entirely difufed) ; and the royal company of archer f^ 
in, Scotland (2), have been for many years the fole, 
(and at times the very feeble) fupport of the art in Great 
Britain. ' Thus is it with the bow ; an inftrument, 
which from the earlieft period of time, has been, in 
alrrioft all parts of the earth, the all conquering wea- 
pon; an inftrument, by means of which the Norman 
conquered England ; and the Englifh not only fub- 
jeded and fecured Wales, Scotland, and Ireland j but 
^\A' left feveral times fuccefsfully invade France j once brought 
it to the brink of ruin ; once conquered it ; made one of its 
Monarchs prifoner^ and another tributary {Mc^onYi and 
with which, they performed fuch exploits wherever 
they went, as, proverbially, to become the beft allies, 
or the worft foes. So that, but for the amufement which 
the bow ftill affords to a few; archery (in this king- 
dom) would be for ever loft and forgotten. And when 
that fails, this weapon, which once every Engliflimari 
h^d at hand (3), will (if even a remnant of it is found) 
be deemed a curious relick, worthy the acceptance of 
an antiquarian. But fo miferable an exit to fo noble, 
and once famed a weapon, need not be dreaded, while 
it receives the fupport it has met with for the laft 
twenty years; interrupted in fome degree only, by a 
long and unprecedented war, and the continued threat 
of invafion, which have compelled all men to fly to 
the alrms of the day. 

The late revival of archery (which although it took 
place in tht fouth gave^new vigour to its fupporters in the 



(ft) See a full account of the Royal Company of Archers in Scotland, 
in Hargrwe^s Anecdot. p. 68, and Mofeley 228, and Appendix, p. 342. 

(3) B7 an ad of parliament paffed in the 33d year of the reign 
of Kingv Henry VIII. (c. 9.) and which was continued and 
enforced by the 13 Eli? (c. 14.) Every roan (except fpiritual per- 
fons and the judges) was obliged to ufe (hooting, and to have a * 
^ hv) and arrows ready continually in his houfe." 
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north of England ; and foon extended into every 
county, reconnmending as Sir William Wood in his 
Bowman* s Glory obferves ** at leajl it/elf as an exerctje^ 
** and though but in /port and triumph^* to every En- 
gliftiman) was owing to one of thofe accidents which, 
however trifling in themfelves or confined to an indi- 
vidual, have fometimes laid the foundation of much 
benefit to mankind. 

About the year 1776, Mr. Waring (who refided 
with Sir Alhton Lever, at Leicefter Houfe, and who 
may- juftly be ftiled the father of modern archery) 
having, by continual application to bufinefs, contracted 
an oppreflion upon his cheft, (arifing principally from 
fitting too clofely to his deflc, and preffing his breaft 
too much againft it, arid which the moft eminent of the 
faculty had in vain endeavoured to remove), refolved to 
try the «ffeft of the bow in affording himfelf relief. 
He accordingly made it a regular exercife, and in a 
ihort time derived great benefit from the ufe of it; 
and afcribes his cure, which was^ pcrfed, folely to the 
ufe of archery. Sir Afliton Lever, perceiving the good 
cfFefts, which fo engaging an aqnufement had upon 
the conftitution, followed Mr. WaringV example, arid 
took up the bow ; he was foon joined by feveral of 
his friends, who, in the year 1780, formed themfclv^ 
into a fociety, under the title, of ^oxophilites^ and met 
regularly at Leicefter Houfe, having butts ere6bed in 
the gardens belonging to it.- And this fociety was 
the parent ftock of the numerous focieties of Archers, 
known at this day j except thofe, which I have before 
noticed, as exilling prior to this late revival of ar- 
chery (4). 

On 

(4) For a lift and an account of thefe feveral focieties, fee 
M^eley^ p. 230. Har^rove^ p. 73, OUJieU, p. 73. "With fuch • 

liberality 
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On the fcore of health then we find, that archery 
holds out to us & ftrong inducement to value and ufe 
it as an cxercife. Its value indeed upon this account, 
docs not reft folely upon a fingle faft. Afcham, who 
was himfelf a valetudinarian,, and of weak body, (and 
therefore thought it neccflary to fpend many, hours in 
fuch exercifes, as might afford the beft relief and 
relaxation, after the fatigues of ftudy), has in fcveral 
pages of his treatife upon the art, recommended the 
praftice of it, as an innocent y faluiatyy ufeful^ and liberal 
diverfipn. In his own words, " It is an exercife mofte 
*' holfome, and alfo a paftime mofte honefte; wherein 
*^ laboure prepareth the bodie to hardnefle, and the 
•* mind to couragioufneffe (5), fufFering ncyther the 
** one to be made with tendernefle, nor yet the other 
*' to be hurte with ydlenefle,*' and, comparing it with 
other exercifes and amqfements, adds, " t|ierefore, to 
*' loke on all ^aftimes and exercifes holefome for the 
" bodye, pleafaunt for the minde; comlye for every 
*^ man to do j honefte for all other to loke on^ profit- 
" able to be fet by of every man j worthy to be rebuked 
" of no man; fitte for all ages, perfons, and places j 
!' onlye ftiootinge fhall appeare, wherein all thefe com- 
" modifies may be founde/* Bifliop Latimer (in a 
fermon preached before King Edward VI.) obferves, 
*' It is a goodlye arte, a holefome kynde of exercife, 
" and much commended in phifike," and quotes Mar* 

liberality of fen ti men t was the revival of archery embraced, that 
a mutual exchange of honorary freedoms foon took place between 
thefe focieties and the Toxophilites ; which confers upon the latter, 
the privilege of being received, as archers, in the different focieties 
in Great Britsrin. 
(5) ** For bows the flrength of brawny arms imply 

" Emblems of valor and of vidory. 

Dryd, Flower and the Leaf. 

Turn validis flexos incurvant viribus arcus 

Fro fc quifque virj. uEr.eiJ, Lik 5. /. coo. 

cilius 
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tiliiis Phifinus, Whc^ fays, " it wraftletH agaynfte itianyc 

" kyndcs of difeafes/* Latimefs Sermons. (Ser. 6* 

before King Edward VI.) And Wood, who doubdefs 

was a better archer than f6ety fpeaks to the fame efFcftl 

** It is an e^ercife (by proof) we fecj 

" Whofe pra6lice doth with nature beft^grcfe. 

*^ Obftrudiions of the liver it prevents, 

•* Stretching the nerves and arteries, gives extepts 

*' To the fpleen's oppilations, clears the breaft 

*' And fpungy lUngs; It i& a foe profeft 

*« Toall confumptions:" ' 

BowmatfsQiory, (^) 

To young perfons, Afcham ftrongly recommends 
the pra(lice of archery; not only as an happy and 
honorable fubftitute for many unworthy amufements 
and expenfive follies, (efpecially for that terrible pro^ 
penfity to gaming, which he ferioufly deprecates and 
laments, as the great bane of the age in which he lived) 
but alfo on account of the manlinefs of the diverfion, 
and of the (hare it may fairly claim in the prefervation 
of the health: for this exercifc evidently tends to fup- 
prefs eflfeminacy, to invigorate the nerves, and to 
increafe the ftrength of the body. With his fentiments 
upon this fubjed, thofe of a modern writer (Mr- 
Saltzmann) perfeftiy acc&rd. The latter, in confider- 
ing the gymnaftic exercifes proper for youth, fpeaks of* 
archery y as arj exercife, in terms of high commendation* 
(Gymnaji. Exercifes,) And Dr. Mulcafter (a cotem- 
porary of Afcham, and matter of Merchant Taylors, 
and, afterwards, of Saint Paul's fchool, who publilhed a 
treatife on the education of youth), fpeaking of fhoot- 



(6) Wood lived to prove (he truth of his remarks; he died at a 
tery advanced age. And his epitaph tells us, 
" Long did he live the honor- of the bow, 
** And his long life to that alone did owe." 

Bartington* 
\ G • ing 
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ing with the long-bow, obfervcs, <^ to fay enough of 
" this cxercife in few words, (which no words can 
" praife enough for the comnaodities which it bringeth 
" to the health of the body), it confiftcth of the befi 
" exercifes, and the beft effeSs of the beft exercifes/' 

Indeed, of fo much importance to youth was deemed 
the knowledge and exercife of archery,^ in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, even at the time when the long-bow, 
as a weapon of war, was falling, into negleftj that we 
find, by the orders, ftatutes^ and rules made in the 33d 
year of that reign, for the governnoent of Harrow 
School, (erefted ^nd endowed by patent Jn the I4tfi 
year of the fame reign) ; it was a condition, which 
every parent and other perfon, who fent a boy to the 
fchool, was obliged to obferve; " that hefbould allow 
** the child at all times, a bow, three (hafts, bow-ftrihgs 
*^ and a bracer, to exercife (hooting." See a dcfcrip- 
tion of Harrow in the Topograpber, for the year 1791, 
Vol. 4. In confequepce of this regulation, there has been 
obferved at the fchool, till of late years, an annual (hoot- 
ing with the Englifli long-bow, for a (ilver arrow. This 
regulation refpefting archery, prgbably, took place in 
compliance with the ftatute of the 13 Eliz, c. 14. which, 
after declaring archery to be " an wbvlefome exercife for 
^^ the health and flrength of men j^ direfts all the ftatutes 
for the fuppreflion of unlawful games and for the main- 
tenance of archery, to be put in execution: and confe- 
quently (among others) the 2Z H. 8* c. 9. which 
enafts, " that the fathers and governors of perfons 
** under age, fhall teach them /(hooting, and provide for 
*' them a bow and two fliafts." This manly exercife 
had a general continuance to the Reign of Charks I. 
for we find in many hofpitals founded in that reign, 
among the articles of benefaction recorded upon their 

. , _ walls. 
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wall^, this fiogular provifion^ ^\Arms fpr the 5^^,V 
which fignifies Btms and ^Arrows. (Gent. Mag. far 

1783, Voi.53-P-762-) ^ 

Nor is this excrcife (like moft others) the peculiar 
advantage and amufen^ent of early days; for Afcham 
juftl^ remarks, " that the labour which is in 
«* (bootingj of all other is beft j not only becaofe it 
" cncre^feth ftrengthe, and prefer veich healthc moftj 
" but becaufe it is not vehement, but moderate; notover^ 
" layinge afjye one parte with, wearinejfe^ hut Joftly^ exer^ 
'^^ ciftnge everye parte with equalneje^ as the arn^ and 
" breaftes with drawinge, the other partes with goinge ; 
" being not fo painful for the laboure, as pleafaunt for 
" th^ paftime, which exercife (by the judgement of 
" phyfitions) is mofte abwable." It may with truth 
be ftiled the friend of old- age. And we fee jold - 
archers continue the diverfion with fatisfadion to them'- 
felves, and pleafure to others, and although, when very 
far advanced in life, they find their ftrength fomewhat 
give way ; yet do they not perceive any lofs oi Jkill in 
the art : by changing their ftrong bows,; for thpfe which 
are weaker, they feldom perceive the want of very ^ 
powerful nerves ; but in purfuing this amufement, can 

** bid old age grow green and wear a fecond fpring/* 

Armftrongy Art of Preferving Healthy 

Or another account too, archery may deferve atten- 
tion, - One known efFeft of bodily exercife, is, that of 
relieving the mind from a dcpreflion of fpirits^ apd it 
is but juftice to this arc, to obferve, that it can promote 
this effeft in a fuperior degree. Walking, riding, and 
many other exercifes, although well calculated to exhila- 
rate and raife the fpirits 5 yet if vehemently purfued can- 
not be fo long ; if languidly followed, they leave the 
mind open to an infenfible aberration : and in that inter- 
nal, the caufe of its uneafinefe has time to return and 

* G 2 prey - 
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prey upon the nerves. But archery being more zregu^ 
lor and conftant^ than a violent exercife, leaves but 
little time for intruding thoughts ; and indeed requires> 
(and in a peculiar manner arrefts) the attention both of 
the eye and the mind: inculcating and ftrongly enforcing 
a calmnefs and tranquility, free from the interruption of 
the tumultuous paflions. If ufed in fociety, this efFeft 
is ftill greater J and emulation muft at leaft fpr a ,time, 

" Drive melancholy from the haunted brow.** 
Nor does the care of the bow ceafe, when it is unbent; 
for if the mind ftill requires adbive employment, the bow 
is always at hand ; and the lover of archery, the more he 
becomes acquainted with the art, the more he will find 
himfelf inclined to imitate the great Alfred (j)^ and give 
fome of his fpare time to trim his bow and ftiafts. And 
he will foon difcover, that they are capable of leading 
him to numberlefs experiments, which will call forth 
his genius and attention. 



(7) See an anecdote to thk purpofe,. in Jjffer, JE,lfredt rthmgtfiU* 
p. 9. Spclman*s Life of AlfTtdr-oXy Mofeky.y^, a 16. 
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SECTION II. 

Archery ufed as an Exercife by the jirji Perfonages 
in all Nat}ons — Fajhionable in England in the , 
times of Henry VIII. and his SucceJforSy till the 
Revolution — Caufes of its former Decline— Modern 
Archery patronifed by the Prince of Wales and the 
Nobility — in the hands of the Fair Sex — Defence, 
of it in their hands — V^alue of Archery in promoi- ' 
ing liberal -and friendly Society — PeciUiarity of 
its tendency in this refpeQ — Unreji rained Pleafure^ 
if the Amufement 

'T^HIS manly cxerdife and truly princely amufement, 
^ has, in all nations, attrade4 the notice and en- 
gaged the fupport, of the higheft orders of nien. Many 
Eaftern Princes continue it to this day. Afcham tells 
us, that of all other paftimes " it is mode fitte and 
*^ agreeable with learning and learned men:'* and he 
mentions, that feveral Biftiops of. his own time prac- 
tifcd themfelve§ much in archery. Indeed, it feems to 
be a diverfion, in which the dergy may engage, ** being 
'" on that account worthy to he rebjuked of no man.'* He 
has alfo noticed many Eaftern Princes and Roman 
Emperors, who were proud of exhibiting their fkill in 
the art: and among other great perfonages, particularly 
praifes Henry VIII. who took every opportunity, and 
ufcd every means, to encourage archery; himfclf afford- 
ing an example of no fmall fkill in the art (8). In his 
. reign 

. (8) Apres allerent tlrcrde Tare, & le Roy d'Angletterre luy- 
" mefme, qui eft itierveilleurea^ent bon archer & fort, & le 

G 3 ** fefoit 
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reign it feems to have been a very falhUhabk ^unufc- 
ment J and his brother (Prince Arthur) became fo ex- 
pert in the ufc of the Idng-bow, that a good archer was 
honored by being ftiled Prince Arthur (9). In this 
amufcmcnt he was followed by Edward VI. and Charlfcs 
I. — Nor was it inattentively regarded by Charles IL and 
James II. in whofe reigns it continuecf to find favor 
and patronage. It is, faid that James L df Scotland 
was fo much ftruck with the fpirit and gallantry of the 
Englifti archers, that (on returning to his own cduntry, 
after his confinement in England), he eftablifhed royal 
companies of bowmen, in feveral parts of his domi-. 
nions ; fome of which ftill flourifti. (Mojeky^p. 228, note.) 
The abdicatbn of Jarnes IL and the fucceflion of a 
family litde acquainted with this kingdom and its 
amufements, would naturally have denied to the. bow, 
its former fupport and encouragement. Hence it 
was, that archery, (driven to fcek an afylum where from 
the earlieft period of its exiftence in this country, it had 
m all times found 2ealous patronage and fupport), lay 
io long a time concealed, in the remote corners of the 
kingdom. At this day, it muft be confidered as no 
fmall favor c6nferrcd upon archery, that his Royal High- 
nefe the Prince of Wales, and many of the nobility 
arid firft perfonages in this kingdom, have condefcended 
to patronife and encourage the revival of this ohc^ 
much efteemed art : nor Ihould it be forgotten, that oCr 
prefent gracious Monarch was pleafed (a lew years 

" fefoit bon'voir.*' Meeting between Henry VIII. add Francis I. iu 

the Field offhe Cloth 6i Gold between Ardres and Guines. . 

Montfaucm^ Monumens de la Monarchic FSancoife^ voL 4. p. 1 99, 
** Nemo enim ipfo rege^ (Henry VIII.) Britannicum ingentera 

** arcum contentius flexit, nemo oertius atque validus fagittavit.." 
' ' Paul. Jw. ' 

(9) In the year i^8r, a fociet^ of archers exifted, who fUled^ 

themfelVes, Prince Arthur' i Knights. Muknftcr's p4>fitum^* p. lO t. 

Cnce) 
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Ilnce) tarevivf the ancient royal prize, annually fliot for ' 
by the royal company of archers in Scotland. (Bar^ 
rinponj. But to modern days, was referved the h.igh 
and fingular honor, which archery has received, at the 
hands of the /j/ry^; who have ftep*d forward at once 
to patronife, and to grace the exercife of it. One indeed 
among the reft, (whofe exalted rank and acknowledged 
excellence ftamps additional value upon every thing 
ihe deigns to notice) has taken up the bow. What 
greater encouragement can art exped or defire? 
Our fturdy anceftors, whofe fteady well braced nerves, 
enabled them to draw to the head their yard-long ar- - 
rows (which pierced the ftrongeft armour, and ftruck , 
their fierccft foe to the ground) would have been 
proud, to have witncffed fo flattering an attention to their 
favourite art ; to have feen theneady trimmed fhaft loof- 
ed from the £iir hand of an Englifh Female ; giving 
an cxarnple ofjiiil to the rougher fex, and wanting but 
t\it\v Jirength, to contend with the enemies of their 
country. 

This new sera, as it has been ftiled, in the annals of 
archery, is condemned by fome, as introducing to the 
odier fex an amufement, too mafculine to accord with 
the gentlenefs of nianner, which (hould at all times 
charaAerife it. But this eenfure feems to be fomewhat 
unmerited and ill-timed : for, as a late writer (Mofelcy) 
juftly obfervcs, it is unfortunate, that there are few 
diverfions in the open air, in which women can join 
with fatisfaftipn: and archery feems to^ be an admira-. 
ble antidote to the iedentary life, which is incident to 
the general employment of their time. On another 
accourh indeed, they are gainers by the amufement \ the 
attitude of an ai:cher drawing the bow h^s been deemed 
worthy of notice, andi cannot fail of difplaying the 
graces of the female form, in a confiderable degree. 

G 4 Since 
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' ^ince then archery has again raifed its head, crowned 

with fuch diftinguifhed honors, and offering fo much 

pleafure and advantage i let us receive it with due 

refpeft; and pay our tribute, by continuing to cultivate, 

the art! not overlooking the merit of thofe, who have 

'bcftowed their' endeavours to draw it from an unde- 

ferved negleft and obfcurity. And although the Eng- 

lifh long-bow has been difmifled (honorably fo we muft 

confefs) our fervice- in the* field; let us not forget the 

blcffings we ftill enjoy, through the former exercife of 

its powers, and the value of the liberal, friendly and 

felcdl fociety, which, in its prefent humble ftate, it is fo 

well calculated to promote and preferve, Socict^r and 

friendly intercourferare, it is true, common to many 

^mufemcnts; though perhaps not to be enjoyed to-the 

degree of dcUght (combining our heakh with our pafr 

time) which archery admiti of, Jn this exercife, oqr 

Friends, both young and old, can engage with pleafure 

and fatisfadion. At home, we may' content ourfelves 

with gaining a moderate portion of exercife and health, 

by fhooting ftiort diftances: abroad, thefe may l>e 

obtained in a fuperior degree. Purfuing this amufe-: 

ment, we may, at pleafure, encounter the (harp air of 

the mountain, or inhale the milder breeze of the valley; 

roving (or Ihooting various lengths, to fhe extent even 

of the utmbft powers of the bow, and of our own 

llrength), over the moft beautiful parts of the country, 

$ind in the moft delightful feafons of the year (advanfi 

jiges which no other amufement can aflFord) when 

*« Fair-handed ^r/«^ unboforps ev'ry grace ; 
** Nor is th0 mead vinworth]( of thy foof, 
f* Fullof freCh yer4ure^ an4 unnumoerM powers, 
^< The negligence of nature, wide, ^nd wild ; 
♦* Where, undifguis'd by mimic art, (he fpreads 
If Unbounded beauty to the rQvjng pye." 

ThompJorCs S^rin^. 

~ ' ' Pr 
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Or whtn, • . 

« Prom bright'ning fields of ether fair difclos'd, 
" Child of the fun, rcfulg€nty«w»irr comes, 
<* In pride of youth, 

ThofnpforCs Summer^ 

Or, 

** while his fwceteft beams 
*^ The fun flieds e(jual o*er the meeken'd day ; 

Thompfon*s Autumn^ 

Till, 

♦* When the chearl^fs empire of the &y 

** To Capricorn the Centaur Archer yields ; 

** A|)d fiercp J^ufiriuf rv>les th* invertea year/* 
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PART III. 



AN INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION INTO SUCH 
EXTRAORDINARY FEATS, AS ARE SAID TO HAVE 

, BEEN ACHIEVED WITH THE ENGLISH LONG- 
BOW, IN FORMER times; AND PARTICULARLY 

by that great hero of archery robin 
hood; with an account of that famous 
outlaw from the most authentic record! 
and a comparison of those fifats op arch- 
ery, with such as ajie well attested in 
modern times. 
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CHAPTER L 



SECTION r* 

Preliminary Ohfervatiptis — Truth of the Ejeifttnct 
and Hijiory of Robin Hood 

THE preceding military, hiftory of the Engliflilong-* 
bow, affords us ample teftimony and fadsfadtory 
proof, that " in the hands of numbers^ it perforaicd 
*' verie greate matters.^* And although wc do not at 
this day, poffefs fuch authentic records relpefting die 
private feats of the bow; as, have been adduced in fiip* 
pore of the effeft of it, as a weapon of war: yet have 
we fuch traditional annals of the achievenients of indi- 
vidual (kill and ftrength in archery ; as (corroborated by 
the opinion of thofe, who, although they lived fevcral 
ages fubfequent to the time, when the great feats in ardiery 
were fuppofed to have been performed ; yet as they liv- 
«d much nearer that time, and when archery flouriflied, 
had better opportunities of forming a more accurate 
Judgement upon the truth of the fadls in queftion than 
we can command ; and correfted by our own realbn'an^ 
experience) may enable us to determine, without being 
liable to the charge of much error or credulity, upon 
the truth of fuch ancient tradition. — We have not, in- 
deed, any , one ancient and authentic hiftory or record 
exaftiy to our purpofe; and from Juch ancient tefti- 
mony or tradition, as we are acquainted with, little can 
be gleaned worthy of credit or attention. — Many, as the 
proverb fays^ *' talk of Robin Hood ivho never Jhot with 
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*' his bow.'^ The colledtion of old fongs (which, for 
centuries; has decorated every ballad fkll, under the 
title of Robin Hood's, Garland^ and which is the only 
record of the chief feats in archery of this celebrated 
charafter and his companions) fo, completely involves 
the aftions they notice? inTuch a cloud of marvellous 
narration and poetical fancy, that many, upon the peru- 
fal of them, have l;hought thetnlelves warranted to 
declare their difbdief,^ that any fuch hero ever exifted, 
A little reflcdion will teach us, that fome of the moft 
romantic popular traditions are grounded upon unquef- 
tionable fads, to which feveral of our ancient chroniclers 
a^nd accurate-hiftorians bear teftimony. That fuch per- 
fbns as Rdbin Hood and his complanions did live, and 
gate the moft fignal proofe of their great fkill in the 
life of the long-bow ; we have the teftimony of feveral 
eminent hiftorians, upon whofc veracity we can de- 
pend (!)• 

' ^ SECTION 



(i) Robin Hood is noticed hy Fordun, in his Scotichrmicm: hy 
Stow and iJolHnihed. But the moft particular account of this . 
hero and his companions, is to be found in Johannes Major (the 
Scottifh hiftorian,) which is copied by Grafton in his •* Chronicle of 
" Breteyne^ (page' 82)" in thefe words. " About this tynic 
" {anno 11 89) asfay4:h John Maior, in his chronicle of Scotland} 
" there were many robbers and outlawes in England ; among 
" the which number, he ^efpecially notcth Robert Hood, t^rhom 
*' we now call Robyn Hood, and little John, who were famous 
** theues. They continued in woodes, mountaynes, and foreftes, 
'♦ fpoyling and robbing, namely^ fuch as were riche. Murders 
V commonly they did none, except it were by the prouocation of 
** fuch as refifted them in their rifelynges and fpoyles. And the, 
*' fayde Maior fayth, that the aforefaid Robyn Hood had at his 
** rule and commandement an hundreth tall yompn, which were 
" mightie men and exceeding good archers, and they were main- 
^' teyned by fuche fpoyles as came to their handes : and he fayth 
•* moreouer, that t&ofe hundreth were 'fuch picked men, and of ^ 
** fuch force, that four hundreth men, whofoever they were, durft " 
** never fet upon them. And one thing was much commended 
*' in himj that he would fuffer no .woman to be opprefled, vib- 
•'lated or otherwifc abufed. The poorer fort of people he 

fauoured 
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** faiionred, and wotild in no wife fuffer their goodes to be 
*' touched or Tpoyled, but relieued and ayded them with fuch 
*' goodes as hee gate from the riche, which he fpared not ; namel j, 
•* the riche, prielles, fat abbotes, and the houfes of richc carles. 
*' And although bis theft and rapya was to be contemned, yet 
*' the aforefayd audhour prayfeth him, and fayth, that among the 
*' number of theeues, he was worthic the name of the mod ^e«« 
" //iftheefc. • ' . .-. 

** But in an olde and auncient pamphlet, I findc this written of 

** the fayd Robart Hood. This man (faith he) defc^ided of a 

" noble parentage, or rather beyng of a bafe Ilocke and linage, 

*^ y^as, for his manhoode and chiualry, aduanced to the dignitie of 

** an Earl ; exccllyng principally in archery or fliooting, his manly 

** courage agreeing thereunto : but afterwardes, he fo prodigally 

*' exceeded in charges and expenccs^ that he felLkito great debt : 

" by reafon whereof, fo many adions and futes were commenced 

" againft him, whereunto he aunfwered not, that by order of law« 

^ he was outlawed. And then for a lewde fliift, as his laft re* 

" fuge, gathered together a companye of royfters and cutters/ and 

*' pradiied robberyes and fpoylyng of the Kinges fubjeds, and o&- 

*' cupied and frequented the foreftes or wilde countries. The 

" which being certefyed to the King, and he being greatly i^ 

•* fended therewith, caufcd his proclamation to be made; thai 

** whofoever would bring him quicke or dead, the King 

•* would geue him a great fummc of money, as by the records in 

** the exchequer is to ht feene: but of this promife, no ma9 

** enjoyed any benefite. For the fayd Robert Hood, being after- 

*' wardes troubled with lickneffe, came to a certein honry in 

*' Yorkfhire,. called Berk lies ; where, defiryng to be let blood, 

** he was betrayed and bled to death. After whofe death, the 

*' PrioreiTe of the fame place caufed him to be buried by the 

" high way fide, where' he had ufed to rob and fpoyle thofe that 

" paired that way: and upon his graue the fayde prioreife did 

*' laye a very fayre ftone, wherein the names of Robert Hood, 

** William of Goldesbofough, and others were graven. And the 

*• caufe why Ihe buryed him there, was, for that the common paf- 

'* feqgers and trauailers, knowyng and feeyng him there buryed, 

•' might more fafely and without feare, take their jorneya that 

** way ; which they durfl iK)t do, in the life time of the faid out- 

*• lawes : and at eyther ende of the fayd tonibe was ereded a 

" croiTe of ftone, which is to be feene at this prefent." x 

The author of the New Garland has collefled a great variety of 
intcrefting anecdotes, explanatory of the hiftory of this famous 
outlaw, and his companions ; which he ha^ fubjoined to his life* 
See the Note? to tlm Life of Robin Hood, 

In the reign of Edward III. we find mention of a band of* 
robbers, which in time grew lo numerous and formidable, as 
to become a terror and grievance to the whole kingdom. But 
they feera to have poirciTed very little of that liberal andbcnero- 
4eni feritiment, forwhich Robin Hood and his men were io muclh 
noted. Barnes i B. i.e. 4. p. 62. 
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Tcftimonies jrefpeBing Robin Hood's Feats of cliftant 
Archery— Obfervations — Shots from Turkijh Baw^ 

\ — Shot from a Bow drcewn with both Hands — Dif 
fant Shots by modern Archers — Obfervations on 
Robin Hood^s Archery. 

THE feats recorded of this renowned bowman, may 
be confidered as evidences of extraordinary 
ftrength, and extraordinary Ikill. Probably, the old 
pamphlet, mentioned by Grafton in his chronicle, con- 
tained fomewhat upon the fubjeft. As our hero lived 
and^ied, long before the art of printing was known j wc 
may well fuppofe, that the fongs made upon him dur- 
ing his evidence, and for a confiderable period of time 
after his dcceafc, were committed to ^n?/ tradition: and 
confequently became fubfervient to the defeiflive me- 
mory, and the fancy of thofe, who from time to time^ 
tranfmitted them to pofterity. Some of them indeccj^ 
bear evident marks of high antiquity j while others can 
lay claim only to what (confidering the many centuries 
which have elapfed fince the time, when the aftions they 
celebrate, were achieved) may, perhaps, be ftiled a 
modern^ although not a very recent period of birth (l). 
Thcfe fongs celebrate various feats and pranks of this 
hero, fome of which may juftly, to ufe Dn Haiimer's 
words, " be ranked among the lies of the land/* ^ 

(1) The editor of tlie New Garland^ has endeavdured, by great 
indafiry, to afcertain the sra of almoA every fong; which he has 
prefixed to it. 

The 
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Th6 firft fong in the Garland informs us, that Robin 
Hood> F^/fe^ fhot, * . ', 

** Two north country miles 2nd ati inch at a fhoot.'* ; 
But leaving fuch authority as this' and moft of' the 
fbngs in this collc6tioh afford us; we will refer to 
fuch other teftimonies refpefting Robin Hood*s ex- 
ploits, as have been fomewhat credited, and do not fb 
much offend our reafon, or deride our judgment. One 
of them is noticed by Charlton (in his Hijiory of H^bilby 
Abhy^ p. 14^, who fays; " tradition informs us, that 
" Robin Hood and Little John (hot each an arrow, ' 
** from the top of "W^^hitby Abbey, which fell not far 
" from Whitby Laths;, and in memorial thereof, a 
** pillar wasfet up by the Abbot, in the place where 
" the Arrows fell : and that their diftance from the Ahhey 
** was a meajured mile.** 

Dr. Meredith Hanmer (in his Chronicle of Ireland) 
fpeaking of Litde John, obferves, " there are memo- 
** rable afts reported of him, which I hold not for a 
*' truth; that he would Ihoot an arrow a mile off, and 
** a great deal more: but thefe I leave among the 
«7/Vjoftheland." 

Mr. Walker (in his Eiflorical EJJay on the drefs of 
the ancient and modem Irijh) fays, ** according to tra- 
** dition. Little John fliot an arrow from the old Pridge, 
*• Dublin, to the prefent fcite of St. Michael's Church, 
^* a diftance not exceeding, he believes, that men- 
** tioned by Mr. Harrington, as the greateft length', viz. 
'. ** eleven fcore and feven yards (3). 

\ ' ' ' -'.'-: ' : -' VThc 

(3) Mr. Barpngton (in a poftfpr;git,.^ hU OifirijatioHs on Archery) 
endeavours to corre^ the. error, he Tiad cbramjtted, in'iuppofing 
</<viii '/core and /even yards tp betl^. iitottoft extent an arrow can b6 
mot"; and obfe^^i,. that the greateft length fliot at the Lopdon 
marks (according to the map) was thirnen Jcore and fivt yards. 

H • , Mr* 
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The next audi<Mity upon tte Aibjed^ is that of 

Drayton the poet, whofe charaftcr for truth and hifto- 

rical accuracy ftands very high ; and indeed the faft he 

fnentions v&Jmewbat more adapted to our comprehenr- 

fion thi^n thofc before noticed. Speaking of Robin, 

Hood, and bis companions ^ he fays, 

^ ." At ^arks ivXi forty fiore^ they ufed to prick and rove." 

Poly-Olbioriy Song 26. 

The editor of the ^New Garland has hazarded an 
ppioion in fupport of Drayton, whom he calls a well 
informed and excellent man, ^^ who wrote before 
** archery had fallen into complete difufe." And in 
his notes to the Life of RohinHoody (note K. p^ 3^) tells 
ps, " their archery indeed was unparalleled, as both 
** Robin Hood and little John hstvt frequently (hot an 
** arrow a meafured mile, (or 17.60 yards,) which, it is 
** fuppofed, no one cither, before or fincc, was ever ' 
** able to do/V But he brings no other authority in 
fupport of his ^fiertion, than that from Charlton be- 
fore noticed. Whatever may have been the information 
^nd general knowledge of Drayton, we cannot alto- 
gether fubfcribe implicidy to his opinion upon this fub- 
je6t. At the tinic he lived, archery had fallen fb much 
into decay, that HoUinfhed (who publifhed his Chroni- 
cles of England foon after the iirtb of Drayton) obferves, 
that u$ %is time, " we had in a manner giv^ over the artillery 
" of longbows^ and didufetojhootcomfaffforourpajiime'* 
Bh^ witbj^ilt calling Drayton's knowledge of archery 

]blr. Barrington was not, it is true, an archer ; but had he con- 
fulted the lift of marks fet down in the ^* Aime for the Fin/hity 
•* Archer Sy^ he would have found fev^ral of them to h^ eighteen 
/core emd ^ghteen yarjs : indeed in the map he did confult| one 
^app^n to be fifteen fcore,a!nd leaghtyards^ and another,^«i»jry^ 
^d two yards: and he hiight have been fatisfied by the Einftniy 
arcjhers 6i his day, that leveral of them had; at' thefFin(b)iry 
Vfm)s^^Jr€quentiy mcft ^freen (core yards, and upward?. 

■■' ' " -•'•• ' into 
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into qucftion, we cannot furcly with any fort of gravity 
admit (fpeaking of Robin Hood and his men) that. 

** Their hofe gave fuch a twang, it might be heard a mile," 

Poly-Olbiorty Song 26. 

Indeed this advocate for Drayton's accuracy has him- 
fclf faved us the neceflity of any further comment upon 
this marvelous feat ; fince in a fubfequcnt note, {note Y.) 
1^ gives us the following remark, from Fuller's Wor- 
thies. " Surely the poet gives a twang to the loofe of 
" his arrow, making him (hoot one a cloth yard long, at 
" full forty /core mark, for compafs never higher than the 
" breafiy and within lefs than a foot of the mark %^ and 
he-adds, " but herein our author hath verified the pro- 
** verb \ talking at large of Robin Hood, in whofe 
** bow he never (hot." 

The length of the (hot from Whitby Abbey is in a 
great meafure accounted for, when it is recolle0:cd, that 
Whitby Abbey was a very lofty building, fituated upon ' 
a very high cliff, and therefore cannot ftridtly be called 
zfair (hot: but even allowing this advantage, we may 
ftill'be permitted to doubt, if either of the arrows fell, 
near the fuppofed diftance, which is far greater than 
any arrow Ihot by the ftrongefl: man and beft archer, 
even from a 3V^i>& bow, was ever known to fly (4). 

In 



(4) Of all bows that have been invented, and with which we 
are now acquainted, no one (in point of force, certainty, and 
effed) has come fo near the Engliih long-bow, as the Turkiih 
bow. Although Knowles (in his fitfl9*jl 9/ the Turks, p. 517) tella 
us. ** that the Perfians ufed both greater and firmger bows, and fhot 
** more deadly arrows than the Turks." The very great elafticity 
of the >bni bow gives it greatly the advantage of the wooden bow, 
in the d\ftance rf its cafi \ and had not AfchanQ, Sir John Smith, 
lUid other writers, confidently and upon known experience, 
afirmed the fuperiority of the £ng]iih bow in war ; we might be 
inclined to efteem the Turkifti ^w as the r'mt^l of the Ei^glifh 
long-bow. Howcvf^ i^ juclgi»g of >te t^fS<of ve^pons wh^n 

Ha vSt^ 
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In later times wc have, upon the archer's own au- 
thority> an anecdote of a curious cxperirtient with the 

bow; 



ufed ixi war, wc iimft not farge.t the diftingniflling dara^crs,o£ 
thofe who. make ufe of them, f'or doubtlefs, with the fame 
weapon, the coahiefs, courage, and difcipline of the Engliih, 
mud have given them great advantage ; qppofed to the intemperate, 
and diforderly mode of warfare ufually remarked among the Turks. 
The elafticity of the horn-bow is capable of communicating a 
furprifing velocity to the arrow difcharged from it ; but, probably, 
it is not calculated to cafi fo ^eavy an arrow as the bow of wood; 
and it9 velocity diminilhes its f^r/tf/«/y of caft. Many veiyfur- 
priiing long fhots are well attefled to falave been made, with the 
Turkish bow. Stuart (in his Antiquities rf Athens^ Vol. i. p. lO) 
mentions a random ihot made, in the year 1753, by Hafl^n Aga 
the waiwodde rf Athens^ Who delighted in Archery, to have beenyiW 
hundred and eighty -four yards and one foot (Englifh meafure). Can- 
timir (in hianijlory of the Otman £i«/^/V^) fpeaking of the Emperor 
Murad IV. fays, " in the art of fliooting ^ith the bow, he had 
*' not his equal in the whole Turkiih natibn, except the famou» 
*' champion Tozcoparaiu There are n6w two marble pillars 
** ^?tvid\tig fifteen hundred cubits afunder, over which he is faid to^ 
" ihoot an arrow.*' Tozcoparan is faid to have (hot feventeen 
hundred cubits. In the year 1795, Mamhood EfFendij, fecretary 
to the Turkifh AmbaiTador, a man pdfefiing yexY great mufcular 
power, fhot an arrow with a Turkifh bow four hundred and eighty 
two yards in the prefence of three gentlemen, members of the 
Toxophilite ibciety, now living ; who meafured the diftance, and 
to whom he obfcrved, that the prefent emperor (Sultan Selim) 
. could ihoot further than any one of his fubjeds. In the year 
1798, the fultan himfelf exhibited a proof of his great ftrength 
and ikill in archery ; by ihooting (in the prefence of Sir Robert 
Ainilie^ late ambaflador to the Ottoman Port) an arrow, which 
drove into the ground at the diftanbe of fourteen hundred pikes 
(Turkilh oieafure) , or, nine hundred andfeventy two yards two inches 
and three quarters (Engliih meafure) : and which diftance was mea- 
fured in the prefence of Sir Robert Ainilie. The arrows ufed by 
the Turks, for very long ibots, do not exceed the length of twenty 
iix inches, but they are drawn fevaral inches within the bow, in 
a grooved horn ufed* for the occafion : they are tapered froni the 
nock to the pile, which is exceedfingly fmall, and weigh about 
three ihillings and two-pence Engliih arrow Weight. It muft occur 
to cfvery one, that a bow, capable of carrying even a light arrow fa- 
great a diftance, mufl be capable of casing an heavy one a 
left diftance with very great force. AccoWingly, we read of 
arrows c^^ from Turkiib ^W8« which penetrated the bej made 

armour m 
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tow ; by means of which, an arrow was caft a mile in 
three flights. To eficft this, the archer, according to 
Mr. Harrington's r^jort of tfic itzXy fat on aftooly the 
middle part of his bow being faftencd to his foot, 
whkh he elevated forty-five degrees; and he drew the 
firing with his two hands appiied to it. The bow, ufed 
upon this occafioiT, was a very ftrong one, made for 
the experiment. Mr. Mofeley mentions an archer, 
who made a good (hot in the prefence of Henry Villi 
in a fimilar way 5 and that he himfelf tried the expe- 
riment with fuccefs. Mojeley. p. 90 to 93.- 

Thefe ancient inftances oi- vtrf dijiant Jh&ofing "m^ 
the Englifli long-bo^ are all I have been able to cot 
left, and, probably, they are all 4iiat have been handed 
down/ to us (5): and if thofe reported of Robin Hood 
were to reft upon the authorities .1 have quoted^ we 
plight be inclined to refufe our affent to his accom- 
pliftiment of fuch extraordinary featS. It* may, there- 
fore, afford us much fatisfaftion, and, perhaps, be the 
means of removing doubt, if we affay the truth of 
the fafts ftated to us, by eftabliffiing, as a boundary 
to conjeftural opinions,' that meafure, which our 
reafon, knowledge, and experience naturally point out. 



armour. Lord Bacon, indeed, goes^fo far as to fay, that a Turkiih 
arrow hath been known to pierce zfteel target or a piece of brafs 
two inches thick, (Nat, Bift.^ Expt, 704, vol. iii.) But this feat Mr. 
Mofeley juftly fliles marvellous; and obferves, •* that to contra* 
" difb fuch high authority mights perhaps, do greater violence 
" to good manners, than truth.** Mo/el^^^p. 71, note. Yet Greaves, 
in his Pyramidographiay and Barclay, m his Icon animorum^ noti(5e 
fmiilar fads. &oper*s Rat. Reaeat. vol. i. p. 198. eiiii. 178 J. 

(5) Strutt, the diligent inveftigator of' Engliih antiquities, 

who, in the preface to Kis Honia'Angelcynnau informs us, he had 

fearched very many , manufcripts ; obierv^, ** that it was not 

. " certain, how far the arphers with the long bow could fend aa 

!* arrpw.*' Hord, Jngel, vol. ii. p. 44. - 
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We are well fetisfied thait in mo Jem Xirt\e$, no man hatk 

'(hot an arrow one fourth part of a mite. Mr. James 

Rawfon (of Chcctham HUl, near Manchefter> who difcd 

about the year 17941 Ac bcft arth^r- of his day), told 

Mr. Wariogi that he poce fljot^ lupon ground, very 

little declining in his favour, eigbtnin /core yards. And 

in the year 1798 Mr. Troward (a mcriiber of the Tox* 

ophititc Society) (hot on Moulfey Hurft (an uncom*^ 

mon, l?vcl piece of ground, and when the wind ^as 

very ftiU) feventeen fcore yards (6). \i is/not beUeved, 

that, for at.leaft a century or two paft, the two laft 

mendoned initance^ <^f diftant fhootinghaye been fur- 

pafied. ,,'■! » i 

That we do not at this time when archery is ufed 
merely as an anmilement, exercife ourfelvcs in fuch 
Arong fhooting as our forefathers did, is true ; con- 
fe^uently, we muft not form our judgment too pe- 
remptorily of what was done in archery, when in its 
iwimej by what we have heard was performed in its 
decline, or have feen achieved in its prefent humble 
ftate: yet can we make due allowance for early habit 
and conftant praftice, which we know will effeft fiir- 
prifing things. Thefe advantages Kobin Hood pof* 
fcffed in their full extent, '^ his manly courage,'* as 
his Hiftorian fays, '* agreeing thereto." We may 
glib admit the fad recorded of him, " that in his 
** youth, he drew a prodigious ftrong bow:" and we 

(6): This fliot made by Mr. Troward, was not snac^UentaJikoU 
ht riptmitdy &ot (both up and down the wind) that diftance, the 
iawie dAy« in -the prefence of many ooembers of the Toxopfailite 
> fociety. As his ihots werq made during a coateft for' a prise, 
each ihot was meafured with the greatefi poiTible accuracy* And 
the field hid been previouily flaked out in fcares^ and he^ /cores, 
i&X. Troward ihot with a fel/^boWf of the power of Jfxfy-tkrei 
.|M>aaids. His arrows were Bight arrows, of the length of twenty ^ 
nine inches, and weighing about four^ihiliings' (arrow weight.) 
The bow with which Mr. Rawfon flipt was a back'd^vf* 

muft 
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muft certainly acknowledge, that he Was a moft com^ 
plete archer. No doubt many of his companions (who 
Grafton fays; were ficked men) were excellent archers^ 
and perhaps rivalled this gre^t hero himfelf^ in the art. 
Not only their food, but their lives frequently depended 
upon their prowefe and Ikill in the ufe of the bo^: 
and the fife they led gavjc them ample opportunities 
of improving the latter. We muft at the fame time 
admit, that there have been in modem days, as ftrohg 
, men as Robin Hood, who have praftifed archery. 
Mr. Rawfori followed it, from an early period of life; 
he was a very ftout nniddle fized man, and being a 
man's flioe-maker by trades had, (in the excreife of 
his bufinefs)^ increafcd the fiwrce, and hardened the muf- 
fles of bis arrns, to fucl\ a degree, that his power over 
the bow was exceedingly great ; as was. his flcill in the 
ufe of it ; having (from the age of eighteen to fixiy} 
never refufed a challenge in the art {Hargrove) ; and 
yet he never was known to have Been beat at kithes. 
What great power may be given to any part of the^ 
body, by early and cbnflrant ufe, is'well known. The' 
arms of ^ waterman or hlack/mithj and the legs of m 
cbcUrman^ are conclufive evidence of the faft. Pro- 
bably, Robin Hood himfelf did not poffefs much more 
bodily ftrength than Rawfon. But archery was the 
profeffion of the former, while the latter could only pur- 
fue it occafionally, as an amufement. . In this reQ^et^ 
therefore, coriftant ufe muft be confidered. 
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SECTION III. 

Obfervatibns on the probable extent ofltobin Hood^s 
Shots, drawn froni the Power of the Bow, f^ppofed 
to have been ufed by him — Concltkfion. , 

HAVING thus endeavoured to cftablifli upon ex- 
periment, a line to circumfcribe conjefture and 
doubt ; and to form the balis of a comparifon between 
^t ftrengtb 'dnd JJtill of man; the only circumftancc 
remaining, which may lead oyr judgment to its objedt, 
in this enquiry, appears to be, an attempt to afcer- 
taih^ what ftrength (or weight) of bow (7), xhcftrmgefi 



(7) Mr, Waring was the firfl perfon in England, who hit lipot^ 
the expedient of difcovcritig the exad power of the bow, by 
toeight. This method, according to Chevalier Chardin (fee his 
Foyagesf torn. ii. ch. 12.) has been long known and pradifed in 
Perfia. 

By this means, we can afcertain ^e quantity of weight/ or 
power, which a man niuft overcome^ before he can draw his bow 
fully up : for a6tion and seadion being equal, it muft require the 
fame degree of power to fupfort the bow, as is required to draw 
the firing. So that when a nian<lraws a bow oiffty poUnds piower 
or weight, he, in faH^ fufpends or moves me hundred pounds 'weigkt 
between his artns. This nwy be proved in experiment, by keep- 
ing the bow with a weight, in dead of fufpending it by ti)edn^ 
of a fupport. The moving fo great a weight with the body, with 
fo much facility,, may appear furpriiing; but we muft recollect, 
how very much ftrength is under the guidance of art ; that in 
drawing the bow, we difpofe of our drength, and exert our muibles 
to the greateft advantage ; and that by a general and unit$d exe^t'm 
<^ mufcular power, we are capable of doing great things. It is 
the judicious management of our bodily powers, which {as Defa- 
gulieres in his Philofophy obferves) will, in a great meafure, Ac- 
count for the very* furpriiing feats of ftrength, that have been exhi- 
bited by men. ^ 

man 
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ipan can draw,, and lopfe with i proportioned effcfir. 
One of the moft nfiufcular and powerful men, and at 
the iame time, one. of the beft archers yet living, has 
has been known to draw a twenty-feven inch arrow to 
the head, in a l?ow of ninety pounds weight; but he could 
not lobfe an arrow from this bow, to a diftance at all 
proportioned to the ftrength of it, He found a bow 
of eighty pounds' within his command; but from fe- 
yenty to eighty pounds, is perhaps fuch a mediun^ 
ftrength of bow, that ^r^^g- men in general can manage 
with eafe, fb as to enfure a good Joo/ei iipon which 
moft particularly, 'as well as upqn thcj^m^of the bow, 
not only good, but /^r fhooting depends. 

The bow with which Mr. Rawfon (hot, drew about 
ftxty-four or Jixty five pounds y and if we compare the 
dt/iances^ that both Mr. Rawfon and Mr: Troward 
fliot, with the ^(^ze^^r of their bowsj we may, without 
coming to very nice calculation, allow /wf/^^y pounds 
weight, fof every one hundred and ten yards. Now, 
fuppofing the bow ufed by Robin Hood, was even 
of eighty pounds weight ; that, according to the pre- 
ceding calculation, would caft an arrow upwards of 
four hundred yards. And if j agreeably to the laws 
of the increafed force of bodies, we allow for an 
accumulation of power, independent of the calcula- ' 
lation by fimple weight, yet upon the whole, we ftiall 
not find, any ground cdnfidcr;tly to conclude,* that Robin 
Hoocl. ever (hot, even the light eft flight arrow, f^e 
hundred yards upon level ground, -^nd we may with 
very great reafon, rely upon what Neade, a' writer 
upon archery in the beginning pf the fcventeenth century, 
qbfervcsi namely, thiat an ancient bow (8) would 

carry 

(8) It J» not believed, that any 'uery ancient Engiifli long-bow 
is now in exigence; whereby fome judgment might be formed 

of 
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^TVffrcm iigbtttn tl twenty Jc^eyardSy as the tru^ 
I>oinc of ^(/?^/^/ archery.' (9) ' 

SXCTIOlf* 



of the powjer of the bid bows. The author of the mus t$ fie Lifti 
rf Rohin Ht^d^ tells us, ** that his bow and one of his arrows, his 
** chair, his cap, and one of his flippers, . were prefcrved, tiir 
** witJtiiQ the laft century:" and he quotes from Iiay*s Itinetariei 
(1760, p. 161) a paflage, wherein that writer fa}'8, that Robin 
Hood's low was kept at Fountains Abbey. According to a note 
of Mr. Afhmole's (inferted in ih^ European Maga^ne, 06tobcr, 
*794> P' *95)> P^**^ ^^^ bow, formerly, belonging to Little John> 
hungup (anno 1652) in the chancel of Feat her ledge [Hatherfage] , 
church, in the Peak of Derby (hi re, where^he is faid to have beea 
buried. The author of thole notes further adds, " he^ was in- 
*' formed that a bow faid to have belonged to Little John, was 
(anno 1795) in the pofleffion of a gentleman in the Weft Riding 
of Yorkfhirc. (Notes GG, KK, LL.) 

Mr. Bofwell (fiJeaking of Dunvegan Caftle, in the Ifle of Sky, 
and Sir Roderick M*Leod, cne of its ancient Lairds, called Rorie 
Jlhre)^ fays, *' we faw his bow, which hardly any man can now" 
•^ bend." Journal of a Tour to the Hebi ides ^ London, 1758. , 

A few bows, fuppofed to have been made about the beginning, 
of the iixteenth century, have been exhibited of late ; but they 
did not, upon conjedure, appear to draw rUbre than from fcventy 
to eighty pounds, at the uimolh Upon the late revival of archery, 
, a large parcel of bows; known to have been long fccreted in a 
Jioufe in Scotland, was fearched for: when it was difcovered, 
that the fervants of the hpufe had been, for fome time, in the 
habit of lighting fires with them. Fortunately, however, two or 
three of them were faved, one of which is faid to be now in the 
pofleffion of Lord Aylesford. In a Survey of Forts and Ganifonr 
(made ^ofti July, 162J) we find notice taken of many hundred 
bows, bow-flaVes, ftrings, and flieaves of arrows, then in the 
Tower, and other forts in England. Muf Brit, Mark MSS. 
1316. Upon inquiry at the Tower, I cannot learn, that any 
bows, bow-ftaves, ftrings or arrows, have been fecn there §6x at 
leaft half a century. Old bows are now more valuable as curiofities^ 
than for ufe : for time has fo dried them^ that feveral (althooglv 
well rubbed with linfeed oil) have, upon late trials^ broke io. 
bending. 

• <9)*To this authority, we may add, that of P§re Datileh whiy 
fays', that an ancient bow would carry further than a fufil, and to 
the diftance of 660 paces, Mr. Mofeley obferves, that if he mea^s 
common military paces, each of which may confift of two feet 
or rather more, the diftance of the range may be fet down" at* 400 
yards. Mofeley^ p. a66^ i»/>. Garewi m hi* Surrey of Cc^n- 

wall, 
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wall, fpcaking of the ftrength and ftxccllcncc of the Cornifli ar« 
chers, obferves, ** for long footing their fhaft was a clothvard, 
" their pricks ttventyfour /core ; for ftrength, they would pierce 
" any ordinary armour.^' By way of corroboration, it may be 
noticed, that upon the report of the late Mr. Conftable (a Finf- 
bury archer) there, exifts a by-law, or cuftom of the city of Lon- 
don, (which he declared he had feen in the books of the corpo- 
ration), that entitled any one to the freedom o£ the city, who 
could bring proof, that he bad fhot an arrow of a pound (20^.) 
Weight, eight fcwe^ or 2l flight arrow twenty /even /c9re. But there ap- 
pears to be forae inaccuracy in this report: and Jnftead of the flight 
diftance being twenty-feven fcore, it ihonld be only feventem 
/core ; the latter diftance with a flight arrow, being equal to the 
eight fcore diftance with a pound arrow. As archery began to 
decline, diftant ihooting became, negleded, which Hotlinfhed 
notices. Defer ip, of Brit, Ch, 16. In the Aime for the finfhury 
archetSj We find few diftances at nine fcore, rooft of them are from 
twelve to iixteen fcofe, yet there are many from fixteen to eighteen 
fcore, and the gVealeft length is nineteen fcore and fourteen yards. 
The late Mr. Foole declared to Mr. Waring, that he had fre- 
quently ihot an arrow (weighing nearly five fhil}ings)^r^^«7?or# 
anditn yards at the Finfbury lengths, ^nd his cotemporary Tthe 
late Mr. Conftabley told Mr. Waring, that one in his time mot 
feventeenfcoreyards^ Sir William fiood informs us, that the butts (kiot 
at by the archers at thtfiow andjhooting in 1 583, were at the diiV 
tance oi feven fcore and eight yards; and at the (hooting in 1681, 
(before King Charles 11.) the targets were placed upon butts at 
eight fcor} yards diftance^ By a target book of the Finft)ury ar- 
chers kept for the year 167 1 (in the poffeffion of Mr. Howarth, a 
. ToXopbilite) it appears, that eleven fcore yards was the fartheft 
target didance ihot by them> before the archers began to draw m^^ 
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SECTIOJf IV, 

Jlobin Hood's Feats of Skill — Obf creations — Feats of 
* ' Skill recorded of other Archers — Feats of Skill in 
Archery in modern times. 

WITH rcfpcft to fuch of Robin Hood's exploits, 
, as were^ more immediately, afts oi Jkill\ we 

have dill lefs authority, than what we have coliefted 
on the fubjeft of his ftrong (hooting. In the invefti* 
gation of this latter point, the Garland is the only clew 
to guide us. In on^fong we arc told, that when this 
hero was only fifteen winters old, 

*^ He hit the mark a hundred rod^ 
*« And he caufed a Hart to die." 

Progrefs to Nottingham. 

But his bard doubting, perhaps, whether he had faid 

though of this feat, adds, 

** Some fay hee brake ribs one or two, 

** And fome fay hee brake three ; 

•* The arrow within the hart would not abide 

** But it glanced in two or three." 

Ibid. 

However in the loth fong the poet gives hini a rival, 

« Will Scadlocke he kil'd a bucke, 
*« And Midge he kil'd a doe ; 
** And Little John kil'd a hart of Greece, 
** Five hundrethfoot him fro. 

Rohin Hood and the Curtail Fryer ^ 

Robin Hood admits this to have been an incompa* 
rable (hot: for in the next verfe be declares (upon the 

o?cafionJ(,^ 
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cccafion), that he would ride an hundred itiiks to find 
one, ^ho could nmatch Little Jdhn. . 

The next feat of archery mentioned in the Garland, 
is recorded of a ftranger; (and which indeed was not 
a very extraordinary one). 

** Now the ftranger h€ made no mickle adoe, 
" But he bends and a right good bow, ^^ - 

" And the beft of all the herd he flew, * 

" Forty good yards him fro." 

Robin Hood and the Stranger J^ 

For which Robinhood gives him much credit. 

The laft feat noticed in the Garland, is in the ballad 
of Robin Hood and Queen Katharine, in which,, the 
bard makes Clifton cleave the willow wand zt fifteen J^e. 

In the (hooting match between Robin Mood and 
Guy of Gifborne: Robin Hood is made to ckave the 
frick-wand at three /core rood.(^io) 

To look upon thefe two laft moft extraorilinary feats 

of (kill in the long-bow in any other light, than as the 

produce of fancy ; or, if ever performed, at the mojf, 

as the effeft of chance: would be extending our 

faith beyond reafon. Robin Hood and hiis men were, 

doubtlefs, excellent markfmen : hunger, we can eafily 

imagine, often gave certainty to their Ihafts ; and within 

a reafonable diftance, we may agree with Drayton, that 

" Of thefe Archers brave, there was not any one, 
*< But he could kill a deer, his fwifteft fpeed upon.** 

Poly-Olbion^ Song a^. 

Tliough it is probable, that they kiird the deer chiefly 
by dealing upon them unawares^ a method, which 
woods and forefts greatly favour. 



(to) This fong is inferted in Dr. Percy's Relit^ues tf ancient 
Poetry ; and isf given in the Nnu Garland, In the old ballad of 
jidam BelU Clym of the Ckugh and H'llUan^ of Cloudejly^ we have an 
account of ftmilar marvelous feats in archery. Ibid, 

• ^ The 
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The only feat of flcill on record, at all fimilar to 
what the Garland affords, is noticed by Draytoi; ; for 
which, he docs not, it is true, give us any authority; 
but finpe he is remarkable as a poet for rejecting fic- 
tion, and refbrting to fadl; we may fuppofe that he 
had ground for his afTertion. He tells us, that the 
old men cncourag(Jd the young, to inlifl under the 
banner of Henry V. on his intended expedition to 
France, (which was afterwards rendered famous by his 
great vidlory at Agincourt), by pointing out to them, 
^he feats of their aqceftors at the battles of Crefly and 
Pprdtiers : and makes a father addrefs his fon, thus, 

.** And boy, quoth he, I've heard thy Grandfire fay, 
** That once he did an Englifli archer fee, 
*^ Who fluiotlng dt a French twelve fcqre zwayf 
^* Quite through the hoAyJiuck him to a tree. 

Bat, of Agincourt. 

Suppofing this (hot tp have been a chance one, we 
do not fee any realbn whatever to impeach it upon the 
^ound of impofRbility. Indeed, we muft go (o far as 
to admit, that an jexpcrt archer might have performed 
the feat by d^gn. The diftance was. certainly withia 
the compafs oif the bo?«; as the ftatutc of 2^ Hen. VIII. 
forbids any perfbn above the age of twenty-four, to Ihoot 
at any mark oT eleven Jcore yards or under y with any 
prick-lhaft or flight arrow; which is fufEcient evidence, 
that .twelve fcore yards was not an ummmon diftance 
for the range of an arrow \ and the force of a fbeaf 
arrow frjom a ftrong bow, would, at that diftance, 
pierce many .parts of the body through and through. 
If we credit Shakfpcare, whofe veracity and accuracy 
have feldom been called in queftion, we have a corro- 
borating teftimony of the probability of this remarkable 
-fed; for in fpcaking of a good archer, he obfervcs 
that, " he would clap in the clout af twehejcore^ and 
" carry a forehand flaaft a fourteen and fourteen and an 
V h^alf:' Second part of King H. IV. aSl 3, fcene 2. 
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Mr» Mpfclcy has quoted from Gir^ldus Cambreofisi 
thrc? inftanccs of extraordinary feats in ai-ch€;ry,pcr- 
fornr^ed by Welch bow- men, abouftthe tinrie of Hen, II; 
The; one, r that during a fiege, it happencjd, that it wq* 
foldiers running in liafte towards a tower, fituated ^ 
a iittlp diftance from them, were attacked with a nupci* 
ber of arrows from the Welch j v^rhich being fjxot with 
prodigious violence, fome penetrated through the qak 
door$ of a portal, aldiough they were x^f the breadth 
^{ four fingers in tbicknejs. And that -the heads of thefe 
arrows were afterwards driven^ out, and prefer vcd, in 
order to continue the remembrance of fuch extraordinary 
force in fliQQting wi^th the bow. 

The pthcr two happened aUb in ^ jb^tle, at th? time ' 
of William de Breufa, as hp himfelf relates. A 
Welchman, having dircfted an arrow at an horfe-foldier 
of his, -who was clad in armour, and had his leathern 
coat under it; the arrow, befidcs piercing the m$n 
through the hip, ftruck alfo through the faddle, and 
mortally wounded the horfe on which he fat. AnotbiSF 
Welch foldicr, having, {hot an arrow at one of his 
horfemen, who was covered with ftrong armour, in the 
Tame manner as the before mentioned perfon, the ihaft 
penetrated through his hip and fixed in the faddle ! but 
wl^at is moft remarkable is, that as the horleman 
jdrew his bridle afide in order to. turn round, jbe re- 
ceived another in his hip on the oppofite fide, which 
paffing through it, he was firmly fattened to the iaddle 
on both fides, (n) Mr. Mofeley has alfo mentIope4 

fomc 



(ii) llie Welch hiftorian adds, " that the bows, with which 
•* tbe Welch atchieved fuch exploits, were notjuade of horn, 
♦* of white wood, or yew; f4um ex ulmellts Jihejiribus ; they were 
** neither handforae nor polifhed, but rude and naisihapen; yet 
." were they fiiff and ftrong; not fo well calculated to caft far, as 

'* to 
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feme fupnfirig inftancesof Ikill, rn the ufe of the baw, 
exhibited by Pcrfian archers, (noticed by Chardin and 
Tavernier in their Travels). Mofeleyy p. 325. To which, 
Wfe may add an obfervation of Sir Thomas Herbert's : 
*' at thi^ day (fays he) a Perfian is of little repute in 
•* archery, unlcls he can in full career, cleave an orange, 
" which hangs in a ftring athwart the hippodrome ; 
** (and when paft the mark) with another ready arrow 
•* can ftrike the reft, turning in his fhort ftirrups and 
" morocco faddle') backwards/* Travels into Per/ta^ In^ 
doftioty and the Eafl. Defcription\of the Per/tan Monarchy 
and other farts of Afia.' 

Modern archery hjls, indeed, nothing to boaft^of^ 
jGnrilar to' the before noticed feats reported of Robin 
Hood and his men. Jlpwever, there are now living, 
many very Ikillfiil bowmen, who would not have dif- 
jgraced thecorps of Sherwood Rovers. Of the various 
ibcieties of modern archers, no one has, upon all occafi- 
ons, fignalized itfclf more, than that of the Toxophilitcs, 
who, at the grand meeting of the focieties of archers of 
England, (on the 27th of May, 1791, at Blackheath) 
bore off the bcft prize. Among its members, it can 
boaft of one,* who, fhooting two arrows at each end, 
has put twenty JucceJJive arrows into a four-foot target, 
at one hundred yards; and twelve arrows into th^ com- 
pafs of two- feet zx. forty-fix yards, (within the fpace of 



•* to give a weighty blow." Itlner, Camhr. c. 3. p. 835. Mr. War- 
rington in KisHiftory of Wales^ tranflates the words ulmellis Jiheflribut^ 
** Jlight twigs Joined or twifte4 together, ^^ It is difficult to conceive, 
that twigs t'tvifted with the nicett art, could make a bow of any 
flrength. They would probably a nfwer the purpofe better, if laid 
ftraight and boUhd together: but the word ulmellis feems capable of a 
more fatisfaftory interpretation, and, with fubmiffion to the learned 
in grammar and antiquity, may, I conceive, be conilrued, with the 
Engliih words, common elm^ or elm plants \ which wiU leave nothing 
for conjcfture. • 

♦ Mr. Waring. 

me 
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cne minute). Another *, who ((hooting two arrows at 
each end) has put tehjuccejjive arrows into an eight-inch * 
paper at thirty yards; and fifty -^two arrows (out of an 
hundred) into a four-foot target, at me hundred yards. 
And two f who have, at tht/ame end^ put both arrows 
into an eighth inch paper, zxfixjcore (an hundred and 
twenty yards) :. feats, which, in all probability, Robin 
Hood hin^felf never furpaffed ; and fome perhaps will 
add, probably too never achieved (12). 

The following Target-Card (hews the (hooting (in the 
Toxophilite ground) for the Prince' s'^nnudl bugle, by 
thofe who have won it in the years 1795, 1796, 
^797- . , 



ARCHEHS NAMES. 



179^. Mr, Brady - 

1796. Mr. Cru^den 

1797. Mr. Shepheard 



348 
301 

3?8 



^i^^^^dooM^^^Ob 42. Arrows fhot «A 2^S2. 
N.B. The lengths were 60 yards, 80 yards, and 100 
yards, (hot alternately. The value of the hits in each 
circle is marked by the figures 9. 7. 5. 3. !• 



*Mr. Crunden. f M'r. Troward, Mr. H. Greene, 
(la) Among tte archers of this day, Mr. Anderfon muft not be 
forgot; whofe excellence in Archery hajs (both in this country 
and in Flanders) been a fubjeft of admiration ; and given him an 
indifputable title to many prizes. He is one of thofe, in Afcham'a 
words, iy nature apt for qrchery \ and who might" well be ranked 
•* With Scathlock, John, or honed Brand 
*' That hath the happy hitting hand.^' 

. Notes to the New Garland. 
I 
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PART IV. 



THE ART AND PRACTICE OF ARCHERY, INCLUDE 
ING A COMMENT UPON THE T0X0PHILU3 OF 
ASCHA>I. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF THE INSTRUMENiTS or ARCHERY. 

ASCHAM introduces the praftical part of his trca^^^ 
tife by informing us, " that all things which 
" belong to fliopting arc outward; of which, fomc are 
•* peculiarly appropriate to each individual archer j 
*' and others are general and common to all archers; 
** as time and place ferve." 

Under the firft of thefe divifions he enirtncrates. 
The Bracer-^Shooting-Glgve-^tring'^Biiw^ ancj 
Shaft. 

Under the fecondi . ^ 

The Weather and the Mark. 

It may, perhaps, be as well to leave thefe head3 in 
the order in which Afcham has placed them; and here 
ohly ' obferve, that modem archers, make ufe of thfec 
other inftruments, which muft be referred to his firft 
divifion, viz. 

ABelt—TaJfel and Greafe-Pot. 



I 3 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Qt THE BRACER. 



U/i of the Bmcfr—rFerm and Mat^ials of the ancient 

' Bracer— Modern Bracers. 

^ - ^ , ■ - 

^ A BRACER, fays Afcham, &rret two purptofts :^ 
^ /a. one, to fave the arm from die Uroke of the 
** firing when loofed upon it, and the coat fronv wcar- 
« ing} aqd the other, that the firing gliding ih^ply 
*' and. quickly ofF the bracer, may make a (harper 
** Ihoot. For if the firing (hould light upon the bare. 
** fleeve, the (Irength of the fhoot would flop and die 
^* there. But that it is beft, in His judgment, to give 
*^. the bow fo much bending, that the firing need never 
'' touch the arm; and confequently, that a bracer fhould 
*' become ncedlefs: as was praftifed by many good 
" archers with whom he was acquainted, and whodid 
** not ufcany bracer. That in a bracer three things 
*' fbould be attended to ; that it has no nails in it, that 
" it has no buckles, and that it be fattened on with laces 
"without tags. For the nails will cut in funder the 
'^ firing, before the archer is aware of it, and fo put 
*' the bow in danger. Buckles and tag^ at unaware^ 
*^ will fcratch the bow, a thing not only unfightly but 
" perilous, by giving birth to frets. And thus, a 
** bracer is only ufed that the firing may have a ready 
f* pafFa^e." - 

Froro thcfc obfervations it fcems, th^t Afijhapfi docs 

P9? 
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not mean to fay that the bracer poiTdfles 4ny particular 
^quality, whereby it can, indcptn^ently, add any degree 
oifiarpnefs to the fhoot ; but only that it has that efFcft j 
iomparatively and when contraftcd with the non-elaf^ 
trcity of the cpat flceve.' 

But in order to determine how far the bracer 
anfwers to ^^Jecond purpofe noticed by Afchamj we 
muft firft afcertain, precifely, the inftant in which th^ 
arrow quits the^ring, after it is loofed: for if the arrow 
leaves the ftring before the latter touches the affli> then 
the bracer cannot pqffibly fer ve this feeond purpofe. On 
the other hand, if the arrow does not quit the ftring 
till the lait€r has touched the bracer; then it will be 
a queftion, how far the jar, which the ftring rcceivea 
the inftant it falls upon the bracer, checks or impedes 
the force, or diverts the direftion of the arrow. Ho^-* 
ever, it is apparent, that the arrow is projected from^ the 
ftring, ^s fbon as the latter reaches the point or line from 
which it is drawn: confequently, when the bow \% 
braced high^ or the archer, in holding it, turns his wrift 
Ibmewhat im&ards, the ftring can never touch the 
arm. 

The form or material of the bracer is not noticed by 
Aicham, '■; His anootator (Mr« Bennett) ol^rves, that 
this account of the bracer h fomewhat obfcure, and 
that it feems to have been a kind of clofe fleeve laced 
upon the arm. And he remarks, that thofe who write 
of things well known, feldom extend their care' to time 
in which they may be known lefs. This obfervatipn, 
although evidently not made by one acquainted with, 
archery, may account for many of the deficiencies which 
are obfervable in the Toxophilus: yet, as archery was, at 
the time Afcham wrote, falling faft into decay, and he 
appears to have, taken great pains to revive the art from ' 
its languid ftate ; it Ihould feem, that the circumftance 

I 4 might 
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might have led him* to have been the more particular 
in the minutide of it. . 

We may well fuppofe, that the aneient bracer ^as 
very fimilar, in material and forun, to that which is ufed 
at this day. The modern bracer, is compofed pf a piece 
of ftout leather, poliftied on the exterior fide. In form, 
it is either oval or like the half of a coat flceve. The 
colour is either black or brown. The fiz^ of the bracer 
depgnds upon that of the arm, and the manner of holding 
the bow; for good archers (who hold their bows always 
fteadily and alik^ when they loofe the arr6w) find that 
the ftring generally ftrikes nearly in the fame place, and 
can therefore (hoo with a fmall bracer : but in Ihooting 
with much elevation (as at Rovers), the arm cannot 
be fo well guarded by a very fmall one.. Some modern 
archers have made ufe of a plate of bdrn fajftened on 
the bracer; while otheri have glued fmall pieces of 
hard wood upon woollen cloth, having the fides op* 
pofed to the ftring . made round, in order that the 
ftring might h^ve the fwifixr paflage in its return: but 
jthe leathern bracer is thd moft commpnly ufed. 

More might be faid of the bracer, but as archery 
yet^flourifties, and this part of ab archer^s accoutrements 
is very fimple ^nd generally known, the young archer 
jis referred to the'bow-makers who fell them. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



OF THE SHOOTING-GLOVE. 

life of the Shooting'Gliwe — Ancient Shooting-Gltwe-^ 
Modem Shooting-Gloves — Materials — Fingers ufed 
in drawing the String — Handle of the Bow formerly 
wajced—Now cohered with Velvety Shag or worfied 
Lace. 

'' A SHOOTING-GLOVE, fays Afcham, i$ 
^^ -^^ chiefly to fave a man's fingers from being 
" hufti tjiat he may be able to bear the (harp ftring tQ 
*' the utmoft of his ftrength. When' a man flioots, 
^' the might of his (hoQt lies on the foremoji finger and 
*' on the ringman-, for the middle finger, which is the 
*' longeft, like a lubber ftarts back, and bears no 
, ^^ weight of the ftring in -a manner at all Therefore, 
*' the two other fingers muft have thicker leather, and 
*^ that muft have thickeft of all, whereon a man loofeth 
*^ moft : and for fure loofing, the foremoft finger is mofl: 
*^ apt, becaufe it holdeth beft; and for that purpofc 
^' nature hath, as it were, yoked it with the thumbs 
" Leather, if it is next the flcin, will fweat, wax hard, 
** and chafe; therefore, /^/^r/^/, on account of its foftnefs 
** and thicknefs. Is good, to few within the glove (l)» 



(i) Afcham does, not, I prefume, mean that a fcarlet dye com- 
municates any peculiar degree oi foftnefs to cloth; but that fcar- 
let clbth, of a fine texture, was wiell fuited to tjiis purpofe. And 
Jhat fine cloth, oiany colour, would anfwer equally as well. 
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^V If that is not fufficient, but the finger is ftill hurt; 
•* you muft take a cerecloth, covered with a mixture of 
^ fine virgin wax and deer's fuet, and put next your 
" finger, and then put on your glove. If ftill you feel 
** your finger pinched, leave off/hooting ; both becaufe 
** then you will Ihoot ill, and, by little and little hurting 
•• your finger, it will be long ere you will be able again 
^ to take iip your* bow. A new glove plucks many 
•* a (hoot, becaufe the ftring goes not freely off: 
/* and therefore the fingers muft be cut fhort, and 
•• trimmed withfpme ointment, that the ftring may glide 
^^ well away^ Some, by holding the nock of their 
^ (haft hard, rub the (kin ofi'' their fingers: for this ^ 
•* there are two remedies j one, to have a goofc-quill 
•* fplit ^nd fewed againft the nocking (betwixt thC- 
•* lining and the leather), which too will much he^ 
•^ the fhoot: the other; to have a roll of leather 
•* fewed betwixt the fingers, at the fetting on of the 
" fingers, which will keep them To much apart, that 
•' they will not hold the nock fo tight as they did 
•* The (hooting-glovc has a fur/e, which fervcs to puf 
** fine linen cloth and wax in j two things nece(Jary to 
** a (hooter. Some men ufe gloves, or other fuch like 
^* thing, on their bow^harid^ to prevent its being chafed, • 
** becaufe they hold (b hard. But that' commonly 
•* happens when a bow is not round, but ibmewhat 
" fquare: fine wax will do very well in fuch a cafe, to 
^* lay where a man holds his bow/* • 

Thus fpeaks Afcham of the (hootiogrglove : but^ 
in modern times, various inventions for guarding the 
drawing finger^ from the efFeft of the ftring, have been 
made irfe of; of which every archer ufcs tha^ one 
which, upon experience, he finds fuits him beft.' The 
following aie thp pioft generOilly ufed; viz, 
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' f. Thtjbo^ting'glove; which confifts of fingcr-ttaHs 
faftcncd to thongs buttoned round the wriftj and 
may be ufed with or without a glove. 
a. Finger-ftaUs ', fcwed to a common glove. 
3. The tabi which is^ a piece of ^^?/ leathci^ into 
which the fingers arc let, and which lies on the 
hfjide of the hand. 
The beft leather for each of the above, is what is 
called horJC'hutt leather, drefled on that fide which is 
xifed outwardly. 

We may here notice, that Afcham (peaks of thru 
fingers being ufed in drawing the bow. Shooting with 
two fingers only is much ufed in modem archery 1 
and probably was praftifed in Afcham's time, al- 
though he lias omitted to mention it. It is faid. By 
fome very excellent archers of this day who'fhoot with 
only the two firft fingers, to be the moft fcientific mode of 
(hooting, and to infure an eafier and cleaner loofe, and 
confequently^ more certainty, than (hooting with (hrec" 
fingers: but in roving and (hooting with very ftrong 
bows, three fingers have, with moft men, been deemed . 
to po(refs the greater power, and accordingly are then 
generally- ufed (2). 

As to the holding the bow: wax muft certainly 
unite the hand to the bow very firmly. However, for 
at leaft a century paft, the handle of the bow has been 

» 
(2) Soft and flefhy fingers being not fo well calculated to loofe 
the ftring cleanly, without being fometimes hurt by it ; it may be 
found neceffary, for thofe who have fuch fingers, to cafe the twQ 
firft by ufing the third finger with them. But when the third 
(or r'lngman as Afcham terms it) is very ^ongt or ftiiF, it will be 
found often to hang too much on the ftring ; and therefore 
iftould be ufed as little as may be. The Turks, Perfians an^ 
^o^uls, who ufe the horn bow, draw with their thumb only. , 
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covered with velvet, (hag, or worfted lace, which feivcs 
fiifficiently well to fix the bow firmly in the hand^ efpe- 
cially as mod archers wear a glove on their bow hand. 

The Tmrje noticed by Afcham as forming part of 
liht Jhooiing'glove^ muft furely have been very inconve- 
niently placed. A waxed cloth to rub the bow and 
ftrtng ;^ with a faiall file to trim the head and nock of 
the arrow J fpare firings, &c. generally attend an ar- 
clier: but in thefc days, he would ncfver think of put- 
ting them into \i\% Jhooting^glove^ 



chAp- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



OF THE STRING. 

Importttnce of good Strings — fPTiether the String 

Jhould be made of Hemp or Silk — Strings how made 

— Different EffeBs of thick and thin Strings— 

Of whipping Strings and preventing them from jhon 

wearing out. 

ASCHAM fays but fittlc of the ftring, contentiag 
himfelf with gbferving, " that, ahhough appa- 
" rently a trifle, it is of much importance; as a bad 
*' ftring breaks many a good bow, and nothing half fo 
^ many: and that becaufe a:n inexperienced man 
** may be more cafily. deceived in the choice of his 
" ftring, than of his bowj that ftringers Ihpuld be 
" the more diligently looked after, by the proper offi- 
« cers.^ 

Whether the ftring fliould be made of good hemp, 
as they were in his time,^ or of flax or filk, Afcham 
leaves to th^ determination of the ftringers. 

It cannot be coUefted either from record or tradition, 
that any other than hempen firings have been ufed for 
Englifli bows. Indeed filk was not brought into England 
in any quantity tiir the fixteenth century : yet a very old 
ballad (which mentions Englifli archers) has the fol- 
lowing line; 

" Thcyr ftringes ofjilke ful fure." 

Jdam Bel/y iffc. Part i?. I. 126. Perc/^ 
ReU/j[. of anc. Eng, Poetry. 

■ - . ' U 
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if (ilk was ufed, the ftring muft either condfl: of a 
number of threads bound at intervals (as thofc ufcd 
with the Turkilh, Pcrfian, and Tartar bows, in which 
cafe it would be too thick for the nock of our arrows); 
or of raw filk twifted, which probably would an- 
fwer for this purpofe, if the fibres were long enough^ 
and the claftic quality of filk could be diminiihed.- 
The Italian hemp ij obferved to make the beft firings, 
being ftronger in texture and .having longer and finer 
threads than moft 6ther kinds. We may recoiled, that 
Sir John Smith (ante, Part i. Cb. ii. fee. i.) obfervcs, 
thdtthe ftrings, even of ftrong war-bows, when made 
of good hemp, did feldom break. 

The ftring is made of the longeft. threads of the 
faemp, twifted very tight ; and afterwards, as Sir Jojin 
Smith notices, rubbed with a kind of water-glue, to 
prelcrve it from wet. Thd eye (which is that part of 
ihe ftring that occupies the upper horn of the bow) is 
firft made; and is fomewhat the thickeft part; the other 
end- is generally without any eye (though . ftrings have 
lately been made with two eyes, which anfwer well 
enough) : and, when put on the lower horn,, is made into 
a twifted knot or noofe, termed, and much ufed by 
tbof^ employ^ in moving timber, a timber bitch : as 
the tighter it is drawn, the more fccwely it holds. 

Afcham makes a diftinftion, which appears to be 
worthy of attention, between great and little (he means 
ibick and. thin J ftrings ; the great ftring, fays he, " is 
** more /afe for the Bow, more fure to pri^k with, 
" but o( Jlower c^z 2ind xhc little ftring dirc£Hy the 
** reveffe; not fo fafe, therefore to be taken oiore care 
" of, left, by being lopg uftd, it break tte bow:. 
** more fit to flioot /^r, than apt to prick near.'* 
Therefore, when you are acquainted with the nature 
both of the great and fmall ftrings, you muft fie your 

bow^ 
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bow accorfmg to the octnfitm of yotit (hooting; and 
(as no doubt Afcham meant) to ihtjlrength of your 
bow. For in ftiooting great diftances^ as at nyt^s and 
JHgbu, when a longer arrow is ufed than at fliort lengths, 
^nd the bow is much elevated, the ftring itwft be 
ftrong, to refift the great tenfion and jar which k is 
to fuftain. With rcfpeft^to the large ftring (hoot- 
ing tht /urejt, it may be obferyedj that when the 
ftring is flnall, but ftrong enough to hold the bow, iSit 
tt^Jbippbig at tht mcking point may be made as thick as 
the nock of the arrow will admit of, by which nneahs, 
the thin ftring may, poffibly, become more certain in 
the caft. 

Bow ftfingsare always whipped (that is wrapped) at.^ 
the mdting pointy and a little above- and betew it, ge^ 
nerirfly the breadth of the fingers ufed io drawing, with 
fine twine or (ilk,.firft waxed. This whipping anfirers tWb 
purpofes; that of filling the nock of the arrow (which 
(hauld always (ct rather tight on the ftring) and (aving 
ttRc ftring from wearing atthat place. Spmc archers alio 
whip the eye and mofe of the ftring and a litdc faebw 
(each, adding a flight covering of gum or glue to the whip- 
ping, for the latter purpofe. And in, whipping, are 
careful, when the ftring is fufficiently ftrctched (for 
moft new ftrings will give a little) to whip the precifc 
point on whidi the arrow (hould lie, (which is called 
the nocking point) with i»hite and on each fide with coloured 
filk or thread, that they may always nockexaftly^ Catgut , 
2adjilver^wire hBVCi by fbme modern archers, bein tried 
£>r this purpoie : but, being harder than twine or filk, 
they have been found often to iurfi the nock of the 
arrow, when that goes on tight; and catgut, unlefs fij^ 
mqiftened, is diflicult to whip on the ftring. 

The nocking part of the ftring fiiould be waxed 
before it is whipped, that the whipping may hold the 

better: 
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better: and afterwards, the whole ftring fliould be waxedj , 
and alfo now and then rubbed with bees- wax or white wax, 
(though the former is mod generally ufed) to prevent 
its collefting naoifture ^and untwifting : the latter in- 
convenience is remedied by retwifting the ftring at the 
bottom end. 

After the ftring is put on, and fo ftretched that it 
does 'not want altering; the eye and noofe, if not whip- ' 
ped, may be flightly rubbed with moiftened Indian glue, . 
which will prevent their fraying. And the eye of the 
ftring may be faftened to the upper horn, by means of 
^ piece of twine or (ilk, carried through a hole in the 
latter : which will prevent the ftring from coming off 
continually at the lower horn, and thereby untwifting. 
Fine glove-leather or any kind of tape or binding,^ 
wrapped rouiid the eye of the ftring, will prefervc ic 
from being cut by the nock of the horn. 
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CHAPTER V. 

. OF THE BOW. 



SECTION 1. 



PFoods proper for Bows — Value of Tew as a B(/w^ 
wood — Superior Value of foreign Yew-^New Con* 
ftruStion of the Bam — Origin of ike Invention-^ 
Newly imported Baw-^woods-^Metal Binvs. 

WE now come to what Afcliam, with rcafon^ 
terms the ^W^ inftrumcnt of archery, the bowt 
though perhaps, ftriftly and mechanically fpeaking, .the 
bow and arrow cohftitute but one complete inftrumenti 
rf which each is but a component part, and ufelefe wheri 
disjoined. The fanie pbfervation, indeed, applies to the 
ftring. The bow, on account of its nature and impor-- 
tance will, in its independent an.d fevered form, deferve 
a-minutc defcription and attention. 

After noticing various kinds of bows, ufed by diiP- 
ferent nations j Afcham proceeds to enumerate the feve- 
ral kinds of woods proper for Englifh bowis. Among 
which, he obferves, that " Brazel(2)y ^^^i wych" (he 

(3) This word is, perhaps, a mi(print fot kazei: for, admitting^ 
that Br^iaiV-wood was iitiported into England in Afcham's time : 
yet, it was too brittle to make a felf-bow. But the former fup- 
pofition feems the moft fatisfadory ; as the ftatutes on archery do 
not mention Bra(il, but often notice iazel as a bow-wood. T^us, 
the ftatute of the 53 H. 8. c. 9. enacts, " that every bowyef 
•* (living without the City of London) for one bow of yew, 
•*,fliall make four of elm, wych, ^afil^ aih or other wood, apt 
5* for the fame/' 
• K means 
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means Wych-elm ) ^* and afh, are by experience, 
** found to make very indifferent bows ; and that 
** yeWy (which was in his time and had long been 
«* generally ufcd by the Englilh, aiftd bore the beft 
" price even among the Romans (4) for the pur- 

pofc 

(4) It does not appear, that during the period the Romans 
retained the dominion of the world, they had any other archers 
than what were Auxiliaries: all or moft.of which were^ Cretans, 
who, as was obferved, ufed the Scythian bow; and we find, it 
was the fort of bow^ upon which they relied for vi6tory, in th© 
fixth century. (Supra^ part \,ch, i,fec. 2.) This and the great 
Tartar bow feem to have bad continuance among them Ipng 
after the divifion of the Empire. It was, no ddubt, the latter, 
in the ufe oif which the Emperor Gratian exhibited fo much 
ikill. Gibbw^ vol. 3. p. 4. But we are told, that after the great 
flaughter of the Goths at the battle of NaifTus (anno domini 25 1), 
a fele6t body of the Gothic youth was received among the impe« 
rial, troops. lb. vol. i. p. 351. In the Reign of Conftantine, 
.according to Mr. Gibbon; the introdu6tioD of the barbarians into 
the Roman armies betame more univerfal. (vol. 2. p. 48.) And 
^e learn that the Emperor Alexius had Scandinavian guards. 
In a former part of thefe tra6ts {part i . note 8.) an attempt is 
made to tface the ufe of the i\mdcn bow, among the inhabi- 
tants of the north ; who, there is reafon to fuppofe, were ac- 
quainted with this primeval hovTy in very early times. Upon 
referring to the authority, which Aicham made ufe of when 
he obferved that yew bore a high price, among the Romans as a 
bow-wood; it is evident, that he lufFerdd himlelf to be mifled, 
and has quoted his author {Virgil) very imperfectly in the fol- 
iow\ngAa§f line:-^" Taxi twquentur in arcusi** (which is the 458 
line in the fecond book of the Georgics.) For he has omitted 
to notice the mod important word in the whole line,- which (lands 
thus : ** liyiaos taxi torquenlur in arcus." So that we find 
Virgil does not fay, that the Romans ufed the bow of yew, but 
that the Jtureans did. This people (who inhabited a part 'of 
Paleftine near Caelofyria) were celebrated archers, and formed 
part of Pompey's auxiliary troops at the battle of PharfaHa. 
Lucan Lib. 7. i. 230^ The Philiftines, indeed, are frequently 
Qotiiced in facred hiilory, as men very ikilfui in the ufe of the 
bow. And to this ancient people, who appear to have been a' 
very warlike nation, the invention of the bow and arrow has 
been afqribed. Univerfal Hijt, (anc, part) vol. 2. p, 220. The ufo 
of this ivooden bow was, no doubt, extended to feveral of tbofe 
tribes which Mr. Pinkcrton, in his DiJ/ktation on tie origin of the 
iytkiansf ' thinks proceeded weft ward, and peopled G^manyy 

italr». 
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'* pofe of b6w-making), was the befi of all others for ' 
^^ a bow" (5). 

The fupcrior value o( forHgn yew ai a bow -wood is 
recognized by ftatutes pafled in the Reigns of Edward 
IV. and Richard IIL which diredt that bow ftaves ihall 



Italj, Gatll, aTid the countries bordering on the Bdltic' Although 
we do not find much to guide us in our opinion, as to the timo 
when the Romans became acquainted with or ufed the wooden- 
bow; yet have we fatisfa6tory evidence of their halving been 
acquainted with its value in the fourth century. For Yegetius (a 
Roman General who lived in that period, and wrote his book on 
military affairs in the Reign of Valentinian), in treating of the 
different weapons proper to be ufed in the Roman army, fpeaks 
of the ' 'ioooden bow ; and with a feeming preference in compari« 
fou of other bows> in the following terms : " prope tertia, vel 
*' quatta pars juniorum, quae aptior potuerit reperiri,. arcubus 
** ligneis^ fagittifqu* luforiis, ad illos ipfos femper exercenda palos**' 
Lib. I. Chap. I ^, -■ ■ ■ 

(j) The wood of the palm-tree feems formerly to hav^ been a 
favourite material for bows, among many nations. Mofelej^ p. 5 !• 
But Afcham f)bferves, that ** we had no experience of it." And>^ 
fpeaking of the cornus^ (of which the Lycians made tlieir bows) 
fays, " As (Joncerning the name of it in Englifh, I cah foonet 
•' prove that other men pall it falfe, than I can tell the right 
** name of it myfelf." ^ Mr. Mofeley calls it the cwnel trecp 
Afcharti adds, *' it is as hard as horn, and very fit for fliafts.'* 
Afcham, quoting Heroditus, informs us, that the Indians made ; 
very-flrong bows, of a large reed. But no doubt, Hefoditus alludes 
to the hambbo^ of which bows are dill maJie in many parts of the 
Eaft. The inhabitants of Maicadavar {hoot arrows, ffoiii bows of 
this^ wood, a very great diftance. Turner^ s Narrative of the EmbaJJj^ 
in Tibet in the year 1783. Printed 1800. We are told, that the 
bows of the Laplanders, which dre fo ftrong that the flouteA 
Norwegian cannot bend them, are made of ^r glued upon birch* 
Experiments have been tried of late years, to make a good boMT 
Witi'j^r, but it Totally failed to anfwer the purpofe. Probablft 
if fir is ufed by the Laplanders, it is bent vi^hen it is green, and 
.wheiJ the fap is rifing. Mr. Curtis, in his defcriptidn of, the ufes 
of tl\e laburnum {Botanical Magazine ^ vol. 5. PI. 1 7c), adds a 
note, Vherein he obferves, that Matthiolus fpeaks of the wood of 
tiat tieti Sis being particularly ufed for making the befi kind of 
bows. M^. Waring, who made the experiments, above noticed, 
with fir, alfo tried the effeft of laburnum for this purpofe, but 
with no better fuccefs. He made fome bows of the ilex, which 
"anfwer^d better. 
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be imported froyn Venice ; and particularly by the fta- n 
tute of the 8 Eliz. c. lo. which regulates the price of 
bows, aftd direfts that when a bow of £ngli(h yew is 
ibid for is. a bow of fomgn yew may- be fold for 
6s. Sd. 

From the time when, archery was firft introduced 
into Britaioi to the days of Afcham, we do not find, 
that any other bow, than that formed of ene piece of 
wood, was ever ufed. Had any other been known^ no 
doubt Afcham would have taken notice of it, in his 
Toxophilus J but his filence upon the fubjieft may afford 
us a reafonable aflfurance, that, in this kingdom, n6 
pther was then ufed or known. Since the time of 
Afcham, a moft important difcovery in archery, by 
Yncans of a new method of conftruAing the bow, has 
been made in this country. It is an obfervation no 
jcfs true than trite, that neceffity is the mother odnven'-^ 
tioti', and we know, by experience, that (bme of the 
mt)ft valuable difcoveries and inventions in the art* 
have been owing merely to accident : fo it has happened 
wich archery. We find that, in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, a complaint was made to gcfyernment that 
the foreign merchants, who by an aft of parliament 
paflcd in the twelfth year of the Reign of Edw^d I V» 
ch. a. wd a fubfequent one in the firft year of the reign 
of Richard III. ch. ii. were obliged, with every butt 
.of Malmfey or Tyre wine, to import bow-ftaves, {four 
by the firft and ten by the laft mentioned aft) had 
long neglefted to pay attention to thefe lafts: and 
that, when called upon to perform the injunftidn laid 
upon them, they alledged, that the importatiqn of bqw- 
ftaves had long been difufedi and that the country, from 
whence they were brought, was then in the hands of 
the Turks. See Stow's Survey of Londm^ vol. 2. >. 5. 

cb. I J. 
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ck. 13 (6). As the ufe of the miifket was then gaining' 
ground, arKi, indeed, Toon afterwards entirely fuperfeded 
that of the bow in war; we may fuppofe^ that very few, 
if any^ bow-ftaves were imported after the Reign of 

i Elizabeth: 



(6) Malmfcy wine was chiefly the produce of Crete, but 
the Venetians were in pofleflion of tli^t illand, from the middle, 
of the twelfth or beginning of the thirteentb ta the middle of 
the feventeenth century. So that, had the yew, which they had 
been accuftomed to bring into England, grown in Crete, jthe. 
merchants would hardly have veqtured to have made a falfe 
allegation. Before the Portuguefe difcovered a paflage to India 
by the Cape of Good Hope, the Venetians purchafed the com- 
modities of the Eaft at Alexandria and other parts of the Levant, 
and diftributed them all over Europe. Hence, we may conclude, 
they brought the bow ftaves from thofe parts, and particularly, 
irom Tyre. In the Statute of 33 H, 8. (r. 9.) we find mention of 
^elk yew,, which Mr. ' Barrington fuppoies to mean elS yew; the 
flattite of the 13 Eliz. r. 14. refpe^ting the importation of bow— 
(laves, including the merchants from the eaft parts and the Hans 
Towns. And Sir John Smith qbferves, that the Ea/ierlings had 
great quantities of yew. Harl. MSS, Tne Eafterlings or Eafter«^ 
land merchants were a company of merchants called commonly, 
in Queen Elizabeth's time, merchants of Elbing ; becaufe there 
they firft feated themfelves. Stow. Survey of Lonion^ vol. 2. b. 5. 
c. 1 7. We alfo find mention of Spanifti yew, of which our bows 
are fometimes faid to have been made. Stow informs us, that 
the people of Caftile purpofely deflroyed t&eir woods, and pro- 
vided by law that no luch wood (hould be preferved. However, 
againft the reply of the merchants, it was urged, that the Italians 
ihould be compelled to bring in bow-flaves from the^^7r/j adjoining 
to F'enice and thereabouts ; becaufe the fine/i and beji yew came from 
thence. Survey of London^ vol.2, b. 5. ch. 13. The yew tree is 
a native of mofl parts of Europe ; but yew of the growth of the 
Eart^rrt countries feems to have been the moft efleemed for the' 
purpofe of bow-making: poffelfing, probably from the warmth* 
of climate, si cleaner texture and greater elafticity, than that 
which is found in colder regions. Yet, Englifh yew, eve^to this' 
day, occafipnaily affords fome very good felf-bow flaves. 

The yew tree was, no doubt, during the reign of military 
archery in this country, much cultivated in England. Lord! 
I^yttelton fays, that Fitz Stephen, fpeaking of the foreft of Mid-r 
xflefex, takes notice, that it was full of yew trees ; the g'-owth of 
wjiich was particularly encouraged in thofe days, and for many 
fucceeding ages ; becaufe the wood of tftem was efleemed the 
beft for making bows. Vol. 3. p. 274. But it is obfervable, 
- > ■ K 3 ' • tliat 
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Elizabeth; although the long-bow ftill continued to be 
ufed, as an inftrument of amujement. In all probable ■ 
lity, archery would infcnfibly have died aw'ay, or been 
very languidly pradifcd in this kingdom after that 
period; had not the bow-makers, for want of foreign 
yew, hit upon the following expedient (7). Finding 
that Englilh y6w was, in general, too full of knots to 
make good bows of itfelf; they tried the efFeft of 
uniting a piece of tough and fpirited wood to the yew$ 
the experiment exceeded their expeftation, (for. it 
brought the infide of the tree into ufe), and Kelfal of 
Manchefter, the oldeft and bed bow- maker of his time, 
ajQfcrted, that after hck'd-\>ovf$ (for fb bows of^wo pieces 
were called upon this difcovery, to diftinguifli them 
from the firft fort of bows, which from that time received 
the title pf ji9:^-bows) be^an tp l?e ufed, they wpr? 



tliat Fltz Stephen does not particularize >'«y trecf, but only fpeak- 
ing general!/ of this foreftj ufes the words, '*' /alius nemorofi" See 
Fitz Stephen's Defcript. of London with a commentary, Quarto edit* 
177a. p. a6. note 25. Indeed, it has frequently been fuppofed, 
Ipat the old yew trees, foroetimes feen at this day in church 
yards in England, were originally planted there for the purpofe of 
archery. But feme have a^gned Another reafon for their being^ 
/pund in fuch plaices : nan^ely, that in ^ncieiit times, the yew was, 
on Palm Sunday, fubftituted for the Palm, See a Paper on this'fuhi 
jcH in tie Gent, Mag, for the year lyy^. vol. 49. p. 578. The author 
of that ^^^r mentions an opinion ^ to which he did not incline, 
t}iat trees hw 4ften been planted in church yards to drfend the 
church from, the force ff the wind. However this opinion is fupported 
by the words of the ftatufe of the 35th Edw. I. {Stat. 2.) 

(7) Whether our Englifli artificers can fairly lay claim to origi* 
nality of invention in this difcovery, ifiay admit of fome doubt: fincc 
it appears, that tl^e Laplanders, as Scheffer informs us^ haye, for 
a }ong period of time, conftru6ied their bows of txuo pieces of 
wood} iaftened together with a flrpng glue made of the (kins of 
fiih. Sfhefferi Laponica. cap% 22. p. 244. This glue is, no doubt, 
the ifnglisys, the ufe and excellent quality of which, as a glue, is 
well linown in this country; ^nd particularly by the bow-makers. 
The firft back*d-bows, that appeared in England, were made by 
tlic Kelfals of Manchefter, about the epd of the fifteenth century. 

dccmc4 
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deemed fo much preferable to feif^bows, that fqr one 
of the latter, he conftantly made fifty of the former (8). 
For fome time after this new method of conftrufting 
bowd came into praftfce, yew was ufed for the belly of , 
the bow: fufttc^ a wood brought fromHifpaniola,-waa 
afterwards tried, and was found to make a much 
quicker boF than yew. And, of late years, the bow- 
yers have felefted from the different kinds' of woods; 
imported into this country chiefly for the ufe of cabinet- 
makers and inlayers, fome which make excellent bows : 
namely, a fpecies of Weft India cocoa- tree ; and a wood, 
called by Mr. Waring, who prifes »it beyond all 
other for backed-bows, dark-ruhy\ which almoft rivals 
the fuftic in the quicknefs of its caft, without partak- 
ing of the brittlcnefs^of that wood (9). 

(8) The backM^bow is not confined to a JingU back ; a duMe^ 
jjack, or rather an intermediate flip of quick calling wood, has 
been found to anfwer with yew exceedingly well. The art of 
Uniting two pieces of wood, in the conftru^ion of the bow, has^ 
given birth to a further expfiriment in archery. Bows have been 
made confiding of four pieces : (two of thera being half-lengths and . 
united to form the belly; the third being very ihort, and occu- 
pying the center of that belly ; and the fourth being the full length » 
and forming the back): and thus put together, they have beea 
found to make a very quick Ihooting bow, 

(9),Notwithftanding the great repute, in which, according to 
Mr. Kelfal, back'd-bows were held, and the excellence at which 
the bow -makers have arrived in the confiru6tion of them : yet, 
many excellent archers give the preference to \ht felf-yeiv-hcm % 
particularly when made of foreign yew. Some remarkable fine 
ftaves of foreign yew (faid to be of the growth of Switzerland) 
were imported into England, a few years ago; and which, at 
this day are in the highefl eftimation. In afcertaining the dif- 
ferent merits of the back'd-bow, and the feff-bow ; -it may be 
obferved, that the former is, by fome, thought lo be more plealant 
and eafy in drawing, particularly in the la^ inch^ and of quicker 
caft than the latter. Yet we know, by experience, that the 
beft modern felf yew-bows have never been exceeded in certainty 
or length of caft, by the bcfl modern back'd-bows. In this com- 
parifon we may remark, that the rmndnefs of the felf- bow feems 
to be an equivalent to. the peculiar confiruAion of the back'd bow. 
On one account, bows made of the hard woods have the ad* 
rajitage of the yew bows; the latter being liable to chrjfai^' sl cix- 
cumftiincc which foarcely ever happens to the former. 
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Sejf-baw$ have lately been made 6f Canada ytvi^ 
hance-woad and Cocoa- tree \ i^nd although bows of theie 
woods, in general) fiand well> and are not often liable 
to fret or chryfaU yet they by tio means rival, even th« 
pnglifh yew, in fpirit and pkafant drawing. 

As to bows made of metal \ Afcham tells us,- ^* that 
** fcripture makes mention of brqft bows; and that iron 
** bows and fteel bows had been of long time, and 
*' alio were in his time, ufed among the Turks: but 
*' that they muft needs be unprofitable. For if brafs, 
** iron, or fteel have their own ftrength and power, they 
*^ are far above man's ftrength ; and if they are made 
*^ equal to man's ftrcngthi their power to ftiobt with 
*^ is gone." 

There have been long-bows of ftecl made in thii 
country, by way of experiment i fome of which do now 
cxift. One of them was, a few years fince, tried at 
Lord Aylcsford's Gfound, in Warwickfhire: its power 
was computed to be aboutyfAi'/y pounds^ but it could not 
be ufed with eafe or good efFeft(io). ^The ufe of 
fteel-bows is attended with confiderable danger. Some 
years ago, a gentleman received a fcvere bruife, by the 
breaking of one when drawn. With refpedt to the 
bows of the ancients, which by the poets are called 



; (lo) In a former part of thefe TraAs {Part L ch, 3, fee. 3.) it 
bas been fuggeded, that bad tbe bow continued a military weapon 
in this country, it would, in all proba*biiity, have derived new 
powers, or at leaft, thofe which it is acknowledged to poffefo 
would have been increafed, by means of that perfection, which 
philofophy and the arts have now attained. Poffibly, the pfefent 
methods of working in and tempering horn and fteel might, under 
the Ikill of modern artificers, lead to fpraething highly beneficial 
to archery ; either by conneding thofe twa materials with wood, 
or by ufing them feparately and independently. The trial feems 
worthy the effort of genius: for ihould it fucceed, the bow 
might again become the fuperior and /ill-conquering weapon of 
war. 

golden 
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iddin bows and fther bows ; we hdvc fufficieiit: it^fbii 
to believe, that the poets, in fpctking of the boW, tiled 
thofe words meta^ericaltj. The atu:ient bows^ particu- 
\uVf thofe ufird by the eiiftena nations, were, pnJbably, 
covered (as thofe ufcd by the Turks, Perfiam, ^nd in- 
habitants of the Eaft are at this day) with a iadref of vsl- 
rious colouxs, intermixed with leaf gold and fthtf* Yet 
pbflibly, the ends of the^bows of the ancients wete fc^tnc- 
tiaies finifhedwith a pkte of filver or gold. See Momisr^s 
Defcription of th^ Bow of Pandarus* Pope's Homer. ' Iliad. 
P* iv. 1. 1 4 J. V > 



SECTION II. 
CHOICE OF THE BOW* 

Rules — DefeBs to be avoided-^-^Parts of Trees ufed in 
Bow-making — Ohfervatipns. 

IN the c&oice of a bow, Afcham furniflies us with thfc 
following obfervations : by way of introduction to 
which, he fays, " that as a bow pf yew mu&, for 
/* (hooting at the pricks, be made peifcd, becaufe that 
'" mark is certain, and mofl: certain riiles can be drawn ' 
^^ from it; fo, that fliallferve the purpofe of his re- 
^' marks.'* 

I. " That it be^^//, lo^g^ heavy, (ii) aad^rongi 
^^\y\ng ftraight not winding; not damaged with 
*' knot 'gall, wind'Jhake^ wen, fret, or pinch^ 

(ii) It is obfervablp, that the llghefi vtoq^% have the ^a/V^^^y^ 
caft. This obfervation applies not only to bows made of yew, 
but alfo to thofe made of oihei- woods; df which latter the fujik^ 
being the Jighteft, poffeffes thia quality of quicknefs in a fuperior 
degree, 

^- 2. "The 
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a. " The be& colour oi z bow is when the back 
" and belly in working are much alike (for fuch 
*' ofteritime3 in wearing proves like virgin wax or 
" gold): having a fine long grain, even from one 
^^ end of the bow to the other: the J&ort gram,^ 
*^ although it fometimes proves pretty good, is for 

, <* the moft part Mule.'' 

J. ** That it have pienty of wood in the banJi for 
, *^ if the ends of the bow are fthffi^fli, the belly muft 
" rf neceffity foon fret." 

4fc " Every bow is made either of z plant, of the 
*' ^^ifg^A, or of the bole of a /r^^ (12.). The 
^ ** ^^«f^ is cohfKnonly very knotty^ and full of 
*' ^/»j ; weak, of ////^ ftrengthy will foQn y%/&-ze? 
•^ /i&^ y?^^»?> and feldom wears to any good 
•^ colour: yet, for ch^dren and young beginners it 
" may ferve well enough. The plant proves fre- 
*' quently well, if it be of a good and clean growth j 

^ ** and, for the power of it, is quick enough of 
** caft : . it will ply and bend far before it breaks. 
'* The hole of the tree ia the moft itt^ from knot 
*' or pin, poffeffing a faft and hard wood, by re<- 
** fon of its full growth: ftrong and powerful in 
" the cafi, and beft for a bow, if the ftavcs arc 
^^ cleft even, and afterwards wrought, not ^(^rojs 
** the wood, but as the^rain and ftraight growth 
*' of the wood leads : or elfe, by all reafon, it 
" muft foon break, and that in many (hivers. 
" This muft be confidered in the rough wood, 
*' and when the bow-ftave is firft wrought and 
" fhapedj for, in dreflihg and trimming it up for 
" a bow, it is too late to look to it." 

(12) It is faid, that both the bow and the arrow ihoQld be 
taken from the fide of the tree which faces the eafi\ the grain of 
tlie wood, on that fide, being the fineft and drieft. 

To 
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To thcfe obfervations, AfcKam adds, ** that he doc* 
** not intend to meddle much with the fhating of a. 
'^'^ bow, left he ihould feem to enter into another man's 
*^ bxilrnefs: but advifes bowyers toy2r^j/J?» their ftaves 
*' well, and to give them the ncceflary heatings and 
** plenty of tillerings: and, with rcfpeft to the points 
** upon which he has touched, recommends the archer 
*' to truft to an honeft bowyer to put a good bow into 
*' his hands, fomewhat looking himfelf to the tokens 
"he has pointed out: and not to ftick for a little 
" more money for a good bow, than another wocrld 
^* give: for, that a good bow, twice paid for, is better 
" than a bad bow once broken" (13). 

Thefe remarks appear to be fo fufficient and plain, 
that little need be added by way of illuftration : but on 
this head, one obfervation occurs, which will, by ex- 
perience, be found trge^ namely, that the fnoall defe<5b 
\k^JretsorJbakes) in a bow, particularly in one that has 
been much ufed, are beft difcovered when it is ient^ 



{13) At the time of the late revival of archery, not more than 
one or two bow-makers coald be found ; and they lived in the 
North of England, Nand had not been in much pradice for many 
years. The family of the Kelfals of Matichefter, (who were 
always reputed the beft bow makers in England, and whofe tows 
are in great repute at this day) had followed the trade for many 
centuries, and was nearly extinct. Fortunately for the art, Mr. 
Waring, of Leicefter Houfe, had ftudied it under old Kelfal; 
* and was therefore enabled to purfue his rules in the formation of 
the bow: an ignorance of which has rendered abortive the at- 
tempts of many modern bow-makers. Mr. Waring's own inge- 
nuity, which was fecured to him by patent, has greatly improved 
ppon Kelfal's miethod of con fi rutting the back'd-bow, bymeans of 
a very mechanical engine: the ufe of which has enabled him to 
give iis bows a fuperior power, elegance and eiFe<ft,. And in juftice, 
it fhould be obferved, that archery is greatly indebted to him for 
numerous experiments in the art: and for the difcovery, felec- 
lion and ufe of woods, obtained with a difficulty and expence tdat 
have dcyterr cd many others from the ufe of them, which make re*^ 
^rkably fine and valuable bows. 

and 
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{Md by iookmg at it attentively in the Jmjhm ; and 
faffing the thunib and forerfingcr over it: which latter 
aft alone, once or twice repeated, .will in general de* 
feft them: lb critically trwe, in this relpeft, is the fen- 
fation by the tquch. 

With refpeft to Afcham's third Obfervation, " that 
** a bow fhoyld have plenty of wopd in the hand/' it 
may, indeed, be added, that a bow, which has not a 
frofninency in the center^ will neither poflefs a quidt 
iK>r zfar caft: which moft defirable qualities in a bow 
will be found to I'efide chiefly in thofe which are full in 
the hand, and regularly, and with nice proportion and 
fyiimetry, tapered to cach> horn. 



SECTION III. 



OF PROVING THE BOW. 



H(fw a good bow may be known and proved — How it 
is to be altered — B^eafons and Obfervations. 

TN the next place, Afcham gives us a method o( trying 
•^ ^nd proving a bow, before we truft to it:' " by (hoot- 
** ing in it in the fields, Siud Jinking it with dead heavy 
** Ihafrs; looking where it comes moft, and providing 
" for that place betimes, left it pinch and fo fret/* 
** When (fays he) the bow has beca thus (hot in, and 
** appears to contain good (hoo'ting-wood ; it muft 
" again be taken to a fkilful and trufty workman, to be* 
*[ cut Jhorteri /craped and drejfed fitter, apd made, to 
•' come circularly round: and it fhould be whiffed Hi 
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" the ends, but with difcretion, left it fnap in funder,^ 
" or elfe fret, fooner than the archer is aware of. He 
^' rnuft alfo lay xtftraightj if it be caft or need require: 
^* and if it be niade flat, he muft make it round-, by 
** which means it will ^oot fafter (or far (hooting, and 
**'alfo ht/urer for near pricking/' 

Afcham carries his admonition fb far, as to fay, 
" that a bow, which at the firft buying, without any 
5^ more proof or trimmingy is // and f(0 to fhoOt in^ 
" will neither be profitable to laft long, nor ytt plea/ant 
" to fhoot well." And, indeed, although frequent alte- 
ration of a bow, particularly as bows arc now mad<; 
with great nicety, may fbmctimes prove unneceffary 
and injurious; yet, experience proves, thataperfeft bow 
is not made at once. ^ 

With refpeft to a' bow being made rounds we muft 
recoiled, that Afcham fpeaks of z felf-hovr ; which, it 
feems, was made round as well at the iack as in the, belly: 
but back'd-bows have almoft always z fiat bark, to 
prevent their cafting. 

' It was an old cuftom to whip a bow at each end, 
and a litde over the horn, with fine thread or filk : in 
order, as is fuppofed, to preferve the glue of the horn 
from being affedted by wet, which might unfblVe it. 
But t^is praftice is now not known; and, if good gkic 
is ufed in fixing the horn, an^ the bow is; not kept in 
a damp place, it fcerns quite unneceffary ifor that pur- 
pofe. 
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SBCTlOi^ ^V. 



OF THE HANDLE. 



Pofition of the Handle — Difference of Opinion on ikii 
Head — Obferoations. 

IT has been mentioned, that, in Alchani's time, the 
middle of the bow was waxedy in order to fix it 
firmly in the hand ; and, that of late years, a covering 
of velvet, fliag, or worfted lace, had been ufed inftead 
of wax. The only point of importance, refpefting the 
handle of the bow, is the pofition of it, which Afcham 
has not noticed^ The Englifh bow-makers have, ge- 
nerally, placed the upper part of the handle from an 
hicb^ to an inch and a quarter above the exaft center of 
the bow; which of courfe makes the lower limb fo 
much longer. The reafon for thus placing the handle 
is, they alledge, in oider to make both limbs aft equally \ 
the preflbre, particularly when three fingers are ufed in 
drawing, being moft on the lower limb : but the bow- 
makers in Flanders, who make no other than felf-bows, 
on this account make the lower limb the Jlrongeji i and 
place the upper part of the handle precijely in the cent^ 
of the bow ; infilling, that an arrow is bed caft from 
the center: while the Englifti bow- maker contend^, that 
when the lower limb is tht Jirongefiy it muft of neceC- 
fity be the firft at home*, and confequently, ^ that as both 
limbs cannot in that cafe ad equally, they cannot caft, 
equally. This difierence, in the pofition of the hancilc, 

has 
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Ws beCR the fubjed of much difcuflion anrHHig moderft 
archers. Some of them' take the medium, placing the 
upper part of the handle fr<m\ one half to three quarters 
of an inch above the center: while others adopt the! 
Flemifli cuftpm. Indeed, it fliould feem> that as the 
point on the ftring from which we draw, muft always 
form a central point ; the placing the center of the bow 
out of that line, muft (by creating two centers of adion^ 
unlefs the bow is conftru6led with very great nicety to 
meet this principle,) caufe an erroneous efFedt, Confi-* 
deration too, muft fometimes be paid, to the difierenc 
manner in which men bold their bows, and make the 
fulcrumi. fome making it high, others low^ and other$ 
in the center of the hand. 



SECTION v# 



OP THE HORNS. 



Roundnefs to be obferoed in forming the Nock of the 
Horns — Method of placing the Nocks oftheHorm 
formerly iifed in Scotland-Ornaments for the upper 
Horn. 

ASCHAM has faid no more on this head, than 
*' that the nock in the horn fhould be tazdit rounds 
** to prevent its cutting the ftring." 
. In forming the nock, there was, formerly, fome dif- 
ference between the Englifti and Scotch methods. The 
old^ Scotch bowyers, even to the middle or clofc -of 
the laft century, made the nock of the upper horn on 

the 
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iktteppef 5r iow-hakd fide, itiA that of the fev«w fioffi 
' ^fti the «»^ or Jhaft^hatui fide only j in order, as it i» 
fcid, that the arrow might go cleaner and more freely 
from the bow. The EngKlh bowycfs; difregarding thit 
Method as of no particular advantage, have always mad^ 
lh<j center of both knocks precifely in the center of the 
back of both horns, bringing each nock equatfy round 
lOwards the belly of the bow. 

' The wpper horn of the bow may be ffiaped to a 
rery pleafing and piifturefque figure, in imitation of the* 
ftead of fome animal. This praftice is very ancient. 
(See engravings of the Saxon and Dacian bows in Mofeley^ 
Fl. i.) The head of the Aries (or battering ram) of 
the ancients, fo much admired in fculpture, cannot 
fail to aflFord a defirable ornament to the bow. The 
borns of the Flemifii bows are often thus ornamented. 



SECTION VI. 
ILENGTH OF THE BOW. : 

Mr. BarringtorCs Obfervations reJpeShtg thejiandard 
Length of the Bow conjidered — His Errors on this 
Head pointed out — Statute of 5 Edward IV. cited 
-^BejJiarks on that Statute — Objervatiom on the 
proper kngth of the Baw^ 

A SCHAM has omitted to inform us what was the 
*^ pfopcv Jlandard length for the bow. He firft di- 
Fe6ts us to choofe it long : and, after proving it, to hav€' 
n c\}t porter*/ but hdix/fiort he docs not mention. • ' 

Mr. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC < 



J 



• Mr/ Barrington 'tells us, thut the regulation of the 
Iriih ftatute of Edward IV. vr5:, *« That the bOw fhall 
*' hot exceed the height of the man^ is allowed by ar- 
'* fehers, to have been tn^ell confi4ered: and as the arrow 
^ fhould be /&^ the length of the bow, this would 
'^ give an arrow of a yard in length to thofe only, 
^' who were fix feet high.** In perufing this obfcrva- 
tion of Mr. Barrington's, it muft occur, notwithftand- 
ing we (hall find it received as good authority by Mr. 
Mofeley, and other late writers on archery, that it is by 
no means fatisfaftory: for it gives to a bow oi five feet 
fix inches J the common height of a man, ^n arrow of 
two feet- nine inches ; which, furely no archer ever 
thought of attempting to draw to the head in a bow of 
only twice its length; Unfortunately for Mr. Barrings 
ton, his Trad on Archery is, throughout, replete with 
errors. Upoh referring to the ftatute in queftion, 
(which is the 5 Edward J V. c. 4.) we Ihall find it penned 
in the following words; viz. ^* that every Englilhman, 
" and Iriftirtian that dwell with Englifhman, and fpeak 
*^ Englifh, that be betwixt" fixteen and fixty in age, 
*^ (ball have an Engli(h bow of his own length, and 
*' onefiftmele at the leafi betwixt the necks ;'* [fometimes 
in old MSS. fpelt nicks' and fi(tnf>ele called >handfuQ 
** with twelve (hafts of the length of three quarters of 
*^ the ftandard'' Had Mr. Barrington confulted this 
ftatute, he would, furely, have deemed, the words par- 
ticularized too important to be pa(red over unnoticed; 
and muft have fccn the error of his own opinions, or 
of the opinions of thofe from whom he borrowed upon 
this occafion. We cannot eftimate the breadth of 
an ordinary man's fift at lefs than four inches : but 
the ftatute adds " at the leafiy\ fo that, according 
to this ftatute, the bow for a man five feet fix 
inches high, was to be nearly if not qviitey?;; /^^/*be- 
' L twixt 
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twhct the naeh. In the prefent ftate of arch^ry^ tvhcn 
the Idigth <rf the arrow does not often exceed twenty- 
isine |nefaes ; we feldom u(e bows, longer than five feet 
ten inches; more frequendy thofe which are aniach, 
and, generally, thofc which are two inches ftiorter* 
Biitf circumftaoces conGdered, five feet nine inches 
fcems to be a very fit length for a bow; when the 
arrow is not fhortcr than twenty-feven, or longer than 
twenty-nine, or, at the mqfi^ thirty inches. It is in* 
deed, faid, that a bow Q{fn)e feet eight inshes (or two 
inches fhorter if the bow will ftand) will caft an arrow, 
of the length of twenty-feven inches, further than a 
longer bow will caft the fame or a longer arrow. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OF 4IIROWS. (14) 



SECTION I. 



Different parts of a Shaft- — Woods proper fw Stdes--^ 
Rules to be obferoed in making Steles — Woods pro-^ 
per for War- Arrows — Woods ufed for Steks in 
modern Archery -^Their different Qualities. 

" A SHAFT/' fays Afcham, " hath three prmcipal 
" -'^ parts, the /<?/?, the feather , and the hea^-, of 
** which each muft be fcverally fpoken of*" 



(14) Arrows have been ufed for various purp^fes. Mr. Mofdef 
has eBumerated feveral ufes, to which >he arrow was applied by^ 
the ancients; as divinatiw^ foothfayingy sndhy vf ay of commuHtcatim 
and JignaL Pliny gives us the following account of a moft extra* 
ordinary power, which the ancients afcribed to them. " Sagittas 
** corpore edu^as, fi terram non attigerint, .fubje<^as cubantibus, 
** andatorijini eife, Orpheu& et Archelaus fcribunt? H^> Mundi. 
Lib. xxviii. cap. 4. A not unfimilar and magical power wa» 
affigned to arrows, by the bigots in this country, in the reign of 
Oueen Mary. Scot, in his Difcwery of Whjtchcraft ^ mentions «* 
chanted archers ; particularly a poor fellow at Maljing, in Kent^ 
who by one of Queen Mary's juftices was punifhed, for fhooting 
with flies or familiars, or enchanted arrows^ becaufe he could wia 
^wo or three ihillings a day at the butts. 

Mr. Mofeley has given us an ingenious method of Bring a gon^. 
by the difcharge of an arrow., M^el^^ p. 209. 

L 2 <* Steles 
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^ Steles, arc made of various woods : as 

« BrafiJ. «f Birch. « Black-thorit. 

" Turkey-wood* ** Afh. '' Beech. 

*' ]?uftic. " Oak. " Elder. 

" Sugar-cheft. " Service-tree. ** Alpu, 

"Hornbeam. 'V Alder. «* Sallow." (15) 

^^ Thefe woods, as they are moft commonly ufed, fo 
** they are the moft fit to be ufed ; yet fpme one fitter 
»*' than another, for different men's (hooting; as fhall be 
** told afterwards/' 

" A ftele muft be well fealbned, to prevent its 
^Vcafting; and Ihould be made as the grain lies, and 
** as it grows, or it will never Jly clean. A knotty 
*^ fteel may be fuffered in a large (haft, but is not fit 
** for a fmall one; both becaufe it will never fly far, 
*? aod is ever in danger of breaking. It does not fly 
" far, becaufe the ftrength of the Ihoot is hindered 
." and flopped at the knot : as a flone caft into an ?ven 
/J ftill water, will make the water move a great fpacci 
** yet if theVe is any whirpool in the water, the moving 
" ceafcs when it comes to the whirlpool: which is. 
'* not unlike a knot in a ftiaft, if it is con fidered well. 
" So every thing, the plainer and ftraighter it is in its 
'^ own ndfure; xht fitter it is fot^ moving far. There- 
^ fore, a ftele which is hard to ftand in a bow, without 
*^ knot and ftraight, (I mean not artificially ftrait as 



• (15) Among the Eaftern nations, a ft iff reed or banoboo was 
forrnerly the moft ufed for arrows'; which induced Pliny to ob- 
lervc, that the reed hiiA conquered Aal/iht world. (See anfe^ part r. 
ifdte 58.) The Cornel tree was not tnuch lefs celebrated for this 
fervice. ;^/bw. The ancient Scythians ufed deal. Mefeley^ p. wj. 
Among the Turks, deal is much ufed for arrows at this day. The 
Indiab reed or bamboo does not anfwer for our bows, being knotty 
and feldom. (trait; and, indeed, being of equal thickne(s,-jt ha* 
not fubftance enough in the chefl; iojiand (to ufe the archers term) 
in the Engliih bow. 
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*^ a Fletcher .makes it, but natutalfy ftraight as it grms^ 
*' is the beft to make a fhaft of; cither to go clean, 
^ fly far, pr ftand furely in any weather ( i6), 

" Now, how large, how fmall, how heavy, how 
*' light, how long, how fliort, a fliaft Ihould be, (paf- 
*^ ticularly for every man, feeing we muft talk of the 
*' general n2Lturt of fhootihg,) can not be told; an/ 
** more than a rhetorician can appoint any one fet of 
" words or figures, fit for every matter: but even as, 
" the man and matter rcquireth, fo the fitteft is to be 
" ufed. Therefore, as concerning thefe contrarieties in 
^^ a fliaft, every man muft avoid them, and draw to 
*^ the mean of them ; which mean is beft in all things. 



(i6) Afcham, probably, alludes to the metfjod ufed by tbe 
Fletchers, of making the wood ftraight, by means of Aeaf, tern^ed 
by ihem/uting. The ftraightnefs of an arrow is a very effential 
point, in its proper formation ; and may be afcertained by twirl- 
ing tbe arrow over the thumb nail: if it fpine fmoothly, it is 
ftraight, if otherwife, not. This method feldom fails to afford a 
trite criterion of its value and merits for flight. An eminent 
writer on gunnery (Robins) has given us the following cmious 
and philofophipal account of the aberration of a croohed arrow. 
*' If (fays he) a bent arrow, with its wings not placed in Tome 
*' degree in a fpiral polition, fo as to make it revolve round its 
** axis as it flies through the air, were ftiot at a mark with a true 
*' dircj^iop, it would conftantly deviate from it, in confequence 
** of being preflTed to one fide by the convex part bppofing the 
*^ air obliquely. Let us now fuppofe this defiedion in a flight 
" of an hundred yards to Be equal to ten yards. Now, if the 
*' fame bent arrow^ were made to revolve round its axis once 
** every two yards of its flight, its greateft deviation would tak^e 
*V place when it had proceeded only one yard, or made half a revo- 
" lution : li nee, at the end of the next half revohition, it wouid 
" again return to the fame diredtion, it had at firft; the convex 
** fide of the arrow having been once in oppofite pofitions. In 
** this manner it would proceed during the whole courfe of its 
** flight, conftantly returning to the true path at the end of every 
*' two yards; and, when it reached the mark, the greateft deflec- 
•' tion to either fide that could happen, would be equal to what it 
•"makes in proceeding one- yard, equal to t-It^^^ P^rt of the for- 
•' mer, or 3. 6 inches, a very fmall deflexion when compared 
*' with the former one." New Princifks of Gunnery^ «742- 
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'* Yet if a man happens to err, in iny of the ex- 
«* tremes J it is better to err,Jri want and fcantinels, than 
*^ in too great cxcefs. As it is better to have a fliaft 
^^ ^A With ioo Jbort, than over long i fomewhat /^^ %^/, 
<* than over-heavy, a little too Jmall, than a great deal 
<* too big. And to err in thefc contraries cometh 
** much> if men do not attend to the Jbrt of wood 
•V whereof the fh^ft is made: for^ (bme wood h proper 
'^ for this excejs, (bme for this Jcantinejs, and fome for 
'« the iv^m: as Braftl, "Turky-wood, fuftic^Jugar-cheft^ 
*' ^xAJugh like, make ^i^^a^, i^^^^^jy, lumpijhy hoblingjbafts. 
** Again, ^/^^, hlack'thom^Jervice'treey beech, elder, afp, . 
** and Jallow, (either on account of their wcaknefs or 
*' lightnefs) make hollow ^ ftarting, Jcudding, gadding 
'^ (hafts. But, birch, hornbeam, Jome forts of oak, and 
** fome forts of ajh, being both ftrong enough to ftand 
** in a bow, and alfo light enough to fly far, are beft 
*^ (or z mean. ^ And although I know, that fomemeh 
** (hoot fo ftrong, that the dead woods are light enough 
^* for them ; and others fo weak, that the loq/e woods 
'' are heavy enough fqr them ; yet, generally fpeakingi 
*' for the moft part of -men, the mean is the be(t, 
*^ Thus, no wood of its own nature is either too light, 
/* or too heavy; but as the fliooter himfclf makes it 
*' comparatively fo. For, that (baft which, one year, is 
*^ too light and fciidding for a man j for the fame rea- 
** fon, the next year, may chance to be heavy and hob- 
*' ling. Therefore, I cannot exprefs, except generally,. 
•* what is the beft wood for a (haft; but let every man, 
'* when he knows his own ftrength and the nature of 
*' every wood, provide and fit himTclf accordingly. 
** Yet, as concerning jheaf-arrows for war j as" I fup- 
'* pofe, it were better to. make them of good afb^ and 
" not of afp, as they are now a days. For of all other 
" woods, that ever I proved, ajh^ being big, xsfwiftefi, 
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and again heavy to give a great droke; \vhich q^ 
^^ will noldo. What hcavincfs dothJn a ftroke, every 
** man by experience can tell: therefore, afti, being 
" both fwifterand heavier, is more fit for flieaf arrows, 
'f thanafp"(i7). 

Thus far fpcaks Afcham on the woods proper for 
fliafts. In modern archery, only /i;^ kinds of woods 
arc commonly ufed for arrows: four light j viz. (kal^ aj^^ 
arbek and a fpecies of light wood, (probably poplar) 
brought from Flanders : and two heofoy^ viz. lime and 
Jamaica lance^imod. 0( the firft kind, the Flemifli 
arrows are in great repute : it is faid, they are made of 
that part of the tree which faces the eajl, being confe- 
quently the drieji.^ Deal (that is the yellow or red deal 
with the turpentine in it) makes a very good arrow, 
but is apt to wear and iplinter. Afp being lighter than 
vthis kind of deal, is the more ufed of the two.. The 
arbele, in appearance and quality, fo nearly refembles 
the alp, that fcarce any difference is perceivable in thefe 
two woods : however, the afp is the Jlifejl, and the 
arbele the moft fpongy. Ume is an excellent wood for 
arrows: |?ut unlefs highly dried, in which cafe it be^ 
comes britrie, it is fonnewhat too heavy for many bows, 
when, ufed at the target. It makes a very good roving 
arrow; .as does lance-wood, whichy being much heavier, 
is feldom ufed for any other kind of (hooting. Flight 
arrows are generally made of deal, afp or light lime, 
footed with lance-wood, or other hard wood. But, for 
vefy /mall and light flights, deal feems to be the moft 
eligible; as, being the ftifFeft wood, it ftands beft.in 
the bow. 

{17) Afp, being a very light Vood, is certainly not fo well adapt- 
ed for taar arrows. Arrows have, in modern days, been made of 
afh : but they were very indifferent and by no means equal to thofe 
mjidc of lime j wluch for war, feems greatly preferable to afh. 
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SECTION II- 
• ' ' ' > -k 

OF WEIGHING. AND I^AIRING ARROWS. , 

Jlrr&ws weighed and paired in fo^^mcr Times— N(m 
weighed by Trcy-weight-r-Adcantages of this Me^ 
thod — Scale of freight for Arrows ufed in different 
kinds of Skooting'^C&nfequence of Shooting witf\ 
Arrows of unequal Weights. 

ASCHAM is filent rcfpefting the ^weight of arrows; 
yet, the prafticc of weighing each arrow indivi- 
dually ^ agalnft a certain Jlandard weighty feenns to have 
Ibcen very ancient: the cuftom or by-law of the city 
pf London (noticed in Part 3, note 9) making men- 
tion of z found zxx^y^ . It is faid, that old Kelfal, of 
Manchefter, only paired his arrows; weighing one againft 
another by means of a double loop at each end of a 
ftick, which was made the beam of a balance. That 
our anceftors paid confiderable attention^ not only to 
the weight, but alfo to the mefits of each arrow, (which 
could only -be afcertained by a careful trial) we may 
CQlleft from the following authorities: 

" Their tl/vows finely paired ^ for timber, and for feather, 
** With birch and brazil piec'd, to fly in any weather.*' . 

Drayt. Poly-Olb. Sovg 26. 
** And Clifton with. a bearing arrow, 
" Hee clave the willow wand." (18) 

Robin Hood and Queen Catherine, Garland, 

Arrows 



(18) The inhabitants of, fome other parts of ^the world, where 
archery is ftill in ufe, pay a iimilar attention to the merits of their 
i^rrows. Captain Turner (fpcaking of the inhabitants of ^vlxsl^ 
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; Arrows arc now weighed with tte fame weights *J 
ftandard.filver, atad ^marked accordingly: fo that ail 
arrow equal to five ihillings troy or filver-weight, is 
called an 2irvosFf of fve Jhillings. This method is at- 
tended with many advantages: among others, it enables 
us to pair arrows to a very great nicety, and to deter- 
mine inftantly, what arrow we. fhall ufe for any bow 
and any length. By this means too, a clofer connection 
is made between the light and heavy woods. 

t It nj^y be proper to notice here the different weights, 
according to which arrows are ufually made, for the 
various diftances and kinds of (hooting; obferving, th^ti 
in arfhery, diftance is meafured hy yards or (as feems 
to have been the moft ancient praiScice) by roods, ^ 
rood confifting of feven yards and an half, north country 
tneafure: and,, that diftance is termed lengthy 

THE SCALE. 

Lengths. Weight of Arrows, 

s. d. «. d. 

4 Roods ( 30 yards) from about 4 o to 6 o 

8 ditto ( 60 ditto) ditto 3 6 to 5 6 

12 ditto (90 ditto)! jj ' o to 4 6 

16 ditto (120 ditto) J •> ^ lu ^ w 

Roving arrows are much heavier ^ and flight arrows 
much lighter, than others; the former generally weigh- 
ing from flrue (hillings to ten and qven twelve .(hillings; 
and the latter feldom exceeding four (hillings. Yet, tho 
above noticed weights are by no rtieans arbitrary \ bur, 
as Afcham has jufty obferved, " every man muft ufe 



dewar in Tibet) informs us, that Guep the father of the prefent 
Lama, has arrows famed for their remote and fteady flight ; which 
have names infcribed on each of them, and places afligned to them 
in a quiver in feparate cells. Account of an Emhajfy to the court of 
the Tefh^ Lama^in Tiket^ inthejear 1783. (Printed 1800.) 

^' fuch 
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^ Qkb an arrow a$ mottjuifs him, and is beft adapted 
<* to the nafure and fewer of his how" In another 
rcfpcft, the wdght of an arrow is an oly eft <rf* attention: 
£x, if an archer^ after fliooting for fome time (particu- 
larly at butt or target diftance) with two arrows of e^ual 
wdght, chang^3 one of them for another of much greater 
or much lefs weight 5 he wil), if he loofes equally, im- 
noediately find, that the heavier arrow of the two wiH 
{dWfiorl of, and the lighter one fly ^er the,mark; and 
diat it will require fome little pra£iice and fkill, to 
keep both to the mark; efpecially if that is at any dif^ 
tance. On which account, in archery, three arrows arc 
called 2, fain that, if one is broke, loft, or injured, the 
archer may have two (the number nfed at a timi) left 
of equal weight. 



SECTION IIK 
LENGTH OF TH^ ARROW. 

Length of the Arrow not noticed by Afchmti-^pimon 
refpeQing the Length of the Arrow compared with 
that of the Bow — Length of Flermjh Arrows — 
Reafons — Length of Arrows tc/edin difiant Shoot^ 
ing. 

."KTEITHER does Afcham notice the length of the 
-*^^ arrow. It has long been a received opinion 
among archers, that, when the bow is of the length of 
fve feet eight inches from nock to nock, the beft length 
for the arrow, if ufed at lejs than roving diftanccs, 
is twenty^/even inches including the filex and it may here 

be 
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be obferved, that, in fpcaking of the Icpgth of arr6w$ in 
general, the pile is included in the m^afure. Conforma- 
bly with this opinion, arrows havcy for many years paft, 
been made in England. The Fkmifh arrows are im$ 
inch longer, probably on account of their bows, which 
are felf-bows, being, in general, longer than our backed 
bows I and, confequently, following the firing mbxt^ 
In roving and Ihooting great lengths, we generally 
ufe a twenty-eight, fometimes a tweqtyrnine, and 
even a thirty inch arrow. For, when the bow, in 
ihooting, is much elevated, the archer finds the range 
and power of his drawing arm much increafed. 

We frequently ^nd mention of a ftandard arrow : (See 
Remembrance of a Shootingy {amo 158J) by fV. M. in 
W^ood's Bowman's Glory, Stow's Sidrvey of London j(i$gS) 
p. 77. Robin Hood's Garland.) This, no doubt, was 
the flieaf or war- arrow, maae after a certain (calc 
or pattern, long preferved in the exchequer, but alio 
long loft and forgotten. Among the numerous ma* 
nufcripts in the Cotton and Harleian coileftions, 
relating to orders in war, I have not been able, 
to find one wliich affords any defcription or acr 
count of the ftandard arrow. Moft of thofe orders* 
(particularly thofe iflued in the reign of Edward IIIl) 
diredt a certain number of arrows \competentes'\ to be 
made, without -any injunftion refpeAing their length or 
fize. In the old ballad of Chevy Chace and in the Gar- 
land, we read of arrows being ufed, fomc of which were 
a cloth yard and others an ell long. Afcham tells us^ 
*' that, at the battle of Agincowt> the army of Hen. V. 
" confifted of fuch archers (as the Chronicle fays) that 
** moft part of them drew a yard." Clement EdAnonds 
fays,, that in the reign of Henry V. the Englifti bow- 
men did commonly fhoot an arrow of a yard long^^^^/r 
the head. Similar fads are mentioned of theCorniih 
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^Rebels in the time of Hcrtry VII. by Hollinfhecf. 
Chron. p. 782; by Lord Bacorf, in his Life of that 
^Monarch I and by Carew, in his Survey of Cornwall^ and 
other hiftorians. Yet fome men, in thefe days, have 
doubted the truth of fuch reports : while others adniit 
the fads, but contend that the cloth yard was, at the 
time fpoken of, only thirty inches. An accurate 
attention to this fubjeft will convince us, that there 
feems to be very little ground to dilputc the veracity erf" 
fuch authorities. 

The ftatute of the Staple, made iri the a7th year of 
Edward III. (c. 10.) Enafts, "that there (hall be but 
" one weight, meafure and j^^^r^/ throughout the rcalnji." 
And the ftatute of the 18 Henry VI. c. 16. declares, 
*^ that there (hall be but one rtieafure of doth through 
*' the realm^ by the ;K^r^ and the inch, and not by the 
** yard and handful, according to the London meafure." 
And, by afubfequent ftatute (4Edw. IV. c. i.) broad 
doth was to be meafured by the yard and inch contain- 
ing the treadth of a man's thumb. To carry this part ' 
of the fubje6l ftill further, it may be noticed, that 
among the Cotton MSS. (marked Claudius,D. 2.) is a 
very ancient ftatute (which will be found in the Appen- 
dix to Runnington's Statutes at large, p. 27) without any 
<iate, intituled " Compofirio ulnarum et perticarum:** 
in which it is declared, " tres pdes faeiunt ulnam^^ 
After Various fearches among ancient manufcripts, for 
the purpofe of afcertaining the* truth of the fa6ts in 
queftion, I have been able to find only the following 
one, which applies to the inveftigation ; and which will, I * 
apprehend, be deemed of fufEcient authority to fatisfy all 
doubt upon the occafion. It is an extrad from a MSS. 
intituled " Affairs from Public Records. Defence of the 
*' State in the time of King Edward III. both "by Sea and 
** Landy gathered out of th^ Records by Robert Cottot^^^ 
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« 9th Ycai* of 1 " 2 Oftob. Rex mandavit maiori ef 

the Reign, y^ vi'cecomitibus comitatis illius, emi 

" et pVidere faciant CCC arcus bonos 

^' et fufficientes, ac cordas ad cos com- 

*' petentes: nee non quatuor dolia fa- 

^* gittaru' longitudinis mius ulne, dc 

** bono et ficco maerertiio 5 ac capita 

'* pro fagitris illis bene acerata, ct 

' ^^ falas* largas habentia. Et quod pre- 

*^ di6l' arcus &c. libe'nt*r conftabu- 

** lar' Turris Lond', vel cius locu* 

" tenenti per indentur'. m. 10. 

Mt(f. Brit. Bibl Cott. Juliuty c. 4* 

^ ' Pint. 2 F. 

It is true, that only very long bows wpuld carry (b 
lortg an arrow j and that only very long armed men could 
draw it to the head. So that this length could not be 
a gener_al ftandard for the army, but only for the talieft 
archers. And Sir John Smith tells us, that, in his time, 
it was the ufual practice for the foldiers to chufc their 
firft flieaf of arrows, and to cut thdfe fliorter, which 
they found too long for their ufe. Anjwer to Mf. 
Barwick. The ftatute of the 5 of Edward IV. (fee aTite^ 
p. J 45) direfts the arrow to be " three quarters of the 
" Jiandard.'* If this ftatute means three quarters of 
the Englijh elly then the arrow would be of the 
Jength of thirty- three inches and three-quarters: but 
if it refers to the Englifh yardy then> the arrow would 
be exaftly twcnty-feven inches. In all probability, 
the ftatute refers to this latter meafure,' in wKicH 
the pile or head of the arrow is included: as the 
arrows ufed in England and Scotland have time out of 
mind, uniformly been twenty-feven inches, including 



:* Probably alas. 
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rfi^ jmIc, An ancient Engliih iirow is oow i tcry great 
rarity, Mr/ Waring is in poflcffion of a number of 
ari'ows^ made precifcly after an ancient barbed ffieaf or 
wararrowy which he procured; and which appears from 
die (hape of the head, to have been in ufe when armour 
was worn. They arc two feet four inches long, from 
the nock to the point of the head j (the latter being two 
inches), are made taper-ftaped, and weigh about (even 
(hillings^ In the Leverian Mufeum is an iron arrow, 
twenty-nine inches long (including the head) and barbed, 
Which was dug up, fome few years fince, near the ruins 
of Harwood Caftle in Yorklhire. To follow conjefture 
relpedjmg its ufej it may, from its durable quality, have 
been kept as ?ifiandard arrow for the North of England. 



SECTION IV. 
FORMS OF ARROWS. 

Different forms of Steles fuittd to different Skoofers-^^ 

Reafons and Obfervations Principles of Arts 

drawn from Obfervations on the JVifdom of Pro* 
mdence in the Formation of Animals. 

" A GAIN,*' fays Afcham, " as no wood can be en- 
** -^^ tirely fit for all forts of ihafts i fo cannot one 
*^ fbape of the ftele be fit for every (hooter. For thofe 
** which are fmall breaftcd, and large towards the head, 
" (called by tl^eir liktnefs taper fajbiony rujh-grown^ 
** and by Ibme merry fellows bob-tails^) are fit for thofe 
*V who Ihoot underhand: bccaufe. they Ihoot with z/oft 

!' loofe, 
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** loofe, and force not a (haft much in the breads 
** .where the weight of the bow lies; as may be per- 
** ceived by the wearing of every (haft. Again, the 
** large breajted fhaft is fit him, who (hoots right before 
** him I t)relfe the breaft, being weak, would never ftand 
^' that ftrong powerful kind of (hooting. Thus, the 
<* unJerioHdmuAh^Lyc z/mall breaft, to go ckan away 
" out of the bowi and the forehand muft have a largi 
** breaft, to bear the great power of the bow. The 
^< (haft muft be made rounds nothing flat; without gall 
** or wen, for this purpofc. Bccaufe> roundne(s, wbc- 
*^ ther you take eicample in heaven or in'earthj is the 
<< fitteft (hape and (arm (or quick nK>tion; and f^rche 
** foon piercing anything: and therefore, Ariftotfe (ays, 
'^ that nature has made the rain round, that it might 
^ the more eafily enter through the air." 

In iUuftration of this remark of A(cham*s, we maf 
notice how often the principles of human arts arc de- 
rived from our obfervatiqns^upon the wi(dom of Provi- 
dence, in the formation of animals, and in the various 
gi(€s and inftin61:s which are beftowed upon them. 
We may, as the poet (ays, .** learn of the little NautUus 
« to/ail^'' and ** of the Bee to build the vaulted domei'* 
and draw, with fuccefs, our rules of archery from the 
rules of nature. We fee, that birds and fifties are larger 
in their middles than at their extremes, in orcfer that 
they may float upon and mave through their elenoents 
with facility. Hence, it (hould (eem, that a breajted 
(or high chefted) ftele is beft calculated for diftant flight, 
by floating XongtT in the air, than one tapered or made 
heavy towards the pile. Modern archers yfe the breafted 
fteks for moft lengths, and particularly for flights; and, 
"indeed, except for vtxy fiort lengths or in trough wind, 
that is the for'm moft generally preferred. 

SECTION 
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SECTION . V. 



OF PIECING SHAFTS. 

Reafpns — Origin — Utility. ; .^ 

i " . . i. 

ASCHAM obfcrvcs, that ^^ piecing a fhaft with 
*V bi^azi), holly, or other heavy woods, is to mak^ 
** the pile-end proportionally heavy with, the featberi 
1* in flying, for the ftedfafter fhooting. For, if the end 
^* was foil heavy with lead, and the wood ne^tt it light, 
•* the head end would ever be downwards, and ndvet 
*• fly ftraight. In piecing, two points" (by point, Af- 
cham probably means piley u e. the length of the pik) 
,^ are fufEcient to prevent the moiftnefs 6f the earth 
•* penetrating too much into the piecing, and fo 
^* loofening the glue.. Therefore, many points are more 
•* pleafing to the eye, than projitaUe fpr the ufe. Some 
*' ufed to piece their fhafts in the nocky with brazil or 
•• holly, to counterweigh with the head: and rhave> 
•^ lays he, ften fome for the fame purpofe, bore a hole 
•'^ a little beneath the nock, and put lead into it. But 
** yet none of thefe means are at all neceflary; for the 
** nature of a feather in flying, if a man mark it well, 
^^ is able to bear up a wonderful weight. And I think 
*^ fuch piclryig was firft introduced^ when a good archer 
** had broken a good fhaft in the feathers; and, ort ac- 
^* count of the partiality he had for it, was loth to lofe 
^* it: therefore he would piece it. And then, by and 
•' by, others, cither beeaufe it looked fmart, or becaufe 
** they would imitate a good archer, cut their whole 

« Ihafts 
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^' ftiafts and pieced them j a thing, in my opinion, more 
<* expenfiyc than ufefiil/* 

• Upon' the fubjcft of piecing arrows, Afcham fpeaks 
withdifcernmentj ^or, generally fpeaking, it is only a 
favourite arrow that is worth the experiment and ex- 
pence. Moft arrows, when pieced, lofe fomewhat of 
their original fpirit, and become more fluggilh. Lime, 
pieced with lance -wood or other hard wood, makes a 
very good roving arrow. 



SECTION VI. 



OF THE NOCK. 



Nocks of Arrows- differently made — Advantages and 
difadvantages of different Nocks conJidered-^Obfer^ 
vations on the double Nock. 

u rT^HE»(?r/tofthe(haft," fays Afcham, 'Ms diffc^ 
" -*- rendy made ; for, fometimes it is large and full, 
*' fometimes handfome and fmall: fometimes wide, 
" fometimes narrow, fometimes deep, fometimes ftial- 
*' low, fometimes round, and fometimes long : fome 
" fhafts have one nock, and others have a double nock; 
** each of which hath its advantage. The large and 
** fqll nock may be well felt, and many ways faves a 
** fhaft from breaking. The handfome and fmall nock 
'* will go clean away from the hand; the wide nock has 
** no advantage, but, on the contrary, often breaks the' 
" Ihaft, zxid flips fuddcnly out of the firing: while the 
" narrow nock avoids both thefe harms. The deep 
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" and long nock is good in war^ for fure hoping in the 
** ftring. The (hallow and round nock is bcft for ouc 
" purpofe in pricking, for clean delivery of ^ flioot. 
". And double nocking is ufed for douhk /ure/y of die 
" fliatft,." 

; Modern archery is unacquainted with the iiQui^k nock j 
but it is fupp9fcd to have been a crofs nock; in which 
cafc:^ one of the feathers mull have run on the bow. 
Probably, this expedient was confined to ^M'fows ufed 
in war : and, certainly, it was better that an archer, 
when in the field, Ihould have the feather of his arrow 
run on the bow, than his (haft rendered ufelefs by a 
broken nock. And yet, it is dilEcult to conceive how 
an arrow could be ufeful, if one of the nocks was broke: 
the breaking of the nock bften extending as far as thc\ 
feather^ which mud, in general, dcftroy the intention of 
the double nock. 

The nock is made by the infertion of horn into the 
end of the (haft. Sometimes the nock is made of folid 
horn: and fonietimes of the wood and horn, the latter is 
the leaft liable to burft. 

|n an old manufcript in the Briti(h Mufeum, (appa- 
;rently containing detached cxtrads from Afcham) i* 
the following obfervation; " (hafts pointed in the nnk 
" are more pleafing than profitable/* 
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SECTION Vll- 



OF THE FEATHER. 

Importance of the Feather — Obfervatmis on the Tea* 
thers of different Birds — Their different Properties 
in Archery — Value and Ufe of the Goofefeaiher 
informer Days — Merifs of the Turkeyfeather — 
Obfervations on the Feathers of the Goofe — Diffe- - 
rence of Feathers in the fame JVing—Reafons for 
paying Attention to the Colour of the Feather—* 
Feathers the mojl efleemed when dropped. 

AFTER obferving, that neither wood, horn, metali 
parchment, paper, or cloth, but only a feather is 
fit for a (haft ; Afcham tells us, " that the feather 15 of no 
" fnnall importance (i^), and that it requires great at- 

(19) Arrows without feathers cannot fly far, and are greatly 
afFefied by the wind- Afcham informs us, that among the anci- 
ents, the Scythians (according to Heroditus) were the only people 
known to ufe arrows without feathers. Many African tribes ufe 
fuch arrows at this day: but as they are generally infe^ed with 
poifon, they arc chiefly ufed again ft near obje<Ss. In the Turkifb 
quivers we fometimes And unfeathered fliafts,- which, being 
larger at the nock and tapered from that to a very fine point, fly 
but a very little way from the ftrongeft bow. Pollibly, they may 
be ufed, in teaching young fliooters the methodof drawing and 
)oo(ing the* arrow with eafe and dexterity ; and in order to fave 
them the trouble of following a feathered arrow, in its diftant 
flight. This fort of arrow might afibrd a curious • and not urt- 
amuflng conteft of Ikill mfar fliooting. It is faid, that if a light 
&aft is feathered at both ends, the wood being lightetl at the pile- 
end and the feather trimmed low at the nock-end and high at the , 
pile-end, and fliot againft the wind, that it will return hack 
agairu And, that a fliaft feathered in the middle will, in its flight, 
make a right angle. 

M 2 " tention. 
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" tcntion. lif you obferve," fays he, " the feathers of 
" all forts of birds, you will fee fome fo low, weak, and 
** fliort; fome fo coarfe, harfli, and hard; and the rib 

. ** (which is the hard quill that divides the feather) fo 
" brittle, thin and narrow; that it can neither be drawn, 
*^ pared, nor yet well fet on : and, cfxcept it be a 
*^ fwan's feather for a dead (haft, which I kndw fome 

. " good archers have ufed; or a duck's for z. flighty 
" which lafts but, one (hoop; there is no feather but 
" that of a goofe, which hath all advantages in it. And, 
" certainly, ztzjhort Butt, which fome men are ac- 
" cuftomed to ufe, the peacock feather doth feldom 
" keep up the (baft, either ftraight or level, it is fo 
*' rough and heavy : fo that many, who have taken them 
"'up for the fake of their gay appearance, have laid 
'^ thern down again for the fake of utility. Therefore, 
" for our purpofe, the gooft feather is the beft, for the 
." bed (hooter"(2o). . 

At 



(20) Afcham obferves, that as to the feathers of eagles^ where- 
with the unerring Ihafts of Hercules are reported to have been 
feathered : '* the eagles fly fo high, and are fo rare and difficult 
** to come at, that no regard had been paid to therti." Ih what 
eftimation the feathers of ^hofe birds have been held in the Eaft, 
we may learn from the following anecdote. 

" Oppolite to the town of Baba^agy, which is the feat of tlie 
" JBalha of Siliftria^ there is a mountain higher than the reft. 
•' There Jire found in the neighbourhood of this city, eagles (called 
" Glujigien by the Turks and Tartars) which are larger than 
■" all other birds ; and in fo great plenty, that the bow-makers, all 
** over Turkey and Tartary, are from thence furnifhed with fea- 
'* thers for their arrows ; although there are not above twelve 
'* quills (and thofe in their tails) that are fit for that ufe, which 
*^ are commonly fold for a Leottine. They are reckoned better 
*' for that purpofe than all others : and a fkilful archer does not 
" care to ufe any other. If a man has feveral arrows in his quiver, 
'* made with other feathers, and but one among them fledged with 
'* a quill of one of thefe eagles ; that one remaining untouched 
" will eat all the reft to the wood. And it feems to have been 

*' upon 
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At the tiAie Afcham wrote, turkeys were, perhaps, 
not very common in .England (21): or, if they were, 
yet it is probable, that the merits of the grey-goofe wing^ 
fo much celebrated both by our hiftorians and poets as 
the 2iTQ\i^x%. Jheet' anchor y were fo well known and fo much 
valued by the archers, that turkey feathers were not 
thought of, for arrows. However, the turkey fea- 
ther is, perhaps, of little lefs value for the purpofe of 
archery, than the. goofe feather: particularly as the 
former creates fome variety, at lead, in arrows; which 
we find Afcham approves of; obferving, that " when ' 
** you are acquainted with the p7'operties of different 
" feathers, you may fit ydur fhaft according to your 
" /hooting^ becaufe no one rule can fuit every man.'* 
The Flemijh arrows are chiefly feathered with turkey 
feathers ; and they have, of late, been adopted by oTSr 
Englilh flctchers. Nor have I ever heard the ufe of 
them condemned. They certainly poflefs a much 
ftronger texture than goofe feathers, and feem to be 
lefs aflFe6tcd by wet or moifture, which is unqueftionably 
an advantage (22). In variety and ftrength of colour, 
fome of .them being (in the naturalift's phrafe) beauti- 
fully barredy they far exceed thofe of the goofe j and 
they appear to take a dye much better. 

*' uppn account of this ftrength, that the Tartarian name of G/«- 
*' jigien was given to that kind of eagles." Bift, of the Othmatt 
, Empire, by Demetrius Cant imif^ f. 319, note* 

(^i) An old couplet fays, 

Turkeysy carp, liops, piccarel and beer 7 
Came in to England all in one year. 3 M^4* 

(»a) Goofe feathers, after they are put upon the fhaft, are ge- 
nerally covered lightly with gum-water, in order to give them a^ 
greater degree of ftifFnefs, than what is natural fo them. By which 
means they fly better and refift moifture the roc re. ^ It is faid, that 
if feathers are flightly waftied with a folution of gum^copal ia 
fpirixs of turpentine^ (in the proportion of one third of the forrner 
to two thirds of the latter), that they will become impenetrable 
by moifture and wet ; and, that fuch a varnifh will not impede 
the flight of the lliaft, or otberwife injure the feather. 
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" The old goofe feather^" continues Afcham, " is 
" Jtiff^xiAJirongi good for a wind^ and fitteft for a isfe^zi 
*' ihaft : the young goo(t. feather is weak 2indfne^ beft 
" for z/wift (haft; and it muft be trimmed at the firft 
** Ihearing, fomewhat high ; for, with fhooting,^ it will 
" fettle and/<?// very much. Thefame thing, although 
^* not fo much, is to be confidered in a. goofe or a 
^* gander.. A fenny goofe, as her flefli is blacker, 
** coarfer and more unwholfome ; fo is her feather, for 
" the fame caufe, coarfer, harlher, and rougher t and 
** therefore, I have heard very good fletchers fay, that 
*^ the/econd feather in one is better than the pinion in 
«' the other." 

*^ Betwbct the wings is little difference, but you 
** muft have different iliafts of one flighty feathered with 
^^. different wings, for different winds : for, if the wind 
** and the feather go both one^. way^ the Ihaft will be 
^^ carried too much. The pinion feather, as it hath the 
" firft place in the wing, fo it hath the firft place in 
** good featJiering. You may know it, before it is 
*^ pared, by ziought which is in it ; and again, when it 
" is trimmed, by the thicknefs above /and -at the 
*' ground; and alfo, by the ftiff^nefs and finenefs, which 
*' will carry a fhaft- better, fafter and further, as a fine 
«* fail-cloth doth a fliip." 

Notwithftanding this opinion of Afcham's refpefting 
the pinion-feather; modern fletchers holdi" th^t "the 
pinion-kdithcr is fit only for a low -feathered fliaft, being 
crooked and ftifF; and, that the fecond, third/ fourth and 
other feathers in the wing, have the preference, accord- 
ing to their pofitions: but, that the fifth and following 
feathers are we^k, and feldom to be made ufe of. 

" The colour of the feather is leaft to be regarded, 
^F yet fomewhat to be looked to : for a good white you 

" have 
/ ' 
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*^ have fometimcs an ill grey. Yet furely, it ftands with 
** gocxi reafon to have the cock-feather black or grey, 
** as it were to give a man warning to nock right. That 
** is called the cock-feather which ftandeth above in right 
** nocking ; which if you do not obfcrve, the other 
** feathers muft neceffarily run on the bow^ and fo fpoil 
** your ihoot." 

In ihooting at the Butts, white feathers have the 
advantage of being more eafily difcernible, at the longer 
lengths, when they light in the Butt, than dark coloured 
ones. 

The feathers of the gander are, for the moft part, 
white, and thofc of the goofe black or grey. . 

In the choice of a feather, fletchers prefer thofe which 
arc dropped^ to thofe which are plucked. 
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SECTION VIII. 
OF SETTING QN THE FEATHER. 

Feathers Jhould be draivn and pared with Care--^ 
Cautions and Reafons — Obferoations and Rules for 
ujing Long and Short Feathers-^Opinion refpeBing 
the Inclination or Incurvation obferved in fetting 
on the Feather — Haw far adopted by other Nations 
-^Circularity the Primum Mobile in Archery, 

AS CHAM, fpeaking of the fetting on of the 
feather, fays " you muft look that your fea- 
** thers'are not drawn too haftily, but pared even 
*^ and ftraight with care. The fletcher is faid to draw a 
^* feather, when he hath but one fweep at it with his 
" knife; and then he planeth it a little, by rubbing it 
" over his knife. He pareth it, taking time and care 
** to make every part of the rib apt to ftand/r^/^i&/ and 
^* even upon the ftele. ^his thing, if a' man take not 
** heed of it, he may, perhaps, have caufe to fay of his 
*' fletcher, as in drefiing of meat is commonly faid of 
*' cooks 5 and that is, that God Jendeth us good feathers^ 
" hut the T>evil naughty fletcher s. If any fletchers heard 
^* me fay thus, they would not be angry with me, unlcfs 
^* they were bad fletchers ; and yet, thofe fletchers 
^^ ought rather to amend themfelves for doing ill, than 
" be angry with me for faying the truth. The 
<^ rib in a ^/jf feather, may be thinner y {ox io it will 
ff ftapd clcanpr on: but, in a "u^eak feather you muft 

" leave 
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" kave a thicker rib: or dfe, if the rib (which is the 
" foundation and ground wherein nature hath fet every 
** divifion of the feather) is taken too near, it muft 
** needs follow, that the feather will fall and drop down ; 
" juft as any herb doth, which hath its root too clofely 
*' pared by the fpade. The length qltiA Jhortnefs of the 
"feather ferves for different fhafcs; as a long fea- 
" ther, for a long^ heavy or big (haft; thtjhort feather 
*' for the contrary. Again, the 7Z^(?r/ feather may ftand 
^* further^ the long feather nearer the nock. Your fea- 
" ther muft ftand almoft ftraight on, but yet in fuch a 
^* manner, that it may turn round xn flying." 

Some modern archers hold this opinion with Afcham ; 
namely, that ^ach feather Ihould be fet on inclining to 
the right or to the left hand, according to the nature 
of the wing; the extreme, neareft to the pile, of each 
feather, being about one quarter of an inch out of a 
dire£l line: which method is faid to have been aii 
ancient praftice, and well calculated to produce that 
rotatory motion in the arrow, which give§ certainty 
tfoits flight. While^ others difregard it, as of little^or 
no ufe. At prefent therefore, arrows are feathered 
fometimes ftraighc, and fometimes with an inclination. 

The Ghinefe-Tartars often carry this inclination 
almoft round the arrow : but neither the Perfians or 
Turks feather their arrows other wife than in Jlraight 
Jines. 

And here/* continues Afcham, " I confider the won- 
\^ derful nature of (hooting; which ftandeth altogether 
^l by thatfafliion, which is moft apt for quick moving ^ 
*' and that is by roundnejs. For firft, the bow muft 
" be gathered round : in drawing it muft come round 
** equally : the ftring muft be round : the ftcle muft be 
" round : the bcft nock round: the feather fhorn fom^- 
*^ wh^t roynd: the ftiaft in flying muft turn round: 

^^ and 
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•* and if it flies far, it flieth a round compafs i for cither 
w abov^ or beneath a round compafs^ Mndereth the fly- 
^* ing. Moreover, both the fletcher in making your 
" (haft, and you in nocking your Ihaft, muft take 
•* heed that tu^o feathers run equally on the bow. For, 
•* if one feather runs alone on the bow, it will foon be 
** worn, and will not be able to match with the other 
*' feathers : and again, at the lopfe, if the Ihaft be 
** light, it mWftart^ and if it be heavy it will bobble*' 

** And thus as concerning the fctting on of your 
«* feather/* 



SECTION IX. 
OF TRIMMING THE FEATHER. 

Kules to be obferved in Trimming the Feather-^ 
Plucking of Feathers — Flight-Arrou's how fea- 
thered. 

** -*- is, heavy or light, great or fmall, long or 

" (hort The /wine- back' d fafliion makes the (haft 

'" deader; for it gathers more air than the faddle-baci'd ; 

" and therefore, the faddle-back is furer for danger of 

" weather J and fitter for fmooth flying. Again, to (hear 

" a Ihaft rounds as they were wont fometimes to do, or 

** after the triangle fafliion, which is 'much ufed now-a- 

" days, both are good. For roundnefs is apt for flying 

" of its own nature, and all triangular (hapes, the fharp 

** poiht going before, are alfo naturally apt for quick 

" entering; and therefore faith Cicero, that cranes taught 

" by nature^ always objerve in flying a triangular form^ 

'* becauje that is Jo apt to pierce and go through the air." 

'\ Lad 
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*^ Laft of all, plucking of feathers is of no avail, for 
*' there is no certainty in it ; therefore, let every archer 
*' have fuch (hafts, that he may both know them and 
" frufi them upon every change of weather. Yet, if 
** they muft needs be plucked, pluck them as little as 
*^ can be; for fo (hall they be lefs iriconftant." 

" And thus'* fays Afcham, " I have knit up in as 
** (hort a fpace as I could, the hji feathers, feathering, 
" znd Jhearing a (haft." 

Air flight- arrows have the feathers vev) jhort, and cut 
very low\ generally not longer than three inches, nor 
higher at the nock-md, than half an inch. On veryjbort 
and //fi>/ flight arrows, they ate cut proportionally 
ihorter and lower. 



SECTION X. 
OF THE HEAD. 

Origin and Ufe of the Head — Different kinds of Heads 

for Pricking— Obfervations on the Ufe and EJfeQ 

of each-^Materials of Heads — Comparifon between 

' the different EffeSts of Jharp a?id blunt Heads Jiip- 

ported by Experiment. 

'' NECESSITY," fays Afcham, " invented a ftiaft^ 
** -*-^ head: fir(t, to fave the end from breaking, then 
'* it made it Jharp, to Jlick better; afterwards, it made 
'^^ it oiftrong matter to laft better: laft of all, the expe- 
** riencc and wifdom of men have brought it to fuch 
** perfcftion, that there is no one thing fo ufeful belong- 
*^ ing to artillery, either to ftrike a man's fenemy (brer 
" in war, or to (hoot nearer the mark at home, thaa is 

" a 
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** a proper head for both purpofes. For, if a ihafc 
<« wants a head, it is worth nothing for either ufe (23). 
** Therefore, feeing that heads are fo neceffary, they, 
•* of ftecefiity, muft be attended to. Iron znd^eel are 
« the fitteft for heads." 

*^ Now, with refpeft to heads for pricking (24), 
** wliich is our purpofc, there are feveral kinds : fome 
'* are blunt heads, fonne (harp, fome both blunt and 
«« fharp. The l^lunl heads men ufe, becaufe they per- 
** ceive them to be good to keep a length with. They 
" keep a good length, becaufe a man pulls them no 
** further at one time than at another : for, in feeling 
** the plump end always equally, they may loofe them 
** equally : yet, in a wind and againjt the windy the 
** weather hath fo much power on the broad end, that 
" no man can keep any fure length with fuch an head. 



(23) An arrow without a head will not fly to any confiderable 
diftance, particularly if the pile end of the fliaft does not outzveigh 
the nock-enicl. Lord 3acon, indeed, tells us (what muft require 
extraordinary faith in his opinion to credit) that ati arrow^, with- 
out an iron point, will penetrate to the depth of dghi inches into 
a piece bf ivood^ when fhot from a Tuckifli bow ; while another 
arrow, having an ir»a point, will not penetrate near fo deep. See 
Ex;t, Solitary, 704. Nat. Hift, We read that Lord Clifford fell 
in the battle of Tewton ; an arrow tvithut an head, lliot from a 
bow of fome one laid in ambufh, having- pierced through his 
throat, and ftuck in his neck. Speed, p. 687. 

(24) Afcham obferves, that " the he^ds of the Engliih arrows 
•' were better in war, than either forked heads or broad arrow 
" heads; for, the end being lighter, they flew a great deal fafter, 
*' and gave a feverer fti-oke." Thofe ufed when armour was 
worn, were folid, and nearly heart-fliaped, with fmall bafbs and 
ridged. In a preceding feftion (Part. 4. Chap. 6. Sec. 3.) 
is noticed an order for arrows iffiied in the Reign of Edward III. 
•which direfts that the wings or beards of the heads fliall be made 
larger Mr. Mofeley has given Plates of '^a variety of arrow-heads, 
for war. They are taken chiefly from thofe engraved in Pcre 
DanieFs Hijioire dt la Milice Francoife ; and feem to have been, for 
the ttioft part, arrow-heads ufed by the French, and .particularly 
by the crofs-bowmen, 

^^ Therefore 
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^* Therefore, a blunt head, in a Calm or down wind, is 
" very good\ otherwife none worfe.'f 

^* Ht^ds Iharp at the end> without any flioulders, 
" (I call that the Jhoulder in a head which a man's 
" finger fhall feel before it comes to the point) will 
** pierce quickly through a wind, but yet the fiarp 
" head has two difadvantages j the one, that it will keep 
" no length: it keeps no length, becaufe no man can 
'! j)ull it with certainty as far at one time as at 
^* another; it is not drawri with certainty fo far at one 
" time as at another, becaufe it wants thtjbouldermgi 
" wherewith, as with a fure tokeh, a man may be 
" warned when to loofe: and alfo, becaufe men arc 
" afraid of fetting the (harp point in the bow. The 
" other difadvrantage is that, when it is lighted on the 
" ground, the fmall point fhall every time be in dan- 
" ger of being hurty which thing, of all others, will 
** foonell make the fliaft to lofe the length." 

" Now, fince blunt heads are good to keep a length 
" with, yet bad for a wind: fharp heads, good to pierce 
" the weather, yet bad for a length: certain head- 
*^ makers (dwelling in London) perceiving the advan- 
" tages of both kinds of heads joined with an incon- 
" venienfre, invented new files and other inftruments; 
** wherewith they brought heads for pricking tQ fuch 
*^ perfeftion, that all the advantages of both heads 
^' fhould be united in one, without any difadvantage at 
'* all. They rhade certain kinds of heads, which men 
*f call high-ridgedy crejted ov Jhouldered heads, or ftlv^r- 
^' Jpon heads (on account of the likenefs fuch heads 
" have to the knob end of fome filver fpoons). Thefc 
" heads are good, both to keep a length and alfo to 
**• pierce a wind: to keep a length, becaufe a man may 
" with certainty pull them tQ the fhouldcring every 

(hoot. 
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** fhoot, ^nd no further.v To pierce a wind, bccauft 
•* the point, from the fhoulder forwards, breaks the 
•* weather, as all other fharp; things do. So^ the blunt 
•* fbotilder ferves for the fure keeping a length: the 
" point alfo is. always fit for piercing in rough and 
•* troubled weather." ^ 

With refpedt to the materials for heads, (which when 
not ufed in war are temned pies) it may be noticed, 
that the mode:rn Flcmiih fletchers make many heads of 
hortiy which anfwer extremely well; but they are chiefly 
ufed for the two Jhort lengths j namely, the four-rood 
length, and the eight-rood length. 

Afcham's obfervation, that Jbarp heads pierce the 
wind better than hluni ones, deferves fome confidera- 
tibn; and may require further experiment. The fol- 
lowing trial to prove the juftnefs of his opinion, was 
lately made. Six arrows, of equal length and weighty 
were conftrufted with very great nicety ; three of them 
\ixnn%Jharp piles; and the other three of them having 
that fort of pile, which Afcham mentions to have been 
made by the London head makers (qow called a 
roving pile J: the fir ft three were fliot againft the latter, 
feveral times, the wind being very gentle; and, the 
refuit was^ that the blunt piles always fit^ further than 
the Iharp ones, by nhoMi fifteen yards. ' 
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SECTION XI. 
OF SETTING ON THE HEADJ 

Rules for fetting on the Head — Reafons why thejhort 
Head is better than the long Head. 

' PJ^ADS, faysAfcham, ftiould be fet/«/? <m and 
^' A X clofe on. Full on, is when the wood is beat 
** hard up to the end or flopping of the head, Clofe 
" on, is when there is left enough wood on every fide 
•* the Ihaft to fill the head: or when it is neither too 
" fmall nor yet too large. If there is any fault in any 
" of thefe points, the head^ when it lights on an hard 
*^ ftone or ground, will be in danger either of breaking 
** or being otherwife injured. Stopping the head with 
*^ lead, or any thing elfe, is now needlefs: becaufe, 
*^ every Jiher-Jpcon or JhoUldered head is flopped of 
" itfelf. Short heads are better than long: ror firft, 
** the long head Is worfe for the maker to file ftr^ghl 
" equally every way: again, it is worfe for the fletcher . 
•^^ to fet ftraight on : thirdly, it \% always in more dan- 
^' ger of breaking when it is on." 
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CHAPTER VIL 

OF THE BELT, TASSEL AND GREASE-POT* 

Their different Vfes. 

THESE articles have already been enumerated 
among the neceflary appendages of an archer. 

The BeU (to which the tafTel and greafe-pot are fuf- 
pended) is furniflied with a Well to receive the arrows 
for immediate iile. 

The T^affely which is made of worfted, (generally 
greenj^) is ufed for the purpofe of wiping the arrows after 
they are drawn from the ground. 

The Greafe-Pot (which is made of wood or horn) 
is filled with a compofition o{ Juet and white waXy to be 
put occafionally upon the finger^ of the Ihooting-glove, 
CO render them more pliant, and caufe a ready and eafy 
loofe. 

Inftead of the taflel ^nd greafe-pot ; the archers, in 
former times, were, as Afcham tells us, always pro- 
vided with fi piece of cloth and fomc deer's fuet. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



OF SHOOTING IN GENERAL. 



SECTION I. 



General Obferoations — Faults obferced in Archers-^ 
A/Cham's Five Points of Archery. 

" T TE that would attain high perfedion in fhoot-' 
" *— I ing," fays Afcham, " muft needs begin to 
** learn it in his youth j the omitting of which thing 
" in England caufes both fewer fliooters, and alfo^ 
** that every man that is a (hooter to fhoot worfe than 
** Jie might, if he were taught. But the not having 
" ufed Ihooting in his youth ihould dijcourage no 
" man that is wife. For, wifdom may work the fame 
** thing in a man, that nature doth in a child.'* 

** A child, by three things, is brought to excellence, 
** By aptnefsy dejire znAfear. Aptnefs makes Ivim plia- 
** ble like wax, to be formed and fathioned even as a 
" man would have him. Defire, to be as good or better 
" than his fellows, and^fear of them whom he is under, 
" will caufe him to take great labour and pains with 
** diligent heed in learning any thing: whereof proceed- 
" eth, at the laft, excellence and perfeftion. A man 
" may, by wifdom in learning of any thing, and elpe- 
** daily to (hoot, have three like advantages alfo: 
*^ whereby he piay, as it were, become young again, 
' N •^and 
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« and fo attain to excellence. For, as a child is apt 
" by natural youth, fo a man, by ufing at the firft 
" weak bows far underneath his ftrength, (hall be as 
«* pliable and ready to be taught fair fliooting, as any 
^ child: and daily ufe of the fame (hall both keep him in 
" Ifair (hootrng, and alfo, at the laft, bring him to ftrong 
*^ (hooting. And, inftcad of the fervent defire, which 
** provoketh a child to be better than his fellow; let a 
** man be as much^ftirred up mthjhameto be worfe than 
'* all other,. And, the' fame place thzifear hath in ^ 
'* cbild^ to compel him to take pains, the fame-hath 
<« love of Jhooting in a w^»,. to caufe him to forfake no 
'* labour, without which no ,nnian nor child can be 
** excellent. And thus, whatfocver a child may be 
" taught by aptnefs, cjefire and fear ; the fame things in 
" (hooting, may a man be taught by weak bows^ 
*^ (hanK and k)ve, 

" The beft (hooting is always the moft graceful 
*' ftootiog; and Craffus (heweth in Cicero, that as 
" gracefulnc(s is the chief point and moft tp be fought 
** for in all things, fo graccfulnefs alone can never be 
^ taught by any art or craft, but may be perceived well 
" when it is done, not well defcribed how it (hould 
*' be done* If a man would let before his eyes (ivc or 
^ fix of the beft archers that ever hc.faw (hoot ; and of 
*' one learned xxiftand', of another to draw*, of another 
/* to hofe-^ and fo take of every man what every man 
** couU do beft; I will venture to fay, he woiuld come 
*^ to fuch graccfulnefs, as never man came ix> y^* 
** But fiiults in archers do exceed the number of archers, 
'^ which are caofed by die wit of (hootingj without 
*' teaching^** j^ 

** All the difcommodities," (ays Afcham io the quaint 
Phrafeology and curioite Orthography of the fitteenth 
century, ^< whiche ill cuftomc hath gra(¥ed in archers, 

** can 
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** can neyther be quycklye poulled oute, nor yet fone 
*' rcckehed of me, they be lb nianye, 

". Some fliooteth his head forwardc, as thcwgh he 
** woiilde byte the market an other ftareth with hys 
" eyes, as though they fliulde flye out: an other wink- 
** eth with one eye and teketh with the other: fbme , 
^* make a face with wrythmg theyr mouth and counte- 
•* naunce fo, as though they were doyng you wottc 
" wh^t: an other blereth out his tongue: an other 
" byteth his lyppes: an ether hoJdeth his neck a wrye* 
*^ In drawing, fome fet fuch a compafle, as thoughe, 
" they wouldc, tourne about and ify^ (25) all the 
" feelde: other heave theyr band nowe vp now downe, 
*^ that a man cannot decerne whereat they woldc (bote: 
*^ an other waggeth the upper ende of his bow one way, 
*^ the neyther ende an other waye: an other wil ftand 
*^ poyntingc his (hafte at the marke a good whylc/and, 
" by and by, he will gyve him a whip, and awaye or a 
^' man wife (^26) : an other maketh fuch a'wreftling with 
<* his gere, as thoughe he were able to ftioote no more as 
" longe as be lyved: an other draweth foftly to the 
** myddes and, by and by, it is gon you cannot know 
^^ how: an other drawerh his Ihafte lowe at the breafte, 
" as thoughe he woulde ftioqte at a rouyng marke, and, 
" by and by, he.Iifteth his arm up pricke heyghte: an 
** other maketh a wrynchinge with his backe, as though 
" a man pynched hym behynde: an other coureth 
" downe, and layeth out his buttockcs, as though he 



(i0 " This alludes to the aaions of the ilomifh Prieft in pub- 
** iic b^qediftiona. .This paflage may explain a very obfcure 
" phrafe ii\Spenfer, who qalls waiving the fword in circles, il^r^ 
«* iAe/worJ,^* Bennetts AJcham. Note, 

(26.) In modern phrafeology, this expreffion wowld h^ ere a 
man is aware. 

^ N a *' IhouWc 
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" fhoulde flioote at crowes (2y): an other i^teth for* 
" wardc his lefte legge, and draweth backe with head 
'V and fliowlders, as thoughe he pouled at a rope, or els 
5' were afrayd of the marke: an other draweth his 
" Ihaftc well, untyll within two fingers of the head, and 
•* than he ftayeth a lyttle, to looke at hys marke, and, 
** that done, pouleth it up to the head, and lowfeth : which 
** waye, although fumnie excellent (hooters do ufe, yet 
** furcly it is a faulte, and go6d mennes faultes are not 
'^ to be followed : fuoime drawe to farre, fumme to 
f* fliorte, fumme to flowlye, fumme to quickely, fumme 
'^ holde.ouer longe, fumme lette go ,ouer fooe, fumme 
** fette theyr fliafte on the grounde, and fetcheth him 
^^ upwarde; an other poynteth up towarde the (kye, 
** and fo bryngeth him downwardes/* 

" Ones I fawc a manne whyche ufed a brafar on his 
" cheke^ or ells had fcratched all the Ikynne of the one 
" fyde of his face with his drawynge-hand : an other I 
" faWe, whiche, at euerye ihoote, after the loofe, lyfted 
f* up his ryght legg fo far, that he was euer in jeoper- 
" dye of faulyng: fumme ftampe forwarde, and fumme, 
" Icape backwarde. All thefe faultes be eyther in the 
" drawynge, or at the loofe j with many other mo, 
** whiche you may eafilye perceyue, and fo go about to 
" ayoyde them/* 

" Nowe afcerwarde, whan the Ihafte is gone, men 
** haue manye faultes, whyche euell cuftome hath 
*• . broughte them to, and fpecially in cryinge after the 
** fliafte, and fpeakynge woords fcarce honeft for fuche 
fran honeft paftynfie. Such woords be verye t'okens 
" of an ill mynde, and manifefte fignes of a man that 
" is fubjefte to immefurable afFeftions. Good mennes 
/^ eares do abhor them^ and an honeft man therefore 
^' wyl auoyde them." 

{%y) *' That man holdeth his bow like a crow-keeper.** Shaip 
Liar, A6t. iy, fc, 6. 

n *'i And 
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" And bcfydcs thofe whichc muft nedes hauc theyr 
" tongue thus walkingci other nien ufe other fautes ; 
" as fome will take thcyr bow and wry the and wrynchc 
** it, to poule in his fhafte, when it flyeth wyde^ as yf 
** he draue a carte. Some wyl gyue two or three 
" ftrydes forwarde, daunfing and hoppynge after his 
" (hafre, as long as it flyeth, as though he were a mad 
" man. Some, which feare to be farre gone; runne 
** backwarde; as it were to poule his Ihafte back; 
*' an other runneth forwarde whao he feareth to 
" be (hort, heauynge after his armes, as though he 
" woulde hclpe his ftiafte to flye, ' An other writhes 
** or i-unneth afyde, to poule in his fliaft ftrayght. One 
** lifteth up his heele, and fo holdeth his fdot ftill, as 
^* "long as his fhafte flyeth. An other caftech his arm 
** backwarde after the lowfe. And an other fwynges 
** bys bowe aboute him, .as it were a man with a ftafFe 
** to make roume in a game place. And manye other^ 
" faultes there be, which nowe come not to my remem- 
" braunce." 

" Thus, as you have hearde, many archers, wyth 
" marryng thcyr face and countenaunce, wyth other 
" partes of theyr bodye, as it were menne that fliouldc 
" daunce antiques, be farre from the comelye porte 
" in fliootyng, which he that woulde be excellent muft 
" lookefor. , 

" Nowe ymagen an archer that is cleane wyth- 
" out al thefe faults, and I am fure euery man would 
" h6 delyghted to fe hym Ihpote." 

Having thus given us a pretty long catalogue of 
archers faults; Afcham, in the next place, tells us, that 
graceful (hooting confifts of thefe things; of 

Standings Nocking^ T)rawingy Holdings and Looftng. 

Thefe five principal heads (which are now generally 
termed Afcham' s Five Points of Archery) will be arranged 

N 3 under 
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imder d^flfercnt fe<ftioftSi in Ordtr to their being the' 
raore djftiadly noticed And ckaily underftood.^ But, as 
an archer, after having furniflied himfelf with a bow, 
mirfl begin with ftrif^mg and hr^i:ing it; fome obfcrva- 
tions upon rfiofe «vo head^> fccn> to be very neceflary 
for his information, before he proceeds to apply the 
arrow to the firing* And ftringing the bow firft 
offers itfelf t?oour notice: in treating of which Afcham 
will be our guide. 



SECTJON Ji. 
OF STRINGING THE BOW. 

Cdutions — Different EffeBs of the high and low Bend 
— Rule for afcertaming the proper Bend*^Of 
Stringing (f Bow that is caji — Poftion of -the 
String to be attended to. 

*^ TN ftringing your bow," fays Afcham> ** you rtiuft 
^* * obfervc the proper length of it. For if tlie ftring 
" is too fhort, the bendirig will give, and at laft flip 
♦' and endanger your bow. If too long, the bending 
*' muft of neceflity be in the fmall of the ftdng^ which, 
*^ being hard drawn, muft c6afequenrly fn^ in funder, 
^* to the deftnidion of many good bows. Befides, 
** you muft fee that your bow is well ttocked, left the 
*♦ Iharp edge of the horn cut the firing in two. And 
^^ that commonly happens when the ft-ring, at the bot- 
<« torn horn, has but one twift to hoJd rtfclf by. You 
*' nmjft aMb obferve to fct your ftring ftraight on^ or 
^* dfe one end :of the bow will >yrith contrary to the 
<^ other, and break the bow. Whep the ftring begins, 
** never fo little, to wear, truft k not,4>t!t caft it away i 

. ^^ for 

Digitizedty VjOOQIC 



/[ 183 3 
" for, // is an ill faved hdf -penny that cofts . cl mm 4 

" Alio, in ftriiiging your bow, you muft haw regard 
" to a0 high tx a low bend, for tncy are dircftly con^ 
** trary in their ptirpofe* The low or finall Iwid hai 
** but one advantage, which is in (hooting quicker and 
^* fieriher than the other : die reafon of which, is, that, 
*^ when the bend is low, the ftring has a longer fpace 
*^ to aft in before it parts with the fliafc The high 
*^ or great bend poflcfles many advantages : for it 
** makes the drawing and fliooting eaficr, the bow 
*^ being half drawn. It does not reqmrc a bracer, for 
*^ the ftring, being at a great diftance from the bow, 
*' feidom if ever reaches the arm: And, for the fame 
^' reafon,' will fcarcely ever hit a man's clothes. It 
** does not injure the fhafc-feather, as the low bend 
*' often does: and it admits of a man feeing his mark, 
*^ mtich better than the latter. Therefore, let your bow 
^* have a very good bend, a Jbaftment and Urn fingers 
" atthekajir 

It has long been the cuftom, to afcertain the due 
bending or (as it is now generally termed) bracing of 
the bow by placing the fift perpendicularly on the inte- 
rior upper end of the handle, raifing up the thumb as 
high as it will reach. If the ftring touches the extre-^ 
mity of the thumb,. the bow is deemad to be well 
braced j if it is higher or lower than the extremity of 
the thumb, it muft be altjencd aoccrdingly. By the 
Jhaftmenfy Afcham means cither that part o( the fliaft 
or aiTOw whkh is. occupied by the feathers, or elfc, that 
part of it which eaetiends ftooi the nock to the point of 
die feathers neareft the pile. Both the meafure by the 
thumb thus extended, and this flia£cment{if the feathers 
arc nm fct very far from the nock) will be found to be 
about fix inches, which is foppofed to be a fufficient 

'N 4 bracing 
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bracing for common lengths. For very Jong lengths^ 
the meafure of the bending may be half an inch or one 
inch lower ; but when bows bend forwards, or (in the 
archers phrafe)/(?/fow the firing very much, they necef- 
farily enlarge the bending, and carry the firing further 
from the bow. 

If a bow is caft on one fide (which will foon be di& 
covered by looking down it when it is braced), let the . 
firing at that end of the bow which is caft, lie moft 
on the convex fide, which will tend to bring the 
bow into its proper line, and in fome jiegree re- 
medy the defeft while it exifts. This pofition of thp 
firing fliould be occafionally attended to, during the time 
of fiiooting, left it fiiould alter. And, tfie fame occa- 
fional attention (hould, in general^ be paid to the firing; 
as thenoofewillfometimesflipalitde awry although the 
bow is not cafi j and, if the nock of the upper horn is > 
not made true, the eye of the firing will incline to one 
fide, and make the bo>«j cropkcd. 



SECTION III. 
OF BRACING ANP UNBRACING THE BOW. 

Ancient and Modem Methods. 

THERE are two ways of bracing, and two of un- 
bracing, the bow. The old method of bracing 
was performed by refiing the lower horn of the bow 
upon the ground (the belly of the bow being turned 
towards die archers body) ; and whilft one knee preffed 
the belly outwards and the ihfide of one hand fuppbrted 
the upper end of the bow, the firing was flipped inp) 
the nock, with the other hand. Tlje modern way of 

performing 
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pcrfiDrming this, is to fct the lower horn of the bow oa 
the ground (the bow being held obliquely and the back 
turned towards the archer's body) againft the infide p( 
one foot, turning the toe of that foot a little inwards to 
prevent its (lipping ; \ and to pull up the bow ftrongly 
at the handle with one hand, whilft the wrift of the 
other hand, placed almoft perpendicularly, preflcs 
down the upper limb of the bow, and the thumb and 
knuckle of the fore-finger of the latter band carries the 
eye of the (bring into the nock. Wheii the bow is very 
ftrong, by quickening the motion of the bracing-hand 
the bracing will become ea(ier. This method of 
bracing a bow is not common to all archers^ Some 
extend their finger, and others both the thumb and 
finger, bearing upon the palm of the hand or brawny 
part of the thumb, to bring the ftring into the nojck. 
But herein, as well as in many other points in archery, 
an archer will find it nece(rary to confult eafe and his' 
own pai;ticular ftrength. The bow may be unbraced 
by holding it in the fame pofition, preffing down the 
upper limb in the fame manner, and unhinging the eye 
X)f the ftring with the thumb and forefinger ; or, by 
placing the lower horn on the ground, keeping the 
bony in an oblique pofition, and prefTing the belly, at 
the handle, outwardly with one hand ; whilft the inte- 
rior fide of the ^other hand fupports the upper limb of 
the bow, and the fore-finger of that hand unhinges the 
ftring. 

In Strutt' s HorJa-Jngelcyman (yo\. ii. pL iii. fig. 15.) 
ivill be foujid engravings of ancient Norman Archers, 
one of which is feen bracing his bow according to the 
ancient cuftom above noticed. 

If the bow is fomewhat too powerful for the archer 
alone to brace, he will be able to brace it with eafe, by 
the afliftance of another perfpn placing his finger on the 

upper 
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Upper hotrty and bringing diait downwarcli at ^t dme 
the archer pulh tip the bow at lihe handle and xrarries 
the firing into the nock: or, by placing the upper horn 
of the bow tinder any kind of ledge or odier lupport^ 
and keeping it from flipping away, by pufliing the tewer 
horn towards the ledge ftnwigty wkh his foot, whilft hte 
hand carries the ftring mto the nodk. 



SECTION IV, 



OP STANDING. 



Rules to be obferoed in qfcertaining the proper Pofition 
and Attitude of an Archer — Authorities — Remarks 
and Jn/iru8iom — Reference to the Frontijpiece — 
CharaBcriftics of Archery— The Archers Attitude 
a SubjeB of Admiration. 

«^ T^HEfirft point infliooting,'* fays Afcham, ** which 

, "^^ -*- requires the attention of the (hooter, is to take fuch 

*' a footing 2indiftanding(^i'i) as fliall be both pleafingto 

'^ the eye, and advantageous to his purpofe : fetting his 

. " countenance and all other part of his body in fuch a 



(28) What Afcham hci« termsy?rt«///ff^, he miglit witli propri- 
ety have called pofitkn^. figure^ or attitude: far, his obfervatioofi 
upofi this head embrace more than the tntxt footing ; and, in a' fub- 
fequent part of his work (Cgc foji^ fee. 12.) : he again makes ufe 
of this word ftanding^ la a tnore confined ienfe, and to iignify 
barely the footing, , On which account I have, for the fake of 
diftindtion, ventured to fubftitute the latter for the former word, 
as the head of the fedion referred to. 

" manner 
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^< manner and pofition, that both all his ftrength may 
^* be employed moft to his own advantage; and hii 
", (hot made and managed to other men's pleafure and 
*V deitght. A man muft not go haftily about it, For that ^ 
" is raftinefs; nor yet make too much ado about it, for 
** that is over-care: one foot muft not ftand too far 
" from the other, left he ftoop too much, which is un* 
** becoming; nor yet too near the other, left he feould 
** ftand too ftraight up ; for fo a ,tnan fhall neidicr ufe 
*^ his ftrength well, nor yet ftand ftedfaftly. The me«i 
" betwixt both muft be kept, a diing more plcalant 
^' to behold when it is done, than eafy to be taught 
'* how it fliould be done." 

Afcham, having before enumerated all the faults, in 
his recolledion, ufual among archers, (moft of i^hidi 
do mot fe^m to have been gentlemen's faults; for, we 
may fuppofe that he took many of Kxs hints from 
clowns, and the inferior ciaflcs uf people who' came to 
liioot with their betters) has, in the next, place, given us 
an hafty fketch of tl^ true pofture which an archer fliould 
adopt% But this part of archery requires much expla- 
nation, although, as Afcham juftly obfcrvcs, it is moft 
difficult to be taught or defcribed by the pen. How- 
ever, by way of confirmation to Afcham's remarks, 
and the better to explain this part of archery, which 
merits great attention, two authorities occur: the firft 
is taken from Bifliop Latimer; who, in his fcrmon 
{quoted p. 80.) fays, '^ in my time, my poorc fa- 
*^ ther was as diligent to teach me to Ihutc, as to 
" learn any other thinge: and fo I thinkc other mennc 
" dyd thcyr Children. He taught me howe to drawe, 
** howe to laye my lodye in my iowe^ and not to drawe 
** with ftrength of armesy as divers oth«- nations doe^ 
^^ but with ftrength of the bodyc." Ai^ the other from . 

NiaWs 

\ ' DttizedbydOOgiC 



NUolFs Jj^ndon*s Artillery ^^ wherein he defcribes the pro- 
per figure of an archer, thus, 

** Setting his left lev fomewhat foorth before^ 
" His arrow with his right hand knocking furc, 
** Notjiooping^ nor yet Jiandingjiretght upright^ 
" Then with his left hand little *bove his fight, 
" Stretching his arnrout, with an eafy ftrength 
** To draw an arrow of ia yard in length." 

The archer fhould notoppofe \ii% front but \i\%Jide to 
the mark; by which means he not only eyes it better, 
but alfb gives a greater fcope to his drawing arm. 

By laying the body in the boWy is meant the inclination 
of the bead and cbefi a little forwards : but the archer 
mufk bend as little as poflible from the waiji^ and mud 
beware of inclining to his left fide. Tiiis inclination 
forwards, not only enables him to bring his bow-arm 
more in a direft line with his drawing-arm, and to fee 
his mark better; but alfo, at the fame time, frees his 
his cheft, coat and hat (which latter fhould be turned 
up on- the ihaft-hand Hde) from the firing, in its 
.return : and, when the bow-arm is brought forward, 
the flripg will not catch the upper edge of the bracer; 
which young archers often perceive, without being able 
to difcover the caufe or to remedy the fault. His 
knees fhould be Jlraighty not bent, his hams being ex- 
tended, but pofTcfling an ^^ firmnefs; and he fhould 
keep his feet flat and firm upon the ground, without 
refting rriore upon one leg than on the other ; for, a 
partial bearing upon one leg tends to render him un- 
fleady, and to enervate his whole a6lion. Yet, it has 
been obferved, that the mofl perfeft archer of this day 
was accuflomed to lay a little more flrefs upon the 
Mght than upon the left leg. His left foot fhould be 
advanced a little before the right; the outfide of the 
former fhould be almoflt parallel to the mark, whilft 

y the 
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the latter may retain its common cafy pofition. The 
heels may be about five or fix inches apart. 

It is, perhaps, more within the power and compals 
of tht pencil, than the pen, to exprefs and do jufticc ta 
this part of archery ; and therefore, the young archei: 
is referred to the figure which forms the frontifpicce to 
thefe trafts (the produftion of a celebrated modern 
artift). The defign of this figure is to aid the foregoing 
verbal defcription, by conveying to the eye as accurate 
a reprefentation as the pencil can well command, of the 
true pofition and attitude of an archer, drawing his 
bow at a point blank mark. It is not, indeed, an ea(y 
taik for the greateft artift to exprefs correftly and 
unitedly all the charafteriftic points of a perfeft archer, 
in the aft of drawing the bow and lobfing the arrow : 
which form a difplay oiftrengthy eafe^ coolnefs^ re/blutiotty 
or fixed defign y dexterity and vigour ^ that moft evidently 
indicate the united effort of the body and the^ mind; 
and form that model of gracefulnefs, the attainment of 
whicK is fo pointedly recommended by Afcham. 

In the archer's attitude, manlinefs and ftrength firft 
ftrike us: for there is fcarcely a mufcle in the whole 
body, which does not perform a part in this united 
aftion. To thefe we fee joined a natural cafe, (o 
neceflary to give a proper fcope to the due exertion of 
bodily ftrength, and which is fupported by a coolnefs 
that carries with it the idea of pains and attention, apd 
prognofticates fuccefs: the expedancy of which is 
heightened by an apparent firm and fteady refolution or 
fixed defign, highly pourtrayed in the eye^ which feems 
rivetted to the mark and looking in the center of that 
for the arrow which is not yet loofed. Laftly, we ob- 
Ijerve that critical nicenefs and dexterity, added to an 

energy 
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energy and vigour in Icwfiag rfie arrow, fo effintiaHjr 
ncceffary to crown the whole, 

. The figure of zn archer drawing his bow haa always ^ 
been a theme of admiration > as moft juftly conveying 
a true idea of the ftrength, elegance and dignity of the 
kuncian fornn . 

. Captain Turner, whofe travels have been quoted a, 
Httle before (page 152, neu), Q)caking of the archery of 
the Booteeans, of whofc £kiU in the uie of the bow he 
was an eye-witncfs, makes the following remark* It 
^ was," fays be, " impolfiblc to behold their fport with- 
^ out admiration; for, befides the ftriking peculiarities 
• in the peribn and drcfs of a Booteean, the a6b of 
** drawing the bow exhibits, in my opinion, one of the 
" moft graceful attitudes of mufcular exertion: the 
" fencing fchool has not one that difplays an athletic 
** figure to greater advantage/' Emhajfy in Ttbet^ 
Part Ol, Cb. i. f. 180. 

The arther's attitude did not' fail to excite the talents 
and emulation of the greateftarufts in former ages; to 
which, the productions of the ancients, ftill in exiftence, 
will bear ample teftimony. The poet, the painter, the 
iculptor and the engraver appear to have been equally 
indebted to archery, for many of their exquifite per- 
fa-mances (29)* 

So 

(29) The following trifling occurrence led me to confider the 
great lofs fuftained by the poet and the painter^ on the difufe of thq 
bow. Failing a few days ago, through a principal dreet in Lon-> 
4on, I obferved upon the pavement, the endejTvors of a poor 
wounded foldier to attra6t the notice and charity of paflengers, 
by fome rude defigns in chalk : among his figures was a kg^ 
which he had represented as transfixed by a barbed arrow. Upon 
queftioning him, whether he had ever received a wound in that 
part from an arrow, he anfwered in the negative,: but added, that 
Ke bad received a iullef in the fame part, which paffed through 
his leg; and that he had fubflituted the dnow by -^zy^i JywM. 
This circumftance brought to my recolledion, ^^\,gi eater artifts 
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So great has been the fuccefs of Homer in his de- 
faiption of the archer drawing his bow> (Sec lUad^ 4* 
L 123. &c^) that the grca? and ^^ iUumm'4'* Gjtfbpii^ 
when quoting the paflage, exclaims^ ** how concife— 
" howjuft — how beautiful is the whole pidurc! I fee 

" the attitudes of the archer- 1 hear the twang of 

" his bow." 



SECTION V. 



OF NOCKING* 



^Qckhig the eajieji part of Archery — Cautions — 
Method of prevaiting irregular Nocking — Of 
Handling the Bow. 

^'T^O nock well," fays Afchaim, "is the eafieft point 
" X of all;- and therein is no art, but only conftant 
" attention to nock truly, riot fetting the ihaft either 
^^ too high or too low, but cxaftly ftrait a crois the 
" bow. Inconftant nocking makes a nnan lofe his 
*' length. And bcfides, if the fhaft-hand is high and 
" the bow-hand \ovf^ or the contrary; both the bow 
" is in danger of breaking, and the fhaft, if it is fmall. 



had, upon fimilar occafions, been compelled to refort to ihxsJymhoL 
The artift, who defigned the medal f!ruck upon the late efcapo 
of the King from' the piftol of a maniac, defpairing to reprefent 
that weapon and its bullet fo as to be pi^urefquely fuitable to the 
ideas he wilhed to convey, has, I obferve, boldly ufed the poor 
foldier*Sj^OT^«/, and defigned an /zrrwy broken by a Ihield, fup- 
ported by an invifible arm. In the battle of Haflings, the poet 
defcribes the appearance of the arrow, after it had transfixed the 
body, in many different ways. Roivh/s Poms. 

will 
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«* will ftart; ifNgreat, it will hobble. You muft always 
**- nock the cock-feather upwards: and be furc the ftring 
*• does not flip out of the nock, for then all is in danger 
" of breaking/' 

; It has been already remarked, that fcveral modern 
archers, in order to prevent irregular nocking, whip 
the precife nocking point of the ftring with (ilk of one 
colour, and whip on each fide of that, with filk of a 
different colour, the brtadth of the drawing-fingers. 

In order that the arrow may fly true to the mark ; care 
fliould be taken, that the nocking-part of the firing, 
when whipped, fills tHe nock of the fliaft fo tight as to 
prevent the arrow moving, without being liable to burft 
the nock of the arrow. 

^' When," fays Afcham, *^ you have fixed your fliafc 
*^ in the bow, you muft take the latter exaftly in the 
" rriiddle, or elfe you will lofc your length, and rifle 
" the breaking your bow." 

By the middle y Afcham here rrieans, that <he upper 
part of the bow-hand fliould be upon the upper part of 
the handle of the bowj in a line with the nocking 
point on the ftring. The arrow fliould reft between 
the bow and the nrft joint of the fore-finger (but prefling 
againft the bow) ; which finger may be raifed a little, 
in order to make a better focket or groove for the ar- 
row to lie in: and, the end-joint of th^t finger Ihould be 
bent inwards. 
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SECTION VI. 



OF DRAWING. 



Drawing the beji part of Shooting — Rules and 
Remarks. 

" T^RAWING well/* Afcham obferyes> "is the 
" ^-^ beft part of (hooting. And it is better to draw 
" to the ear (whereby, Procopius obferves, men fhoot 
•^ both ftronger and longer) than to the breaft. Leo, 
" the Eniperor, would have his foldicrs draw quickly 
*' in waVy for that makes a (haft flie apace." 
'' " In (hooting at the pricks, hafty and quick drawing 
" is neither fure inor graceful. Therefore, to draw 
*' eafily and uniformly ; that is to fay, not moving the . 
** hand firft upward, and then downward, but always 
" after one and the fame manner, till yob come to the 
" ridge or (houldcring of the head, is beft both for 
" advantage and gracefulnefs/' 

There is fome difference among archers in the mode 
of drawing* Some extend their bow-arm completely, 
before they begin to draw j others extend it gradually 
as they draw, which certainly is the eafieft method. 
Afcham has obferved that^ in his time, fome, and thofe 
very good archers, drew their arrows within about two* 
inches of the pile, thm paufed for a moment and cor- 
re<5ted their aim, and afterwards drew home and loofe^. 
But he deems this method a fault or Jhift^ infifting that 
the drawing and loofing Ihould be but one continued 
aSlion throughout, 

O We 
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We muft fuppofc, that Afcham was a proficient in 
the art, upon which he wrote, particularly as he gave 
up muqh of his time to the praftice of it: and there- 
fore, that he would not have hazarded a decided opinion 
upon this point, unlefs he had himfelf experienced the 
juftnefs of his remark; and had found thae his opinion 
was fuj^ported by the concurrence and praftice of 
excellent archers. Yet it muft be obferved, that, at 
this day, feveral of our beft archefs pradtife and ap- 
prove of this V try fault or jbift (if Afcham will have it 
/b). Other very good archers draw within two inches 
of the pile, and then draw and redraw (in a manner 
playing with and humouring the bow within thoie two 
inches) till they loofe. 

It is a principal rule in (hooting, that the arrow 
fhould always be drawn home^ in the manner Afcham 
dcfcribesj whether it is (hot at z Jhort or a long length. 
He has before, (See ante^ Chap. 6. Sec. lo) explained 
the meaning of the Jhoulder of the head of the arrow. 
And by what he obferves in this place,' it (hould feem, 
that, in his time, the archers drew very near to the point 
of the head or pile. Perhaps it is beft to do fo, but it 
is not every archer that can (particubrly when he 
ufes the (harp or fugar-loaf pile) draw fo near the 
extreme point of the pile, without being in danger of 
fetting it in his bow. -On which account, many archers 
do not draw beyond where the pi|e is joined to the 
wood: that is to (ay, they do not draw beyond the 
wood of the arrow. 

We muft recoUeft, that Afcham has cautk>ned us 
againft making too great a circle with the body, and 
pointing the arrow very high or very low, when we 
draw. The foregoing rule for /landing being obferved, 
the archer will find, that as his fide is turned to his 
mark, his arms in drawing will' move in the arc of a 

circle. 
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circle. If He holds his drkwing-hand about the height 
of his waiji J he ivill bring ic round to his mark in an 
eafy curve* 



SECtlOl? VII. 



OF HOLDING. 

How Holding is to be performed — Po/ttion in which 
the Bowjhould be held. 

*^ TTOLDING," fays Afeham, «* xnuft not be long, 
c( ^ J. for it puts a bow in danger of breaking, and 
^* alfo (poils the flioott it muft occupy fo little time, 
*' that it may be perceived better in the mind, when it 
^^ is done, than fecn with the eye, when doing." 

By holdings Afcham^ here means, holding the firings 
when the bow is drawn up. 

He has not noticed the pqfition in which the boW 
ihould be held, at the time of (hooting^ In all or 
moft of the prints of ancient archers, we fee it held in 
a perpendicular pofition : (See the engravings to Strutt's 
Horda Jngd-cynnan.') This was certainly the moft 
convenient^ pofition in battle, and it has been generally 
continued to this day. However, feveral of the beft 
archers of this day hold their ho'Ns /omewhat obliquely. 
Yet, for Ibooting ftraight, the former pofition ihould 
feem to be the moft certain: and it muft be obfervedj 
that the more diftant the mark, the more perpendi- 
cularly muft the bow be held* 
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SECTION Vill. 
OF lOOSlNG. 

Rules to he obferved in Loofing. 

« Y OOSING muft be performed much in the 
*' A-' fame manner as holding. So quick and 
" hard, that it be without any twitches: fo foft and 
*' gentle, that the (haft fly not as if it was fcnt from a 
*.' baw-mfe. The mean betwixt both, which is per- 
^* &a loofing, is not fo hard to be followed in (hooting, 
'• as it is to be defcribed in teaching. For clean loof- 
*^ ing, you jnuft be careful of not hitting any thing 
*' about you. And remember to ,hold your hand 
** always the fame height on your bow, that you may 
" k&ep the length truly.'* 

To loofe well is the moft difficult* point in (hooting; 
and moft difficult, as Aftham obferves, to be explained 
on paper: but, as good (hooting depends greatly upon 
the loofey it is that branch of the art which muft be 
ftudied with attention and praAifcd with pains. The 
material points to be attended to in performing this 
movement, are-— holding the bow-arm very firm at 
the moment of loofing, making, it as it were, a vice 
(upon which the fteady flight of the arrow much dic- 
pends): — bringing the elbow of the drawing-arm 
round; — and loofing while drawingj without making 
any paufe immediately before the loofe. 

*^ If," fays Afcham, ^^ you follow thefe precepts in 
*^ ftanding, nocking, drawing, holding and loofing, they 

" will 
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^^ will, at laft, bring you to excellent and fuccefsful 
** fhooting." 

It nnay be proper, at the^clofe of the laft of the forc^ 
going five principal points in archery, to ofi^er. the few 
following reoiarks, applicable to all of them. # 

There is obfervable, in thepra<5tice of all arts, a great 
difference in the manner in which men perform their 
labours and operations. The caufe is very apparent. 
Scarcely any two men will be found alike. We fee how 
materially they differ from each other, in mental and 
bodily powers; and, how varioufly nature cbara£lerifes 
their aftions. Some are ftrong, fome weak; fome arc 
quick, others flow in their aftions. Objefts, fays Arif- 
tode in his Poetic^ may be the fame, and the imitation 
performed by the fame means, and yet in a different 
manner. Thefe differences appear very forcibly to us in, 
archery. But, independent ofthis remark, fome allowance 
muft be made for human errors. A perfeft archer 
is, indeed, not every day's objedt. Afcham, fpeaking 
of his own times when archery was more gene- 
rally praftifed than it is in thefe days, has told us, that 
if a nian would fet before his tyt%five ox fix of the faireft 
archers that ever he faw fhoot ; and of one learned to 
Jlafidy of another to draw^ of another to looje^ and fo 
take of every man what every man could dobeft, he 
would, no. doubt, arrive at fuch perfeftion as never man 
came to yet. He has alfp obferved, that good archers have 
\S\t\x faults. Daily experience proves to us, that bad 
inftruftion and ill example have, in all human aftions, 
a rooted and prevailing influence. The greateft beauty 
is often marred by a blemifli. /We muft therefore, ih 
contemplating and feeling the effefts of the former, not 
overlook or become infenfible to the latter: and, upon 
all occafions, be particularly careful to diftinguifli prin- 
ciple from cujiom and hahit\ however well difguifed 
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^hc latter may bc» An attention to this rule, will be 
cur fureft gqidc to true and unerring excellence in 
archciyt 



SECTION IX. 
OF SHOOTING AT |tfA«KS, 

Tirji Leffbm: 

• 

TT7HEN the archer has attained fuch a command 
^ ^ over his bow, as to be able to brace and un- 
brace iti and to (land, nock, hold, draw aqd loofe 
with eaje and dexterity (30), he may proceed to (hoot 
at a mark. 

In modern archery, the 6rfl: and (horteft diftance is 
thirty yards, the archer then proceeds to fixty j which 
latter diftance is faid to be a key to and to command dl 
lengths. But, perhaps the Perfian'and Turkifti me- 



(30) The Pcrfians, according to Chardin,^ attained to a very 
great decree of dexterity in thefc principal points. They (hot, 
fays he, into the air, as high as the bow would carry, , endea- 
vouring to excel each other in the height of the (hoot. Th^ art 
coniiAed in holding the bow properly, drawing and loofing the 
ftring with, eafe, without fuffering the left hand which held the 
bow and was fully extended, or the right hand which handled the 
firing, to {bake in the flighteft degree. And, that the in(tru6tors 
deenaed the exercife well perfornjed, when, the bow being held 
in the left-hand fliffly ftretched out, the ftring was drawn, with 
the thumb, to the ear, as it were to hang it there/* Afterwards, 
fays he, they learned to Ihoot at a mark. When, it was not only 
neceffary to hit it, but alfo that tfce arrow fhould fly ftrajght and 
firtn, without tottering. Laftly, they learned" to ihoot with force 
and weight. Tom. %. Ch. X2. 

thod 
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thod is better: recording to vWhich, the leaf tier is firft 
to praftife at twenty and cv^n ten yards, at which dif- 
tances an archer may become fo expert as to hit the 
fmalleft mark. 



SECTIOK X. 



OF ELEVATION. 



Obfercations on Elevation — Higheji Point of Eleva- 
nation — Different Methods made ufe of by Archers 
to obtain due Elevation. — Remarks. 

ASCHAM has but barely dropped an hint upon 
this head, in obfcrving " that the arrow fliould 
^* fly a roun4 compafs\' that is, in a parabola or curve; 
which implies the neceflity of giving a degree of ele- 
vation to the bow: but the due extent of that elevation 
i^ a point of fome difficulty, and depends chiefly on the 
judgment of the eye. If the elevation is too low, the 
arrow mufl: fall (hort ; and if too high, it muft fly over 
the mark. In (booting at aK)derate lengths, the lower 
the elevation can be made, the more certain is the 
fhoot; for, the more the arrow in its flight lofes the track 
of a parabola or curve, and approaches to an angle, 
the lefs likely is it to fall updp the mark: and, the 
higher it afcends, the more it is liable to be aflfeded by 
the wind.** I; is on this account, that a fl:rorig arnaed 
archer has the advantage of the weak-armed one : the 
former, by drawing a ftrongcr bow^xran reach his objedl 
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with a much Icfs degree of elevation, than one who 
is conOxained to fhoot with a weak one. Yet^ it mud 
be obfervcd, that fome archers fhoot (and by cuftom 
very well too) with an higher elevation than what the 
bows they (hoot with require. 

In (hooting very great lengths, the bow muft often 
be raifed to the higheft point of elevation that can ex- 
tend the flight of a projeftile. This elevation has been 
^fcertained and fixed at forty-five degrees. But it 
feems, that an error of a degree above or below 
45^, will not produce a fenfible one in the diftance: 
bccaufe, the fines, within a degree of 90^, differ 
very little from the radius, and thofe fines, near the 
clev^ion of 45^, are as diftances. DoSrine of Project 
tiUsyhy William Starr at. Dublin, 1733. 

In order to afcertain the due degree of elevation, fome 
archers make ufe of the knuckles of the bow-hand as a 
guide and gradation or fcale of height, raifing or de- 
preffing the bow, and Carrying the eye along a firft or 
fecond knuckle, according to their idea of the diftance, 
or the fall of their laft-lhot arrow. To bring this me- 
thod to a greater nicety, others have drawn lines, in 
diflFerent colours, upon the glove of the bow-hand, an- 
fwenng to twice the number of the knuckles, (one line' 
falling upon the center of each knuckle and another 
between each knuckle). Mr. Mafon, in his Covftdera- 
tions on the Long-how and Pike, fuggefts the following 
ingenious rcfleftion to determine the diftance of fuch 
objefts as men and horfe; namely, with the arm ex- 
tended and the bow braced, to compare the ^height of 
objefts from head to foot, at different diftances; 
as they appear in comparifon of the altitude of the 
upper part of the bow, when looking over the hand. 
And; he obfef ves, that by fettling the memory of this in 
. die 
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the eye, or noting the general marks of the variations, 
the. archer can always determine the diftance with con- 
fiderable precifion. It would be plating archery toa 
much in the background, ^nd entering too deeply intp 
the fcience of optics, particularly the doftrines of falla- 
cious vifion and apparent magnitude, to profecutc this ' 
difcuQion further. 

The advantages to be derived from, the ufe of the 
methods of afcertaining the due degree of elevarion 
before noticed, rcfult, poffibly, more from iahit^ than 
from frinciple ; particularly as the parabolic theory of 
projedtiles feems to be giving way to fra^ice and expert^ 
ment (31). The eye is an organ of wonderful power j and, 
as it is taughfy fo it continues to exercife its funftions. 
And therefore, as he who is inftruded tp read Hebrew 
without points, will read it with, at leaft, equal facility 
with one who has always been accuftomed to the ufe 
of fuch helps : fo, the archer, who is at firft inftrufted 
to flioot without having recourfe to fuch means, (which 
may often miflead him through geometrical nicety), will 
fhoot as well, or, poffibly', better, without relying upon 
them i particularly^ as fome of thofe methods feem to 
have a tendency to detach the eye from the mark, upon 
which it fhould always, in Ihooting, ht fixed. 

When this elevation fhould hgin, muft depend upon 
thefe circumft^ncesi namely, dijiance'^ftrength and 
fpring of the bow — and the loofe. In modern archery, 
we generally fhoot point blank at a thirty-yard mark. 
If the bow* we ufe is very weak, and without much 
fpring, it may, even at this fhort length, require fomc 
trifling degree of e;levation. On the contrary, if it is 



(31) See this fubje£t examined and explained by the authors of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica^ Tit. Projectiles. 
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pretty ftrong, or has a quick return, and is fliarply 
Joofed, It may enable us to fhoot point- blank fomewhat 
further. 



SECTION XI. 
OF THE WIND AND THE M^EATHER. 

Jfecejfitjf for an Archer to underjiand and Jiudy the 
Nature of the Wmd^ and to become well acquainted 
with the Flight of his Arroxvs — Difference of the 
SeafonS'^Effed; of the Weather upon the Bow and 
the Archer — EffcBs of the Wind in Archery — 
Courfe and Nature of Wiiids — Cautions to be ob-' 
ferced in Jhooting near the Sea Coaft and Rivers 
affeQed by a Tide. 

*• nPHE greateft^enemy of (hooting/* fays Afcham, 
•« -*• is the wind and the weather i whereby the true 
*' keeping of a length is principally hindered. If this 
*' was not fo, men, by teaching, might be brought to 
*« wonderful near fhooting. And therefore, as in fail- 
** ing the chief point of a good mafter is to know the 
•* tokens of a change of weather, and the courfe of the 
•• winds; that thereby he may the better come to the 
<* haven : even fo, the bcft property oC a good (hooter 
<' is to know the nature of the winds, with him and 
" againft him ; that thereby he may fhoot nearer to jiis 
** mark. Wife matters, when they cannot obtain the 
" bed havei), are glad of the next: fo, good (hooters 
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»*■ who cannot, when they would, hit the mark, will 
*' labour to conmc as nigh as they can, 

" A good archer will, firft, with attentive pni£lice 
*' and marking the weather, learn to know the nature 
** of the wind ; and with prudence will meafure in his 
" mind, how much it will alter his (hot, either in 
" length -keeping, or elfe in ftraight- (hooting. And 
" fo, with changing his Handing, or taking another 
' *' fhaft, which he perfcdly well knows will be fitter for 
*^ his purpofe (either becaufe it is lower feathered, or el(e, 
** becaufe it is of a better wing) will fo manage with 
*^ judgment his (hot, that he (hall feem rather to have the 
** weather under his rule, by good caution and attention, 
*' than the weather (hall appear to rule his (haft by any 
** fudden changing. A (hooter, who puts no difference, 
** but (hoots in rough and fair weather alike, fhall al- 
*^ ways put bis winning in bis eyes. Therefore, iij 
'* (hooting, there is as much di(Ference between aa 
** archer that is a good weatber-maity and one that 
^' knows and notices nothing about it; as there is be- 
*^ twecn a blirid man, and one who can fee." 

** Thus, with refpeft to the weather; a perfeft archer 
*^ muft firft learn to know the fure flight of his (hafts, 
** that he may be bold always to truft them. Then 
*^ muft he learn, by daily experience, all kinds of wea- 
^* ther; the tokens of it when it will come; the nature 
*' of it when it is come; the divcr(ity and altering of it, 
^* when it changes; and the decreafe and diminution of 
^ it, when it ceafes/* 

** He that would underftand perfcftly the wind and 
** the weather, muft put differences betwixt times. For 
^' diver(ity of time caufes diverfity of weather. As,. 
** thrbughoiit the whole year, fpring, (ummcr, autumn 
" and winter; fo, in one day, morning, noon, after- 
♦* noon and evening, both alter the weathef, and change 
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** not only the power of the bow, but the ftrength of 
<' a man alib^ And to know that this is ib, is fuffi«- 
** cient for zn archer: nor is it ncccflary for him^ to 
** fearch into the caufe, why it fhmtld be fo, which 
** belongs to a philofophcr. In confidering the 
f* tinae of the year, a wife archer will follow a good 
•* faiior. Jn winter and rough weather fmall veflels for- 
" fake the fea: fo likewife, weak archers, ufirig fmall 
*' arid hollow fhafts with bows of little power, muft 
•* be content to give place for a time. And this I do 
** not fay W-difcourage any weak (hooter: for,. as there 
** ia Vio better (hip than a galley, in a fmooth and 
^' calno fea ; fb, no man fhoots more gracefully or 
*^ nearer his mark, than fome weak archers do, in a 
** fair and clear day. . Thus, every archer ipuft know, 
*' not only what bow ahd Ihaft is fitted for him to (hoot 
** with, but alfo^ what time and feafon is beft for him 
•V to (hoot' in. And, if the weather is too bad for your 
** (hooting, leave off for that day, and wait a better 
•* feafon. 

•* In every one of the times before mentioned, the 
^ weather alters; fometimes \t is windy; fomctimcs 
*' calmi fometimes cloudy; fometimes clear;, fome- 
•* tinnes hot; fometimes cold; fometimes the wind is 
** moift and thick; fometimes dry and Smooth. A Uttle 
^ wind, in a moift day, ftops a (haft more than a good 
•* wh^(king wind in* a clear day. And, indeed) I have 
** obferved, when there has been no wind at all, the air 
. •* fo mifty and thick^ that both* the marks have been 
** fijrpriiingly large. And once, when the plague was in 
•* Cambridge, the down-wind twelve fcore mark, for 
^ the fpace of three we^s, was thirteen fcore and an 
•• half i and into the wind, being not very great, a 
•* g^eat deal above fourteen fcore. 

•• The wind is fometiipes plain up and down,, which 
^ commonly is moft certain, and requires the leall 

<* knowledge 
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** knowledge; wherein an indifferent (hooter, with indif- 
" fcrent ioftruments, if he can (hoot home, may make 
«* the beft (hift. A? fide-wind tries an archer and gtJod 
*^ gear very rhuch. Sometimes it btows a-loft^ fomc- 
" times cloie to the ground; fometimes it blows by 
" Wafts; fometimes it cbntinues in one blaft; fome- 
*^ times an archer will find a full fide-wind, fometimes 
** a. quarter- wind (32) and more with him: or, on the 
*^ contrary, againft him; which may be difcovered by 
*^ calling up light grafs; and may be eafily learnt 
" by a very little oblervation and experience/* 

** To fee the wind is impoflible, fo fine and fubtil 
" is the nature of it: yet, I once had an opportunity 
** of obferving the nature of the wind, by attending to 

_*^ a drift of loo(c fnow, over a plain of frozen fnow, in 
** a clear day. Sometimes the wind was not more 
*' than two yards broad, and would carry the loo(e fnow 
" as far as I could fee: another time the fnow would 
*^ blow over half th^ field at once: fometimes the 
" fnow would tumble foftly', and, by and by, it would 
" fly furprifingly faft. And this I perceived al(b, that 
*^ the wind goes by ftreams and not wholly together^ 
*^ For, I could fee one (beam within a fcore of me ; 
** then, the fpace of two fcore, no fnow would ftir ; 
?* but, at a like- diftance, another ftream of (how^ at 
*^ the Very fame time, would be carried likewile, but 
" but not equally ; for, the one would lie ftill, while 
" the other flew apace, and fo continue: fometimes 
^' more fwiftly, fometimes more flowly, fometimes 
" broader, fometimes narrower, as far as I could 
** (ee. Nordid it fly ftmight; but fometimes it turned 

^^ this way, fometimes ,that> and fometimes it ran 



(32) Afcham diftinguifties the arcner's winds, thus,, up-viindy 

** round 
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/' round in a cirde* And igttn> the fnow would he 
«^ lifted clean from the ground up into the air, and hy 
^ aiid by, it would be all laid clofe upon the ground^ 
^< as though there had been no wind at all: imme* 
** diately, it would rife and fly again, Aftd what was ^^e 
" nrwft wonderful; at one timc^ two drifts of fnow 
*' flew, the one out of the weft into the eaft, the other 
•* out of the north into the eaft. And, by means of 
*• the fnow, I obferved two winds, the one crofi over 
*' the other like two high- ways. And again, I could 
"hear the wind blow in the air^ when nothing was 
" ftirred on the ground. And, when all was ftill 
** where I rode,, not very far from me the fnow. was 
«* lifted up wonderfully. This experience made me 
*' more furprifed at the nature, than* (killed in the 
** knowledge, of the wind : but yet, thereby I learned 
" perfe&iy, that it is no wonder at all, that, in the wind, 
" a man lofes his length in (hooting, feeing, that in fo 
•* many ways, the wind is variable in blowing." 

** The more uncertain and deceitful the wind is, 
'* the more heed muft a wife archer give, to undcr- 
•* ftand the changes of it. He that doth miftruft, is 
** feldom deceived. 'For, although thereby he fhall 
*' not'attain to that which is beft; yet, by fuch means, 
" hf fhall at Icaft avoid that which is worft. Befides 
*' -all thefe kind of winds, you muftobfcrveif any cknid 
*' appears and gathers by little and little againft you ; or, 
" if a Ihower of raih is likdy to fall upon you; for 
V theni both the driving of the weather and the thick- 
" ening of the air increafes the mark : when, after the 
^' fliowcr, all things are, on the contrary, clear and calm; 
*' and the mark, for the moft part, new to begin again^ 
** You muft take heed alfo ; if ever you (hoot where 
^^ one of the marks, oc both, ftand a litde Ihort of an 
*V high wall, for there you may be cafily deceived*. 

" If 
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" If you take gr^fs and caft k up, to fee how the 
" wind is, you vf^V frequently fuppofe that you fcoot 
** down the wind, when you are (hooting diredly 
*' againft it. And the rcafon is plain: for the-wind^ 
" which cames indeed agamft you, rebounds bacl<; 
** again at the wall^* and whirls back to the prick and 
" a litde further, and then turns again j as violent 
*^ water againft a r,ock or high beach. So that, the 
** grafs caft up will fly that way which, indeed, is the 
** longer mark, and deceive quickly a Ihooter that is 
*^ not aware of it. And this I have repeatedly experi- 
" enccd, when fhooting at marks ftanding within walls 5 
'* as thofe at Norwich and York, And therefore, *;in 
" Ihooting at marks fo fituated, I made ufe of the 
" foltowing expedient: I firft went to the nrijddle diA 
'^ tance between them, which was an open place, and, 
" with a feather or light grafs, found out as well as I 
" could, how the wind was: that done, I went to the 
'* prick as faft as I could, and according as I had found 
*' the wind when I was in the mid- way between the 
" marks; fo, I was fain to be content to make tny fliot 
" as well as I could." 

*^ You muft alfo be very obfervant when you fhodC 
" near the Jea coaft^ although two or three miles fronn 
" the fea; for there careful attention will mark ex- 
" traordinary changes, in the dearcft day. The fame 
" remark may be made by the fide of a river, efpe- 
" cially if it is afFefted by^a tide; where, whoever ihall 
" pay a diligent attention to the tide and the weather,i 
'* ifhall eafijy bear away the prize he Ihoots for." 
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SECTION XII. ' ^ 

OF THE FOOTING. 

Footing, j^r Standing in the Windy the beji means 
of counteraSing its EffeBs. 

** TTAVING thus marked the weather, you tnuft," 
A. A fays Afcham, *^ pay much attention to your 
" ftandingy that, by comparing the one with the other, 
** you. may regain by the latter what you loft by the 
** former. And, ill ^iftde wind, you muft ftand fome-* 
^* what acrofs into the wind 9 by which means you will 
« fhoot the furer." 

\ In the preceding Seftion, we find Afcham calling 
our attention to the winds ; in tlie prelpnt, he has given 
us an excellent rule for counterading their efFed upon 
the arrow. 

^ It is ufual, with feveral archers, to make what they 
term an allowance for the wind, (hooting wide of the 
mark and on the fide on which the wind lies, in order 
that the wind may carry the arrow to the mark. This, 
requires very great judgment and nice (hooting indeed, 
to be of any advantage ; and frequently deceives^ The 
young archer (hould be particularly cautioned not to 
truft too much to the wind: for, great reliance upon 
that viiW not Only bring him frequent difappointment at 
any one time, but alfo may lead him to contract an 
habit of trufting more to the wind than to his (hooting; 
by which means he will always (hboc with much un- 
certainty. Standing in the wind and (liooting through 

it, 
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it, will be found fkr more certain thin leaving the fhaft 
to be guuied by the wind: for, by this means we render 
unneceflary, or> at leaft, greatly cohtraft our allowance 
for it. 

Afcham muft frequently have experienced the good 
cffeft of this- part of archery; for he adds, •* this point 
" well known and properly managed in (hooting gairfs 
" more advantage, commendation, and praife to an 
^' archer, than any other thing bcfides." 



SECTION XIII,; 
OF TAKING AIM. 

Qbjervations. 

^ /^F giving ^im," fay 3 Afcham, "I fcarcely know 
*^ ^^ what to fay- In a ftrange place, it takes away 
** all opportunity of /^^/^/^j' (33), which is the only 
5* praife of it ; yet, in my opinion, it hipders the 
** knowledge of (hooting, and makes men niore neg- 
** ligent, which is difprai(e. Though ainri be giverx, 
** yet ob(erve, that at another man's (hoot you cannot 
** well take aim, nor even at your own ; becau(e, thp 
*'^ weather will alter, even in a minute, and that at onp 



(33) I confefs, that I do not comprehend what Afcham means 
hy foul play in giving aim \ particularly, ds archery, of all other 
paftimes, feem^ capable of qfFording tht leaji opportunity for fpul 
play. In thefe days it is received and adopted as the moft gentle- 
manly recreation, and is attended by the moft liberal and mannerly 
fociety; who have no caufe to exclaim with the jp^oet, procul.6 
proful ifte pirofani. 

P « mark 
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« ttaflc, and not at the odier, and aftcft your ftaft in 
<^ the air, when you fhall perceive no wind on ifce 
<< ground $ as I myfelf have feen Ihafcs tumUe aloft in 
^^ a very fair day/' 



SECTION XIV, 
PF KEEPING A LENGTH. 

Cautions and Remarks. 



<c 



WHEN,** fays Afcham, " you have taken good 
footing; before you fet your fhaft in the bow, 
*^ obfcrve whether it has any earth or wet adhering to 
*^ iti for either of diem will caufe it to lofe the 
" length. You muft alfo attend to the head, kft it 
^^ fhould have received ai>y hurt in the laft (hoot; for, 
** by lighting upon a ftone, the head will fometinnes 
*^ be injured, the fhaft crooked, and the feather da- 
•■^ maged j the leafl: of which accidents will occafion a 
** man to lofe the length. And therefore, they muft 
^' be noticed when the fhaft is taken up, and remedied, 
** by making the head fmooth, which will aflift ks 
** flight. For which purpofe, every archer carries about 
" him a file, a flone, fi(h-fkin, and a piece of cloth.*' 
^^ To look at the Ihaft head, at the loofe, is the 
" greateft help in keeping* Jeiigth that can bcj but 
" it hinders excellent fhooting ; becaufe a man cannot 
^* flioot perfeftly flraight, unlefs he looks at his maii: 
^ was I to ftioot at a line, and not at a mark, I woul4 
^^ always look at my fhaft end/* ^ 

'« Now 
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'* Now, if you mark the weather diligentfyy keep your 
^^ (landing exalify^ hold and nock truly^ draw and loofe 
^* always alike, and keep your elevation correSily^ you 
*^ will never mifs your length/' 



SECTION XV. 
OF SHOOTING STRAIGHT* 

Obferoations — Different means to Jhoot Jiraight ufed 
by different Archers — Different ways of looking at 
the Mark — Nature and Powers of the Eye — Caufes 
of not Jhooting Jiraight — Remedy — Neceffity ' of 
keying the Eye always fixed upon the Mark. 

LASTLY, fays Afcham upon the fubjed of {hoot- 
ing, ** it only rennains for you to ihoot Jiraight. 
** As the weather belongs principally to the keeping a 
*^ length, (yet a fide-wind belongs alfo to (hooting 
** ftraight), even (b, the nature of the prick is to fliooc 
" ftraighL The length or Ihortnefs of die mark is 
** always under the rule of the weather: yet, there is 
** fomewhat in the mark worthy the notice of an 
'' archer. If the pricks (land on a ftraight and plain 
*^ ground, they are the beft to (boot at. If the mark 
^^ (lands on an hill-fide, or the ground is uneven, with 
** pits and windings between the marks, the eye muft 
*' think that to be ftraight, which is crooked. The 
^* cffeft of this is feen in painting, and it is enough for 
** an archer to notice and attend to it^ The chief rca- 
*^ fon why men do not (hoot ftraight, is becaufe they. 
*^ look at their Jhaft. And this &ult arifes, when a 

P 2 ** man 
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man is ndt taught to Ihoot when he is young. If he 
learns to fhoot by himfelf, he is afraid of drawing 
his fliaft through his bow; and therefore always keeps 

' his eye upon his (haft, and cuftom confirms \iixt\ in 
this fault. Men continue longer in this fault, l>e- 
caufe they find it fo advantageous in kteping a 
length ; and yet, to fhoot ftraight, they ufe feveral 
devices. Some fix their eye upon a tree or hill 
beyond the mark, or elfe notice fome plain objed: 
betv/cen the marks : others find out fome mark a 
bow wide of the prick, and then take care to keep 
thelTifelves on the hand upon which the prick ftands: 
a method which poff^ffes a greater advantage, than 
thofe are apt to believe, who have not tried iti 
Some, and thofe very good archers [as has been 
before noticed] in drawing, look at the mark, until 
the (haft is drawn nearly to the head; then they 
look at the (haft, but at the very loofe, with a fecond 
fight, they find the mark again. But this method as 
well as thofe before noticed, are but (hifts, and are 
not to be followed in (hooting ftraight. For to 
have the eye always on the mark, isi. the or^ly 
way to (hoot ftraight ; and, I apprehend, fo ready 
and eafy a way, if it be learned in youth, and con- 
firmed by ufe, that a man will never mifs therein. 
Men doubt what way is beft in "looking at the 

mark; whether betwixt the bow and the ftring; 
above or beneath the hand^ and many other ways: 
yet, it is of little confequente, which way a np^n 
looks at his mark, if he (hoots gracefully. Xhc 

-diverfity of men's ftanding and drawing is the caufc 
of their looking at the mark diflFerent ways: yet, they . 
all lead the hand to (hoot ftraight, if nothing elfe pre- 
vents it. So that gracefulnejs is the only criterion for 
looking at the mark/' 

" Some 
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*^ Some wonder, why, when the eye is fixed on the 
^ rtiark, the hand (hould go ftraight: but let them 
**. recolleft, that the eye commands, as it were, all the 
*• members of the body. This is apparent in many 
" things, but moft evident in fencing and fighting; in 
" which a man fhall read in the eye of his antagonift, 
" where he intends to ftrike him. Therefore, an 
*^ archer who learns to look at his mark when he is 
" young will always fhoot ftraight. What prevents a 
*^ man, who looks at his mark, from fhooting ftraight, 
** are, a fide wind; too ftrong or too weak a bow; 
"'a weak bow-arm; the feather running too much on 
" the bow; a large breafted ftiaft for one whb (hoots 
** iinder-hand, bccnufe it will hobble ; a fmall breafted 
" fliaft for one who ftioots over his hand, becaqfe it 
** will ftart; a pair of winding pricks ; and many other 
" things, which an archer muft notice and learn to 
" amend. 

'" If a man would leave oflT looking at his fliaft, and 
*^ would learn to look at his mark, he may make ufe of 
^^the following exp^ient; which a good fliooter told 
" me he once did. Let him take his bow at night, and •« 
** ftioot at two lights I when he will, from neceflity, be 
** compelled to look always at his marki and never at his 
" fliaft; and this method once or twice ufed, will caufe 
" him to forfake looking at his fliaft. . Yet, muft he 
" be very careful not to/et his fliaft in his bow*'^ 

Afcham means that both eyes fliould be fixed on the 
mark, as archers do nof fliut one in fliooting. 

I cannot, perhaps, finifli this chapter on fliooting, 
more* to the archer's fatisfadion, than , by giving him 
the two following extrafts, relative to the fubjeft. The 
firft is from Vegetius; and the other is taken from a 
boojc printed at the commencement of the feventeenth 
century. 

P 3 «' Great 
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/ <' Great attention ihould be given^ that the young 
<* archer holds his bow with caution and (kill, occupy^ 
^^ ing it manfully : that his left haiid is fteady i that his 
'^ right hand draws the firing with judgment j that 
<< both bis eye and his mind a£l together upon the 
<* objeft of his aim: and that, whether on foot or on 
, ** horfeback, he learns to Ihoot ftraight (34). 

** Shooting }a the long-bowe, is both healthful 
*' for the bodie, and neceflary for the common-wealth ; 
" the firft extending the limbes and making . them 
** pliant, the other an able ftrength fit to prelcrvc 
** and defend his countrie. And firft, for (hootitig in 
** the long-bowe, a man muft obferve thefe few rules t 
** firft, that he have a good eye to behold and difcerne 
" his marke j a knowing judgment to underftand the 
** diftance of ground to take the true advantage of a 
*' fide-winde, and to know in. what compaffc his arrow 
" muft fliej and a quick dextemtie to give his fhaft a 
" ftrong, Iharpe, and fodaine loofe. He muft, in the 
** aftion itfelf, ftand faire, comely and upright with 
" his body j his left foot a cotvenient ftride before 
*' his right; both his hamnles ftifit; his left armc 
*^ holding his bowe in the midft ftrecht ftrait^out: 
" and his right arme with his three firft fingers and his 
** thumb (35) drawing the ftringto his right carcj the 
*^ nock of his arrowe^ refting between his for-finger and 



(34) At DoAores ad banc rem et lartilices eligendi : et major 
adhibenda folertia, ut arcvun diligenter ac fcienter teneantu ut 
fortiter itnpleant: at (iniflra fixa fit, et dextra cum rations duca- 
tur: ut ad illud quot feriendum eft: occulus pariter animufque 
coofentiant : ut live in equo, five in terr^, redum fagittare doce» 
ant. Fegeiius^ Cap. i;. 

(3O The thumb is not ufbd, butfomewbat turned down ia 

« long 
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" long-'firiger of his right hand ; and the fteale of hU 
** arrowe, bclowe the feathers, upon the middle knuckle 
" of his for-finger on his left-hand. He (hall draw 
** his arrow up clofe to the head, and deliver it on the 
" inftant, without hanging on the ftring. The beft 
'^ bowe is either Spani(h or Englilh yewe, and the ' 
** worft of witchen or elnn. The bell ihaft is of burch, 
*' fugar-cheft or brafcll; and the beft feather gray or 
i^ white/' Country Contentments. (London, i6i5,) 
Chap. 8. p. 107. School of Recreation, by R. H. 
1684. ' 
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CHAPTER IX. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND CAUTIONS. 



SfeCTION I. 



Means of attaining to Excellence in Jhooting — An 
Art in Archery to be found out and commanded. 

IN a preceding part of the ^oxophilusy we find Af- 
cham referring the young archer to an attentive 
obfervation and iniitation of the feveral qualities of the 
beft archers. Bad precepts reduced into pradtice, as 
well as bad examples, will only bring him frequent dif- 
appointment. For, as AfchaAi obferves, ** there are 
*' fome who poffefs a very good bow and good Ihafts, 
** and very good knowledge of fliooting, but they have' 
'* been brought up in fuch evil-favoured Ihooting, 
^* that they can neither (hoot gracefully, nor near the 
** mark." And that " the want of proper inftru(ftion 
*' caufes many to decline beginning to (hoot, and more 
" to leave off (hooting, when they, have begun." 

After having obtained good inftruftion and exam- 
ple, praftice and earneft endeavours muft perform the 
reft ; for, difufe and carelelTnefe are fore enemies to 
archery. - 

' There is, as Afcham obferves, *' an art in archery,^\ 
which we muft endeavour to find out^ and to command. 

But 
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But we may lay with the poetj hoc opus, hie labor efi. 
There are many arts, in whieh men are fo aided by a 
cpmplication of mechanical power, that the ^»^m^, and 
not the many may be faid to accomplHh the en<i. This is 
not the cafe with the bow, an inftrument of moft fimplc 
conftrudion ; and, being fo, it "depends, for its opera- 
tion and efFed, entirely upon the conftant attention and 
(kill of man. Perhaps, no art whatever requires more 
attention ; if wc would attain high perfe<5tion in it. Like 
the an of mufic which can produce maily who can per* 
form exceedingly well upon an inftrument ; yet but few 
Orpheus' s: fo, archery can boaft of mapy good ihooters, 
but of few Robin Hoods. 



SECTION II. 

Of ufirig Jirong Boxes — General Rules for choojmg 
the Power of Bows. 

TT is a common fault (particularly with young 
■*" ihooters, who, in general, are fond of exerting their 
ftrength to the utmoft) to ufe bows, which ar? too ftrong 
, for them to manage with eafe. By which means, they not 
only ftrain their mufcles, but fometimcs injure them fo 
much, as to deprive themfelves of the exercife or the bow 
for a time; and fome have, from this caufe, repented that 
they ever took it up. Independent of the obfervation, 
it is often owing to this circumftance that young (hooters 
make little progrefs in the art; for Afcham obferves, that, 
** this thing makes fome to overftioot the mark, fome to 
" (hoot far wide, and perchance to hurt a by-ftander.*' 

And 
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Ani, in another place, he remarks, << that the flrong^ 
^ men do not always draw the ftrongeft ftipt : which 
•• proves, that drawing ftrong lies not fo nouch in the 
•* fireMgth of a man, as in the uff K^JkoQting. For, that 
•* a ftrong nnan not ufed to (hoot, has his arms, bread 
«« and Ihouldcrs, and other parts, wherewith he fhould 
•• draw ftrongly, one hindering and ftopping another.'^ 
And, *^ the ftrongcr the man, the more unhandibmcly 
** he (hoots 5 and the fooner he breaks his bow/* But, 
** that if a ftrong man, with «/Jr of fliooting, could apply 
•^ all the parts of his body together, he would then 
•• both drawftron ger ?nd (hoot better than another 
•* Man, And thus, ftrong men, without ufe, caa 
•* do nothing in (hooting, to any purpofe, neither in 
•• war nor peace j but if they happen to (hoot, yet, 
•* they have done in a (hoot or two. When, a weak 
•* man, that is ufed to (hoot, (hall ferve for all times 
•* and purpofes ; and (hall (hoot ten (hafts againft the '\ 
•• other's four, and draw them up to the point every 
^ time, and (hoot them to the moft advantage : draw-* 
•• ing and withdrawing his (haft when he pleafes; mark- 
•• ing at one man and yet letting drive at another. 
•• Again, he that is not ufed to (hoot, (hall by awk- 
•* wardly holding his bow and knocking his (haft, and 
^ not looking to. his ftring in time, continually ri(k the 
^ breaking of his bow, Befides, he will (hoot very few 
•• (haftSy and thofe moft awkardlyj fome not half 
•• drawn up; fome too high; fbmetoolowj nor can 
•* he drive a (hot at one time, or ftop a (hot at another; 
•• but out it muft> and often to litde purpofe {j>f>Y^ 

- Bifhop 



( j6) The following anecdote will fully prove the truth of Af- 
^2ikC% obfervations. Some few years ago, there was a firong 
man^. named Topham ; who exhibited farprifing feats of ftrength, 
tod who bappeued to be at a puUic-boufe near IHington, to 

whicfa^ 
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Bilhop Latimer in bis fermon (before quoted) in* 
forms us, " that he had his bows bought for him sk:- 
^\ cording to his ag€, zndjirengtby and, as he encreafed 
** in them, fo his bows were made heavier and 
*' ftronger." This methbd, of learning to Ihoot, war 
fcrupuloufly attended to by the Perfians, who trained up 
their youth to be moft excellent archers. And Leo, in 
his TaaicSy advifcs, that the bow (hould be fomcwfaat 
under the power of the Ihooter (37). • 

It is not poflible to lay down any precife rule, with 
r^fped to the exaft power of the bow which a young 
archer Ihould/r;^ take up, or, which is adapted to roery 
man. But an obfervation fimilar to what Afcham has 
made, in fpeaking of arrows, may be very properly 
applied to this head: namely, that when a man knows 
his own ftrcngth, and the nature of his bow, he muft 
provide and. fit himfelf accordingly; duly confidering 
the kind of (hooting he propofes to himfelf, with re- 
fpcft to diftance, which imuft often determine his 
choice. However, it may be noticed, that few men 



which the* Fin (bury Archers reforted after th^r exeTcife. ^Topham 
coniidered the long bow as a play thing, only fit for a child; 
wpon which, one of the archers laid him a bowl of punch, that he 
could not draw the arrow two thirds of its length. Tophara ac- 
•cepted this bet with the greateft confidence of winning ; but, , 
bringing the arrow t6 his breaft, inftead of his ear, he was greatly 
mortified by paying the wager, after many fruitlefs efforts. The 
late Mr. Conftable, who communicated this anecdote, was prc- 
ibnt at the time. 

(37) It feems very necefTary, to caution the young arch^ againft 
a ferious error which has crept into Mr. Mofeley's EJJay on Archery, 
in the quotation of this paflage from Leo : according to whicli 
Quotation, Leo dire6ts the bow to be rather above than beneath 
the power of the ihooter. See Mofeley, page 262. The original 
fpeaks thus, To^apia ii" enarov ndrar iHav 'laxw km ax vttb^ cu/hw^ 
fLo£fi?m h xat a7ra>.:olefa. Arcus etiam lingulorum 'virilms idoneos^ 
non fupra vires, fed potius w/ra vires lUentimn. Leonis TaSica^ 
cap* 6. 
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who feavc obtained their full ftrength, and are in perfcd: 
healthy need fear to take up one under the power of 
forty-eight or fifty pounds fof a (hort length ; of fifty- 
five pounds for a long length ; and of fixty- pounds for 
roving or flight (hooting. Ladfcs and boys bows pof- 
fcfs, on the average, a power of twenty-feven pounds. 
Yet, we find both boys and ladies, who can ufe bows 
of thirty-two pounds weight with^ eafe and flcill. The 
arrows, ufed by ladies and boys, fcldom exceed the 
fcngth of twenty-four inches. And it fhould be ob- 
fcrved, that an archer may often find it more fuitable 
to his ftrength, inclination and purpofe, to increafe the 
power of his boWy 2i,ndJhorfen the length of his arrow. 



SECTION III* 



AFFECTIONS OF TtfE MIXD. 

T T is abfblutely neceflary, that the young archer 
-■- Ihould take up his bow with coolne/s' and attention i 
for hafte and too great eagernefs are qualities in an* 
archer which muft be got rid of, before he can arrive 
at any degree of excellence in the art. As to anger 
and other afFcdtions of the mind, Afcham cautions us 
much againft giving way to them. No inftrument. 
whatever is more afFefted by the impulfe of the animal 
Ipirits than the bow. It is when nor only our bows, 
but our nerves are well ftrung, that we can do juftice to 
the art. We muft call courage and confidence to our aid, 
applying, to our purpofe, the, motto of a noble houfe: 
// Nee tmcre mc timide:' AVhat good effefts thefe two 

great 
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great rcquiiites in archery \irill accompHfh, cannot be 
more forcibly inftaoccd, than in the following cir-^ 
cumftance. At the battle of Agincourt, the Englifli ar- 
chers ( who although alrnoft to a man greatly reduced 
in ftrengch, by the want of fufficient and proper food^ 
and labouring under a raging dyfentery) recollcdii^ 
the valour of,their fore-fathers, and encouraged by their 
braye prince, rnet undifmayed their enemies. And 
hiftorians inform us, " with fuch courage had the 
" king's words infpired them, that though before, the/ 
" zovXdiJcarcely bend their bows, they were now able to 
f^ draw ihtw yard'long arrovvs to the bead.'* 



SECTION IV. 
OF BREAKING BOWS. 

Means by which Bozvs are hroke-r-bi/ the String — hy 
the ^hqft — by Drawing too far — Remedy and 
Tokens of thefe Caufes — by Frets — Obfervations m . 
the Remedy for Frets — by Shooting in Winter^ ^ 

« A SHOOTER," fays Afcham, *« breaks his bow 
** -^^ commonly four different ways; by the firing, by 
" the Ihaft, by drawing too far, and by frets. 

*^ By the firing -^ when it is either too Ihort, too 
*' long, not fafely put on, put on with only one wind- 
" ing or twift in the noofe, put on crooked, cut afuri- 
" der by a bad nock, or permitted to remain too long 
** on the bow. When the firing fails, the bow mufl 

« of 
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«* of ncccffity break, and clpecially in the nniddlc: 
** becaufc both ends, having nothing to ftop them, fly 
*^ back fo far, that the belly muft of neceffity rife up 
** violently; which you will perceive by bending a bow 
** backwards. Therefore, a bow v/hich follows thejlring 
•* is ieaft hurt by the ftring breaking (38). 

•* Bf ^tpafi a bow is broken, either, when it is 
•* too fhort, and fo you fet it in your bow ; or, when the 
^ nock breaks on ajccount of its fmallncfsi or, when 
«* the ftring flips out of the nock on account of its 
*• widenefs. For you pull it to your ear, and then let 
" let it go ; which muft of neceffity break the fliaft at 
•* the Ieaft, and endanger not only the (haft and the 
** ftring, but alfo the bow : becaufe, the bow pofleflb 
^* no power to counteraft its force. This manner of 
•* breaking a bow, is the moft dangerous for by- 
" ftanders ; for, in this cafe, you will fometimes fee 
•*"the end of a bow fly twenty yards from the (hooter, 
" and moft commonly (as I have often obferved) the 
^' upper end of the bow." 

** 5ome archers, who either do not ufe a bow equal 
•^ to their ftrength, or are apt or fear to overdraw 
•* their arrow, and- thereby either fet it in, or draw it 
** through the bow, ufe a piece of cork cut in the 
** fhape of ^ wedge (about an inch broad) the bafe 
** of this is glued againft the infide of the bow, (b 
" that the arrow may reft upon it. The cork 
•' fhould be covered with parchment (the green co- 
** loured is generally ufed)^ which helps to bind the 



{38) Back'd bows being, on account of their reflex fbrm and 
tendency, raore liable to break by the fiiilurc of the ftring than 
felf-bows, which generally follow the. ftring: it has become aa 
©bfervation, with the bow-makers, that a fmart-cafting back'd- 
bow which ftands the breaking of the firft ftring, adds, thereby, 
a guinea to its valuer 

^^ cork 
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«* cork tighter, tod' makes a fmooth path f(k, the 
^* arrow. 

*^ The bow is drawn too far, two ways» Either, 

when you take a longer (haft than your own/V [or 
what your bow will bear], " or clfe, when you Ihxk 
** your hand too low or two high for ihooting properly. 
** This means pulls a back in funder, and then th^ bow 
** flies into many pieces." 

" So that, when you fee a bow broken, having the 
^ belly rifen up towards toth ends or one, the firing 
^' brake it : when it is broken in two pieces^ and, as 
** it were, even off, and, elpecially in the upper end ; the 
** ftiaft-nock brake it: when the back is pulled afun- 
** der in many pieces, too far drawing brake it. Thcfe 
^^ tokens are either always true, or elfc very fcldom 
*' erroneous.** 

** The fourth caufe that breaks a bow is JrefSi 
^ which render a bow apt and ready to break ^by any 
^* of the three ways before mentioned. Frets are to be 
** found in a Ihafr, as well as in a bow, and they arc 
*' very fimilar to a canker, creeping and incrcafing in 
** fuch parts of the bow as are the weakeft (39). To 
** prevent whicH, your bow muft be well trimmed and 
^* dreflcd by a fkilful hand^ that it may come round 
** compafs every where. If your bow hasaktjot in 
** the back, you muft beware of frets, left the parts next 
** the knot are not left ftrong enough to bear with the 
** knot; for, if they are not, the ftrong knot will fret 
^* the weak places near it. Frets are at firft fmall 



(3q) " Beware," fays Afcham, '« of your ihaft-he^ds, dagger, 
** knives and tags ; left they fcratch your bow ; a thing, as before 
** obferved, both unfightly to look on, and dangerous by giving 
** rife to frets." At this day, when no xiaggers^ are worn, we have 
little elfe befides the (haft-head to guard ^e bow from. 

** pinches. 
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•^ pinches, and (as foon as they have ihewn them-» 
" felves) the places about the pinches muft be fcrapcd, 
^^ to make thenn fomewhat weaker ^ and that as well 
** where there is any figns of their coming, as Where 
*^ it is aftually pinched; by which means the pinches 
** will die away, and never incrcafe further into 
" frets/; 

, ** Frets begin often in a pin, for there the good wood 
•* is corrupted, and muft neceflarily be weak, and confe- 
**.quently doth fret. Good bowyers therefore raife 
" each pin, and allow it more wood for. fear of its 
** fretirig. Bows, moft commonly, fret under the hand ;' 
•* not fo much, as fome fuppofe, on account of the 
** moifture as of the beat of the hand (40)." 

*' There is no r^rnedy for frets, but to make the 
" fretted place as ftrong or ftronger than any other. 
" To fill up the fret with fmall (hivers of a quiU 
" and glue, which fome think will anfwer, muft be 
<* ufelefs. For, fuppofe the fret to ceafe, yet, fince 
** the caufe which made it fret before (namely weak- 
** nefs of the place) is not removed, it muft neceflarily 
" fret again. With refpeft to cutting out the frets, 
*' with all manner of piecing of bows, I muft entirely 
** exclude fuch fliifts from perfeft (hooting. For> 
" pieced bows, like old houfes, are more expenfive to 
" repair, than convenient for ufe. Swaddling a bow 
*' much with bands feldom avails, unlefs it is to keep 
** down zffell in the back; otherwife, bands either are 
** unneceflary when the bow is good, or ufekfs when 
*^ it js fpoilt. And, although mean and poor fhooters 



(40) This might have been the cafe, when the handle was only 
waxed \ b,ut, if there is plenty of wood in the handle, is now, 
(efpecially as the handle is cpveitd) ^&ry uncofnmon. 

will 
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'* will fometimes ufe pieced and bandaged bows, 
" becaufe they are not able, to procure better; yet, 
^ upon good confideratjon, they will find it leaft coll , 
*^ and more pleafure to beftow a few additional fliil- 
" lings on a new bow, than to pay a fmall fum for 
" piecing an old one." - 

" There is another means^ which will foon caufc a, 
^^ bow to be broken by one of the. three ways be- 
** fore noticed; and that i^, fliooting in winter when . 
*' there is zny frq^; which penetrates wherever there is 
" any watery huniour ; as there is in woods niore or 
*' lefs: and, it is well known, that frozen fubftances 
" will fooner break than bend* To prevent an acci- 
^^ dent from fuch a caufe; the- bow muft, before it 
' " is ufed, be brought to the fire> and there, by de*- 
" grees, rubbed and chafed with a waxed cloth : which 
" will bring it to fuch a ftate, that it may be IKot in 
," with fufficient fafety. Take heed alfo of mifty 
*' and moift weather, which will hurt a bow more 
" than any rain. For then, you muft either frequently 
*' rub it, or elfe leave off (hooting. In the field alfo, 
" when walking between the pricks, you may, either 
" with your hand or elfe with a cloth, keep your bow 
** in fuch a temper." ^ 

The end of this chapter affords a favourable oppor- 
tunity, of correfting an inaccuracy in a former page. 
{Page 194^. In the explanation of one of Afcham's five 
Points of Archery (drawing) ; it was noticed, that he 
had. cautioned us againft making too great a circle with, 
the body. This obfervation is not quite forreft j for, in 
truth, the left fide of the archer being oppofed to his 
mark, remains Jo in the aftipn of drawing-, the body 
neither making any turn, nor defcribing any part of a 
circle. But, in bringing the bow round to the mark, 
the archer only raifes his arms from his waifl:, in which 
aftion the bow and arrow move in a circular direftion. 

Q. Digitized SECTION e 
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SECTIOlf V* 



OF X^RESERVING BOWS. 



Of Pdijbmg Bows — Bqw-Cafcs'^&f oilmg Bm^s. 

AS CHAM obfcrves, " thart an archer fhouW frc- 
" qucntly rub bis bow,- with a woollen cloth 
" waxed, till it (hines and gKttcrs ; which will caufe it 
-** to be clean, pleating to the ^ye, of a goocj colour, and, 
*' in tinne, form fuch a hard and flippery polilh upon 
^^ it, that neither the weather nor wet can hurt it; 
*^ nor any fret or pinch be able to afFeft it. This 
*^ fixould never be omitted after (hooting (41). 

** BoWs are greatly preferved by being kept in cafes, 
" made of baife or other woollen cloth ; which will 
" preferve them in their full ftrcngth, fo that they 
« will not give in any weather. Leather, being apt to 
" get moift, is not fo good for this ufe. Each bow, 
** when carried to any diftance, Ihould have a.feparate 
*^ cafe, to prevent their rubbing againft each othier: 
" this cafe fhould not be tight, left it ftrain the bow, 
•* and caufe it to caft itfelf. Several bows thus cafed^ 



(41) Sir»J^hn Smith has informed us (^wtf^, Part I. Chap, ii.) 
That, in his time, the archers made ufe of a compofition of wax, 
rofin and iine tallow, for poliihing their bows; which preferred 
Idxem from the eflfeds of all weathers. S£he copal oil vdmtjh diluted 
with^V/'/j of turpentine is known to make an admirable varolii for 
^'ood, impervious to moifture and wet; and, probably, would 
prove a* very great prefervative to bows, particularly thofe whicd 
are backed ; the latter being the fooneft injured by damp, which 
frequently foftens the glue : aijd, when they are drawn, cau&» 
the back to give way. , 
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^ fti^y be put into one large leathern cafe ; and thus 
" may be carried, without injury. At honme, be careful 
*^ not to place your bow too near a ftone wall, which 
^ will make it molft. and weak ; nor too near a fire, 
*^ which will 1-ender it (hqrt and brittle : but, the be(t 
" way is to put your bows into a wooden cafe (42). 

Bows (hould occafionally be rubbed with linfeed 
oil: once in a year is fufficicnt. Yew will abforb oil 
fatter than mott other woods, and therefore, care muft 
be taken not to give it too much. 



SECTION vr. 

OF UNBE15TDING AND CHANGING BOWS DURING 
SHOOTING. 

SOME archers have thought it neceflary to unbend 
thetr bows, whilft others were (hooting, and in walk- 
ing from one mark to the others in order to prevent the 
bow lofing its fpring, by being kept long bent. But, this 
precaution is unneceffafy: a good bow being found to 
IlifFer no injury in feveral hours fhooting* When the 
Ihooting is over, the archer fliould never fail to un- 
brace his bow. On this fubjetft, Afcham gives us the 
following anecdote: I had, fays he> twa bows, the one 
•* quick of caft, neat and elegant, fit for pleafure and 
** profit: the -other a /«g*, flow of caft 3nd following 



(41) Very Gonvenient cafes hare of kte years been made, 
which are called J/ciams^ in memory of the author of the Tox* 
pphilus* 

0^2 ^ the 

^ ' • . Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 248 ] 

" the firing; more fure to laft, than pleafant to ufe-. 

" By accident, they were both left bent all nigh^, and 

*^ part of the next day. In the morning> I found my 

" good bow entirely caft on one fide, and as weak as 

*' water: but, as to the lug, it Was not at all the worfe; 

** but afterwards (hot as well and as far as ever it did.'* 

An archer Ihould avoid, as much as may be, change 

^htg his bow or arrows, during the Jhootingi as, the 

change of either, particularly o( the former ^ will vary his 

fhooting: however, in moving from a Jong to a fliort 

length, or the contrary, it frequently becomes neceflary 

to change the arrows, and fometimes the bow: yet, 

'ibme archers ufc a bow they can command, at all or 

mod lengths. 



SECTION' VII. 

ascham's conclusion. 

« nPHESE things," fays Afcham, « fpoken of me 
«' X generally and briefclye, if they be knawen, 
^' had, and handled, (hall bringe a m^n to.fuche fhoot* 
" inge, as fewe 6r none ever yet came unto: but, 
** furely, if he mxfk in anye one of them, he can never 
*Vhittc the marke; and in the more he doth miflfe, 
*' the farther he (hooteth from his marke." 

To this we*may add anpther remark of Afcham's, in 
hiaown words; viz. *' Againe you knowe, Hefiodus 
** writeth to his brother Perfes, '* that all craftes-men, 
^ by contendinge one honeftly with another, do en- 
** creafe theyr cunninge with their fubftance." And 
' *^ therefore, in London and other great cities^ men of 
♦' one crafte moft commonly dwell together; becaufc in 

" honcfte 
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^' honefte ftrivinge together, who (hall dq beft, everye 
** one may wax both cunning^r and rycher. So like- 
" wyfe, in Ihootinge, to make matches, to aflemble 
'^ archers together, to contend who IhaH Ihoote beft 
*^ and winne the game, encreafcth the ufe of ihootinge 
'* wonderfully amonges men." 

Befides the emulation naturally excited by competi- 
tion, the " Meed of the green Archer," is not want- 
ing to give life to his endeavours i fince there are very 
few focieties, which have not their, bugles, arrows,^ me- 
dals, and other prizes (43). Excellence in this art, 
has in no age gone unrewarded. The applaufe of 
numbers, and a prize from the hands of its patrons, mark 
the Wftory of home-bred archery. In early times, the 
viftpr (according to the Garland) was rewarded- with a. 
gilt Wreath, a filver irrow, or a pipe of wine. At the 
(hootings in the times of Henry VIII. and Charles II. 
Wood tells us, the archer's prizes were bows of gold and 
filver, pieces of plate and money. Bowman* s Glory. The 
general tneetings of the different focieties of archers in 
England, fince the late revival of the art, have been 
attended with a very confiderable difplay of grandeur* 
At the meeting on Black-heath (in the year 1791) there 
were fixteen fair of targets on the ground, each pair 
having its fociety in uniform. The novelty of the 
fight attrafted fuch a concourfe of people, that the 
fliooting was much impeded ; which has obliged the 
archers, on public occafions,' to . refort to fome more 
obfcure place. The prizes "wtrtgold zndjiher medals. ^ 
Sec a further account of this meeting in Har^ove's Anec^ 
dotes y p. 100. 

(43) Thc*Toxophilite Society are now in pofleffion of the badge, 
lioticed by Mr^ Barrington, and fuppofed to have been p>eferi«-i 
cd to the Finlbury archers, by Catherine of Portugal, wife of 
GhailMlL 

Q^- CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 

OF THE SEVERAL KINDS OF SHOOTING, AND THE 
RULES to BE OBSERVED THEREIN. 

THERE are fix kinds of (hooting with the^long- 
bow: vi«. 
Roving — Hoyle - (hooting— Flight - (hooting— Butt- 
(hooting— Prick or Target-fhooting, and Clout- 
(hooting. 



SECTION I. 
ROVING. 

ROVING, or (hooting at rovers,' is doubtle(s of all 
other, the nioft ancient kind of (hooting; and 
was principally attended to in this country, during the 
period when the bow was a national and miliury wta* 
pon. It was that ftrong and powerful kind of (hooting, 
the negleft of which, both HoUinfhed and Afcham fo 
much lament. Rovers, are, in fad, (as the word im- 
ports) cafual and unmeafurcd or varied marks ^ gene- 
rally at confiderable diftances, and (hot at with longer 
and heavier arrows than thofe ufed for moft other kinds 
of (hooting. Thefe marks ar.e of three forts: namely, 
I ft. Ground marks; as lajid marks, (tones, or any other 
objeds that arc fu(Hciently diftinft, cither upon the 

ground 
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ground, or not more than a foot or two above it. adi 
High marks i as trees, tall bu&es, &c. 3d, ButtSy and 
prick marks. 

This kind of (hooting was greatly prized by our an*, 
ceftors, as peculiarly requiring not only much (kill, but 
alfo confiderable ftrength, and a knowledge of diftance; 
the command of which two latter qualities in archery 
was every thing in the field. And, fo attentive was the 
legiflature to fupport and encourage thefe important 
points in the ufc of the bow; that we find, when ar- 
chery began to decline upon the ufc of crofs-bows and . 
fire-arms, and men began, as Hollinlhed obferves, " to 
** fhoot compals for paftime,'* an ad of parliament 
was pafled (33 Hen. 8. c. 9.) whereby, it is enafted, 
** that no man under the age of twenty-four years ihall 
** (hoot at any (landing prick, except it be at a ronjer^ 
** whereat he (hall change at every (hoot his mark, upon 
** pain for every (hoot, doing the contrary, four-pence, 
*' And that no perfon, above the faid age of twenty-r 
*s fpur years, (hall (hoot at any mark of eleven Jcore 
** yards or under ^ with any prick-Jhaft or flighty under the 
** pain to forfeit for every (hoot, fix (hillings and cight- 
" pence." The a6b does not prefcribe the length or 
weight of the arrow to be ufed. The fame adt ordered 
the creftion of butts in ^very town, at which men 
were to (hoot on Sundays and holydays. 

Thefe butts were often (hot at as roving marks^ 'and 
not, as we generally (hoot at them at this day, as 
ftanding marksy without changing the diftance at every 
(hot^ but, going the round and changing the iiiU at 
every fliot. Dr. Mulcafter (mentioned in a preceding 
part of thefe Trafts who lived at the time the above 
aft of parliament paflTed) obferves, that "in ro\ing you 
" may ule either the buttCy or the pricke, by the way, 
*^ for your marke, as your pleafure (hall be/* 

CL4 T^ie 
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' The Lengths in theFinA)Ury Fields, which were of very 
confiderable extent, conlifted of feveral hundred marks, 
from nine fcore to near twcnty-fcore yards; and were 
marked by ftones (44), on which the names of the 
marks were cut : many of them cxift to this day. And 
the Archers divifion of the Artillery company of London 
have, for centuries pad, been in the habit of (hooting 
at thofe marks once in every three or four years ; and 
caufing' all obftruftions, which prevented one mark 
being fcen from th? other, to be removed: as' their 
charter warrants. As was obfcrved, this kind of ftioot- 
' ing required ikill, ftrength, and a good eye capable of 
afccrtaining,' by a glance, pretty nearly the diftance of 
the mark to be fhot at. It was, no doubt, the (hooting 
alluded to by Leo, in his Tallies ^ who commanded the 
archers to cxercifc themfelves *^ in holts, hills,~ dales, 
** woods and plains, to enure them to all the chances 
** of war." Roving has the advantage of prick (hoot- 
ing, by carrying our fteps through an extent of country. 
On which account. Dr. Mulcafter, fpeaking of the ar- 
chery of England, adds, *^ wherein roving mull needes 
** be .the beft and moft healthfuU, both for varieties of 
** motion in diverfities of foile; and, by ufing a// archery 
" in -exercifing one kinde." The particular advantage 
to the archer, who praftifes roving, is, that by (hooting 
at high elevations, frequently at an elevation of forty 
five degrees, he draws more towards his bread, or 
the point of his (houlder; and, confequently, learns 
to command a very ftrong bow, acquires a knowledge 
of diftance, and gives a degree of more powerful ex- 
'crtion to his body, than moft other kinds of archery 



(44) See a copy of a map of feme of thefe marks annexed to Bar- 
rington's Ohfervations on Archeiy : and the J^mefor the.Finsbury Archtrs^ 
which latter contains the names and diftancos of all the marks. 

afford i 
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afford ; and, in faft, purfues the means to become 
a perfcft archier. For Carew,*^^ his Survey of CornwaU, 
fpeaking of the fame of the old Cornilh archers, takes 
occafion^to remark, " that for neere and well-aimed* 
*' (hooting, butts made them perfeft in the one, and 
^* roving in the other: for, Prickes, die firft corrupttr 
** of archery, through too much precifeneffe, were thca 
^' fcarcely knowne, and little pradifed." (45) 



ORDER OF THE GAME. ♦ . 

Rules. (46) 

T. For the finding of your mark, it muft. be wijiim 
every man^s reach. Alfo the precifely naming 
your mark, prevents much altercation. 

2. For 'Whites you may have as many as you will, lb 
they be z\\ forwards i and, if you fhoot at any loofe 
white, if it ht firiken out of fight ^ it is no mark. 

jd. Although the wood of the ftake be above the pin 
(47), you are to meafure at the pn^ if there be 
any ; becaufe it Is put in for that purpofe. 

4. If you find a bufti or a black; whatfoever you find 
bighefl in it, being within compafs of the mark^ 



(45) Roving is ftill kept up by tfie Toxophilite Society. Mn 
Barrington informs us, that'the late General Oglethorpe, in com- 
pany with the old Du6e of Rutland and others of- coniiderable 
rank, was apcuftomed to flioot in the neighbourhood of Londoa. 
Ohfervatlons en A'chfry. 

(46) All thefe rules (except the three laft) which were always 
obferved by the Pip (bury Archers, are taken from the Aimefor the 
Finjbury Archers^ and the rules annexed to Shotterel end Dmfey*s 
Poem on Archcy, 

(47) The pin or peg fccured the mark to the ftake. 

you 
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ypu are to. take the higheft part thereof for your 
place to meafure at. 

5. For all trees you are to meafure at foot and pole ; 

except, in naming them, you fay, at the nail^ 
or at the hole in fuch a tree : or, being a tree of 
' fo fmall height, that you niay reach the top of it 
with half your bow, then you may take the 
higheft part to meafure at : but, for foot and pole, 
, you muft meafure a foot above the higheft ground 
which joins the tree. 

6. If, in meafuring a ftioot, the difference is fo fmall 

that it cannot be decided : then that competitor 
fliall win the fhoot, which is beft at the next 
mark. 

7. If, in meafuring a fhoot, by hafte, the mark is ftirred 

out of its place, he is to lofe the (hoot that mea- 
. fures it. 
8; If, at firft coming to the mark, you claim two, 
and the contrary fides draw their arrows: you are 
to win no more than yau firft claimed, although 
your partner, when he comes, challenges more. 

9. If you name one mark dind Jhoot at another y you 

are to loofc your ftioot, and the others are to fol- 
low at the mark named. 

10. If your arrow breaks^ you may meafure from /the 

ne^refl: piece that hsis wood and Ipeady or wood and. 
feather. 

,11. If you hayeany mifliap, as in nocking amifs, &c. 
if you can reach your arrow with your bow^ you 
may flioot again ^ if it fly further, it is a ftipot. 

VI. In ftiooting at rovers, you muft ftand ho further 
from your laft mark [or ftanding place], than you 
can reach, with half your bow (48 )• 13* . He 

(48) The rule in Shatter el and Durfey^ adds, ** but at Prtch yoti 
•* are permitted to ftand two 6iows before your mark, and as much 
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13. He who gets the caft, has the privilege of n^miiig 

the Jianding place and the next mark,^. and leads. 
Note, It is a general rule at all games, thac the 
Ihooter who gets the caft, or his partner leads, 

14. No arrow can count which is not- within j?i;tf hows 

(49), or ten yards of fome part of the mark. 

15. Seven is the game. 

Note. As it is not always poffible to know, whether 
the mark given, is within the reach of every Ihooter: 
and it is not always convenient to be reftrained in point 
of diftance, on account of a weak (hooter; therefore, 
the firft of the above rules is fubjedt to this variation, 
viz: 

That, if any Ihooter thinks he cannot reac4i the 
mark, he may walk in a reafonable diftance; opon 
. condition, that he ftioots with z flight arrow, and draws 
it to. the bead. It may here be obfervcd, that in (hoot- 
ing games in general, the archer is at liberty to ufc 
what fort pf arrows he chufes: each archer (hoots two 
arrows ; and a forfeit is generally paicj, if an archer 
does nop diftingui(h his arrow, by his own particular 
mark. 



'** ^^^/W it as you pleafe." However, this part of the rule feems 
to have been long exploded, and the former part of it is adopted 
in prici'Jhwting as well as in roving. 

(49) The meafure by the bow\^ alluded to in the following ftanza. 
" The fcreffes men fchot foil faft, 
** As archares that weren godde, 
** Ther cam non ner ney the marke 
** Bey half a god af chares ^«wr." 

Roifyn Hodi and th Patter. NewGarUmd^ 



SECTION 
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SECTION II. 
HOYLE-SHOOTING. 

HOYLE is an old north country word, Cgnifying 
foiall eminences, as mole-hills, or thiftlcs, docks, 
and other prominent marks, Hoyle-fhooting is a game 
mentioned by Drayton -, who, fpeaking of Robin Hood 
arid his archers, fays, 

*' At long butts, fliortand Aoylesy each one could cleave the 
" pin/' 

Poly '01b. Song. 26. 

This fort of (hooting is (ftridly fpeaking) roving i 
as the marks fhoi at are at varied and uncer- 
tain diftances. Indeed, it differs from roving only 
in this ; that thofc diftances are always Jhort : fome- 
4imes not more than fifteen or twenty yards> at the 
fancy of the leader. This ftiooting is ufed by way 
of variation, to conclude and determine butt-(hooting, 
when the games at the latter d,tt equal on both fides* 

ORDER OF THE GAME. 

Rules. . . 

THE 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, loth, nth, lath, 
13th; and 15th, rules for roving, are applicable 

' to hoyle-lhooting. 

The mark given is never to cxceed^.vy5r^r^— and the 
neareft arrow wins. 



SECTION 
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SECTION III. 
FLIGHT - SHOOTING. 



FLIGHT-SHOOTING takes its apppllation from 
the flighty or light arrows ufed in this g^me : which 
is (hot without regard to marky or fixed diftance. The 
lighted arrows that will ftand in the bow, are made ufe of; 
aad, the greateft poffible diftance is the only objeft. 

This kind of (hooting affords opportunities of trying 
experiments; by comparing the flight of long, fhort, 
heavy and light, and of (harp and blunt-piled arrows, 
in all weathers (50): as well as the powers of different 
bows. 



ORD££ 



' ( 50) It is fuprifing how a well-made and well-loofed arrow will 
contend againft, and even gain upon the wind. Th^Jwiftnefs of an 
arrow is well defcribed by Ovid ': 

Swift as kis words the fatal arrow flew. 

The Centaur's back admits the feathered wood. 

And thro' his breaft the barbed weapon flood. 

Met, Fab. ». !. 26. 
And Mr. Mofeley has given us the following lively and pi^U' 
rcfque defcriptionof xht flight oi 2iVi arrow: 

'* The appearance of an arrow on the wing, viewed on the fide, 
** is fingularly intcrefting. Its fteady movement— the curve it de- 
** fcribes — its afcending and defcending motion — its velocity, &c. 
** are all fources of beauty which never fail to excite agreeable 
** feelings in the mind, and, even lead us to attribute a6Hve powers^ 
** for a moment,' to the fhaft. Weaknefs and flrength are well ex- 
** prefTed bj^ the arrow which arrives fhort, or which paffes far over 
" the target; and the different degrees of fwiftnefs perceptiblejn 
** arrows, from bows of various powers, immediately ^fTociate the 
** ideas of bodily vigour and energy, in various degrees of 
<* ftrength." il/o/^/^, p. 273. 

A hlack arrow is beft feen in the air, and the archer can trace its 
flight better than the flight of any other.-r-Arrows may be flaificd 

•with 
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OaDJIK OF THE GAME* 



THIS game fcarcely admits of any other rule> than 
that the/^r/A^;^ (hot wins: yet, the 6th> 8th, iotb, 
iith, 1 2th, 13th, and 15th rules for roving fcem 
KO be applicable to this kind of (hooting* 



SECTION IV* 
BUTT-SHOOTINO. 

BUTT, fays Mr. Barrington, in his Ohfervations m 
Archery y is a word fignifying a mound of earth on 
which marks are fixed to be (hot at ; and is of French 
txtraftion. We find that by the flat, of the 33d H, 8. c. 9. 
butts were ordered to be'ere6ted throughout England. 

Butts are nearly fqusu-e, and built in form of a wedge* 
They are made wixh turfs of earth. Thofe dug from a 
common, where the grafs is Ihort and the roots of heath 
l^ants are matted together in it, are the beft for the pur- 
pofe. Thefe turfs arc l2^id upon each other, and rammed 
down hard. The length of each butt in front is generally 
nine feet, or little niore i the height feven feet : it is four 
• * fcei 



with a black dye made of copperas and logwood, with a {mall pro* 
portion of gum-arabic. -They may be poliihed with fhamoy kathefi 
upon which a little tripoli has been put; then rubbed with linliced 
oil, afterwards dried and rubb^ with a woc^en cloth, and cove]^ 
with the copal oil varnilh, thinned with fpirits of. turpentine. 
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feet deep at the bafe; and about one foot four inches 
broad at the top. 

They are frequently ornamented with croimi- clods ^ (as 
they are called); that is, turfs cut into the ftiape of an 
urrvor hour-glafs, one of which is placed at each comer, 
and one in the middle: And, it is a very old cuftoni, for 
the (hooter, whofc arrow lodges in one of the crown- 
clods, to ^%y Jix 'pence as a forfeit to the marker (51). 

Butts are placed at various diftances. Thofe erefted 
by the Toxophilite Sociky, are in fets: each fet con- 
fifting of fouri and each but;t being thirty yards diftant 
from the other; forming a chain of lengths of 30, 60, 
90, and 1 20 yards, — and fo difpofcd, that they do not 
{land in the way of the archer, when {hooting at any of 
the lengths. 

Upon thefc butts (bread or about three feet and, an 
half high) is placed the mark; which is a circular piece 
of thin white pafte -board, four inches in diameter. 

Since the late revival of archery, a new kind of butt 
(faid to have been invented in Scotland) has been intro- 
duced into the Toxophilite Society, and adopted by it. 



(51) The marker is a perfon who attends the butt-fhooting ; 
always fianding by the butt fliot at. His bufinels is to mark the 
fpot in which every arrow lights in the butt ; by placing, for about 
half a minute, his marker- (a fmall white mark fixed in a (lick which 
be holds in liis hand) clofe to the arrow ;, fo that the ihooters may 
notice it. When he removes his marker, he gives them the follow- 
ing fignals : 

for the bfft arrow — ^Three (hakes with the marker over hu 

head. 

For ihtfetoftd ditto — The like below. 

For the f>aper prick'd —He takes off his hat and bows , once for the 

outer circle— /«;;V^ for the white — and 
three times for the pin. 

For an over arrow . . . — He moves the marker bri(kly upwards. 

For a v;ide ditto .... ^ horizontally. 

For ^Jhort 6\iXo .... • ■ - ' ■• -^ — ■ downwards. 

The marker feldom attends at any mark of lefs than ninety yavd%» 

It 
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le is (ho^ under cover, at the four-rood*lcngth. TU9 
butt confifts wholly offlraw, laid firft in trufles, and then 
fcrcwcddown as tight as pofliblc: the ends a^e afterwards 
cut fmooth. This is a very pleafant butt to (hoot at> is 
durable, (if kept under cover and. prcferved from wet); 
and never injures the arrow. * 



' ORDER OF THE GAME. 



THERE are two ways of Ihootingat butt-marks, viz. 
either with or ivitboui reference to the inches. 

1. In the fii'ft cafe, no arrow counts which is not within 
the inches (or diftances allowed). Thefe inched 
or allowed diftances, arc as follow: four inches 
at the four-rood-length ; eight inches at the eight- 
rood-length ; and fb on, allowing one inch for 
every rW (52). 

2. In the laft, the arrow near eft to the mark wins. 

The Toxophilite Society, in order to fave the trou- 
ble of frequent admeafurement when the inches are 
dot, place their white or mark upon a blue or dark 
ground; which forms an exterior circle of as many 
inches in diameter as are allowed. So that, as every ar- 
row counts which comes within the inches > fo, every 
arrow within the inches muft be in the fafer. Hence, 
this is called the paper-game-, and is feldom fhot at any 
other diftance than the four-rood-length. 

Shooting at the inches feems to have been a very an- 
cient praftice. In the ballads of Robin Hood, we find 

(52) Many have ^eat the inchs at the^^^r and ^/j^/- rood -lengths. 
But nonc^have been known to do that, at the longer lengths. The 
inches are calculated from the outjlde rf the marL 

mention 
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mention of a garland i particularly in the fong of Robin 
Hood and Guy of Gijhome'^ and, in ^he Lytell Gefte of 
Robyn Hode. — (New Garland). 

In the latter, we find the following regulation for this 
(hooting laid down : 

"" On every fyde a rofe garlonde^ 

" They fhot under the lyne. ' 

<* Whofofayleth of the rofe gar londe*'^ fay'd Robin, 
** His takyll he (hall tyne." 

Seventh Fytte, v. i8o. 

'Rules. 

The 6th, 7th, 8th, loth, nth, i2th, and 15th rules 
at rovers are applicable to butt« (hooting. 

The arrow is always meafured from that part which is 
neareft to the point of the pin. 



j SECTION V. 

I ' OF PRICK-SHOOTING. 

TN archery we frequently find mention o( prick-fhooting. 
'^ — Prick-nnarks and prick-fhafts are noticed in the 
flat, of the 33d H* VIII. c 9. before cited. The 
latter, we know, are arrows confiderably lighter than 
thofe ufed in other kinds of (hooting, except flight- 
ihooting. The ancient prick- mark was frequently called 
the white ; and confifted, moft jM'obably, of a card or 
piece of ftifi^ white paper. , 

In the Garland, indeed, we read of prick -wands and 
willow-wands (probably peeled flicks). 
^^ One thing we may colleft, which diftingui(hes this 
kind of (hooting from others j namely, that the prick or 
mark was gcnerallyjJiv^^ to one fpot, and at a lefs dif- 

R tance 
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tance than in other kinds of &ootrng) and not varied 
during the ftiooting j hence the ftatutc terms it %Jtandin% 
prick or mark. Prick being a Saxon wordfdr p^oint^ 
fcems to indicate, that this kind of fiiootn^ was K:iiicfly 
confined to fmall marks. It was that fort ofV/g^ ftioot- 
ing which the ftatute intended to rdfti'^ni ^and ^ich, 
Carew obfcrves, " required too much precftfenefs." 
JHolinflicd and Afcham iJlude to it, tmderthe *erm of 
" fliooting round compajs ;" aind they agree in opinion 
with Carew, that it was " the corrupt ir of archery,*' 
meaning the powerful archery of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. 

It was, probably, ternoed fhooting in round cowipajs^ 
becaufe it was plain up and down %ootingy st two ikort 
tnarks. To this kind ^ fliooting King Edward the 
Sixth, doubclefs, alludes^ in :hi6 M&^ Diafyi; whfO^ 
fpeaking of a fl^poting match in which he bore a, part- 
he obferves, *^ I loft the chaleng of fhoting at roundest 
*' and wane at rovers." Cott. MSS. Nero. c. lo. p. 55. 

The marks tifcd in this kind of fliooting have, for 
more than two centuries paft, confifted either of a fmalf 
circular piece of white paper, fixed to a poft by means 
of a hole and wooden pin (as appears to be r^prafeHted 
in the frontifpiecc to Markbkm^s Archery) 1 or of a tacg<it« 
The former is now always placed upon al>utt: the 4at^ 
ter occafionally occupies its pl^ce on the butt (wbei<e 
we fiiid itplaced at public ftiootings).— ^^ *Nh RelMm^ 
^branee of Shootings y in the B&wmmCs Glory ^ But is gene^ 
rally placed upon a frame, which givcfs it any degi'ee ^ 
elevation required* 

It appears 1^ the proceedings of the Finftmry archers^ 
that in the year 1671, they defined and prefented ^ 
target to the London and Wcftminftcr ar<rbors.j. and, 
that in the year 1754, the ftewards were direftecj, ^^ tl> 
^ provide a target, or fquare pafteboard, covered ^i^ 

•^ cbth; 
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" doth J round the center of which (hould be drawn a 
*' circle, and about that.cirde, four concentric rings, to 
*' be vifibly and exactly diftii^uiflicd by colours: fo, 
' " th^t the target might confift of /w rings, valued by 
** \^ibs: of which, the center '^^% to be the captain's-^ 
" S^ the fecond otjieutenanfs was to be 4-fifths of the 
*' captain's— the third 3-fifths of the captain^s — the 
^ fourth 2- fifths— and the fifth i^fifth. The outfide 
" was to be painted black, and callcd/^/^j, and to be of 
^ |io value.*' 

The pnodern targets arc made of oil cloth, divided 
into rings or circles as above defcribcd : but, inflead of 
Simple rings i the whole diameter, or fpace between each 
rir^g or circle, is coloured. The general colours are, for 
the r^/^, gold I then red-^ the third white (termed the 
inner white) 1 the fourth black j and the exterior circle 
(termed the outer white) white (52). Thcfe colours 
being generally painted upon a dark-green ground, all 
beyond the outer white is now termed flie petticoat j and, 
till within a few years pafl, it was a cuftom of ancient 
(landing and merriment, thdxzji horn Jpoon fhould, during 
dieihootiog> be worn by whoever laft fhot hb arrow into 
xh^Jbus m petticoats This target cloth is fewed upon a 
bofs, which is made of ftraw (tvyifted as for bee-hives) 
with a flat furface. 



(ca) The original Flnibury target feems to have been preferable 
to the modetn one, liotpofleffing fuch a glare of colours. 

A few years ago, a target, upon a new principle, called a BIozm^ 
'was introduced from Flanders, and ihot at in Mr. Anderfon's 
ground at Holloway. It was fquare, and was fixed foas toiiave one 
angle upwards. Inftead of drcles, the face of It was divided into 
fquares, each bearing a number, and next to every number was a 
cipher. The higheft number was 26, placed in the center, in a 
fknall circle; round which> in the fame fquare, was placed 
number i ; and the next higheft numbers were at the corners 
and on the fides* This target was ibpiewhat larger than our com- 
mon targets* 

R 2 ORDER 
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ORDER OF THE GAME. 

IN ordinary (hooting, colour ftamps no particular 
value upon the hit; but ^^rj hit in any colour counts 
one. At other tinics, (aS in pri;ze-lhoodng), the firji 
lhotin'the^(?/i; or, the near eft center fhot, during the 
ft>ootingy wins. And, fometinies ^^O' colour bears zpro- 
portionate value. ,Thus, a fhot in the gold counts 9; 
in the red 7 ; in the inner white 5; in the black 3 j and 
in the outer white i : the exterior circle being, according 
to calculation, nine times larger than the interior one ; 
and the fame proportion being obferved in calculating 
the value of each circle. The moft central fhot gives 
the title, of captain, the next that of lieutenant— of the 
target. The great eft number of bits gives the title of 
captain ydXidi the next greateft number, thztoi lieutenant— 
of numbers. 

T he modern target diftance is one hundred yards. 1 1 
was formerly greater. At the (how and (hooting in 1583, 
it was feven (bore and eight yards: — ^and in 1681 eight 
fc6re. At the Finfbury yearly target, the. firft diftance 
was eleven fcore yards, and, at every two or three ends, 
it was reduced ten yards, until it was eight (core, at 
which it remained till the fhooting was finifhed. 

Thefizeof the target (hould vary in proportion to 
the di(tance : thus, axftxty yards, it (hould be two feet; 
at eighty y^xdiSj three feet; and, at an hundred yards, four 
■ feet, in diameter. 

Rules. , 

THE Fin(bury rule allowed an arrow to reckon i» 
that ring broken or deprejfed near eft the center; but in the 

Toxophilitc 
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Toxophilite ground, an arrow, dividing two colours, can 
only reckon in the coXouv furtbeji froni the center. 

The 6th, 8th, loth, luh^ lith, and 15th rules 
obrci-vcd/at rovers, may alio be obferved in this 
Ihootinjg. 



SECTION VI. 
.OF CLOUT-SHOOTING. 

THE clout is a fmall white target, generally about 
twelve inches in diameter. It is faftcned to a 
Ihort upright (tick, which is driven into the ground 
fomewhat obliquely, till the lower edge of the clout 
touches, or nearly touches, the ground. The clout, in 
former days, was a fquare; white cloth. 

This game is noticed by Shakfpeare* — See ante, 
page ilO. ' ■ 

ORDER OF THE GAME, 

THE clout is placed at the diftance of nine or eleven 
fcore yards. If at the latter, the diftance is' generally 
reduced half a fcore every game, till it is drawn in to 
nine fcore, when it remains fixed. Or (according to the 
practice in Scotland), / the firft diftance is eleven fcore, 
iQx five double ends ; the next ten fcore, for the like num- 
ber of double cndsi and, the laft diftance is nine fcore 
yards* 

Rules. 

THE rules for this game are the 6th, jth,. 8th, i oth, 
II th, I2thj 14th, and 15th nile^ ufed at rovers. 

The Ihot muft be mcafured from the center o{ the 
clout. 

R3 " SEC- 
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SECTION VII. 
OF SCOOTING FOR PRIZES. 

THE old cuftom, among the Finfbury archers, in 
Ihooting for prizes at the target, was, that ihtjirji 
(hot in the goU, or interior circle, won; This cuftom 
probably took place, when the targets were fixed at 
greater diftances than they are ^ prefent. But, as 
this method prored but ill cakukited at die target dif- 
tance now obfi^rved, cither to excite emulaeion, or to 
difplay ibperior ihooting i the ToxOf^iKcrSocictf new 
modelled the cuftom, by declaring, that the moft central 
lJiot> made during^ tb^ whdlejhootin^i {^o^d he deemed 
the beft, and win as ihtfirfi center-^lhoc fiMtncrlf did. 
This method preferved the old cuftom of centur^ts^ 
and, at the fame time, gave opportunity for a longer 
conteft of ikill. Bkm: yet it did not altogether decide 
Juperiority in (hooting,-^— To determine which, the Society 
inftituted another prize, entitled the Medul of Numbers^ 
which is won by the greateft number of hits in the 
target, wkhp^t regard ta colours. 

In order to carry the dilplay of Ikill ftiH further, they 
ordained, that the bugle (which is anmwBy prefcnted to 
them by their patron, his Royal Higbncfe tlie Prince of 
Wales) ftould be Ihot for at the target, chtm^ng ^e 
Lengthy and the Size of the target every evd^ and giving a 
value^ to each colour^ in proportion to its proximity to the cen- 
ter. — {See ante^ Page 1 13.) And, as an encouragement 
to the younger archers, it is a rule, that nomenaber„ who 
has won a bugle, can flioOt for zfecond till each rncitiber 
h^s once wpn one. 

This 
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This was a very old rule in prize- (hooting; as ap* 
pears by the following curious cxtraft, fronn a very an- 
<jent manufcript, prefervcd in the Harlcian collcftion ; 
entitled " The Rooke of CjcrtaiA Triumphes, upon the 
•^ Marriage of Richard Duke of York (fon to Kinge 
*^ Edward IV.) with Ann Mowbray, Daughter to the 
^ Duke of Norfolk." 

" The challenge of the Ladie Male's fervants to tU 
♦* coiners, to be perfornaed at Greenwiche," 

^* Ta (hoot ftandart arrows, or flight (53)-'* 

** Item, The fifteenth daye of Male next foUowinge, 
** there ihal be certain archers of the faid Ladye's in the 
^^ fielde, at the howers aforenamed i to fhoot ftandart 
" arrowe and flight, with all comers. And h^ that wil 
^^ come, and fturtheft ihootes without ftand, at any <^ 
'* tbefe games, or at alt; (that is tofaie), the anfwerer 
^^ that fhootes the ftandart furtheft, to have a prife dc^ 
^ lived, him by the judges. And he that ihootes next, 
^' another $ and fo in like cafe at the arrowe and flight : 
^^ provided always, that he that winneth any of the 
" prifes, fliall not after that ftioote againc for none of 
** the prifc^ of that game, he hath once wpone of, 
•* during the time/*— i&r/. MSS. No. 6^. 



(53) Stow informs uf, that the citizens of London were accuf- 
tomed to fhoot before the Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, in 
Fioibufy-field, with the fiandand^ h'^tni-arrvooy and JHgh^ for 

faqaes.-.— ^Stfrvfy nf London, (1598). P* 77* And it feems, that th0 
.ord-Mayor annually appeared to fee a prize won, by fhooting 
ytiik n^nd^arrvw. Sckooi of Recreation^ by B,*li* LondoBi i684. 
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SECTION VIII. 
OF THE I^OPINJAY AND GOOSE. , 

UNDER the head of Games of Amufement, af- 
forded by the Bow, we may add , thofe of the 
fepingoe or popinjay ^ and the ^tf^. 

The firft of thefe two games (which fcems to be an 
humane imitation of that defcribed in the Iliad and 
jEneid)^ is a mark, the (hape and fize of a parrot, pro- 
jefted two or three feet from the top of a church-fteeple. 
It confifts of three loofc parts, (all fixed together upon 
iron pins or points); namely, the body and two wings : 
and is Ihot at perpendicularly (the archer refting his left 
foot upon the bafe of the tower) ; , and, no arrow which 
does not ftrike one of tbe loofe parts precifely at the 
^m which fupports it, can -unhinge it. This, game is 
annually praftifed at Kilwinning, in Scotland. 

The inhabitants of feveral parts' of Flanders pradtifc 
the fame fort of game, under the title of the Eagle. 

The goofe-Jhooling yf2is thus ; — "A living goofe was 
^* cnclofed in a turf-butt, having its head alone expofed 
«' to view; and the archer who firft hit the goofe's 
*^ head, was entitled to the goofe as his reward. But 
«* this cuftom, on account of its barbarity, has been 
«* long laid afide : and, in place of the goofe-head, a 
f* mark (of about an inch in diameter) is fixed upon 
^^ each butt, and .the archer, who firft hits this mark, is 
«* captain of the butt-fhooters for a year." — Barrington. 
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SECTION IX. 
OF PLUCK-BUFFET. , 

IN the Garland we read of a ludicrous game, intitled 
Pluch huffeti in which the King is made to engage widi 
Robin Hood : 

Gur Kynge and Robyn rode togyden 

For foth as I you fay, 
And they (bote plucke-buffet^ v 

As they went by the way. 

And many a bufFet our kynge -Wan, 

Of Robya Hode that day ; 
And nothynge fpared good Robyn 
Our Kynge in his pay. 

Lyul Gefle of Robyn Hode, 
^ Eight Fytu: ^ 

This game is more fully explained in the preceding 

Fytte ; where it was agreed, that whoever fhould fail of 

the rofe-garland (hould 

'Rtrt ^ buffet onhh hede i 

I Wys ryght all bare, : 

New Garland. 

Seventh Tytte. , 



SECTION X. 

. OF FISH-SHOOTING, SgC. 

ALTHOUGH fijhing cannot regularly be intro- 
duced under the head of Games in Archery^ yet is 
it ah amufement, to which th6 bow can contribute 5 and, 
many archers may be inclined to try the experiment. 
Shooting fifh with arrows, is an employment in which 

the 
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the inhabitants of many of the uncultivated parts of the 
globe are well flcilkd. A few years ago, Mr. Waring 
invented an arrow for riiis purpofc, which has been ufed 
with great fuccefs^ both in the meers in Cheftiirc, againft 
thofe tyrants of the watry pkin which frequently break- 
thtOD^K a net ; and> in ftrikingcarp from the la4^. 

Mr. Waring hafl alfo invented arrows for tbi^owiog 
Inlkts znd/malljhot. — See a defcriptibn of therwi, and of 
the wbijiling arrow^ in Mr* Mofeley's Effeiy. a$^ Archery. 
Mr. Mofeley alfo mentions a (tngular iavention (which 
he deems more curious than ufeful) for taking birds on 
the wing, by (hooting a net over them, by nieans of an 
arrow. — Pages iJ5> ij8^ 
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A 

REMEMBRANCE 



OF THE WORTHY 



SHOW AND SHOOTING 



BY THE 



DUKE OF SHOREDItCH, 



AND HIS 



ASSOCIATES 



THE 



WORSHIPFUL CITIZENS OF LONDON, 



UPON 

Tuefday the lytk of September ^ 1583. 

Set forth according to the Truth thereof, to the everlafting 
Honour of the Game of Shooting in the Long Bow. 
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TO THE irdBtiHtr 

\ 



SHOREDITCH DUK^, 

AND HIS TWO 

NEPHEWS, 

SONS TO THE 

EARL OF PANCRIDGE, 

And to all the Worihipful Citizens and Chief Archeni 
of the City of London: 

W, H. wiflicth Continuance of Health, with Increafe of Honour. 

^OLDLT have I prefumed ( Right Worjhipful Members 
of this Honourable City) to puMiJh unto the eyes of the 
tvorldi your late laudable work, which not ^nly beautified 
this city, but the whole realm of England, . Rare was' the 
fight, great was the cofi, yet greater your good wills: the 
report whereof will be in memory while London lafieth. 
Now feeing no man take th in hand, to dejcribe the fame 
as it deferved, and* pitying greatly it fhouU lye hidden^ 
I confidered that blind Bayard oft times feemeth boldejiy 
and thereupon my/elf (though leafi able of all other) have 
prefumed, under your corre^ion, to publifh the truth of 
what I noted in the train: therein purpofing, that though 
to your own ears it bringeth no matter of delight, yet the 

truth 

\ 
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truth of this feemly Jhtm (which fame hath far fpead 
abroad) may through this realm be exprejfedi as alfo left 
in remembrance unto your childrens children^ and their 
fofterity after them: Befeecbing therefore that your wife^ 
domes would accept my good willy for which I remain 
thankful during n^ life. 

YourWorfhips 

In all Humility^ 

W. M. 
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REMEMBRANCE, m. 



THE learned in time paft have greatly commended 
the penning of hiftories, becaufc that by them 
their pofterity is certified, what hath been done in the ' 
days of their anceftors j the benefit wherieof is great^y 
confidered in the wifeft of this age, and I would it were 
unknown to none. Our Elders heretofore that have 
regiftered the great battles* and Ikirmilhes in tinnes 
paft, mention that the Long-bow hath done great 
adJ-s, and been the overthrow of mighty armies: 
wherefore confidering what profit and honour our com- 
monweakh of England hath gained by the long-bow, 
I have thought convenient to fet down in memory that 
moft honourable (how of Archers, which was at Lon- 
don on the feventeenth of .September, 1583; chiefly 
for two caufes: firft, to exhort our Countrymen to con- 
tinue at home this laudable cxercife, the better to diC* 
courage our enemies when they haply hear thereof, that 
by fo notable a thing fhewed but in a merriment, they 
may the better conjedure what Englilh men could c^p^ 
if neccfljty compelled them to the fame. Secondly, 
^to follow the cuftom of our anceftors, which is, to 
leaye enrolled fuch matter as is worthy memory, that 
fo good a work nright fcem new in fuch our fucccC- 

S fors. 
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forsr and procure them to the furtherance of the like 
caufes in themfclves. 

The Prince of famous memory, King Henry the 
» Eighth, having read in th^ Chronicles of England, and 
feen in his own time how armies mixed with good Archers, 
have evermore fo galled the enemy, that it hath been 
great caufe of the viftory; he being one day -at Mile-end 
when Prince Arthur and his Knights were there fhooting, 
did greatly commend the game, and allowed thereof 
lauding them to their encouragement. 

This noble King at another time keeping a princejy 
court at Windfor, caufed fundry matches to be made 
concerning fhooting in the long-boW: and to which 
came many principal archers, who being in game and the 
upQioot given, as all men thought^ there was one Barlo 
yet remaining to ihoot, bcing^one of the king s guard; 
to whom the King very gracioufly faid, win them all 
lUKi thou fhalt be Duke over all archers. ' This Barlo 
tjfcw his bow> and (hooting won the beft. Whereat 
the King greatly rejoiced, commending hin) for his good 
archery; and for that this Barlo did dwell id Shoreditch, 
the King named him Duke of Shoreditch. (A 6gn of 
ja princely mind to the encouragement of bis poor fub- 
jeft.) The memory of all which, both by Prince Ar- 
thur and the Duke of Shoreditch, hath been greatly 
revived, and within thefe five years fet forward at the 
great coft and charges of fundry chief citizens, whofe 
4iames I omit. And now this prefcnt year 1583, much 
more beautified than ever it was, as hereafter is ex- 
prefled. The worthy Shoreditch jDuke, as fucceflbr to 
the former D.ukes his predeceflbrs, gave warning to all 
kh Marquifies, Earls and Barons^ with all thdr train of 
archers whatfoever, in and about tlic city of London, 
i» be in rcadinefs to accompany him into the fidd, cvcrf 
-one with a longbow and four ihaib> t^KUi the feyeni- 
, . tccnth 
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teenth of Scptciuber, and to meet him in Smithlield^ 
which they did for the mpft part. 

On which day in the morning, the Duke being a(t 
Merchant- Taylors Hall, there repaired unto him all 
thpfe that were appointed for the conducing of his per- 
fon to the place of meeting, as Barons, and a multitude 
of good archers under his own enfign^ who with found 
of trumpets, drums, and other neceflary inftruments for 
the beautifying of the fame, pafled along Broadftreet, 
where the Duke dwelled, marching through Moorgate 
to Finft)ury Fields, and from thence into Smithficld^ 
where a great many attended for him : then the black 
train, and the Goldfmiths went forward into Holborn, 
the Duke and his company following m a feemly order ; 
where coming agaihft Hatton-Houfe, the Goldfmiths 
ftaid, and raft themfclves into ranks, that the Duke 
might have fair paQage between them: fo that the Train 
being now marching afong, and the Duke paflSng by 
the Marquis Barlo, alias Covell, he prefehted tp his 
noblenefs a wedge pf gold, in fign of good will, which 
the Duke very thankfully accepted; then came the 
black train, o8fering by a Page a fpeech to this effeft, . 
" that be was ready to aid him with all his power y for 
" hisfafetyy into the field x** whereat the Page, out of* 
box, flung abroad, gliftering like gpld> certain ipangles^ 
in fign of liberality. 

Then came the Marquis of Clarkenwell with Hun- 
ters, who having been abroad with their hounds, did 
wind their horns, fo that the noife of them, together 
with the yelling and yelping of the hounds, and thd 
whooping and hallooing of their Pages which followed, 
there was fuch a delight taken by the hearers thereof, as 
is worth memory ; which Marquis coming with his 
Forefter, proffered his fervice to the Duke, which he 
thankfully accepted i which hunters were under the 

S 2 Earl 
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.fearl of I^ancridgc, whofe two fons being nephews W 
the Duke, came with their power of Knights, Barons 
and Squires, accompanied with many good and excellent 
archers, taking place, to the honour of the Duke, into the 
-field. Then the Goldfmiths took their place behind the 
Dukcj whofe gunners, when the Duke was even paft, gave 
a worthy volley of fhot, which rung in the air like a thun- 
der clap; and fo took place in the hindward. Then 
Went all the train through Chancery Lane, and turned 
towards London down Fleetftreet, until they came to 
Ludgate, where ftood ready to receive them into the 
city, certain Knights of great .worfliip, with many other 
of the Aldermen (i) of the city and fundry prin- 
cipal Commoners in the fame, who being men of 
years, and had born great good will to the Jaudable 
game of fhooting, entered with fair large arrows in their 
hands, in bladk gowns, citizen-like; and cook their 
place behind the Duke^ and as they yet pafled through 
Paul's Church-yard on the fouth-fide, there came fundry 
Citizens forth unto them (2), all in their gowns, and 
took place, every one having an arrow, as before, to 
the better beautifying and fetting forth of the fame. 
Thus pafled they through into Cheapfid^, who by that 
time they were conie thither, ^11 their Train was in 
place, and marched as followcth. Firft came two En- 
figns before the Marflial of the field, the Marfhal being 
clad in green velvet and fatin, with a truncheon in his 
hand : then followed him forty Forefters, apparelled all 
in green, every one bearing a bow and four (hafts by 
their fide, with horns at their backs, which they winded 
as they went along. 



(i) Sir Owen Hop^ott, her Majefty's Lieutenant of the Towered 
London, Sir Rowland Haward> and divers Aldermen of London. 
.. (a) At Paul's School came unto them .the Merchant Taylors iu 
their gowns, every one having a fair broad arrow in their hands. 

■ ' ' And 
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And between every one of them Pages (3)>' In white 
frocks girt unto them, upon which was fowed green 
oaken leaves, with caps made in the fame manner, 
every one bearing a tiller-bow or crofs-bow, and broad ^ 
arrows. in their hands, to the number of forty, all 
_whooping and hallooing when the hunters did wind 
their horns. Then came fix trurripets founding^ with 
drums and fifes, guarded with halberds; then came th? 
Marquis of Iflington with twelve Knights, and thofe fcr 
veral had fix gentlemen attendant on them, and Pages 
in white fuftian with black ftripes, and caps agreeable, 
bearing fliields, with a feemly (how of Archers, wearing 
about their necks and bodies green ribbons, ^nd large 
green fcarfs. Next followed a fair, large, red dreamer, ^ 
with the red lion, with halberds, drums, and proper 
Pages in green, with tafiety night caps, bearing fliit^lds^ 
and fhafts in their hands. Next five Swattruttcrs 
ftrangely apparelled, with great hofe down to th^ 
fmall of their legs, with ftrange caps agreeable; bear- 
ing on their necks long fwords, which feemcd very 
Rem in countenance : then followed five green men 
(4) clad in ivie, with clubs on their necks, which were 
young trees, ,and the roots upward; with a worthy 
Ihow of bowmen, who for the mpft part, wore ribbons 
of coloured orange tawny, and oranges hanging at them.' 

Then came the refidue of the Earl of Pancridge's 
strain in the fore- front thereof; the jtwo fons to the Earl 
<&f Pancridge (himfclf not prefent, but . his coft an^ 



(3) Mr. Beadel, in Paternoiler-Row, and Mr. Smith, In Paul's 
•Church-yard, chiefeft. 

(4) Thefe five green men were prepared by Mr. Wood, who 
b^ing continual ranger did botk espre& Im name, and beautify 
the fhow. His badge alfo bare a fair Ihield^ upon which ftood this 
fentence. More ways thin pnt to the wood, Tiie Marquis of Saint 
John's wood brought the wild m«n. 

^ .\ $3 charges 
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charges in fign of a willing mind did largely appear, 
with a worthy company of excellent good archcr^i 
acompanied with trumpets, halberds, drums, cnfigns, 
and all other things neceflary to the beautifying of th^ 
fame to their great praife, for thcirlarge liberalities, bc- 
fides the great bountifolnefs of the Earl their father. 

Next followed the feliowlhip *and near neighbours 
of Ludgate parts;' who, to the furtherance of this (how, 
had been at great coft in provificn of trumpets, drums, 
enfigns, fifes, and other furniture : the moft part were 
haberdalhers of London (5), who v^ry orderly marched 
through the City of JLondoni being fumptuoufly appa- 
relled in velvet jerkins, and hats agreeable, with chaihs 
of gold about their bodies, and Pages bearing their 
fliields of fine workmanlhip, and a worthy train of good 
archers wearing green fcarfs and ribbons of the fame 
colour. The (how of Feryers proceeded, which wa* 
one hundred haftdfome fellows with calivers on their 
necks, all trimly decked with white feathers in their 
hats ; fo had all their company of archers throughout : 
then their, enfign and two Cardinals, wearing bioad hats 
of tawny colour, with two filk ftrings buttoned under 
their chins, the ends hanging down to their feet, ap- 
parelled in red velvet and fatten ; next followed two 
Friars clothed in black robes, with bald crowns, ani 
beads in their hands, feeming to pray very devoutly, 
and blefling them that paiTed by, caufing great laughing 
and fport. , ' 

Then came the whole inhabitants following, beauti- 
fying the (how, very coftly apparelled, with a child in the 
midft of them, mounted, on a great horfe richly trap- 
ped, founding a trumpet, to the great wonder of many 
the beholders. ^ 



(S) Efpecially Mr. Blariior, chi^f 6f them* 



\ 



Then 
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' TTHen ftjlowed the ckiize«s and iphabJtani^ of Fieett ^ 
tkidge, FIcet-fti'eer, and Temple- b«r, wkh a Ihow worth 
the beholding, of fecnily iarchers, all bravely appareHed ik 
filks and chains, with their enfighs, dfums, trumpet*, 
and fuch other furnitAare. Then the odd devife of 
cSaint Clettieitt's parifti, which but ten days before had 
'made th& fame fliow in their own parifc^ in fetting up 
the Queen's Majefty's ftake in Holborn fields ; which 
ftake^mafter Knevit, one of the gentlemen of her Ma- 
jefty's chamber, gave unto them at his coft and charges : 
-And a gun worth three pounds, made of gold, to be 
givan unto him that beft defer ved it by IhoOting i^ a 
'piec6 at the mark, which was fet up on purpofe at 
Saint' James's Wall. Whereby was to be feen the great 
'good will of (o bountiful and worftiipfiil a gentleman ; 
who hath promifed yearly, during his life, to give five 
ihillings more to the fame ; the gift was given for a 
year to tkt winner, and to the parifli for ever. The libe- 
rality of the right honorable lords of the nobility, their 
bountifulnels- towards the feafting of the whole parifh 
alfo, is worthy remembrance (6). The manner of the 
Ihow was, firft, Saint Clement wearing a rbchet and a 
mitre, having a long gray beard, rid upon a Jiorle, with 
his man before hini> between two hainpers {'oil of fm^all 
white loaves, giving of bread unto the poor, or any that 
would have the fame: having alfo twelve men follow- 
ing ^on foot in white canvas caps, and canvas frocks 
girt to them, with balkets on their flioulders, waiting 
tipon him, having a blue anchor painted on their hreafts 
and backs : finding it fo regiftered of him ki their le- 
:gendaryj that S. Clement was firfl: a baker, who (or his . 



. (6) Tly L. of Leicefter gave them two l^ucks^ and 40s, in me- 
ney. The E. Arundel did lend them his houfe to feaft in, teiides 
|i boghead of vnm and venifon, which he gave them. 

S 4 good 
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good wit and honeft life, was made a biihop, and after 
a Saint, After this fhow came all the young men of 
S. Clenncnt'$ parifli, very well apparelled with chains 
and fotne fcarfs ; every one having his Eage attending 
upon him in black frocks,. decked with filver, with 
caps agreeable, with edgings of white furs, very feemly, 
bearing (hields and (hafts, which, before did carry the 
guns of the batchelors, when they went to fet up the 
ftake, and to (hoot for the gilded gun. Next followed 
the ancient hou(holders of the fapne pari(b,. with their 
Pages, having an enfign, with drums and fuch other 
furniture, with a worthy (how of Archers following*- 

Then came the Marquis of Hogfden witli a ftacely 
cn(ign of red crimfon dama(k, in the midft of the which 
en(]gn there was a phoenix in filver carried by two men 
on two ftavcs, with found of trumpets and drums j the 
ihpw beautified with Pages as before, handfwords to 
make room, and halberds to guide and keep them in 
order. 

After them came the Marquis of Shackelwell, chief 
treafurer to the Duke, with his men, everyone with 
jwhite and green ribbons, and badges in their hats, be- 
fore whom was carried a moft fair and long enfign of 
red damaik, in the which was the golden lion : after 
the enfign followed two with hand-fwords, to make 
room, and then after them two Pages all in white jackets, 
upon the which was painted with poudred armour, and 
the one Page bare a (hield, on the which was painted a 
welli, on one fide of the well there was a leg, and on the 
other an arm, both arm and leg (hackled to the well, and 
branches of boxfpringing out of the fame ; the .other' 
Page a broad arrow in his h^nd. 
. Next after this company came the mafter-comp- 
trolter of the Duke's houfe with his men, every 'man 

• having 
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liavlng a bow and four arrows as the reft, and gr«p 
ribbons about their necks. 

Th^n came a large table, whei;ein was written a de- 
fcription of the benefit of the (hooting in the long-bow^ 
and how (hootiijg has been decayed, and by whoin 
r^ftored: advertifing men from all unlawful games, a^ 
dicing, carding, tipling in alehoufes, and fuch Jike^ 
wifhing to have the ej^ercife of (hooting to be had i(i 
Aife both by mafters and (eryants, to the ftrength and 
commodity, qf this realm, as .alfo to the terror of a]! 
foreign enemies, befides two tjables drawn with tnferifK 
tions of honeft excrcife; then came two fair^nQgns, white 
and black, with whifflers in chains of gold, vuith whii^ 
>ftaves, and henchmen following them bearing fliields, 
every (hield painted with a feveral devi(e 5 then cztijc 
the Duke himlelf, going between two fine Pages bearing 
ihafts, the Duke bearing a ftandard arrow in his hand;, 
and being apparelled in a long gown, citizen- like, wi^ 
a hat on his head, agreeable to the order of the chief 
commoners .of the city: then after him followed Sir 
Owen Wopton, Knight, Lieutenant of her Majefty's 
Tower of London, Sir Rowland Hayward, with other 
the Aldermen and Citizens of London^ bearing ftandard 
arrows in their hands, with a fcemly company of archers: 
then came the Earl of Buckley clofe with Matter Dayc 
at Alderfgate, with a (how of MarquiiTes and Barons^ 
accompanied with many Knights of archery, bcautifieci 
with trumpets, drums, enfigns, and halberds, all the 
archers .wearing green fcarfsj the Black Prince having 
twelve Knights, and a troop of Barons following h;>m in 
chains of gold very orderly, and between them Pages in 
green jackets and green ta(Fcty night-caps, all dropped 
with gold and conceits of rare device on their (hields., 

Then laft of his train came the Baron Stirrop, 
' whofc coftly ftakc will be in memory after he is dca^, 

now 
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liow ftariding at Mile-cdd. This Baron brougfjt a 
fccmly (how of good archers, all with green r!bb€>iis 
^bout their neck, and efcutcheons in their caps^ with the 
gilded ftirrop, expreffing the truth of his name: who, 
befides his great coft and charges in feafting of his 
archers, did chufe many good ringers of his neighbours, 
who in the morning early did ring at the chiefcft churches 
about London, for the honour of the Duke and his 
company, feafting them in the moft commendable man- 
ner for their pains, who in the going out of the Duke 
through the city> did alio ring the bells in many chief 
churches all the way he went, and likcwife at his com- 
ing home, to their great pains and labour. 

Laft of all came the Goldfmiths, accompanied with 
fonic odier inhabitants of Cheapfide and elfewhcre, that 
joined with them in company. The invention of the 
jhow was worthy noting: firft came trumpets and 
drums, with two hand-fwords playing, making room, 
with a fair beautified enfign: then the ancienteft fort 
(7) firft in gowns and hats, with every one a fair large 
arrow in his hand, expreffing the good will to the long- 
bow, and now beipg aged, do give over that laudable 
game to their fons and fervants, yet ftill well-willers 
to the aftion ; and every one of them had his Page 
feemly cloathed in red mandilions, ftriped with filvcr, 
like broad laces, and caps of red taffety, edged wirfi 
white fur j thefe carried their fliields of fundry devife, 
in the one of thtit hands, and an arrow in tlic other 
hand : then came a fhip ready rigg^, carried pageant- 
wife, and cunningly made to tofs and lean fometim^ 
on the one fide, and fometimes on the odier, witii a 
fea-fi(b ready to overthrow the fanne, thrufting forth her 



(7} Marquis Barl(^ alias CqvcIU wai theduef la tbc fbrefrool 
of the fhpotcrs. * ^ ' . 
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liead, atid pltjcklng it in again, in the midft of thfe 
waves, and two Indians or biackmores to go near unci 
it : 6n the one end of the Ihip flood the unicorn, on the 
other end the mermaid. The (hip feemed as though 
it had newly come from India, and by great travel and 
danger had brought home her burden, laden with gold 
find filver: then followed the younger men of their trairt, 
and for the moft apparelled in fatin doublets, filk hats; 
chains of gold about their bodies/ and filk hofe, witii 
a bow and four fhafts, and' every 6nc had his Page 
going before him in red mandilions, as before men- 
tioned, and caps accordingly fuitable, fome bearing 
pickers, fome fpades, and fome hammers, fignifying as 
though they rame from the Indies, and had thence, 
by great labour, brought home that treafurc which the 
ftiip carried : and others carried wedges of gold, and 
fome of them filver, which by workmanfhip is made 
out of the fame earth that the fliip bringeth ; and evcr^ 
one of thefe Pages had upon their mandilions thefe fen- 
tences written both before and behind ; 

Honeft labour prociireth health, 

By honeft labour men come to wealth. 

Thus every one had his Page bearing ihefe tools, like 
workmen by whofe labour many things are made out of 
gold and filver to the ufe of ali men, and to the avoid- 
ing* of idlenefs. Then upon a ftaff was borne in the 
midft of the fame (how, a coronet, whereat hung three 
arrows of filver, very workmanly made/ then followed 
a concert of broken mufick, playing all the way, to tTic 
great, delight of all the beholders and hearers of the 
fame: and laft of all an hundred fhot, being very ready 
.and nimble to difcharge, and thefe were well appointed 
with powder. Thu*- went they along through Cheap- 
fide up Cornhill, and turned by Leaden-hall to Bifhopf. 
gate,, where at the end of Houndfditch the Street was 
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"^ chained in, and there placed the image of a monftroujs 
■^ giaot, which in tinnes paft dWfelt in that place, being 
itoutly defended with long morrice- pikes, halberds, and 
wheel guns of great ftiot ready charged againft the 
Duke's gunners and archers, who valiantly (hot many 
^arrows into the ,giant, and difcharged their calivers, 
which the giant's men would not put' up, but fliook 
their fpears, ftiot off their pieces in Ihow to defend the 
place, which fince that giant lived belonged to Prince 
Arthur, Thus for fport on both fides, the trumpets 
founded, the drums ftruck up, the enfigns wpre toffed 
in feemly fort, and the fencers with tanfwords made 
room, beginning a battle in feemly ihow, .the Shot of 
the Goldfmiths difcharged their fhot fo faft, and in good 
order, to the fliaking offhe giant's fort, that 'hardly the 
people near hand, might know ,one another. Thus the 
irain paffed to Shoreditch church, and then turned 
.down into Hogfden-fields, into a fair large green paf- 
ture ground of goodly compafs, where a tent was fet up 
for the Duke and the chief Citizens, where, when they, 
were come they might fit to fee the fhooters appointed 
to (hoot at the butt new fet up for the fame, being feven 
/core and eight yards from the other end of the tent. 
•The true number of archers that (hot, was thirty hun-r 
dred: the number that accompanied him into the field, 
,of archers, citizens, whifflers, and thofe which guarded 
them with bills, was forty and one hundred and odd 
perfons, befides Pages and Henchmen,, wjijch was in 
number three hundred and odd. The attire worn by 
all this company (for the mod part) was very gorge- 
ous; fome in black velvet jerkins, doublets of fatin, 
with hats of velvet; the moft part in fatin and taffety, 
and hats of taffety, a great many wearing chains of 
gold* The true number of chains of gold worn among 
the company, that I faw, was nine hundred forty two; 
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the reft of the company did all wear green large fcarfs/' 
Ibnie white fcarfs, other feme green ribbons, orange 
tawny ribbons, fome black and whicc, green and white, 
but the moft part was green. 

Before they came to the tent, the train marched 
about the field in warlike manner, and forthwith cafl: 
fhemfelves about and broke their ray, every one hafting 
to the tent where the Duke purpofed to begin (hooting. 
Then every enfign brought in his archers, and there 
with found of trumpets proclaimed by the herald, 
that every itian Ihould avoid forty foot from each fide 
of the butt; otherwife to (land to their own perils. Thus 
went they to (hooting, where by then three enfigns had 
(hot, which was about three of the clock ; word was 
brought to the Duke, that certain of prince Arthur's 
Xnights were coming into the field, defirous to fpeak 
with his noblenefs. Having anfwer that they Ihould be 
entertained courteoufly : forthwith the Goldfmiths 
made forth to meet them, ftaying at their own ftake 
agairift their coming, who anon came, and then the 
Goldfmiths enfign, and fome of their Pages very orderly, 
with fome of the archers in chains of gold, went and 
met thcfc courteous Knights, mounted upon ftately 
palfreys, with ten Pages alfo on horfeback, and Iri(h 
lackies with darts running by their horfe^ on foot, be- 
fides a trumpeter, a herald, and a me(reng€r, upon 
good geldings : the Knights were apparelled in cloth of 
tiflfue, or crimfcm filk and goldj their Pages in green 
filk ; having likewife a feemly company of archers very 
richly apparelled in fatin doublets and chains of gold, 
to the number of two hundred, attending on foot, half 
going before, the refidue coming behind. (A worthy 
(how befccming fo noble a game). Thus with great 
Hverence they came near to the tent j the meflfenger 
clad in a jacket of black vthct, with a black velvet 
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^C2p> snd green fatin doublet:, proBOuoced an oration to 
the Duke: the copy thereof followcth. 

" Moft noble Duke, firft to your good felf and next 
•* unto all your worthy fociecy and company \i\ general j 
•f I in the behalf of the moft noble and renowned 
^ Prince Arthur, and all his noble Knights, gratify you 
♦• (and yours) with the choice of a thoufand commen- 
^ dations : fapie blowing abroad, and in the court of 
•* tlie noble Prince Arthur, that this day (in this place) 
*^ ihould be praftifed the moft excellent quality of 
•* (hooting in the long-bow. Which news were no 
•* fooncr blazed in that moft royal court, but by the 
•Vconfeiit of their renowned Prince, thefe ,noblc Knights 
•* mounted thcmfclves on horfeback, calling to mind 
*^ the great courtefy they received of your noblencfs, 
•^ at the late royal Ihow of their famous Prince. For 
•* requital of which your great friendftiip, this troop of 
•• noble Knights (for the Iionour they owe to the long* 
'* bow^ are repaired hither to prefent unto your noble- 
V oefs a friendly gift; which is; five bows of gold, 
" and five Giver arrows ; requiring your noblenefs to 
** heftow them on five of the moft valiant, moft aftive^ 
" and moft expert of all your train, in fhooting in the 
*J long-bow, requefting (friendly) we^ may prefendy 
" fee the delivery of them to thofe pcrfons moft worthy : 
" hoping you will accept thcfe their friendly gifts/ 
•^ fpringing from well-willing minds. Loth- to hinder 
•* your worthy exercife, we omit for expence of time, 
** that which elfe more largely (hould have been dif- 
," courfed. Thefe adtions being finiHied (we prefume 
•f rf your courtefy) we ftiall depart friendly, always 
•* wilhing the profperous fuccefs of your worthy exer- 
'' cifc." 

The Duke with hearty thanks accepted thefe their 
prefcnts, promifing with great protcftation to match the 
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prince every way In good will and courtefy, wilhing 
that this their aniity might long continue. 

Then the Knights departed with great grief to the / 
duke, becaufe he had provided a banquet for them, 
which could not be ferved in by reafon of the unrulinefi 
and throng of the people. 

The Marquis Barlo, chief of the Goldfmitbs, to ^a-f 
tify them with fooie.lhow of courtefy, bellowed oa 
them two ingots or wedges> one of gold the other of 
filver, and after did conduct them into their own li* 
bertieswith a volley of fhot, which they very thankfully 
accepted. 

.And this one thing is wdrthy of memory, that upoa 
the day of Prince .Arthur's (hooting, which was five 
weeks before this ihow, tKe Duke willing to beautify 
the fame in fomc feemly fort, fent a buck of that fea- 
fon by the Marquis Barlo, accompanied with many 
Goldfmiths, who coming in fatin doublets and chdns cf 
gold about their bodies, with horns at thejr backs, did 
all the way wind their horns, and prefented the fanic 
to Prince Arthur, who was at his tent, which was at 
Mile-end -green i he not only accepted the fame, but 
alio promifed to have the Puke's courtefy in mind, if 
God lent him life. 

Having now digrefled in brief, I will return to the 
Duke, who feeing the night draw on, broke up the 
(hooting until the next day, which was Wednefday, 
where they all n^ct again, to try who could depart vigors 
of thofe games then to be won. Which were, in value 
?is foUoweth ; the firft fifty three fliillings four pence, 
the fecond five nobles, the third four nobles, the fourrfi 
twenty (hillings, and the fifth ten (hillings. Thus 
ev6ry one having one (hot at the Butt, the beft five 
were young men 5 four of the beft games did the Earl of 
Pancridge*s jaien win ; the fifth one of the Duke's men did 

get* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I m 1 

jget; The beft and the iecorid were won by two of S» 
Dunftan's in the Eaft ; the beft was a fkinncr's man, 
ihc fecond a brewer's man : and he that won the firft 
did dwell in S. Bride's parilh, being a fadler's fon, all 
Which three were brought hooie in this manner. Firft, 
jfor that it was dark, they were brogght out of the field 
Vnth torch lights to the number of two hundred, and 
the winners mounted upon great geldings, fent to them 
from out of thofe parts where they dwelled, very lump- 
tuoufly trapped with cloth of filk, and filver, and ano- 
ther of gold, with eight trumpets, drums and enfigns„ 
with fliot, which came from Fleetftrcet to fetch them 
home: and others with halberds fafdy to conduct them, 
they all three were clad in green; the firft in green 
tafiety, with a white fcarf. about his body, and a great 
thain of gold about his neck, with a cap of velvet, and 
a golden band about the fame, bearing an arrow in 
fcis hand, and a green ribbon hanging thereat; and fo 
liad they all : to their great laud and honour were they 
condufted firft into Grubftreet, then entered the*City at 
Crrpplegate, down Woodftreet, and fo into Cheapfide : 
continual fbot was beftowed to bring them home, to 
the great delight of the beholders: thus marching 
through Paul's Church-yard, they went toLudgate, and 
fo hohne, where their trains was very thankfully received. 
Againft they came home, thfcre was prepared great ban- 
quets by their M afters and Parents, to the great delight 
of that parifh where they dwelled, who would not for 
money have loft the honor of the fame. 
• Then did the Marquis Barlo with all the Gold- 
fmitbs and his convoy of men at arms (8) fafe conduft the 
Duke home to his houfe, appointing one Jeffery Gates 



(8) Nonvich and Savage, both notable fpr Ihot in this train. 
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an ancient fervltor to them, to be the leader, who marched 
in the forward until they came to the Duke's houfe, 
where the Duke was no fooner entered his houfc, and the 
Marquis, together with the chief of the train, but the 
harquebufleers, at the appointment of Gates, charged 
their pieces, and forthwith did beftow fuch a volley of 
Ihot, as caufed the glafs to Ihake forth of the glals 
windows; to the honour of the Duke, and the good 
liking of them all. 

Then every Barqn and the whole company of Go- 
vernors were brought home to their joy and comfort, 
making good ch^er, fhooting off their pieces, found- 
ing of trumpets, and ftriking up of their drums to de^ 
light and comfort. 

Thus have I (as perfedlly as I may) defcribed the 
manner of the fame, reporting the truth of what I faw. 
Then on the Monday following, the Duke had provided 
a fumptuous feaft, to which all the archers came, being 
kept at the Bifliop of London's Palace, who for the good 
will he bore to fhooting, lent, them his houfe freely, 
wifliing that it might be as commodious to them, as 
the Ihow and fight, for provifion of fo many citizens 
in his houTe was comfortable to him. And for fear of 
diforder,^ tlfere was unto every archer given a token 
ftamped with a broad ^rrow, who, at the gate of the 
Biftiop's palace, delivered them to thofe that were ap- 
pointed to receive them. 

Which done, every man (for the moft part having 
ribbons about their necks) went to thofe tables, which' 
by good forefight were provided for them, every .man 
taking his place until the fervice was brought in ; the 
tables furniftied before with table cloths, fait, bread, 
and trenchers. The great hall of the palace was filled, 
and over the heads of the people hung the moft fump- 
tuous Enfigns, under wfiich they were before conduced 
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to the field. There might a man behold the great pro- 
vifion of meat, the cooks in fuch good order drefling 
the fame in quiet fort, as was worthy noting. And 
when the fervice of meat was brought in, the trumpets 
founded, the drums ftruck up, and every man in very 
good order placed to their contentment; fo that the 
great hall, the largeft parlor, the galleries, and other 
rooms in ' the houfe were filled with people, who with 
great rejoicing gave thanks to God for his providence 
and bleflings, many ways beftowed on them. Then 
was there ferved unto one large table, which was the 
higheft table in the great hall, boiled capon, roafted 
beef, verjifon parties, cuftard, tart, roafted capon ahd 
rabbits, with other difties neceflary for the time, with 
wine, beer, and ale, and ever was repleniftied with fuf- ' 
ficient thereof to their contentation. 

The reft of the tables had this fervice to every mefs. 
Firft boiled mutton, roafted beef, a pafty of venifon, 
and a roafted capon; and fome had rabbits, befides beer 
and ale which was fufficient, every mefs had a bottle of 
wine ferved in a bottle unto the fame : there were three 
hundred meffes of meat ferved in, to the great joy and 
comfort of thofc that were there, being ferved in fuch 
good order as is laudable. When the meat was ferved 
in, every man familiarly drank one to another; and 
, then the Duke very reverendy drank to them all, whereat 
the trumpets founded, the people hallooed, the drums 
ftruck up, and fuch a noife was made that it was heard 
far off! Then the Duke, with fome of his Knights and 
gentlemen, went about the whole houfe, and vifited 
every table, with drum and fife, to the well liking of 
them all; fo that with much melody they came in again 
into the great hall, giving thanks to the whole com- 
pany. Then fundry times the trumpets founded, the 
^ru'ms ftrucH up, and the company drank to the Duke,^ 
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pafling away the time until dinner was ended. Then 
another company did wind* their horns, which in good 
order of meafures they did. The people by this time, 
beginning to depart, the Duke caufed the Herald to 
Hand up and make a proclamation, that the people 
might be filent ; which done, he pronounced in afhort 
fentence, a thankfgiving to God for our gracious Queen, 
defiring God to fend her long life and viftory over all 
her enemies; whereat the people cried Amenj lifting up 
their caps, heaving up the tables over their heads, in 
fign of joy of her Majefty, whereat the trumpets founded, 
the company hallooed and. (houted. Laft of all they 
praifed God and {o departed; giving the remnant of the 
broken meat to the poor and needy, of which com- 
pany a number gave diligent attendance for the fame at^ 
the great gate. (A charitable deed in the knitting up 
of fo honourable a matter.) Thus they declared their 
courtefies one to another, to the maintenance of ChriC- 
tian unity, which I pray God long continue, that this 
her Majefty 's realm of England may be ,kept ftill in 
peace and tranquility, to the maintenance of God*s 
Glory, the iame and perpetual renown of her Majefty ; 
whofc life, the God and giver of all life prolong, that 
our lives, which depend upon hers, may the better be 
prcfervcd and continued* Jmen. 
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A BRIEF 



DESCRIPTION 



OF THE 



SHOW 



MADE AT 



S. MARTINS in the FIELDS, 



IN SETTING UP HER 



MAJESTY'S STAKE. 



ON Wcdnefday, being the fecond day of Oftobcr 
laft paft, ftanding at a ftall in the Old Baily, I 
heard the found of drums and guns, and drawing near 
to fee it, there came Whifflers with ftaves, red and 
white, with a lufty company of good archers, very well 
and feemly apparelled, bearing bows and fliafts j every 
archer his page^ clothed in red Mandilion> ftriped with 
filver, and caps agreeable to the fame. There came 
in number two hundred bowmen, mixed with two 
hundred calivers, befides halberds, to beautify the 
Ihow, mixed throughout. The gunners were expert' 
fellows, difcharging their Ihot in very good order: 
aU this train going under fundry fair enligns. Forth^ 
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with the trumpets founded, and a very fair lliow fol- 
lowed. Firft, men very (irangely apparelled in long 
hairy garments, made of ikins* like unto martens, 
hopping and fkipping along as they went: then came 
two horfemen harneflcd, their horles all over trap- 
ped id white filk: then came a very fumptuous Stake, 
^injg the Queens Majefty's, which they went to 
fct up in S. Jameses Field; upon this ftake ftood 
a golden^ lion holding a Ihield with het* Majefty's arms, 
the fupporters wherepf were Fortitude, Jufticc, Tem- 
perance, and Prudence, the lion having a whole crown 
on his head. Then came a feemly Pageant, very cun- 
ningly made and with great coft, wherein ikt the 
Gods ; firft. Pan, with Fame and Honour, attending on 
Vertuej then Saint Martin, and Eliza, as fuperior, 
accompanied with the Four Virtncs; the Mdfcs attend-^ 
ing very feemly with mufick playing before the Pa- 
geant. Thus they paflcd very orderly through Holborn 
to Chancery -Lane, and lb to 5. James's in the Fields : 
in the train was carried three filver games as reward 
for the winners of Ihootiftg in the 4ong-bow, and a 
gilded gun, as a reward unto the beft that could handle 
chdr piece. {B onh €«rd^ of great ftnength vnt» chis 
realm). They ufed miany ^>ecchcs in their train as 
they wen^ Aiui, at nig^ were 4>rought home very 
worthily wkh jtre-works, which greatly beautified the 
fame* To conclude, iiever faw I ^ fiiiner light upon 
Aich a iudden, which being worthy of commendatioog 
I thoi;^it good to note the p^-indpal tiuog% ther^ii^ 
that it n^ght reaain ki m&mxy to their continwl 
]^fe. ^ • 
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RELATION 



or THE SEVERAL 



APPEARANCES 



OF 



ARCHER S 



SINCE HIS 



MAJESTY'S RESTORATION. 



ON March the 21ft, anno Domini 1661, Four hun- 
_ drcd archers, with their bows and arrows, made a 
fplcndid.and glorious (how in Hyde-Park, with flying 
colours, and crofs-bows to guard them. Sir Gilbert 
Talbot Baronet, was their Colonel, Sir Edward Hunger- 
ford. Knight of theBath, their Lieutenant Colonel, Mr. 
Donne was their Major. Great was the appearance both 
of the nobility, gentry, and commonalty : feveral of the 
archers (hot near twenty fcore yards within the compa(s 
of a hat with their crofs-bows ; and many of them, to 
the amazement of the fpeftators, hit the mark ; there 
were Ijkewifc three ihowers of whiftling arrows. So 
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great was the delight, and fo pleafing the cxcrcifc, that 
three regiments of foot laid dowi! their arms to come 
to fee it. 

Yet as delightful as it then was, this cxercife was in- 
termitted by fome unlucky, negleftive fate, from the year 
1661, till 1675; and then iadeed they began to fbing 
their bows and handle their arrows for a handfome ap- 
pearance to compliment Sir Robert Vyner, then Lord 
Mayor: their rendezvous was in the upper Moor- fields: 
there, about three hundred and fifty, moft richly ha- 
bited, were drawn up in a body; from thence, they 
marched through Moorgate, through Cripplegate, and 
through Woodftreet into Cheapfidej then they paffcd 
by the north fide of Saint Paul's, and marched round 
it into Cheapfide again, and fo to Guild-hall, where . 
they waited to receive the King's moft excellent Majefty, 
and the then Lord Mayor. When the King had paflM 
by (who fcemed highly pleafcd with the fight of fo 
many archers) then they marched to Chrift-Church, 
where a very noble dinner was prepared for them at 
the expence of the Lord Mayor: Sir Robert Peyton 
Knight, was their leader, and Mr. Michael Arnold 
was their bringer-up : they marched under one colour, 
fix men with crofs-bows being appointed to guard it : 
ill the officers had green fcarfs, and every bowman wore 
a green ribbori. There w^s not any thing more mate- 
rial to be mentioned in that day's 'march. 

Upon the 26th of May following, the archers 
marched to Tutde-fidds to fhoot their whiftling-ar- 
rows. They rendezvoufed in the Military-Ground 
near Bloomfbury, and march?d from thence through 
part of Holborn,- through Chancery-lane, through 
Temple-bar, and fo through the Strand to Whitehall. 
There .were fix abreaft, yet when the van reach'd 
Whitehall, the rear had not paflTed through Tempie-bar, 
ib numerous where the archers then^ from Whitehall 
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"dtre£Hy to Tuttlefields aforefaid. When they were 
drawn up in a line, then came the King with his guard 
and coaches of (late, together with his Royal Highnels, 
the Duke of York, the Dlike of Monmouth, and moft 
of the nobility attending htm; to fee theni fhoot : His 
Majefty marched twice or thrice from one end of the 
body to the other to view them. The' archers were in 
number near a thoufandj the fpeftators near twenty 
thotifand. It was a great encouragement, and a mighty 
joy and fatisfadion to the archers, to fee the King behold 
them with fuch a fercne, benign, cheerful, princely 
and favourable countenance: His Majefty was pleafed 
toi ftay an holir or two to look on, whilft they»fhot,fe- 
veral Ihowers of whiftling arrows to entertain him, with 
which his Majefty, and the Nobility, feem'd very much 
latisfied; then the King was pleafed to return to White- 
hall : then Sir Gilbert Talbot fent in feveral barrels of 
beer, and other, provifion for the archers j fo did Sir 
Edward Hungerford, Sir Robert Peyton, and the reft 
of the Captains ; after they had refreftied themfelves, 
then they marched horne with drums beating, and co- 
lours flying. Sir Gilbert Talbot being the Colonel; 
Sir Robert Peyton, Lieutenant-colonel ; and Michael 
, Arnold, Major. 

In the year. 1 676, on St. Simon and Jude*s day^ 
Sir Jofeph Sheldon being elefted Lord Mayor, about 
350 archers marched under the command of Sir Robert 
Peyton, Knight; they rendezvoufed in the.upper Moor- 
fields, and marched as before mentiohed in the time 
of Sir Robert Vyner*s mayoralty, and were in the felf 
fame manner placed to receive the King and Queen, the 
nobility and gentry, who came to honour the Lord 
Mayor with their prefence at dinner at the Guild-Hail : 
When his Majefty was paffed by, then they marched to 
Chrift-Church to dinner. Amongft the variety of 
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figh^9 none ieenied to give his iMajefty more content 
and delight, more pleafure and fadsfadion, dian to fee 
the bows and arrows, thefe ancient habiliments of war, 
revived. 

On the 14th day of July, 168 1, the archers marched 
fixHn London to Hampton-Court, under the com-* ' 
mand of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Henry Warren: 
that was a day appointed to (hoot for feveral pieces 
of plate, worth thirty pounds, at eight fcore yards 
diftance. After a little time was fpent, the King was 
pleafed to honour them with his prefence, and ftay'd 
near two hours to behold their paftime, to the great 
joy, fatisfaftion, arid honour of the archers 2 and as 
though this had not been honour enough, fo full of 
goodnefs and clemency was his Majefty, that he permit- 
ted as many of them as pleafed to kifs his hand, in 
token of his being well fatisfied with that heroic exer- 
cife; the prizes were two filver cups, and three do- 
wn of filver fpooos. The faid target was placed upon 
a Butt, ercfted on the green, before the King's Palace 
there i but it rained fo faft that the King .yras forced 
ta retire before all the prizes were won, which were 
thirty in number; he flayed till fix were won, and ex- 
preft his fatisfaftion very much; and without all quef- 
tion the archers may reafonably hope for what favour 
they can humbly beg for the encouragement of ar- 
chery frdm this King, and it will be granted with as 
much readinefs as by any of his royal anceftors in 
the like cafe whatfocver heretofore ; for no King, 
unlefs his glorious Father, could ever match his good* 
nefi. 
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ON Friday the 2 1 ft of April, 1682, the archers' met 
in the Artillery- Ground, marching through Cora- 
hill, Fleet-Street, and the Strand, to Tuttlefields. The 
chief officers were Sir Edward Hungerford, Knight of 
th^ Bath,C\)lonel; Mr. Michael Arnold, Lieutenant Co- 
lonel 5 Mr, John Edwards, Major; Mr. Henry Warrea 
Captain Lieutenant; Mr. Edward Gough, Mr. Edward 
Done, Mn George Walker, Mr. James Manlcy, Cap« 
tains; John Jennings, Lieutenant The King^s moft ex- 
cellent Majefty,,his Royal Highnefs, and moft of the 
nobility, were fo favourable as to honour them with 
their prefcnce; as likewife the Ambaflador of the Em- 
peror of the kingdom of Morocco and Fez: there 
were at leaft a thoufand archers in the field; for now 
gentlemen begin to be pleafed with the divcrtifcment, 
and pleafed with this manly recreation : There were 
three (ho weirs of whittling arrows ; fuch a fight, /uch 
a noife, and fuch an appearance, it*s prefuncicd was 
never feen in England on the like bccafion; yet we 
hope that every year will beget new lovers of this 
profitable and harmlefs exercife, for they are now re- 
folded, at leaft once or twice a year, to make fuch a 
public appearance, if his Majefty will be pleafed to per- 
ixiit them. ' 
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GLOSSARY 

OR 

EXPLANATION of the TERMS 

MADS VIS OP IK 

ARCHERY. 



jnLLLOW, 1 An archer is faid to elkno^ or make tJUmanGf 

ALLOWANCE, 3 for the wind, when he ihoots fomewhat wide 

of the mark, and on that fide of the mark neareft 

the windy in order that the wind may bring bit 

arrow into the line of the mark* 

ARROW ^tfr^^— A war-arrow, having the head armed with 

barbs or wings (by the poets called learj)» 
————— hearing^^An arrow which poflefTes a fteady flight* 
■ * bob'taird-^An arrow encreafing in bulk, in a regular 

proportion, frpm the nock to the pile. 
• > " " ■' hreafied^Avi arrow which is largeft in the middUj aUb 
ttrmed ^gA'ck^fied, 
■ ir^ad'^A war-arrow with a flat barb, fometimet called 

a/walhw-iaiPd arrow. 
' ■ bullet. — An arrow made for throwing a bullet. 
■ fifiing'^An arrow ufed for flriking fiflj. 

1 r— ^tf//— An arrow ufed in ihooting at fliort Butts^ 

fiutid^-AvL arrow which is indenHd in Una to prevent its 
caftirig, 

ARROW 
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f 
ARROW, rujhgrvom. — An arrow formed like a rxxBx. 
— — JSr^*/".— A war-arrow carried in a iheaf. Sometimes bj 
the poets called a ^///-arFQw. 
Jbot,—mJ^n arrow ufed for paf^qg fn^ll fliot* 

taper-J^apeef. — Set Arrow boh'fail''d. * 

ASCHAM.— A wooden cafe in which bows are kept. 



B. , 

BACK of a bow. — The exterior fide of a bow. 

BELLY of a ^ow.— The interior fide of a bow. 

BELT.— A ftrap furnifhed with a WeU and worn round the ^2^ft^ 
in which the arrows for immediate ufe are placed. 

BEND rf a iwu.— The fpace or fpan between the bow and the 
firing) when the bow. is bent or braced. 

BLAZON.— A target ufed in Flanders : the face of which is di- 
vided into fquares, each fquare having a number. 

BLACKS.— Black or dark miirks. 

BOUGHT.-T»A Twift or turn. 

BOW «»t»."**The arm employed in holding the bow. 

i— » ■ ■ hsc^d.'^K bow, the back of which is a diftinH piece gluid 
upon the belly. 

■- ■ hioring.'^A bow that cafts an arrow well. 

■■■■■ i0«^.^^The hand which holds the bow. 

j(&o/.«^The difiance which an arrow flies from a bow. 

fiave.'^h ftavc of fvood, cut ready for being fhapedint^ a 
bow. 

BOWYER— A bow.makcr. 

BRACE, H.^1o bend a bow, by putting the firing into the upper 
horn. A bow is faid to be high braced, when the 
firing is far from the belly: on the contrary, 
when near the l>elly, it it faid to be i^ braced. 

BRACER.^^A guard worn on the arm to prevent the ftrtag, in 
its return, from hurting the arm. 

BUTT.-^A inoimd of earthi upon which a mark to &oel at is 
placed. 

——^//if^.— Shooting at Butts, or marks placed on Butts. 

■I ■■■■■ tfnaw,— 5r^ arroWk 

CAST 
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CAST, /tf.-^To caft, is to become warped. Tbis word U alfo ufcd 

to exprefs tbc operation or fpring of a bow ; 

as a bow of quick or flow a^ft, 
" th. — The right of ihooting the firft, by winoing at the 

laft ihoot ; which is called getting the cafi. 
♦CHRYSAL. — A kind of pinch (in form like a canker-worm) in 

a bow. 
CLOUT.— A fmall white Target placed near the ground. 

^^.^ Jhooting, — Shooting at clouts. 

COCKy^^M^.— That feather on the arrow, which has no one 

parallel to it; and which fhoold be uppamoft vrhtn 

the arrow is placed in the bow. 
COME, i<u — A bow is faid to come^ when it J^nks or ien^fs too tnuck 

in any part. 
COME roundy to, \ A bow is faid to come rounds or to come 

COME round compafs^ to. 3 round compafs^ or in comfa/s ; when, in 

drawing, it forms a proper curve or circle. 
COMPASS, to keep.— To obferve due elevation. 
■ tojhoot. — To ihoot compafs or a round compafs^ is to ihoot 

the arrow in a curved or parabolic line. 
CROW-^/U— A A^rif pile. 

CROWN-rW. — An ornament placed upon the Butts* 
' CUT the marky to, — An arrow is faid to cut the mark, when it flieg 

flraight toward^ it, but falls under it. 



DEAD->^/.— A heavy dull ihaft. 
DOWN-w/W.— 5<r<? wind. 

DRAWING.-.That ad in Ihooting (by drawing the ftring), 
which immediately precedes looting. 

• This word (which is not to be found in Afcham) may poflibly be the 
fame as chryfalis^ a caterpillar iu the worm ftate : a fret fomewhat refem- 
bling that animal ; and indeed Afcham obfervcs, «« that frets arc very (imiiar 
to m canker, cree'fu'n^ and hureajing,'* 

DRAWING 
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DRAWING «•*. rJic^rm ^ employed in arawing the 
: ianJ. ^ The hand J- j^^ 

.^^ -^Jinget's,^ The fingers y 

■■ '" ■ ' — ^ — through the how. — Is drawing fo^far, that the poi/if vf 
the arrow comes beyond ihfc beHy of the bow. 
I a feather, — Is flipping it from off the quill. 

^ E. 
ELEVATION.— The zB. of raifing the bow in flioothig at th« 

mark : generally oppofed to a point blank level. 
END.'^-The place where a nfiark is fixed. ^ 

■ double, — A ihoot from one mark to another and back again^^ 
EYE of the firing. — That part of it, which occupies the upper horn 

of the bow. 

F. 

FAST.— A word ufed to caution pcrfons from paffing between the 
ihooter and the n)ark> and to dired them to 
ftandftill. • 

FLETCHER.— An arrow-maker. 

FUGHT. — The difiance or path in which an arrow jJirVx. 

■ ^.— An arro\*r ufed in flight^fhooting. 

■ fifooting, — Shooting with the lighted fort of arrows 

(called flights) ao4 the greatefl diftances. 

FLUTED-flrrpw.—^tfif arrow. ' 

FOLLOW the firings — A bow is faid to follow the firings when by 
ufe, it has lofl its original flraightnefs; and has 
obtamed a curve or inclination yor«;tf»v/r. : 

FOOT and pole*'^{ln meafuring a flioot). The bole of a tree from 
the top to the root. 

FOOTING. — The manner of placing the feet in fhooting. 

FOREHAND.— &^ Overhand. 

— '-r— ^^y?.— An arrow {hot over-hand. 

FRET.— Is that part of wood which is corroded or eat away. Bat 
in archery, this word is chiefly ufed to flgnify 
that rifingor protuberance which is occafloned in. 
foitae weak woods, by the flrain they receive in 
bending. Frets (fays Afcham) ^re little pinchesi 

GARLAND. 
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GALL.— .y^f Knot-gall. . - . 

GAME, in, — In good fhooting. 

GARLAND. — A wreath, within which (in anqient times) the 

mark was placed. 
GONE. — An arrow is faid to be gone, when it may, from its flight* 

be judged to fall wide of, or far from^ the mark; 
GREASE-POT.— A fmall bdx, fomewhat bell-fhaped^ open at the 
^ mouth, and containing the coropoiltion ufed in 

lubricating the fingers of the fhooting-gloye. 



H. 



HANDLE of the i(?w.— That part of the bo^w which is hcU in 
Shooting. 
' HANG on the firings r*.— The Fingers are faid to hang on the Jiring, 
when they do not hofe itfmoothly, 
HARD to f and in a bdw.—Axi arrow is fo fpoken of, when it flies 

from the ho^ Jieadily^ and without flirting. 
HEAD (ofajhaft)y crefed, "^ —A pile having a circular fwell- 

; , hi^h ridged, f ing or prominency, forming the 

■ ^f'-^y flver-/poon,Cha{e of the Stopping, which is 

— __ — yJheMered, J conical. 

HE ! HE ! — This exclamation is faid to* have been an archer's 
word of calif handed down from very ancient 
days. 
HEAT. 7 A word ufed by bow-makers, to Signify the tern- 

HEATING, i pering of wood by means of fire. 
HlGHfeathered, — An arrow is faid to be high-feathered, when • 

the feathers are left long and deep. 
HIT.— A ftroke in the Target or Mark. 

HOLDING,— The aft of holding the Jring, when the bow, in 
fliooting, is fully drawn up. ^ This word is, in- 
deed, fometimes applied to the bow. 

U . HOME. 
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HOME.'— An arrow is faid to be drawn home^ when it is drawn 
as far as it ought to be. - 

■ at. — An arrow is faid to be at hotne^ when it falls upon, or 

not fhort of the mark; 

HORNS ^ /if bow, — ^The cxrremities or ends, which are tipped 
with horn. 

HOYLE.— ^ fhort roving mark. 

-— ^ .>^//»g^,— Shooting at Ho^ks. 



I. 



INCHES.— The Inches or diftance allowed round the Butt-mark, 
in which an arrow muft fall in order to count, 
' when the inches are fhot. 



KEEP a lengthy /(?.— To ihoot the exad diftance, although not 
flraight. 

KNOT-GALL. — A preternatural tumour or hurt in trees, occafioned 
to the bough or other part of a tree, by fome 
other bough or tree rubbing againft it. 



LAYING a bowjtraight. — A term ufed by the Bow<makers> to 

fignify the bringing it ftraight by means of heat 

ox force, 
LENGTH.— The diftance Ihot. 
LIMB £^« ^oTt;.— That part of a bow which reaches from each 

fide of the handle to the horn. 
LOOSE, the 7 —The aft of letting go the firing, after it is 
LOOSING. 3 drawn up. 
l.O'W 'feathered. — An arrow is faid to be low-featheredy when the 

feather is c\xt Jhort andjhallow, 

MARK. 
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M. 



MARK.— The objeft fhot at. . 

, rcving, — A mark fliot at in roving. 

MARKER. — The perfon who marks the fall of the arrow in the 
butt. . ^ 



N. . ^ 

NOCK.— This is the old way of fpelling notchy which, in ar- 
chery, is always fpelt and founded nock, 
NOCK, to, — To place the nock of the arrow in the firing. 
NOCKING />w«/.-7That part of the firing on which the arrow is 

; placed. 
NOOSE.— That end of the firing which occupies the lower horn. 



OVER-«rrtfw.— An arrow which flies over the mark. 

M bowed, — An archer is faid to be over -Bowed, when the power 

^ of his bow is above his command. 
drawn.-— An arrow is faid to be. over-drawn^ when it is 

drawn too far. 
"« hand. — An archer is faid to fhoot over-hand^ when he looks 

at his. mark ovet' his bow-hand. 
OVER-HAND^^//.— An arrow, that is fhbt over-hand. 



P. 

PAPER, //j'^.—The Butt-mark. 

* ^ ' game.^'^A game, in which no arrow is allowed to count 

which does not touch the paper. 
PETTICOAT.— The Face or Ground oi & Target beyond the outer 

colour, 
PIECING ofajhaft, //5f.— The wood at the fiU-end^ fpliced or 

incorporated with it. 

U 2 PILE. 
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PILE.^The head of ao arrow ufed in {hooting at t^arh. 

■ roving,-^Tht pile ufed for rwing arrows. 

fvgof'haf. — A pile in the form of ^fugarrloaf, 

PIN.— The peg which fattens the Butt-mark. 

PINS. — Small knots in wood running frequently very deep, and 
fometimes quite through it. They are very bard» 
and in fome woods (as deal) may often be driven 
' out. ^ 

PINCH.— A fmall /^r^/. 

PLUCK ajboot^ /o.— To retard or deaden a fhoot. 

.._ dcfujn ajidey to, — To ihoot into the ground on one (idc. 

■ buffet. — A game mentioned in the Garland^ which enti- 

tled the Victor, inltead of receiving a prize, to 

give the Vanquifhed a buffet or blow on the cheek, 
PLUCKING a /ra/fcr.— Raifing the feathers when they are 

funk. 
POINT.-^ (Probably Signifying Pile.) A meafure in piedng an 

arrow. 
— — blank, — ^The VHiite (Mark), at which ,an arrow is Ihot, 

Now ufed to exprefs an horizontal ihot. 
POPINJAY — A mark in the fbape of a bird. 
PREFERENCE.— One limb of a bow is faid to have the frtference 

of the other, by bending moft, 
PRICK w^l.— The white Mark or Target ihot at. 
PRICKING. 7 ,^ . . , ' . . 

PRICK.>.//.^. 1 -Shootmg at pnck Marks. , 

PRICKS. — The place where the pricks or marks are placed. 

■ Jhaft,^^hn arrow u£ed in prick-lhopting. 
PRICKER.— The needle or inftrument/ with which the target 

card is pricked or marked. 

Q. 

QUIVER. — A cafe in which arrows are carried. 



>RAISE afin^ io.'^K pin in a bow is faid to be rai/ed^ when there 

is wood left around it forming a prominency. 

RINGMAN. 
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RINGMAN**-The third finger or th^t upon wbich the weeing. 

ring is placed. * 

ROOD, tf.— Seren yards and a half. 
'ROUND'Compq/s.'^Sie compafs« 

ROVERS. — Cafual marks, or marks of uncertain diftance. * 

ROVING.— Shooting at rovers. 

— ^^— arrow* r An arrow, •\ 

, < A bow, > afed in (hooting at Rovers, 
t A pile, 3 ^ 



" ■ pik. ^ A pile, 
RUN <m tie bowj /cr.— A feather is faid to run on the bow, ^vhen It 
is placed fo far out of its proper lihc, as to rub 
againft the bow in fhooting. 

. • ' S. 

SADDLE-3^ay— A feather \t faid to be cvXfaddU'back'd, when 

it is cut in the fhape of a faddle. 
SCORE, «.— Twenty yards. ' * 

SELF-^oTO. — A bow fornaed out of one piece of wood. 
SET the Jbaft in 'tlie bow, /<?.—To pull the ihaft fo far, that the 

points touches the belly of the bow. 
SHAFT.— An arrow : properly fo called when it wants only the 

head, 
SHAFT-rfm. C The arm, \ 
„ hand, I The hand, ^^^P^^y^d ^^ <^rawi"g the ^rroz., > 

' g^^^lrig. ^ ^ ft arts from the bow. 

,/cudding, \ A fhaft that < Jhims upon the wind. 

■ • ■ » hobling, J L that flies unevenly, 

» hollow, — A fhaft made of very light, porous, or fpongy 
wood. . ' 

SHAFTMENT.— That part of the arrow occupied by iht fea- 
thers. / 
SHAKE.— A longitudinal crack, concuffion, or rent in wood, often 

caufed by the force of the wind. 
SHEAF farrows. — A quiver or cafe of arrows ufed in war, con- 

lifting of twenty-four, 
SHOOT, /».— An arrow fhot, 

down the butts, to.^Ho begin at ihtfurthqfi, and end at the 

Jhorteft hwiU 

SHOOTING 
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SHOOTING-j'iw<f.— A glove tifed on the Jbaft-kand in drawing 

the String. 
SHORT arrow.^Kti arrow which fzWsJbort of the marki 
SHOULDER of the pile. — ^The rifing or prominency near the 

point. 
SIDE w/W.— 5*^^ wind. 
SINKING a ^wy.— The ad of reducing the fprrit oxftiffnefs of a 

. bow, by ihooting in it with heavy arrows. 
SNAKE, /«.— An arrow is laid io/nake^ when it has worked itfclf 

tinder the grafs. 
SPELL. — A rifing of the lamellae or ends of the grain of the wood ' 

of which'a bowis made. 
SPRING of a bow, — The elaftic quality of a bow. 
STAND in the bow. /o.— An arrow is faid ioftand, (or to (land in) 

2i bow, when it flies from it fleadily, and without 

ihaking or flirting. 
. • in the winJ, /«.— To (land acro/s the wind. 

STAND ARD-tfrroTO. — An arrow made according to a certain fcalc 

or pattern. 
STANDING, the, — The pofture in which an archer flands, when 

he fhoots. 
, bow. — A bow that ftands well without finking. 

STELE.— An arrow without fjsatheror head. 
STOPPING.— The extreme part or head of the pile, which is folid. 
SUGAR' loaf pile.-^See Pile. 
SWIFT->/»//.— A fliaft that flies fwiftly. 

SWlNE'back* el Jhaft.— An arrow having the feather cut in imita- 
tion of the line of an*%*^/ back, 

T. 

TAB. — A piece of flat leather, which lies on the infJe of the 
hand, and is ufed inftead of the firigea of the 
fliooting-glove. 

TARGET. — A mart fliot at, confiding of feveral circles. 

*— arrow. — An arrow ufed in fliooting at the Target. 

catd.-^A card coloured as the Target, containing the 

names of the fliooters at the Target, and on which 

are pricked the hits. 

TARGET 
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TARGET->tf//»j^.-"Shootiiig at Target-marks.^ 

TASSEL. — A bunch of worfted, ufed for wiping the arrows. 

TILLER.— An inftrument made of a ftraight piece of wood, with 

a notch at the end, and notches on the upper fide; 

in which a bow is placed and drawn, to fee how 

it bends. 
TILLERINGi— Trying a bow by the tiller. Altering a bow by 

fcraping it. 
TO the bozo, 1 — A mail is faid to flioot, ,and his arrow is faid 
- — theJhaft,J to. fly* /o the bow or to the Jhaft, as his ^rrow 

flies to the bow-hand ox Jhaft-hand fide of his 

mark. . ^ 

UP, too much, — A bow is faid tobe loo much upy when it is braced 

too high. 

U. 

UNDER-^ow^^.— An archer is faid to be ^nder-bowed, when he 
ufes a bow too weak for him to fhoot well with. 

UNDER-/y^«</.— An archer is faid to ihoot [ under-hand^ when he 
looks at his mark tinder his bow -hand. 

UPSHOT, to give ///<?.-^ To make ihtprefumed htii fljiot, towards the 
, end of the game. 

UP-w/W.— See wind. 

W. 

WEATHER- MAN. — An archer is faid to be a good weatherman^ 
when he IS converfant with the weather. 

WEIGHT of a bow, — The weight or power which a bow requires 
to draw it up. 

— of an arrow, — ^The quantity of its bulk, afcertained by 

\ weighing it. 

WEN. — A callous excrejceiice growing out of trees. 

WHIP, /o.— To inwrap. 

WHIPPING, /^^.— The material ufed to inwrap the nocking 
point. 

WHIST- 
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wri^ISTLINGr-flrrflW.-r^An arrow with a large roand and bellow 
head (generallj made of horn) perforated with 
hqles, which makes a whidling noife as it flies. 

WHITE.— TTie interior circle of a pape^-mark. 

WIDE arrow.-* An arrow which falls wide of the mark. 

'direftly from the ihooter 

down to the mark, 
diredtly acro/s the line of 
A wind which j the mark, 
blows 



WIND, down. 

— ,/de. 

* ■ " i^de quarter, 
— ^, »/. 



oblifuely upon the line of 
the mark. 
' dire^ly from the mark to 
the (hooter. 



WINDING />rxVij.— Prick-marks that Hand alkaunt. 
WIND->/iit(r.— 5f^ Shake. 
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ADDITIONS. 



OF THE STRING. 



PART IV. Chap. iv. Add^ The ftring may be 
ftretched, before it is put on the bow, 
by fufpending a weight to it. 



Ol? THE NOCK. 



Chap. vi. Se6l. 6. Add, Silver nocks 
have been ufed, and a broken nock 
has fometimes been mended with ^ 
hollow tube of filver. 



OF DRAWING. 

Chap. VIII. Seft. 6. The firing, in draw- 
ing, lliould lie on or near to the end- 
joint of tjie fingers, which fhould be 
fufficiently bent to hold it, but not fo 
much bent as to retard or deaden th« 
flioot. 



OF COLOURING THE ARR%W. 

Note 50. The arrow fhould be firft wafhed 
with water, in which alum has been 
difiblved^ this muft be ufed cold. When 

the 
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the alum water has dried on the arrow; 
the black dye (which fhould be boiled, 
and drained off once or twice) may, 
when coldy be laid on the arrow, or the 
arrow may be dipped in it two or three 
times : (if it be iifed when hot the ar- 
row will be liahle to be cqfi). Fine 
glafi-paper will anfwer the purpofe of 
removing the roughnefs left on the ar- 
row by the dye, as well, or better than 
tripolL To make, the black deeper, 
the arrow may, after the roughnefe is 
removed, again be rubbed with a flan- 
nel M'hich has been dipped in the dye, 
before it, is oiled. Indeed the copal 
varnifti may be entirely difpenfed with. 
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